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E.T. in a dancing trance?

Apart from the moon in the background, there’s nothing “E.T.” about this image. It was taken at a local celebratory 
performance in conjunction with the Moon Festival. However, the audience was just as mesmerized by the 
experience as movie-goers to the extra-terrestrial film were back in 1982. What local event was this? Find out 
on p. 5

Community

Friends of St. Paul-Changsha Friendship 
Garden at Phalen Park volunteer weekends 
to clean up, plant at garden
By Greg Hugh | October 2022

During the first two weekends in Octo-
ber, the China Friendship Garden scheduled 
their fall clean up and planting event. A 
number of wonderful volunteers had re-
sponded to the volunteer call. In addition to 
bringing their own gloves and shovels, the 
volunteers assisted in the planting of more 
peonies and Siberian irises.

A welcome addition to the group of 
volunteers was a contingent from AYLUS, 
which stands for the Alliance of  Youth 
Leaders in the United States. They are a 
student-run nonprofit organization dedicated 
to the advancement of our communities, 
which range from their own houses to all 
across the United States! AYLUS promotes 
the development of LEADERSHIP, INTEG-

RITY, and INNOVATION in its members 
through the planning and execution of 
volunteer projects that aim at benefiting our 
communities. 

Volunteers from AYLUS included: 
Claire Cao, Jeffrey Chen, Penny Pang, Ol-
ivia Peng, Aidan Zhang, Alex Zhang, Jerry 
Lin and Nickole Lin. Their participation is 
much appreciated! ♦

mailto:CHFF%40Chineseheritagefoundation.org?subject=
http://www.aylus.org/
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Despite the fantastic weather that 
trick-or-treaters recently enjoyed, we mid-
westerners still need yet to prepare for our 
most challenging season of the year…
winter. As hearty Minnesotans, we try to 
convince ourselves that we actually enjoy 
the change of seasons and before we know 
it, Thanksgiving will be upon us.

In addition to Thanksgiving occurring 
in November in the U.S. we also celebrate 
Veterans' Day on Nov. 11, 2022; in other 
parts of the world it may be celebrated as 
Armistice or Remembrance Day. This is the 
day we honor our military veterans and let 
them know that their service to our country 
is deeply appreciated so be sure to let our 
folks in the military know that we appreci-
ate the sacrifices they make to keep our 
country free including your right to vote in 
a completely democratic election.

Also, the 2022 midterm elections are 
less than a week away and you may be 
wondering why Americans vote in early 
November, there are a series of interesting 
explanations.

In 2022, Election Day will fall on Nov. 
8, making the second time in the last four 
election cycles that balloting has occurred 
on that date.

Under federal law, Election Day falls 
on the “first Tuesday after the first Monday 
of November,” and that selection wasn’t an 
accident which is explained on page 4.

As many of you may already know, 
world-renowned urban planner, Weim-

ing Lu has passed away as reported on 
page 4. While we are sad to report on 
his passing, we would like to ensure that 
his contributions to society are more 
prominently recognized and would be 
willing to organize a petition to establish a 
permanent symbol like a park or building 
in Lowertown named in his honor. Please 
contact greg.hugh10@gmail.com if you 
wish to be included.

Also, the Asian community is elated to 
learn that the Asia Mall has announced its 
grand opening plans on page 12 and, accord-
ing to organizers, A Taste of Asia inaugural 
event was well received and more success-
ful than expected .However, it appears that 
the organizers need to do some fine tuning 
so that performers can actually be seen on 
stage, make food lines more efficient and 
improve the acoustics in the great hall. See 
page 14. 

As the year draws to a close, we wish 
to thank our advertisers for their support 
along with organizations like Asian Review 
of Books and Hong Kong Free Press that 
permits us to share their material with our 
readers

Please note that this edition of China 
Insight is a combined issue for November/
December and that there will not be a sepa-
rate edition published for December. Thus, 
in addition to our best wishes for a great 
Thanksgiving holiday, all of us at China 
Insight wish you a joyous, prosperous and 
healthy holiday season.

As always, thank you for your continued 
support of China Insight. Please feel free 
to let us know if there are any other top-
ics you would like us to cover or if there 
are any other ways we can better serve the 
community.

mailto:articles%40chinainsight.info?subject=
mailto:greg.hugh10%40gmail.com?subject=
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It’s complicated

Mass exodus

A man’s world Fair admissions

Widening gap

In recent years, uni-
versities have used affir-
mative action as a means 
to diversify enrollment. 
In the landmark 1978 
Bakke v, University of 
California, the court deter-
mined the Davis campus’ 
quota system did violate 
the Constitution’s Equal 
Protection Clause and the 
Civil Rights Act. How-
ever, it also ruled that 
diversity in university ad-
missions was a “constitutionally permissible 
goal.” (Bakke, who is white, sued UC-Davis 
when his application was rejected because 
of the racial quota system.)

The nonprofit Students for Fair Admis-
sions first sued Harvard and UNC in 2014 
and 2018 respectively because race-based 
admissions put white and Asian Americans 
at disadvantage as they are held to higher 
standards in the application process. Cur-
rently, nine states (Arizona, California, 
Georgia, Michigan, Nebraska, New Hamp-
shire, Oklahoma and Washington) prohibit 
using race as a deciding factor in university 
admissions. 

SFFA petitioned the Supreme Court to 
review both the First Circuit's decision in the 
Harvard case and a similar decision from the 

Middle District of North Carolina.
As this goes to press, the Supreme Court 

is preparing to hear the two cases on Oct. 31 
involving race-based admissions: Students 
for Fair Admissions v. Harvard, and Stu-
dents for Fair Admissions v. University of 
North Carolina. Both cases had been ruled 
in the schools’ favour in lower courts. 

These cases are closely watched because 
the Supreme Court decision can end 40 
years of race-based affirmative action in 
university admissions. 

However, there is strong belief that even 
if the Supreme Court find for SFFA, the 
institutes of higher learning will continue to 
circumvent the statute in some way causing 
more lawsuits down the road. ♦

The gender gap had wid-
ened as of the conclusion 
of the 20th Party Congress 
of the Chinese Communist 
Party. The lone female mem-
ber of China’s Politburo, 
72-year-old second vice 
premier Sun Chunlan, was 
no longer on the roster of 
the Central Committee pub-
lished Oct. 22. This means 
for the first time in 25 years, 
there will not be a woman 
among the 24-member Politburo. 

And, there had never been a woman 
in the exclusive seven-member Standing 
Committee. For a country whose “supreme 
leader” had said “Women hold up half the 
sky,” this is quite shocking.

Victor Shih, an expert on elite Chinese 
politics at University of California San 
Diego was quoted as saying: “I think this 
is really quite tragic because, of course, 
we know (there are) a lot of very capable 
women in China. Even in the party, there are 
a lot a very capable women cadres — yet, at 
every level, they are marginalized.” None of 

President Xi’s former female 
colleagues made it into the 
Politburo.

In 2001, China intro-
duced an informal quota 
system where all levels of 
government and party had 
to have at least one woman, 
except the Politburo. But the 
system was never enforced. 

Currently, women make 
up 29% of the total Com-
munist Party membership, 

but none were promoted and very few man-
age to rise up the ranks. “Discrimination at 
lower levels prevent them from obtaining 
high-level positions,” Shih added.

Sun served as the party chief of the 
coastal city of Dalian and oversaw health 
policies. During the pandemic, she often 
travelled to inspect cities with surges in 
COVID outbreaks and became the “face” 
of the zero-COVID policy. She was named 
one of Time 100 in 2022.

So, as Xi begins his third term, 700 mil-
lion women in mainland China will have 
little means of shaping future policies. ♦

Doing business in Chi-
na has never been easy. 
For Elon Musk, Tesla’s 
relationship with Beijing 
has been described as “to 
be in a permanent state of 
‘it’s complicated’” at best. 

The Chinese govern-
ment had insinuated that 
Tesla could be “conduits 
for U.S spying” since the 
vehicles are equipped 
with cameras and sen-
sors. Therefore, Teslas 
are banned from military 
facilities and sites where 
the political elite vacation. 
The Chinese media reported the number of 
visits to Tesla showrooms dropped 50% in 
recent months.

It’s no secret that China represents a 
huge consumer market for Tesla. (China is 
the largest market for new cars and electric 
vehicles on the planet, according to Bar-
ron’s.) So what did Musk do (in the current 
increasing tension in the U.S.-China rela-
tion)? He started a price war! 

On Oct. 23, Tesla announced on its 
website and WeChat of price cuts in China 
by 5-9%. For its rear-wheel drive Model 
3 and Model Y, the base price now starts 
at US$37,040 ($1,950 less than before the 
price reduction) and US$39,500 (down 
from US$43,000) respectively. Additional 

incentives include choice of silver paint 
besides black, at no upcharge, and insur-
ance subsidies.

What’s stoking this move? Strengthen its 
market share and, probably, keeping produc-
tion going full-tilt at the newly upgraded 
Shanghai Gigafactory where half of Tesla’s 
vehicles are produced. Musk attributed the 
price cuts adjustments to falling material 
costs and are to make Tesla “recession-
resilient” as China Merchants Bank Inter-
national projected sales of electric vehicles 
to slow into 2023. 

Tesla is China’s third best-selling EV 
maker and the only foreign manufacturer 
in the top 15 as reported by the China Pas-
senger Car Association. ♦

“The government always emphasizes 
that the overall unemployment rate is fall-
ing. Yet, we found that the unemployment 
rate of people in poverty is actually eight 
times higher than that of those above the 
poverty line.”

Sounds familiar? No, this is not about 
the U.S. economy but a statement issued by 
Oxfam Hong Kong in September. (Oxfam 
is a global independent agency that works 
to fight poverty and injustices that stem 

from it.)
Apparently, unemployment in HK had 

fallen to 4.1% in July, a 0.2% decline since 
May. However, Oxfam also reported that 
the city’s richest earn more than 47 times 
more than the city’s poorest post pandemic, 
whereas, it was only 34.3 times more pre-
COVID 19!

