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Conspicuous consumption?

Go to any respectable Chinatown and there’ll be a rosewood furniture store offering dining sets, entry benches, 
altar tables, nesting tables, etc. Rosewood is one of the most important woods used in creating Chinese furniture 
and musical instruments. How big is the rosewood trade and what are the social and ecological impacts? Find 
out on p. 10.

Community

Poetry, gardens and Chinese culture
By Romi Slowiak | MN Chinese Friendship Garden Society Board member | October 2022

and poetry as a guiding principle of China 
garden design.  We have explanations of 
the couplets on columns, adopted poems 
that inform the garden's design, are creat-
ing landscape that brings to life imagery 
from those poems, and are encouraging the 
creation of poetry itself.

Bynner continues in his preface,
"Whitman said: 'to have great poets there 

must be great audiences, too,' he must have 
had in the back of his mind rich generations 
like the Elizabethan in England or like al-
most any generation in China. In those great 
audiences each person, to the limit of their 
capacity and with a natural ease, was a poet."

To that end, we are encouraging writ-
ers on all levels through no-fee-for-entry 
contests, most recently "Longing for Full 
Moon," part of the Mid Autumn Festival. 
judges (Prof. Zhen Zou, Chinese; Diane 
Jarvenpa, English; Carol Charging Thunder, 
Dakota/Lakota/Nakota; and Nancy Xiong, 
Hmong), advisors (artist Ali Van and Profes-
sor Carol Brash) and $100 prizes in two age 
groups in 4 languages, were all made pos-
sible by a grant from the State Arts Board.  
Perhaps the most valuable prize, however, 

is a tour of the Asian art collection from a 
poet's point of view led by Liu Yang, chair 
of Asian Art and curator of Chinese Art 
and a poet himself!  There were more than 
65 entries and over 70 people attended the 
award ceremony at the Xiang Jiang Pavilion 
at noon on Sept 10.  The themes of the con-
test were friendship and resilience. 

The Chinese language adult winner, Sophia 
Deng, a Professor at the College of St. 
Benedict/St. Johns University, discovered 
she had met the judge, Professor Zhen Zou, 
15 years ago at school.

Continued on page 6

Witter Bynner, famed American poet 
and co-translator with Kiang Kang-Hu of 
the T'ang Dynasty poetry classic The Jade 
Mountain, tells us in the preface

"Centuries ago, cultivated Chinese had 
reached the intellectual saturation which has 
tired the mind of modern Europeans.  The 
Chinese gentleman knew the ancient folk 
songs, compiled by Confucius.  He also 
knew, all around him, a profoundly rich 
civilization, a more poised and particular 
a sophistication than we Westerners have 
yet attained.  Through the Asian centuries 
everyone has written verse.  In fact, from 
the early imperial days down to these even 
worse days disordered days of the republic 
(this was written in 1929), the sense of po-
etry as a natural and solacing part of life has 
lasted among the Chinese people."

Those of you who have traveled to China 
will see evidence of this everywhere: in-
scriptions on rocks as you climb a mountain, 
the cries of street peddlers, tea house names, 
casual but reverent jottings on hilltops, 
lakesides and private homes, and in gardens.

The Minnesota China Friendship Garden 
Society is working to honor that tradition 

mailto:CHFF%40Chineseheritagefoundation.org?subject=
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Publisher’s Pronouncements

Sincerely, 

Gregory J. Hugh
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China Insight, Inc.

Greetings:

insight Guaranteed
YES you can visit our website, www.chinainsight.info, to read the 
latest issue, but did you know you can have ChinaInsight delivered 
directly to your email inbox?

A digital subscription is FREE and brings a full year (10 issues) 
of new understanding about today’s China, from language to 
business opportunities.

FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTIONS  

Getting to know you . . . 
 Who are you? What articles do you enjoy reading? 
China Insight would like to ensure our content matches your interests. Please take a few minutes to complete this poll so we can update our 
reader demographics. For your time, the first 10 respondents each month will receive a free annual subscription to China Insight. Winners will 
be notified by email. 

Entry form 

 Please send me free China Insight for a year if I am one of the first 10 respondents this month 
The top two articles that interested me the most in this issue are: 

 Page  Article title  
 Page  Article title  
 I would like to see more articles on  
                 

Employment 
Status 

 Student  Self-employed  Retired   Age  19 & under  20 - 40 Gender  Male 
 Other (please specify)     41 - 60  61 & up   Female 

Employment 
Sector 

 Education  Government  Private Industry  Ethnicity  Asian  Caucasian  Hispanic 
 Other (please specify)     African American  Other  

Where did you get this issue of China Insight?   
  