“The wealth gap of Hong Kong has 
reached the tipping point,” Oxfam’s direc-
tor general Kalina Tsang said. Some other 
stats presented:
• Every other unemployed person aged 65 
and above was living below the poverty line
• Current minimum wage in Hong Kong is 
US$4.78 per hour
• Median monthly household income 
dropped 2.4% to US$3,605.42
• Average monthly income of the poorest 
households fell 22% to US$344
• Average household income of the richest 
rose 6.3% to US$16,155

Statistics for Oxfam’s latest report on 
poverty and employment were collected 
from 2019 to the first quarter of 2022. ♦

A recent issue of Christian Times 
reported that some churches in Hong 
Kong had lost half of their congrega-
tions in the past two years as a result 
of COVID and emigration. Twenty 
percent of the Protestant community 
(approximately 60,000) had emigrated, 
it revealed.

These numbers are the largest 
ever, even greater than the pre-1997 
handover days.

In early October, The Hong Kong 
Institute of Human Resource Management 
released results of a survey conducted in 
August and September indicated resigna-
tions from management-level employees 
amounted to 37% and from the general 
workforce, 24%. All cited “emigration” 
as the reason for leaving their posts. The 
worst hit were the high-tech and digital 
fields, many aggressively recruited by other 
Asian Pacific countries such as Singapore 
and Malaysia.

Returning expats who left Hong Kong 

earlier because of the pandemic are choos-
ing Singapore, not Hong Kong, owing to 
its unfavourable economic and political 
environment. A French expat said Hong 
Kong needed a substantial public relations 
job to improve its image.”

Not helping matters is the UK’s more 
welcoming stance for British National Over-
seas (BNO) passport holders. This month, 
anyone born after July 1, 1997, who has 
one parent with BNO status can apply for 
settlement in the UK. ♦
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Weiming Lu, world-renowned urban planner, passed away 
at 92

If not for the tireless efforts of one man, 
the infamous building that is now govern-
ment office space and a museum may have 
gone the way of the wrecking ball. 

The man responsible for successfully 
fighting for National Historic Landmark 
status for this building, the Texas School 
Book Depository in Dallas -- the building 
from which Lee Harvey Oswald fired the 
fatal shots at President John F. Kennedy 
and injuring then Texas governor John Con-
nally in 1963 – is no native Texan. He was 
Chinese, born in Shanghai in 1930!

Weiming Lu’s family emigrated to 
Taiwan in 1949 where he obtained his bach-
elor’s degree in civil engineering. He arrived 
in the U.S. as a young student, completed his 
Master’s Degrees in structural engineering 
from the University of Minnesota in 1954 

and in city and regional planning from the 
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
in 1957. 

A 2019 biography in the Minnesota 
Alumni magazine reported that one of Lu’s 
objectives was to make “the Twin Cities 
more people-oriented and less dominated 
by vehicles.” And he succeeded.

Not only did he play a major role in 
transforming downtown Minneapolis, turn-
ing part of Nicollet Avenue into pedestrian-
friendly Nicollet Mall, and developed the 
Loring Greenway and skyway system, his 
most notable accomplishment was in the 
revitalization of Saint Paul’s Lowertown, 
mixing in new construction amidst historic 
buildings.

In 1979, Lu was hired by then-mayor 
of Saint Paul George Latimer for the re-
development project. “He had the highest 
sophistication an architect could have, a 
love for historic preservation, and a detailed 
ability to implement those ideas,” Latimer 

March 20, 1930 – Oct. 6, 2022 (Photo from 
2019)

Aerial view of part of the Lowertown project

said of Lu. 
Lu oversaw the 16-block project from 

start to its completion in 2006. He pursued 
development funds from the McKnight 
Foundation, the Bush Foundation, the St. 
Paul Companies and the City of Saint Paul. 
Slowly, one-by-one, nearby warehouses 
were rehabbed and rented. Mears Park, 
in the middle of the project, is recognized 
nationally as an example of smart urban 
design. This all came about because Lu’s 
vision valued the neighborhood’s historic 
buildings, and saw that as an opportunity 
“to create a built environment on a human 
scale.”

Lu told MPR News in 2006, “I happen 
to come from an old country, and I respect 
tradition as well, and I try to continue to 
mix new and old, and to provide a sense 
of continuity and always welcome changes 
as well.”

On top of a successful career, Lu served 
on multiple boards, lectured at universities 
in Asia, Europe and the U.S. and found 
time to nurture his keen interest in Chinese 
calligraphy. His work had been exhibited at 
several art galleries

He also had contributed to books on 
urban regeneration, historic preservation 
and sustainable development. His own book 
“The Tao of Urban Rejuvenation: Building 
a Livable, Creative Urban Village” was 

Weiming Lu taking a stroll in Lowertown St. Paul in 2016

Lu; Linda Mealey-Lohmann, co-founder of 
MN China Friendship Garden Society; Lu’s 
wife, Caroline

Lu, a young student in the U.S. in the 1950s

To start, the Presidential Election Day 
Act of 1845 established the “first Tuesday 
after the first Monday” as Election Day, put-
ting an end to the somewhat-chaotic nature 
of elections held prior to that date.

According to Encyclopedia Britannica, 
prior to the 1845 legislation states could 
hold their elections on any date that they 
wanted prior to the first Wednesday of 
December, when presidential electors had 
to be seated.

Once the telegraph was invented, of-
ficials did not want voters to be swayed by 
the results in different states, and as a result, 
they established a uniform election date for 
the entire nation.

In addition to uniformity, the decision to 
hold elections on the “first Tuesday follow-
ing the first Monday” of November, rather 
than simply the first Tuesday of the month, 
was also made deliberately.

According to Britannica and other 
sources, Congress wanted to respect Chris-
tians who observed All Saints Day, which 
occurs on Nov. 1. As a result, Election Day 
was not allowed to fall on that date.

The encyclopedia also says that consid-
eration was given to merchants who used the 
first day of the month to settle accounts for 
the previous month, and for whom voting on 
the first of the month would cause a difficult 
challenge to overcome.

There was even a reason why Congress 
chose Tuesday as Election Day. In an in-
terview with NPR, Senate Historian Don 
Ritchie said that lawmakers assumed that it 
would take a day of travel for some voters 
to make it to their respective polling places, 
and they didn’t want to force those voters to 
travel on Sunday, which would hinder those 
wanting to attend church services. 

As a result, they established Tuesday as 
the date for the election, allowing residents 
to travel on Mondays and to return home by 
Wednesdays, when farmers would typically 
take their crops to market places, according 
to Ritchie.

Thus, despite current controversy, your 
right to vote should be taken seriously and 
always exercised whenever possible. ♦

published in 2013.
This gentle man of abundant creative tal-

ent passed away on Oct. 6, 2022. He is sur-
vived by his wife Caroline and son Kevin. 

For deeper understanding and apprecia-
tion of Lu’s philosophy and more details 
on his many contributions, see “Chinese 
Americans continue to contribute,” or the 
May 2017 China Insight PDF (on pp. 1 & 
14). ♦

Government & Politics

Why is this year's election 
day November 8?
By Greg Hugh

https://www.chinainsight.info/people-2016/1203-chinese-americans-continue-to-contribute.html
https://www.chinainsight.info/people-2016/1203-chinese-americans-continue-to-contribute.html
https://www.chinainsight.info/images/past_issues/2017/2017_05.pdf
https://www.chinainsight.info/images/past_issues/2017/2017_05.pdf
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CAAM Chinese Dance Theatre kicked off 30th anniversary 
season with brilliantly choreographed performance
By Beatrice Rothweiler, CAAMCDT | October 2022

Autumn may be the most colorful of 
Minnesota’s seasons, but on Oct.15, the 
most vivid display of Chinese dance and 
music touched the hearts and souls of the au-
dience of CAAM Chinese Dance Theater’s 
“Rhythm of Autumn: Invite the Moon to 
Dance” at the O’Shaughnessy in St. Paul. To 
launch its 30th Anniversary season, CAAM 
Chinese Dance Theater collaborated with 
many professional artists, including pipa 
virtuoso Gao Hong; Ao Liu, CAAM Chinese 
Dance Theater’s own professional soloist; 
professional dance company Katha Dance 
Theatre; and St. Paul Ballet. Presenting its 
own dance artists under the direction and 
original choreography of Artistic Director 
Jinyu Zhou, they introduced a celebratory 
and highly skilled season for dance. 

Performances and choreography varied 
in range and scope including contemporary 
Chinese dance, "Women, Life, Fire," that 
embodied femininity and tenacity of women 
as dazzling flames. "Black/White: Tai Chi 
Imagery" used tai chi push-hand combina-
tions with stunning acrobatics, as well as 
“Dancing Tai Chi Fan,” a dramatic finale of 
yin and yang (flexibility and strength). Each 
performance, refreshing and energetic, en-
larges our understanding of traditional ideas 
of Chinese culture brought to stage through 
choreography of Zhou and Liu, professional 
choreographers at CAAM Chinese Dance 
Theater. 

Bringing lightness, joy, and humor to 
the program, emerging CAAM Chinese 
Dance Theater’s dance artists shared "Ah-Xi 
Dancing under 
the Moon,” a 
dance of the 
Ah-Xi peo -
ple,  part  of 
the Yi ethnic 
group, by a 
bonfire under 
the moon, as 
well as "Shep-
herds"  tha t 
dep ic t s  the 
life of shep-
herd and cow 
from a classic 
Chinese poem 
with chore-
ography by 
Zhou.

Guest ap-
pearances included Katha Dance Theater 
performing dance of northern India with 
choreography of Rita Mustaphi, brilliantly 
enacted a ghazal poem of lovers greeting 
each other with flowers by the river at night. 
St. Paul Ballet dazzled with the distinctively 

revealing cho-
reography of 
Helen Hatch, a 
distinguished 
Twin Cities 
contemporary 
ballet artist, 
in "Key to a 
Revelat ion" 
with music of 
Joseph Haydn. 
Each distinc-
tive style and 
professional 
e x p r e s s i o n 
add to the bril-
liance of the 

show.
Ao Liu is CAAM CDT’s newest profes-

sional artist. She presented a solo, “Moon-
light,” exemplifying women as the soul 
of moonlight, both quiet and flamboyant, 
in choreography created by Yang Liping, 
known in China as the “Peacock Queen.” 
Like her mentor, the silhouette of Liu's 
hands flutter like a bird, spread the wings 
of imagination while her body then quakes 
and explodes in the breathless shear energy. 

The premiered dance works of CAAM 
CDT created for this production to highlight 
this season of the moon and its longings 
are likely to become hallmarks of the new 
performance direction under Zhou, its 
new artistic director. Dancers, embody-
ing blooming flowers on flowing water 
clothed in water-colored dresses, under airy 
moonlight, awaken "Moonlight over Spring 
River," the beloved poem of the Tang Dy-
nasty. Set to live music under the musical 
direction of pipa master Gao and choreog-
raphy by Zhou, the audience was captivated 
by its sheer beauty and grace. The lightness 
of guzheng, intoxicating waves of phoenix 
flute, silkiness of erhu and captivating song 
of pipa transformed the ethereal dancers. 

Next master improv artists, Liu and Gao, 
soloists collaborating together, hypnotized 
the audience with riveting, then soothing, 
phrases of movement and song as their 
collaboration drew each other across the 
stage both metaphorically and physically. 
The audience burst into applause, shouting 
out loud. 

The last premiered work by Zhou for this 
season opener, "Reverie for the Moon,” is 
based on a poem by Su Shi of the Song Dy-
nasty, describing wishes for a long life and, 
despite separation from loved ones, they all 
share the brilliance of the same moon. The 

performance 
expressed the 
nostalgia of 
t he  ve r se s . 
Jus t  as  the 
themes em-
braced by this 
dance  CDT 
presented an 
inspiring pro-
g r a m  w i t h 
hints of many 
more years to 
come of bril-
l i an t  dance 
and novel ar-
tistic ideas for 
consideration. 

CAAM CDT appeared with pipa master 
Gao and the Carleton Musical Instrument 
Orchestra again on Oct. 30 on the Carleton 
College campus with a similar program for 
those who missed the Oct. 15 performance, 
or, for many of us, who just didn’t get 
enough of the earlier one. 

Twin Cities audiences don’t need to 

wait long for more uniquely imaginative 
programming: CAAM Chinese Dance 
Theater will present its well-known and 
beloved Chinese New Year program on the 
O’Shaughnessy stage the weekend of Feb. 4 
& 5, 2023. More details and tickets will be 
available on the O’Shaughnessy and CAAM 
Chinese Dance Theater’s websites soon! ♦

CHF celebrates 18 years 
of involvement with and 
contribution to the Chinese 
community
By Pearl Bergad

It is customary that the Chinese Heritage 
Foundation open house always takes place 
on a bright, sunny fall day and this year 
proved no exception. On Oct. 9, an enthu-
siastic crowd of longtime friends, as well as 
young new visitors, gathered at Gramercy 
Park in Richfield, Minn., to celebrate our 
18th Annual Open House. It was wonderful 
to greet so many on our first post-pandemic 
gathering and see so many smiling faces!

Just as customary was a delicious lun-
cheon feast, carefully curated by Yin Simp-
son, greeted everyone. Following warm 
greetings by CHF Friends Chair Ida Llano 
were reports on events of the past year: 
revival of “Dream of the Red Chamber” 
by San Francisco Opera (Pearl Bergad), 
plans for a chamber version at University of 
Minnesota School of Music (David Walsh, 
director of Opera Theatre), YMCA Camp 
Menogyn Bold and Gold Program (Angela 
Wunderlich, program director at YMCA), 
CHF Fellowship in History and Ming Tchou 
Scholarship in Asian and Middle Eastern 

Studies at University of Minnesota (Clay-
ton Smith from Dean’s Office at College 
of Liberal Arts), and CHFF Sunday Teas 
(Stephanie Pomonis).

Bergad, executive director of CHF, also 
introduced an exciting upcoming exhibit of 
ancient Chinese ritual bronzes, to be curated 
by “Dream of the Red Chamber” designer 
Tim Yip, at Minneapolis Institute of Art 
in February 2023. This news was greeted 
with great enthusiasm, particularly by 

young professionals who 
joined us for the first time. 
Several requested updated 
information as opening date 
draws near.

Delighted by the prog-
ress that CHF/CHF Friends 
have made in the last two 
quiescent years, our friends 
longtime as well as new 
ones, bid us, and our found-
ing president, Ming Tchou, 
farewell, all looking for-
ward to fun events to take 
place in 2023. ♦

Dazzling “red flames” in “Women, Life, Fire”

Gao and Liu in an improv session

Katha Dance Theater performing dance of northern India

L to R: Pearl Lam Bergad; Ming Tchou, CHF 
founder; and Yin Simpson

As usual, attendees were treated to a sumptuous spread
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Will Ahern, China Insight volunteer, and Bingwen Yan 
received Sino-US People’s Friendship Contribution 
Awards
By Elaine Dunn | October 2022

Little did Will Ahern know when he 
adopted a baby girl from China that it would 
lead him on the unlikely path to being rec-
ognized by the Chinese American organiza-

tions of Greater Chicagoland.
In the late 1990s, Ahern and his wife 

became the proud adoptive parents of Sum-
mer. In an effort to connect Summer with 

her Chinese heritage, the Aherns immersed 
the family in Chinese cultural activities in 
the Twin Cities. Ahern volunteered at Sum-
mer’s school and school district, bringing 
awareness of immersion issues to the State 
Capitol. He also started volunteering at 
the annual Pan-Asian Dragon Festival, the 
Chinese Heritage Foundation, China Insight 
and Alliance of Minnesota Chinese Organi-
zations (AMCO).

He put his approximately 40-year ex-
perience in IT to good use at each instance 
by helping each organization develop and 
maintain its websites. At China Insight, 
his help was particularly appreciated when 
the pandemic hit and the publication was 
forced to abandon its hard copy and go to a 
digital-only format.

Ahern traveled to Chicago with Bin-
gwen Yan, chair of AMCO, last month for 
the Oct. 16 ceremony where they received 
the Sino-US People’s Friendship Award.

The program, attended by more than 300 
people, including Consul General Zhao Jian, 

Bingwen Yan, left, and Will Ahern at award ceremony

was to celebrate the 23rd anniversary of the 
founding of the Chicago Chinese Tribune. It 
also recognized Midwesterners who foster 
friendship between Chinese Americans and 
Americans and, in general, the Sino-U.S. 
people-to-people connection. Zhao pointed 
out that Sino-U.S. cooperation will benefit 
both sides and promote world peace.

Another local Minnesotan who also 
received the award is Bingwen Yan. Yan 
is the founding president of Alliance of 
Minnesota Chinese Organization (AMCO) 
that launched a donation campaign for CO-
VID-19 relief funds and medical supplies 
for local communities, hospitals, clinics, 
and police stations in 2020. AMCO also 
produces the Chinese New Year and Moon 
festivals at Mall of America annually. Yan is 
committed to non-government international 
exchanges to strengthen Sino-U.S. cultural 
interactions.

China Insight congratulates both Ahern 
and Yan for being recognized for their com-
munity involvement. ♦

Business & Economy

State’s second quarter exports soar to record high $6.7 
billion 
• Minnesota exports of goods (including 
agricultural, mining and manufactured 
products) jumped 12% to $6.7 billion in the 
second quarter of 2022 – a record high for 
state quarterly exports. 
• U.S. exports of goods increased 22% 
between the second quarters of 2021 and 
2022. Exports grew from 42 states during 
this period.
• Minnesota’s manufactured exports grew 
to $6.0 billion, gaining 10% between the 
second quarters of 2021 and 2022, while 
U.S. manufactured exports increased 17%.
• For the year-to-date, Minnesota exports 
were up 12%, while U.S. exports grew 20%.

Canada and markets in the 
European Union drive gains 
in exports
• The state’s exports increased 29% to North 
America – the state’s top regional market, 
driven by Canada (up 42%); and grew 8% 
to markets in the European Union – led by 
gains in Germany (up 14%), Portugal ($18 
million, up 742%), Ireland (up 11%) and 
Belgium (up 10%). 
• Exports to Asia slipped 4%. Exports were 
robust in Thailand (up 36%), Korea (up 
19%) and India (up 35%) but slumped in 
the Philippines (down $76 million), Japan 
(down $60 million) and China (down $29 
million).
• Businesses made significant inroads in 

Central and South America (up 22%) and in 
the Middle East (up 23%). Key Central and 
South American markets were Costa Rica 
(up 24%), Brazil (up 33%) and Honduras 
(up $15 million); while notable Middle 
Eastern markets were Yemen (up $13 mil-
lion) and Israel (up 38%). 
• Outreach increased to the Australia-Pacific 
region ($122 million, up 8%) and Africa 
($50 million, up 10%).

Cereals, Mineral Fuel and 
Electrical Equipment Surge in 
Second Quarter
• Solid growth in exports of mineral fuels, 
oils (up 69%, or up $287 million), cereals 
(up 394%, or up $246 million), and electri-
cal equipment (up 13%, or up $105 million) 
boosted state exports this quarter.
• Demand in Canada spurred exports of min-
eral fuels, oils (up $253 million to Canada, 
largely light oils, including motor fuels) and 
cereals (up $264 million to Canada, largely 

corn (maize)). Canada’s market share for 
each of these products was about 90%. 
Among other markets for cereals, exports 
fell $23 million to Mexico but rose $12 
million to Yemen.  
• Electrical equipment surged to major mar-
kets such as Germany (up 40%), Canada (up 
15%), Thailand (up 25%) and Switzerland 
(up 33%). Integrated circuits (up 12%), 
electrical switches (up 27%) grew the most.
• A spike in demand for diagnostic/lab 
reagents and kits (up $65 million) – particu-
larly by China (up $44 million) and Italy (up 
$14 million) – fueled strong export growth 
of miscellaneous chemicals ($112 million, 

up 158%). 
• Iron/steel products (up 47%, led by Canada 
and Mexico), food by-products (up 20%, 
driven by starch/sugar by-products) and 
aircraft/spacecraft (up 31%, consisting of 
civilian aircraft parts) performed well.
• Markets for machinery rallied. 
Growing markets (such as China, Canada, 
Belgium and Mexico) offset sliding markets 
(mainly the Philippines, as demand for ma-
chines to manufacture semiconductors fell 
$78 million).
• Among optic, medical segments, ortho-
pedic, artificial body parts (up 35%) and 
misc. optical/medical machines (up 23%) 
balanced medical, surgical instruments 
(down 10%) and optical fibers (down 29%). 
Costa Rica (up 34%), Ireland (up 12%) and 
Taiwan (up 17%) mitigated adverse trends 
in China, Japan and Belgium.
• Mexico (down $67 million) dragged down 
oil seeds, misc. grain ($61 million, down 
49%), while China (down $32 million) and 
Italy (down $15 million) most impacted 
pharmaceuticals ($49 million, down 55%). ♦

Minnesota Quarterly Export Statistics is the most current resource available for tracking 
the state’s export trends in manufactured and other goods. The report is prepared for 
the Minnesota Trade Office (MTO) by the Department of Employment and Economic 
Development’s (DEED) Economic Analysis Unit (Thu-Mai Ho-Kim). The quarterly 
and annual statistics reports primarily cover export data based on the Harmonized 
System (Schedule B), accessed from WISERTrade - State HS Database, based on data 
collected by the U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Division. Reports are available on 
DEED’s website at “Export and Trade Statistics” (http://mn.gov/deed/data/export-stats/)

http://mn.gov/deed/data/export-stats/
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Strength in vaccines: how 
vaccination helps parents 
protect their children
Source: Asian Media Access | October 2022
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Many of Minnesota’s immigrants and 
refugees moved to the United States to give 
their children better futures, but COVID-19 
has put that opportunity at risk. Parents 
raising young children during the pandemic 
have faced the crisis in two ways. First, 
there are the economic hardships of unem-
ployment and the constant worry of how 
to provide for your family. Second, there 
are the difficulties of supporting children 
through the many changes COVID made 
to everyday life.