Name   
 First Last  
Address  Email  
 Street  City State Zip  

One entry per month. Please return entry to: 
China Insight 750 Mainstreet, #230, Hopkins, MN 55343 
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While we are moving farther into the 
autumn season, October is still staying a 
bit steamy. Strong chances of rain over the 
weekend might dampen your chances to 
check out early fall colors, but most of the 
precipitation is expected in northeastern 
Minnesota.

Fortunately, the latest fall colors map 
from the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources suggests your best chances at 
spotting the seasonal shift will be in the 
northwest, central south and western bor-
der near South Dakota near the Minnesota 
River.

As we are now entering the fall season, 
it is a time to prepare for winter and enjoy 
the annual ritual of watching the emergence 
of fall colors as nature does its thing.  

Benefiting from the extended summery 
weather, where those that attended a number 
of outdoor events like the Minnesota Garden 
Society Poetry contest on page 1, the Moon 
Festival at the Phalen Chinese Garden on 
page 5 and world premiere dance perfor-
mance on page 7.

After a hiatus of several years, The 
Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans 
was able to present the 2022 Asian Pacific 
Minnesotans Leadership Awards Dinner. 
This year’s elegant and exciting event was 
attended by over 500 people that came to 
recognize and honor those who’ve contrib-
uted to the common good. 

Given the times we are living in, we 
also celebrated survival and the leadership 
that brought us through the worst pandemic 

in a century. To these ends, the recipients 
shared uplifting stories from our API com-
munities and of individuals and groups, 
whose examples inspired us to maintain our 
individual and collective pursuits of lives 
well lived. For more details go to: https://
mn.gov/capm/council/. 

I am honored to have been awarded an 
Outstanding Service Award (see page 6).

With the 2022 U.S. midterm national 
elections less than a month away, will Asian 
American voters make a difference in the 
U.S. political fabric? Although there are 
constantly surveys being taken to determine 
how Asian Americans will actually vote, a 
recent AsAmNews survey reveals key issues 
ahead of the midterms.   

This year’s survey contacted 1,601 
registered Asian American voters, represent-
ing the six biggest Asian American ethnic 
groups in the U.S.— Chinese, Indian, Fili-
pino, Korean, Japanese, and Vietnamese—
from April to June. The survey was also 
offered in Chinese, Korean, and Vietnamese, 
in order to reach the significant population 
of Asian Americans who are not comfort-
able speaking English. The resulting data 
is disaggregated by factors such as ethnic 
group, age, gender, country or birth region, 
and party identification.

Researchers found that the surveyed 
Asian American voters overall tended to 
favor Democrats over Republicans in a 2:1 
ratio in both House and Senate midterm 
elections. Independent or undecided voters 
also reported leaning towards Democrats 

in the same ratio. However, disaggregating 
data reveals differences between ethnic 
subgroups: Indian Americans, for instance, 
tend to favor Democrats the most, while 
Vietnamese Americans tend to be split be-
tween both parties.

Regardless of your political persuasion, 
it is your duty to make sure you vote.

In closing, we wish all of you continued 
good health and encourage you to do your 
part to responsibly fight the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Senator Tina Smith and Governor Tim Walz 
(center) congratulated award recipients

mailto:articles%40chinainsight.info?subject=
https://mn.gov/capm/council/
https://mn.gov/capm/council/
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Fetion scrapped

HK Tmall to close

Us vs ThemTaiwan’s defense support

Apple discounts

As expected, on Sept. 15, China’s For-
eign Ministry accused the United States of 
violating the “One China” principle and 
interfering in internal Chinese affairs after 
the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations commit-
tee approved a new bill that significantly 
increase U.S. defense support for Taiwan.

“The one-China principle is the po-
litical foundation of China-U.S. relations,” 
said Mao Ning, Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson.  Mao further stated if the 
bill becomes law, “it will greatly shake the 
political foundation of China-U.S. relations 
and cause extremely serious consequences 
to China-U.S. relations and peace and stabil-
ity across the Taiwan Strait.”