The transition to at-home learning left a 
lot of children feeling isolated and anxious 
about losing family members. Community 
health expert Fred Ndip explains, “It was 
terrifying. We lost a lot of community mem-
bers both here in the U.S. and back home, 
so it created a lot of anxiety.”

In addition to fearing for their family, 
students worried about falling behind in 
school. Children in the immigrant com-
munity faced additional barriers to at-home 
learning. When parents are not fluent in 
English or familiar with the U.S. school 
system, it is harder for them to help children 
navigate virtual lessons. Limited internet ac-
cess and library closures also made it harder 
for students to access support.

But immigrant communities are used 
to change, and the African commitment 
to community has fostered resilience. Me-
lissa Nambangi, executive director of the 
Minnesota African Women’s Association 
(MAWA) recognizes, “There are many dif-
ferences between communities from various 
African countries. But we have something 
beautiful in common: we all value commu-
nity. There is always room in our homes for 
more people. We will always take people in, 
provide a home-cooked meal, and support 
each other.”

Community is an important support 
system when it comes to parenting. As the 
saying goes, it takes a village to raise a child. 
Ndip says, “The pandemic took that com-
munal aspect away from us, but vaccines 
can help us get it back.” Controlling the 
COVID pandemic with vaccines can help 
make it safer to reconnect with community 
and continue to support each other to create 
a better future for the next generation.

Staying safe and strong for 
family

It is no secret that mothers will do almost 
anything to keep their children safe and 
healthy. Nambangi shares that this instinct 
runs strong in African mothers like herself: 
“We cannot let our children be sick. We 
want them to have the least amount of pain 
possible. But as women, we were brought 
up to put ourselves last.”

Caring for children requires strength. To 
stay strong, it is important for parents to take 
care of themselves, too. The COVID disease 
can have serious and long-term health con-
sequences for parents and children. COVID 
was the fifth most common cause of death 
between 2020 and 2022 for children ages 
1 to 41. But vaccines help reduce the risk 
of getting seriously ill. Vaccinated people 
are 10 times less likely than unvaccinated 
people to die from COVID.2

Vaccines also help protect the whole 
family, not just individuals. When parents 
get vaccinated, they are less likely to spread 
the dangerous disease to their kids. When 
it comes to COVID, protecting your kids 
means protecting yourself.

This is true during pregnancy as well. 
Studies show that COVID vaccines are 
safe for pregnant women and for babies. 
Vaccines are a common way for mothers to 
protect their children from many types of 
diseases. Nambangi recalls, “Any African 
woman who has become a mom in my time 
is used to the fact that while you're pregnant, 
you receive certain vaccines. For the first 
couple of years of the child's life, we must 
give them these vaccines … against measles, 
polio, and TB. We seek out vaccines because 
we know we are protecting the child.”

Just like other vaccines, the COVID 
vaccines protect reproductive health by 
preventing long-term health issues caused 
by COVID. Vaccines are just as helpful for 
fathers and boys as they are for mothers and 
girls. Getting vaccinated helps parents stay 
as strong as possible so that they can be there 
for their children and make sure that they 
do not suffer from COVID. As Nambangi 
shares, “I am vaccinated and it has helped 
me stay healthy. It makes a difference.”

Navigating health care together
Getting vaccinated is not just about the 

decision to protect oneself and one’s family 
from COVID. There are practical consider-
ations as well. Navigating a new country is 
difficult enough, but learning to navigate a 
complex and expensive health care system 
is a big challenge for immigrant communi-
ties. It is important to know that COVID 
vaccines are free even without insurance, 
and the community is coming together to 
make care simple and safe.

Organizations like MAWA and Project 
HEALINGS were created to support im-
migrant communities to get the care they 
need. These organizations are independent 
of the government. Local community mem-
bers run these organizations and understand 
community needs such as translating health 
information into African languages and 

dialects. They also run their own COVID 
clinics where you can ask questions, find 
trusted health care resources, and get vac-
cinated if you choose. ♦

Notes:
1 Dr. Katherine E. Fleming-Dutra. (2022, 
June 17). COVID-19 epidemiology in chil-
dren ages 6 months– 4 years.
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meet-
ings/downloads/slides-2022-06-17-18/02-
COVID-Fleming-Dutra-508.pdf
2 Chatterjee, R. (2022, June 18). CDC 
clears the way for vaccinations for children 
6 months to 5 years old. NPR.
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-
s h o t s / 2 0 2 2 / 0 6 / 1 8 / 1 1 0 5 9 2 9 2 4 7 /
vaccinations-for-children-6-months-to-
5-years-old-can-begin-after-cdc-clears-the
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Note:
1. “Marriage of Men and Women with 

the Same Surname”: Traditional Dong com-
munity had strict restrictions on the scope 
of intermarriage. Generally speaking, young 
men and women within their village or home 
group were not allowed to marry each other. 
Owing to the increasing population and 
migration, the distances between the clans 
or marriage groups reached far.

Marriage from afar brought great in-
convenience and personal safety hazards to 
the marriage activities. During the reign of 
Emperor Yongzheng of the Qing Dynasty 
(1723-1735), Kuan chiefs from 99 districts 
in the present-day Hunan, Guizhou, and 
Guangxi provinces gathered and passed 
the resolution of The “Ninety-nine Public 
Kuan”: young men and women could be-
come marriage partners regardless of their 
surname, generation or village if their blood 
relations exceeded five generations, which 
symbolized Dong marriages entering into 
modern style.
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Dong Kuan (侗款) – solid foundation for harmony in the 
Chinese Dong community, Part 1
By Yang Lingling, Bu Aihua | The Center for Hunan Cultural Heritage at Huaihua University

Dong Kuan (侗款), the folk 
law of Dong communities in 
China, was a self-government 
and self-defense organization 
in the past. It was typically 
characterized by the primitive 
clan-based rural commune 
and tribal alliance, making it 
a living fossil of the organi-
zational structure in Chinese 
Dong communities. Dong 
Kuan relied on Dong people's 
psychological recognition of 
Kuan Statutes to ensure its 
authority and implementation, 
maintain the peace and harmo-
ny of Dong communities, and 
strengthen defenses against 
external enemies. Accordingly, 
Dong community was also 
known as "A kingdom without 
a King" in the past. Dong Kuan 
was widespread in Dong com-
munities of Hunan, Guangxi 
and Guizhou provinces, cover-
ing a wide range of topics, such 
as politics, military, history, lit-
erature and music, etc. In 2009, 
Dong Kuan in Tongdao Dong 
Autonomous County, Hunan 
Province, was included in the 
second batch of provincial in-
tangible cultural heritage.

Formation of Dong 
Kuan

Dong Kuan was a unique product of the 
development of the traditional Dong com-
munity. In the late primitive clan society 
(about 3000 B.C.), social productivity had 
been further developed, and the possession 
of productive resources had been expanded 
to a broader range. Therefore, social con-
flicts were increasingly frequent as social 
disputes rose. An organization of tribal 
military alliance was formed to safeguard 
the common interests of the internal ancient 
Dong community and resist the external 
enemies and invasions at that time. The al-
liance made rules and regulations, namely 
"Dong Kuan" ̶ the fundamental folk law 
of the ancient Dong community to defend 
against enemies externally, keep harmony 
and unity internally, maintain public order 
and sustain social morality. In the late Tang 
and early Song dynasties, Dong Kuan, as 
a form of social organization, widely ex-
isted in vast Dong areas of today's Hunan, 
Guangxi and Guizhou provinces. 

Practically, the formation of Dong Kuan 
was a highly intricate process, constrained 
by the traditional Dong community's politi-
cal, economic, cultural and social situations. 
It had also evolved accordingly to meet the 
social needs, contributing positively to the 
harmony and development of Dong com-
munity.

Organization of Dong Kuan
Dong Kuan was also a geopolitical 

organization of folk autonomy and self-
defense. There were small, large, and extra-
large Dong Kuans. The small Kuan was an 
internal management organization within 
a Dong village with a distinct bloodline 
connotation to regulate the behaviors of the 
clan members and the villagers. It resolved 
internal disputes, maintain order and ensure 

the harmony of the clan and village. It was 
the most fundamental social organization 
in Dong community to implement its self-
governance in the past.

The large Kuan consisted of several 
small Kuans and generally divided by the 
territorial boundaries of mountains and 
watersheds. Most dealt with the major af-
fairs or settle the disputes among Dong vil-
lages. For example, according to historical 
records, a large Kuan once governed a vast 
Dong area with the span of four counties 
and three provinces, including several Dong 
villages in Pintan and Huangdu townships of 
Tongdao Dong Autonomous County, Hunan 
Province and several Dong villages in Linxi 
township of Sanjiang Dong Autonomous 
County, Pingdeng and Yinshui townships 
of Longsheng Ethnic Autonomous County, 
Guangxi Province, and Zhaoxing township 
of Liping County, Guizhou Province, with 
a total population of nearly 20,000. 

The extra-large Kuan was made up of 
several large Kuans, sometimes with the 
number of more than 10 large Kuans, also 
called the united Kuan. It was the supreme 
form of Dong Kuan, also a temporary united 
organization based on the necessities of 
specific historical situations. For example, 
an extra-large Kuan once organized 99 
chiefs of the small and the large Kuans 
from five counties of Tongdao County in 
Hunan Province, Rongjiang, Congjiang and 
Liping counties in Guizhou Province, and 
Sanjiang County in Guangxi Province to 
gather together to discuss and pass one of 
Kuan Statutes: Marriage of Men and Women 
with the Same Surname1. 

Components of Dong Kuan
Dong Kuan mainly consisted of a chief, 

a herald, troops and Kuan site, etc. The Kuan 

chief was the leader of the organization. The 
chief of the small Kuan was recommended 
by the headman of a Dong village, while the 
chiefs in small Kuans needed to support the 
chiefs of the large and extra-large Kuans ( 
chosen by the organization of the united 
Kuans). The chief had neither special rights 
or privileges, nor a particular place to work. 
He still needed to do farm work at ordinary 
times and dealt with village affairs only 
during major events or wartime.

The primary duty of the herald was to 
deliver information and orders from Kuan 
organizations and as well as to guard public 
buildings such as Dong drum towers and 
bridges, etc. 

Kuan troops formed by young and strong 
men from different Dong villages, were to 
maintain security and safeguard the interests 
of Dong communities. They did farm work 
in daily life and assembled only when their 
villages encountered external enemies or 
other emergencies. When necessary, the size 
of the troops could even reach hundreds of 
thousands Dong people from different Dong 
communities.

The Kuan site was a fixed gathering 
place in Dong community for the organiza-
tion to give orders, release and record rules 
and regulations, or erect a monument for 
symbolizing the resolution of a meeting. It 
was generally located either on the square 
of Dong drum tower in a large Dong vil-
lage or on a flat slope of a river dam close 
to Dong village.

The January 2023 China Insight will 
include Part 2 of Dong Kuan. It will discuss 
the various aspects of the Kuan Statues and 
how they regulate Dong communities and, 
also, a description of Kuan lyrics and their 
purpose. ♦

Dong villagers gathered at the Kuan site listening to the chief preaching Kuan lyrics in a village of Tongdao Dong Autonomous County 
Photo by Zhang Hong

Yang Lingling is an assistant 
professor at the Foreign Language 
School of Huaihua University in Hu-
nan Province, China. Her research 
interests cover second language 
education and cross-culture study.

Professor Bu Aihua is the head 
of the International Office, Centre 
for Hong Kong, Macau, and Tai-
wan Exchange and the dean of the 
International School of Huaihua 
University in China. Her major re-
search interests cover translation and 
dissemination of traditional Chinese 
culture, ELT, and cross-culture study.
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“China’s Next Act: How Sustainability and Technology 
are Reshaping China’s Rise and the World’s Future” by 
Scott M. Moore
Reviewed by James Herndon | Asian Review of Books | Sept. 12, 2022

Author: Scott M. Moore
Publisher: Oxford University Press
Publication date: August 2022
Hardcover: 320 pages
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in	 the	Office	 of	 the	Provost	 and	 a	 lecturer	 in	Political	 Science	 at	 the	
University of Pennsylvania. Moore was previously a Young Professional with 
the World Bank Group and served as Environment, Science, Technology, 
and	Health	Officer	for	China	at	the	U.S.	Department	of	State.	He	is	the	
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About the reviewer

James Herndon is a former U.S. 
Marine and Iraq war veteran. He 
has worked in Udaipur, India while 
completing his doctorate degree in 
economics. He currently works as a 
consultant in Birmingham, Alabama.

In May 2022, Antony Blinken, U.S. 
Secretary of State, outlined the Biden 
administration’s approach to the People’s 
Republic of China. Blinken closed by speak-
ing directly to the Chinese people, vowing 
“We’ll compete with confidence; we’ll 
cooperate wherever we can; we’ll contest 
where we must.” Between Blinken’s maxim 
and the actual conduct of foreign policy lie 
countless trade-offs, debates, and decisions. 
Scott Moore is familiar with those details, 
having lived in China before serving in the 
State Department’s Office of Chinese and 
Mongolian Affairs. His new book, “China’s 
Next Act,” offers guidance for how the U.S. 
should decide when to cooperate and when 
to compete with China. 

The book starts with the notion of an 
international public good, something that no 
single country can provide but that benefits 
all. While at the State Department, Moore 
worked on Policy Planning for Environ-
ment, Science, Technology, and Health, a 
portfolio replete with such spillover effects. 
To cite one pertinent example, when China 
released the full COVID genome in January 
of 2020, people everywhere became safer. 
That suggests the diffuse benefits of infor-
mation itself: a chapter on education makes 
it clear that academics produce more and 
better research when they co-author across 
national boundaries and collaborate with 
industry. Similar opportunities abound in the 
private sector: selling to the Chinese market 
could enable a range of American industries, 
from green technology to pharmaceuticals, 
to achieve profitability and economies of 
scale that ultimately benefit U.S. consumers 
and shareholders. These examples make a 
strong case that decoupling U.S. and China 
would entail enormous costs, whatever its 
alleged benefits for U.S. security.

Moore’s argument for selective coopera-
tion extends beyond the exchange of goods, 

people, and ideas: the U.S. must engage with 
China on international standards. For years, 
the U.S. has waged a worldwide campaign 
against Huawei, but it may be too little too 
late: led by Chinese nationals, the Interna-
tional Telecommunications Union selected 
5G standards that benefited Huawei in 2018.

That anecdote hints at one of the book’s 
strengths: an eye for the details that mat-
ter. Yes, China produces an avalanche of 
research on artificial intelligence, but most 
models run on TensorFlow and PyTorch, 
created by Google and Facebook, respec-
tively. On the other hand, some of Europe’s 
largest ports run on LOGINK, a program 
from the Chinese Ministry of Transporta-
tion. Anyone hoping for more aggressive 
Western criticism of China’s policies in 
Xinjiang should keep in mind that the region 
supplies half the world’s polysilicon, a vital 
component for solar panels. The minutiae 
of this book never feels pedantic; instead 
it serves to illustrate that effective public 
policy demands prioritizing some goals at 
the expense of others.

Moore’s practical agenda rests on long 
experience in China, from schoolboy days 
in Hong Kong to professional work in 
Shanghai and Kunshan. He’s buttressed 
that knowledge with sources obscure to 
most Westerners, such as the CCP’s inter-
nal publication Qiu Shi (Seeking Truth), 
Chinese journals of internal relations, and 
a range of official state policy documents. 
That combination of the personal and the 
academic resulted in a book at once both 
accessible and rigorous.

Moore acknowledges that traditional 
measures of power like demography, geog-
raphy and natural resources still matter, but 
he makes a compelling case that less tan-
gible policy issues will play a greater role as 
China develops. That development has gone 
further than many in the West realize: today 

the service sector constitutes more than half 
of China’s GDP, while exports have plum-
meted as a percentage of GDP in recent 
years. Recognizing that their economy now 
relies more on domestic innovation, the CCP 
increased legal protections for intellectual 
property, to say nothing of new data privacy 
laws that resemble those in many Western 
countries.

Moore never hides his allegiances: he is 
a Westerner hoping for the triumph of liberal 
values. But he tempers that conviction with 
a clear-eyed appraisal of China’s strengths, 
weaknesses, and ambitions. The book opens 
with Bill Clinton’s 1998 speech at Peking 
University, suffused with the conviction that 
economic reforms would lead to changes in 
the social and political sphere. The weight 
of evidence today calls for a decidedly less 
ambitious approach to Western policy. Ac-
cording to Moore, the West should encour-
age trade, investment, and collaboration 
in industry and academia, but identify and 
protect the handful of genuine “keystone” 
technologies that will remain under domes-
tic control. Democracies should do all they 

can to help set international standards in 
areas like communications and biosafety. 
Lastly, foreigners should be cautious in 
seeking to effect domestic change within 
China, being sure that any proposal has a 
viable Chinese constituency.

No one should expect a sudden return to 
the halcyon days of the 1990s. But Moore 
has outlined a viable path forward. If the 
United States and the Soviet Union could 
cooperate on polio vaccine trials in the 
1950s, surely leaders today can identify 
similar issues that promise mutual gains. 
Our leaders should aim for nothing less, 
or more. ♦
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Concerned about misconceptions about China?
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business harmony. 

We are interested in publishing articles that engage audiences in 
America. Potential topics range from understanding daily life in China 
(or for Chinese in America) to discussions of business markets from 
both an American or Chinese viewpoint.

If you would like to contribute an article, please contact Greg 
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“The Many Lives of the First Emperor of China” by 
Anthony J. Barbieri-Low
Reviewed by Elizabeth Lawrence | Asian Review of Books | Sept. 27, 2022

Author: Anthony J. Barbieri-Low
Publisher: University of Washington Press
Publication date: August 2022
Hardcover: 360 pages

Anthony J. Barbieri-Low is Professor of History with the University of 
California, Santa Barbara, and he holds his Ph.D. in Chinese Art and 
Archaeology from Princeton University. His areas of specialization are the 
social, legal, economic, and material-culture history of early imperial China, 
and Chinese archaeology and epigraphy.

About the reviewer

Elizabeth Lawrence is a historian of 
modern China with cross-disiplinary 
interests in heritage studies and 
material culture. She hs a B.A. in 
history and English from Grinnell 
College and a masters and Ph.D in 
East Asian Languages and Cultures 
from Columbia University. She is 
an assistant professor of history at 
Augustana College, Illinois.

We want your input on the 
future of China Insight

Share your ideas about:

•	 Topics of interest
•	 How	we	can	reflect	the	current	state	of	US-China	relations
•	 Format of China Insight

Become more involved!
•	 Contribute content
•	 Invest
•	 Provide feedback
•	 Advertise

Contact Greg Hugh by email at ghugh@chinainsight.info or by phone 
at 612-723-4872 with your comments or to discuss how you can become 
involved in the future of China Insight.

The First Emperor, founder of the short-
lived Qin Dynasty (221-207 BCE) and even 
“China” writ large by some accounts, is a 
well-known historical figure. The excava-
tion and subsequent global circulation of 
the Terracotta Warriors, crafted to guard 
his tomb, have given rise to a certain “Qi-
nomania” Stories of the entombed ruler 
only heighten the fascination of the mass-
produced and life-sized soldiers. Born into 
a hostage situation, the man known as Ying 
Zheng broke with the past, burned books, 
and buried scholars alive as he forged a new 
kind of centralized state. He survived assas-
sination attempts and became infamously 
obsessed with a doomed quest for immor-
tality. But how do we really know what we 
know about this world-shaking unifier of 
“all under heaven”? 

Anthony J Barbieri-Low’s “The Many 
Lives of the First Emperor of China” is 
evidence that historical “meta-analysis” can 
produce a book as absorbing as a good narra-

tive history. It draws the reader into a drama 
grounded not in biographical detail but in 
a dazzling array of historical sources and 
cultural artifacts. The portrait that emerges is 
a portrait of us: we who cast our gaze on the 
past to understand the present and deliver 
exhortations for the future.

In Part 1 of his four-part book, Barbieri-
Low analyzes thousands of years of histori-
cal narratives and interpretations, beginning 
with the “fountainhead” of all First Emperor 
stories, the accounts of Han Dynasty histo-
rian Sima Qian. Over millennia, Confucian 
disdain for a ruler devoid of virtue gave way 
to 20th century evaluations grounded in 
historical determinism, psychological pro-
jection, and hero worship, particularly that 
of Mao, who celebrated the First Emperor 
as a unifier while boasting of his own even 
greater ruthlessness in meting out of revo-
lutionary violence. In every era, including 
our own, people looked upon the past only 
to find a First Emperor who suited their own 

worldviews. Barbieri-Low concludes this 
section with a striking observation from the 
classroom, the site that inspired the book:

 
I often assign an essay in which 

I ask students to argue for a his-
torical characterization of the 
First Emperor as hero, tyrant, 
nation builder, or human-rights 
abuser. Twenty years ago … in-
ternational students schooled in 
mainland China overwhelmingly 
characterized the First Emperor 
as a hero or nation builder, while 
most American students deter-
mined him to be a cruel tyrant. In 
recent years, however, I have seen 
even those domestic students shift 
toward the hero assessment, re-
flecting larger trends in American 
society that reveal a worrisome 
attraction towards strongmen and 
demagogues.
 
If the book had ended there, it would be a 

success. But Barbieri-Low has more to offer. 
Part 2 examines “Unearthed Voices from the 
Qin Conquest,” or recently excavated ma-
terials that predate Sima Qian’s influential 
but biased account. Relevant archeological 
sources include a mass grave discovered in 
Shanxi and dated to 260 BCE, a date that 
corresponds with a brutal battle during the 
Qin conquest of the state of Zhao. Now, 
when I think of the Terracotta Warriors in 
their orderly rows, I will also think of the ill-
fated soldiers of Zhao, “heaped all together” 
in what was likely “a mass burial of war ca-
sualties. “All but one,” writes Barbieri-Low, 
“had died from major trauma, either through 
being decapitated, cut in two, riddled with 
arrows, or having his head smashed in.” 
These dozens of men were among the es-
timated “1,500,000 enemy soldiers killed 
by the Qin armies in their century-long war 
of conquest.”

Following that grim analysis, Part 3 
takes a closer look at representations of 
iconic episodes in the First Emperor’s life, 
some of them apocryphal. Part 4 examines 
the First Emperor and his tomb through 
cultural representations, produced by indi-
viduals and corporate entities as diverse as 
Guo Moruo, Franz Kafka, and the American 
studio behind the video game Indiana Jones 
and the Emperor’s Tomb. With this organi-
zational schema, some repetitiveness creeps 
in, while other worthy case studies, includ-
ing riffs on the First Emperor in contempo-
rary science fiction, are left out. But at every 
turn, there are small revelations. Among the 
better-known historical adaptations, like 
Zhang Yimou’s “Hero,” one finds analysis 
of obscure but fascinating gems, like Peng 
Jingya’s “The First Emperor of Qin Goes to 
Sea Seeking Immortals,” a story published 
in 1940s Japanese-occupied Shanghai which 
criticized imperialist Japan’s promise of 
modernization under its imposed tutelage, 
and slid past the censors as a story super-
ficially about an emperor and a goddess.

The book is a hardback university press 
publication with blurbs by top scholars of 
early China. But if you’ve ever stood agape 
at the material riches of the Terracotta War-
riors or sunk deep into an armchair with a 
good work of historical fiction or biography, 
then this book is also for you. ♦
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Reaction to 20th Party Congress and Xi Jinping’s third 
term
By Elaine Dunn | October 2022

The Chinese propaganda machine can 
spin it any which way it likes (see p. 12), 
but in the end, it’s how the outside world, 
especially the Western media, perceive and 
interpret the 20th Communist Party Con-
gress and the “coronation” of Xi Jinping 
that counts. 

Videos of former president Hu Jintao 
being (possibly forcibly) led out mid-session 
with a distressed expression certainly did 
not good optics make! (This video clip was 
widely circulated in the West, but not found 
on China’s social media platforms.)

Hu’s “collective leadership” style is 
in contrast to Xi’s strongman approach. 
Therefore, many believe this was a move 
sanctioned by Xi to show that things were 
now “his way or nothing” as a professor at 
the School of African and Oriental Studies 
in London put it.

The son of a senior communist official, 
a victim of Mao Zedong’s Cultural Revolu-
tion and a rising star in the communist party 
prior to being appointed national leader 
has now defied recent history and attained 
a precedent-breaking third five-year term 
as leader of the Chinese Communist Party. 

And what did the Western media make 
of this once-in-five-years party congress, 
“coronation” and all? The following sample 
of headlines is quite telling:
• The Japan Times, Oct. 17: Xi looks to 
harness Chinese “fighting spirit” to take 
on US
• Bloomberg, Oct. 17: Xi’s fiery Taiwan 
rhetoric raises risk of war in his third term
• Forbes, Oct. 17: Xi outlines superpower 
ambitions amid tensions with US and eco-
nomic woes
• Reuters, Oct. 24: Xi Jinping’s third term 
gets markets thumbs-down
• The Hill, Oct. 24: Xi is pursuing his 
dark ambitions for the world sooner than 

expected
• Express.co, Oct. 24: Xi Jinping’s ‘hu-
miliation’ of party veteran shows Chinese 
president’s ‘dictatorial power’
• The Guardian, Oct. 25: Xi Jinping has 
purged China of hope – but he can’t stamp 
out small acts of resistance (in reference to 
the protest banners unfurled at a high-traffic 
Beijing intersection just before opening of 
20th Congress)

The West’s key takeaways from the 
week-long Congress? Simply put, it’s now 
Xi’s China!

Broken norms 
No one since Mao Zedong had served 

more than two terms, so Xi’s third term 
certainly broke with tradition. Another 
norm broken was his removal of reformist 
Li Keqiang and Wang Yang from the party 
Central Committee and the Politburo Stand-
ing Committee. Both were aged 67. Their 
removal broke the “seven-up/eight-down” 
rule where those 67 and under used to be 
allowed to serve another five-year term. 

The third norm broken was he did not re-
place Sun Chunlan from the Politburo (see p. 
3) thereby reducing Politburo membership 
from 25 to 24 to eliminate the possibility of 
a tie-breaker vote.

Echo chamber group-think
Xi packed the seven-member Politburo 

Standing Committee with allies and loyal-
ists. Three of the four new members owe 
their political rise directly to Xi. Two top 
Youth League leaders were forced to step 
down to make way for the “yes-men” group.

This allows Xi a free hand in making 
policies. If things don’t go well, though, 
it’ll be difficult to shift blame and make 
correction. Xi and his team will be fully 
responsible for any policy mis-steps.

An assistant professor at the School 
of International Service at American Uni-
versity said Xi’s “autocracy may provoke 
stronger international pushback from the 
U.S.-led Western countries. All of these 
scenarios will make his third, and likely, 
fourth terms not as easy as expected."

More assertive party policies
In his two-hour opening speech at the 

party congress, Xi said, “China’s interna-
tional influence, appeal and power to shape 
the world have significantly increased … 
Chinese modernization offers humanity a 
new choice for achieving modernization,” 

indicating China is ready to stare down the 
U.S. in an “increasingly dangerous world.” 

Xi is telling the world he’s prepared to 
lead China into superpower status and self-
reliance. National security and the party’s 
political security will dominate.

Economic bubble
In order to compete with and overtake 

the U.S., Xi needs to focus on rebuilding the 
domestic economy. Xi hinted at economic 
self-reliance. However, Party control of 
everything will curtail freedom and stifle 
innovation, leading to a counter-growth 

environment.
The past two years had seen major 

upheaval and problems in the housing and 
property development markets in China. 
Property developers fell prey to cheap 
credit and over expanded, engaging in 
Ponzi schemes. The collapse of Evergrande 
brought the economic bubble to a head in 
2021. Since 70% of the Chinese popula-
tion’s total wealth is in the real estate mar-
ket, anger from home buyers mounted and 
they stopped payments on their mortgage 
payments. 

Add to this the unprofitable government 
infrastructure projects that resulted in ghost 
cities and railways that go nowhere, building 
up internal debt. Overseas unpaid debt from 
Xi’s “One Belt, One Road” initiative made 
China the largest source of development 
credit, a major risk to China’s economy.

Rising unemployment among the young-
er generation cause them to lose faith in 
the state government, resulting in the “lie 
flat” movement. Civil unrest and economic 
instability are very real. 

Since globalization has caused the world 
markets to be tightly interconnected, China’s 
slowdown is nothing to celebrate. 

Reunification must be realized
Xi is laser-focused on taking Taiwan. 
In 2019, he referred to Taiwan as “a 

problem that should not be allowed to be 
passed down from one generation to the 
next.” His “rejuvenation” comments on Oct. 
17 referred to Taiwan and received major 
applause from the 2,300 delegates, capping 
it off with a definitive proclamation: “… and 
it can, without doubt, be realized!”

On Oct. 22, he officially mentioned, 
and codified opposition to Taiwan’s in-
dependence within China’s constitution, 
stating that it “resolutely opposes” and 
deters “separatists” from seeking Taiwan’s 
independence.”

Japan is rethinking and reforming its 
post-WWII “pacifist constitution” amidst 
China’s latest aggressive behaviour in the 
South China Seas and Taiwan.

The Biden administration had plodded 
along with the assumption that war, should 
it occur, would not take place before 2027. 
After Oc.t 22, American policymakers and 
the military had better recalculate their 
Taiwan strategy as the conflict may come 
much sooner.

National security
According to Xi, China faces “strong 

winds and high waves.” Therefore, he called 
for taking steps to strengthen national secu-
rity on all fronts: food, energy and supply 
chains.

Beijing has taken steps to 
revive farm production, develop 
water storage technologies, work 
on achieving carbon neutrality, 
and advance research in tech ar-
eas such as artificial intelligence, 
digital economy, intellectual 
property protection and robotics. 

Fostering talent through an 
improved education system was 
underscored.

Z e r o - C O V I D ,  w i t h 
flexibility

For now, zero-COVID prac-
tices are still in place. But there’ll be less 
PCR testing, more intercity mobility, vari-
ous degree of opening travel. However, Xi 
is willing to sacrifice economic growth for 
national security and safety.

In his decade of power, Xi had unleashed 
maneuvers to position himself and China in 
a superior position against external forces. 
Noble as his goal to restore China to its 
former Middle Kingdom glory is, it is far 
from painless and benign: he cracked down 
on opposition in Hong Kong and Xinjiang, 
he weeded out foreign influences he deemed 
unfavourable, he rolled out cutting-edge 
surveillance systems across the country and 
threw human rights to the wind! 

Xi cares only about Xi. The Chinese 
people will not experience political and civil 
rights under him. 

The Oct. 28 Center for Security Policy 
stated the 20th Party Congress “will serve to 
advance Xi’s internal repression and exter-
nal expansion. Once the world understands 
this, the congress may be demystified, show-
ing why Xi’s ambitions must be confronted 
and defeated.” ♦

Dramatic removal of former Chinese 
president Hu Jintao, supposedly not feeling 
well, from the dais by Xi’s aides
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Confidence in history important to achieve national 
rejuvenation
By Li Haiqing | China Daily | Oct. 22, 2022

In the report he submitted to the 20th 
National Congress of the Communist Party 
of China on Oct 16, Xi Jinping, general 
secretary of the CPC Central Committee, 
said: "We must remain confident in our his-
tory, exhibit great historical initiative, and 
write an even more magnificent chapter for 
socialism with Chinese characteristics in 
the new era."

The Party led the people to liberate the 
country. It has also significantly improved 
people's livelihoods. When the Party real-
ized it was not possible to replicate the 
Soviet Union's revolution and national 
construction models in China, it adapted 

Marxism to the country's reality.
The CPC also led the Chinese people 

to overthrow feudalism and bureaucratic 
capitalism by winning the new democratic 
revolution, and founded the People's Repub-
lic. And the liberation of the Chinese nation 
and the Chinese people laid the foundation 
of socialism for the national rejuvenation.

Through the socialist revolution and 
construction, the Chinese people under the 
leadership of the Party have established a 
basic socialist system, brought about the 
most profound social changes in history, 
and developed China into a socialist society.

Since the launch of reform and opening-

up in the late 1970s, the Party has united 
and led the Chinese people to forge ahead 
on the road of socialism, and develop and 
safeguard socialism with Chinese charac-
teristics.

China has realized the historical trans-
formation from a highly centralized planned 
economy to a vibrant socialist market econ-
omy, from partial to all-around opening-up, 
from a country with low productivity to 
the world's second-largest economy, and 
developed from a country with insufficient 
food and other necessities to a country that is 
self-sufficient in food. It has also established 
a vibrant and promising economic system, 

and improved the material conditions for 
the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

The CPC has led the confident and inno-
vative Chinese people to overcome a series 
of challenges and realize the first centenary 
goal of building a moderately prosperous 
society in all respects in the new era of so-
cialism with Chinese characteristics.

The strategic arrangements have been 
made to achieve the second centenary goal 
of developing China into a great modern 
socialist country that is prosperous, strong, 
democratic, culturally advanced, harmoni-
ous and beautiful by the middle of this 
century (2049 being the centenary of the 
founding of the People's Republic). The 
Party provides systemic guarantee and 
consolidates the material base for the reju-
venation of the Chinese nation and people.

In the new era, China has won the battle 
against poverty, by eradicating extreme 
poverty, contributing significantly to the 
global cause of poverty reduction, while 
China's GDP has increased from 54 trillion 
yuan ($7.5 trillion) to 114 trillion yuan, 
and its share in the global economy has 
reached 18.5 percent - the second highest 
in the world. China has also deepened, 
and effected historic changes and systemic 
reforms in many fields.

While socialism with Chinese character-
istics has been developing at a rapid pace, 
China's governance system and capability 
are improving fast. The country has now de-
clared that lucid waters and lush mountains 
are invaluable assets, implemented holistic 
policies to better safeguard its mountains, 
rivers, forests, farmlands, lakes, grasslands 
and deserts, and strengthened the ecological 
civilization.

During its more than 100 years of 
struggle, the CPC has grown into a major 
and strong party which has the courage to 
carry out self-reform. Moreover, the Party 
is not afraid to acknowledge and correct its 
mistakes, which has prompted the people to 
feel confident that the Party will make even 
greater achievements.

China has realized the great leap from a 
weak nation to a moderately prosperous and 
strong country. Hence, the great rejuvena-
tion of the Chinese nation is inevitable. The 
Party's struggle has fundamentally changed 
the Chinese people's fate and future, dem-
onstrating the great power of Marxism and 
profoundly influencing the world's history.

As Xi noted, the Party, the People's Re-
public and the Chinese people have reasons 
to be confident. The Chinese people should 
be confident of the history of the Party not 
only because of its glorious achievements, 
but also because it is set to win more battles 
and overcome even tougher challenges. 
Yet more efforts need to be made to realize 
national rejuvenation through the Chinese 
path to modernization.

Of course, the journey to national re-
juvenation will not be smooth. It will be 
full of risks and challenges. But due to its 
confidence in its own history, the Party will 
realize that goal, further improving people's 
livelihoods and enhancing China's status in 
the international community. ♦

The author is a professor at the School 
of Marxism, Party School of the Central 
Committee of the CPC. The views don't 
necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

Food

Eden Prairie Asian Mall 
plans “soft opening” for Nov. 
10
By Greg Hugh | October 2022

Developers of the Asia Mall in Eden 
Prairie say they are planning for a 2-5 p.m., 
Thursday, Nov. 10, 2022, “soft opening” 
of their 100,000-square-foot project, an 
Asian-themed mix of grocery, restaurant, 
retail, and office use in the former Gander 
Mountain location.

The opening comes 15 months after the 
City of Eden Prairie approved the project 
in August 2021. According to the develop-
ers, the soft opening is restricted to only 
invited guests, followed by a grand opening 
on Nov. 20.

Between the soft opening and grand 
opening, Asia Mall will operate with lim-
ited hours and capacity — up to about 500 
people per day — as the project officially 
gets off the ground.

Initially, the five investors — all found-

ers of the Bloomington-based nonprofit 
Chinese American Chamber of Commerce 
— hoped to open Asia Mall last summer, 
later pushed back to this spring.  But those 
targets were made impossible by supply-
chain snags.

The concept is similar to the food halls 
that are springing up across the country: a 
sprawling market that highlights numerous 
vendors and shops, most with a food theme. 

The Eden Prairie plan will be anchored 
by nearly a 40,000 square feet of grocery 
space, the Asian Mart, on the main floor.  
But the enclosed mall will also include full-
service restaurants, small-scale retail, a food 
court, and more – some of it on a greatly 
expanded mezzanine.

Longtime Eden Prairie residents and res-
taurateurs Michael and Mai Bui are among 

The Communist Party of China opens its 20th national congress at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Oct 16, 2022. [Photo/Xinhua]

the Asia Mall tenants.  Michael said their 
sit-down Vietnamese restaurant, Pho Mai, 
and food court tenant, Bober Tea & Mochi 
Dough, both will have soft openings on that 
same Nov. 10 date.

Bui said Bober Tea & Mochi Dough will 
have a grand opening on Saturday, Nov. 12, 
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., with a deejay and 
dragon dance. Pho Mai’s grand opening will 
be Saturday, Nov. 19, he added.

Home Taste, Hot Pot City, Dosirak 
(Korean), CrunCheese Korean Hot Dog and 
Korean Dessert, Uni Uni and Legendary 
Spice are examples of other eateries that 
will be part of the mall.  The mall will fea-
ture foods from throughout Asia, including 
China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan and Vietnam.

Less than 7,000 square feet between six 
spaces is still available. www.asianmallmn.
com. ♦

http://www.asianmallmn.com/
http://www.asianmallmn.com/
http://www.asianmallmn.com/
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The coronation of Chairman Xi; watch out for 'Xi Jinping 
thought'
By Yen Makabenta, columnist | The Manila Times | Oct. 25, 2022

First word
BE in no doubt. What happened in Bei-

jing over the weekend at the 20th congress 
of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) was 
no ordinary election, but a coronation.

The party congress unveiled China's new 
leadership, and its decision to extend Xi's 
rule as China's paramount leader for five 
more years until at least 2028.

Xi, 69, will be the general secretary of 
the CCP for an unprecedented third term, 
breaking a two-term norm set by his pre-
decessors.

The Chinese regime named Xi and six 
other party officials to the politburo standing 
committee, the communist regime's highest 
decision-making body.

Second in the politburo standing com-
mittee's ranking order is Li Qiang, 63, who 
is the current party secretary of Shanghai. Li 
is expected to be named premier in March 
of next year, replacing incumbent Premier 
Li Keqiang.

Sunday's announcement of Xi secur-
ing another five-year term was expected, 
after two of Xi's political rivals, includ-
ing premier Li Keqiang, were not named 
to the 205-member central committee on 
October 22, at the conclusion of the 20th 
CCP congress.

Now, the Chinese nation and the world 
must ponder the contours of "Xi Jinping 
thought" in much the same way they once 
contemplated the thoughts of Chairman 
Mao. The congress issued a resolution on 
the constitution in Saturday's session to wit:

"The congress calls on all party members 
to acquire a deep understanding of the deci-
sive significance of establishing comrade Xi 
Jinping's core position on the party central 
committee and in the party as a whole and 
establishing the guiding role of Xi Jinping 
Thought."

Xi's dominance in running 
China

The Associated Press, in reporting on the 
weekend developments, said the CCP reaf-
firmed Xi Jinping's continued dominance in 

running China.
The congress effectively removed 

Premier Li from senior leadership. Li, the 
nation's No. 2 official, is a proponent of 
market-oriented reforms, which are in con-
trast to Xi's moves to expand state control 
over the economy.

The week-long meeting, as it wrapped 
on Saturday, also wrote Xi's major policy 
initiatives on the economy and the military 
into the party's constitution, as well as his 
push to rebuild and strengthen the party's 
position by declaring it absolutely central 
to China's development and future.

Analysts were watching for signs of any 
weakening of or challenge to Xi's position, 
but none was apparent. The removal of Li, 
while not unexpected, signaled Xi's con-
tinuing tight hold on power in the world's 
second-largest economy.

In brief closing remarks, Xi said the 
revision to the constitution "sets out clear 
requirements for upholding and strengthen-
ing the party's overall leadership."

Li was among four of the seven members 
of the party's all-powerful politburo stand-
ing committee who were missing from its 
new 205-member central committee, which 
was formally elected at the closing session.

If Li Keqiang had stayed on the stand-
ing committee, it would have indicated 
some possible pushback within the leader-
ship against Xi, particularly on economic 
policy. Li had already been largely sidelined, 
though, as Xi has taken control of most 
aspects of government.

Former Chinese president Hu Jintao, 
Xi's predecessor as party leader, was helped 
off the stage a little more than two hours into 
the 3.5-hour meeting without explanation.

As speculation swirled in some Western 
media about the reason for Hu's depar-
ture, China's official Xinhua news agency 
tweeted late Saturday that he was not feeling 
well and had been accompanied to a nearby 
room for a rest.

Police were stationed along major roads, 
with bright-red-clad neighborhood watch 
workers at regular intervals in between, 

to keep an eye out 
for any potential 
disruptions.

An individual 
caught authorities 
by surprise last 
week by unfurl-
ing banners from 
an overpass in Bei-
jing that called for 
Xi's removal and 
attacked his govern-
ment's tough pan-
demic restrictions.

A report read by 
Xi at the opening 
session of the con-
gress a week ago 
showed a determi-
nation to stay on 
the current path in 
the face of domestic 
and international 
challenges.

Xi has emerged 
during his first de-
cade in power as 
one of China's most 
powerful leaders 
in modern times, 

rivaling Mao Zedong, who founded the 
communist state in 1949 and led the country 
for a quarter century.

A third five-year term as party leader 
breaks an unofficial two-term limit that was 
instituted to try to prevent the excesses of 
Mao's one-person rule, notably the tumultu-
ous 1966-1976 Cultural Revolution, under 
which Xi suffered as a youth.

Xi has put loyalists in key positions 
and taken personal charge of policy work-
ing groups. In contrast, factions within the 
party discussed ideas internally under Hu 
and Jiang, his two immediate predecessors, 
said Ho-fung Hung, a professor of political 
economy at Johns Hopkins University.

"Right now, you don't really see a lot of 
internal party debates about these different 
policies and there is only one voice there," 
he said.

Xi has emphasized the central role of the 
Communist Party, expanding state control 
over society as well as the economy. In his 
remarks, he said the party, which marked 
its 100th anniversary last year, is still in 
its prime.

World dominated by Xi Jinping 
thought?

The Wall Street Journal in an editorial on 
Oct. 16, 2022, "The thoughts of Chairman 
Xi," said that Xi's third five-year term con-
firms China's "combination of aggressive 
nationalism and communist ideology" as the 
single biggest threat to world freedom and 
all but guarantees an era of confrontation 
with the US.

"The bet, which was worth taking for the 
sake of a better world, was that China would 
follow the path of other East Asian nations 
that evolved into democracies as the middle-
class grew. But China's Communist Party 
has never relinquished its grip on power as 
the authoritarians of Taiwan, South Korea, 
Indonesia and the Philippines did.

"In his book “The Hundred-Year Mara-
thon,” Michael Pillsbury makes a powerful 
case that Chinese war hawks have been 
biding their time all along until China was 

strong enough to challenge US power. 
But there were enough differences in elite 
opinion in China to think that even the 
party wasn't monolithic in its views. Mr. 
Xi's consolidation of power has ended that 
debate, as he has become the most power-
ful and committed Communist leader since 
Mao Zedong.

"In a decade Mr. Xi has crushed all 
dissent, imposed a vast censorship regime, 
and created in intrusive surveillance regime 
beyond anything the East German Stasi 
imagined. He has erased the autonomy for 
50 years that China had promised Hong 
Kong and made Xinjiang province a prison 
camp for the Uyghurs.

"He has also restored the Communist 
Party to the commanding heights of the 
economy, putting decades of market reform 
in reverse. Private companies that grew large 
have been subjected to political control and 
state-owned companies receive preference 
in capital allocation. Theft from foreign 
businesses, inside and outside of China, is 
a state-sanctioned practice.

"Mr. Xi has also abandoned the restraint 
abroad that marked the first 30 years after 
Mao. He has occupied and militarized 
disputed islands in the South China Sea, 
though he had promised not to. He has 
fanned disputes with India, Australia and 
Japan, and he is menacing Taiwan militar-
ily. He is building a military that can project 
power globally and hold the US homeland 
vulnerable. Mr. Xi believes in a potent com-
bination of Marxism-Leninism at home and 
nationalist expansion abroad.

"All of this in service of Mr. Xi's view 
that communist China is destined to re-
place the US as the world's leading power. 
He said in his speech Sunday to the party 
congress that China is offering humanity 
a 'new choice' that is an alternative to the 
democratic West.

"China has weaknesses. The state di-
rection of capital has led to excesses and 
inefficiencies that have slowed the country's 
breakneck growth. So has Mr. Xi's zero-
Covid policy. China must also import much 
of its food and energy, making it vulnerable 
in a crisis.

"The country's demographics are daunt-
ing, as it will likely grow old before its 
average standard of living matches that of 
the West. With his desire at age 69 to remain 
in power for another five years, and maybe 
for life, Mr. Xi is also setting the country 
up for a succession dilemma that could 
become messy.

"But none of this should make the US 
sanguine about the Xi challenge. It is the 
most formidable the US has faced since 
World War 2, with economic and military 
power backed by ideological conviction 
and nationalist ambition. The West has 
been slow to recognize the seriousness of 
the threat, but perhaps the coronation of 
Mr. Xi will be the catalyst for a bipartisan 
awakening.

"A US response to Xi Jinping's challenge 
... has to start with the recognition that the 
US military isn't currently prepared to meet 
China's threat. If Mr. Xi becomes convinced 
China has an advantage in hard power, he 
will find a moment to act against Taiwan or 
some other US strategic interest. The US 
must rally its confidence and resources, and 
soon, if it doesn't want a world dominated 
by Xi Jinping thought." ♦
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Taste of Asia inaugural event at Union Depot attracts 
steady crowd throughout the day
By Melody Zhou | Chinese Community Center | October 2022

A full day event, Taste of Asia, was held 
from 11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
October 24 in the Union Depot in St. Paul 
in celebration of Asian food and culture and 
the vibrant Minnesota AAPI small business 
community. Taste of Asia was open to all 
and free to attend. 

Traditional Asian foods were prepared 
by over 30 local vendors as well as a full day 
of diverse dance and musical performances 
with a variety of fashion shows on several 
stages. Cultural activities highlighting the 
rich heritage of our AAPI community was 
also presented by a variety of Asian orga-
nizations and those attending that wished to 
participate could complete an activity book 
that challenged their knowledge about Asian 
countries.

The API community continues to pro-
mote COVID-19 vaccination so the organiz-
ers of Taste of Asia offered a $50.00 gift card 
at the event that could be used to purchase 
food from any of the food vendors by getting 
the vaccination.

As the lead hosting organization, the 
Chinese Community Center would like 
to thank their co-hosts and partners, the 
Chinese American Chamber of Commerce 
- MN, Minnesota Hmong Chamber of Com-
merce and Asian Media Access for their 
participation. Thank you for making the first 
Taste of Asia a grand success! Every aspect 
of the event was even better than we could 
have hoped for, and we could not have done 
it without you.

The organizers thank all of the food ven-
dors for providing such delicious food and 
working to quickly restock amidst crowds 
that at times were larger than we could have 
anticipated. We know that it wasn't easy 
to coordinate with your kitchens and keep 
deliveries coming throughout the day. You 
all put the "Taste" in Taste of Asia, and we 
can't thank you enough for your hard work!

A thank you to all of the organizations 
for sharing your heritage and culture with 
our attendees. Your traditional handcrafts, 
instruments, clothing, and more provided 

cultural enrichment and family activities 
that are a central part of Taste of Asia's 
mission to highlight AAPI culture on a 
large scale. We hope that you enjoyed shar-
ing your traditions with our attendees and 
were able to promote your organizations to 
a wider audience.

To our performers, thank you for putting 
on such wonderful displays of music, danc-
ing, and fashion. There was a crowd at the 
stage for all 8 hours of the event, which is 
no easy feat! I don't think there is anything 
more we need to say – the attendees loved 
your performances, and we hope you had a 
great time putting on the show!

To all of our volunteers, we cannot thank 
you enough for donating your time and 
efforts to making Taste of Asia a success. 
Whether you came on Saturday to help set 
up the space or were there on Sunday help-
ing us run the event (or both), there would 
have been no Taste of Asia without your 
hard work. We are a small team, and we 
could not have done this without you.

Finally, the organizers wish to thank 
all of their sponsors who made this event 
possible. An event of this size is no small 
undertaking, and it could not have done 
it without their support. They have heard 
such great feedback from their community 
already, and we pass their gratitude on to 
you who have helped to make Taste of Asia 
possible.

Based on the official count from Union 
Depot, there was over 10,000 people coming 
in and out of the event throughout the day 
(Our volunteering counters reported 28300, 
but there must be some duplicates). The 
number of attendees greatly exceeded our 
expectations, and we are so grateful to have 
had such a positive community response.

Finally, if you have any feedback on 
the event, the organizers would love to hear 
from you. Please feel free to respond to them 
at https://www.cccminnesota.org/.♦

https://www.cccminnesota.org/