China is not happy about the recent 
stream of congressional delegations to the 
self-governing island either.  Since House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit in early Au-
gust, a group of five lawmakers visited less 
than two weeks after Pelosi’s trip.  Another 
eight-member delegation whose members 
introduced the bill to allow U.S. to lend 
weapons to support Taiwan, visited in early 

September.
The bipartisan U.S. delegations called 

their trips “show of support” for Taiwan.  
China sees them as “de facto recognition 
of Taiwanese sovereignty.”

The Chinese government has, since 
Pelosi’s visit, stepped up its military ha-
rassment of Taiwan, sending warships, 
warplanes and drones toward the island on 
a daily basis! ♦

The enduring popularity of Apple prod-
ucts in China is the stuff of fairytales. People 
queue up hours for their new products. So, 
Apple phones on sale? Never, you say? 

According to Chinese research firm 
CINNO Research, Apple’s smartphone 
shipments in China fell 10.1% year-on-year 
in May. Apple is not the only casualty. In 
general, for the first seven months of 2022, 
total smartphone shipments in China were 
down 23% over the same period last year.

To alleviate falling sales, Apple launched 
“Summer Sales” in August over a range of 
products in China with discounts of up to 
US$90 each. For a limited time, iPhone 13 
series, iPhone SE, iPhone 12, iPhone 12 
mini, Apple Watch SE, AirPods and AirPods 
Pro all went on sale with the iPhone 13 series 
enjoying the deepest discount. AirPods? Not 
so much. Around US$21.50.

Aside from student and employee 
discounts, Apple is not prone to offering 
any discounts in China. So this wide-
ranging sale available to all customers is 
an unusual and rare occurrence. There are 
caveats though: only Chinese buyers using 
certain payment methods at checkout will 

be eligible for discounts AND customers 
are limited to two purchases per product 
category.

However, with the launch of the iPhone 
14 Pro ad Pro Max models mid-September, 
perhaps that will stem the slide in sales. 
Long lines (a fast-track lane for those who 
registered ahead of time, and a regular snail-
pace line) were spotted outside the Shenzhen 
store on launch day, with scalpers brazenly 
asking whether new owners would like to 
sell their units! Scalpers usually enjoy steep 
mark-ups of USD$150-220 per unit! ♦

It’s been almost 
1,000 days since 
Chinese President 
Xi Jinping ventured 
beyond Chinese 
borders as China 
finds itself increas-
ingly isolated from 
the Western world. 
He feels the need 
to reorient global 
affairs, to increase 
positivity for China.

The first trip out 
of China for Xi since January 2020 was to 
Central Asia. Some of his stops on this trip 
were under China’s Belt and Road initiative, 
such as Kazakhstan. But it was in Uzbeki-
stan that made news. There attending the 
regional summit of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization, Xi met Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, their first in-person meeting 
since Russia invaded Ukraine in February 
2022 ̶ a war for which China had expressed 
implied support.

The two leaders at the Xi-Putin meeting 
vowed to “inject stability into a turbulent 
world.” Reportedly, Xi told Putin that 
China is ready to team up with Russia, 

to “set an example 
of a responsible 
world power and 
to play a leading 
role in putting a rap-
idly changing world 
onto a trajectory of 
sustainable and pos-
itive development,” 
addressing Putin as 
his “dear and long-
time friend.”  This is 
a reiteration of what 
the two agreed upon 

at the opening of the Winter Olympics, that 
China would “extend strong mutual sup-
port on issues concerning each other’s core 
interests” and deepen their cooperation in 
several areas.

In return, Putin praised Xi’s “balanced 
view” on the war on Ukraine. 

Both Xi & Putin voiced their opposition 
to the U.S.-led “unipolar world order” 

Xi is positioning himself as a strong 
and relevant world leader prior to the all-
important 20th National Congress of the 
Chinese Communist Party that begins on 
Oct. 16. ♦

Tmall is Alibaba’s online retail platform 
selling major Chinese and global brands.  
The Hong Kong site launched only in 
May 2021 to enable Hong Kongers “to 
conveniently purchase products through 
cross-border transactions from the comfort 
of home” under the mission “making it easy 
to do business anywhere.”

Tmall was positioned as a” trusted, 
premier shopping destination” offering 
premium products.  More than 5,000 inter-
national and local brands had established 
online stores on the platform.  It set a re-
cord during the 11-day campaign for 11.11 
Global Shopping Festival in 2021.

So, Alibaba’s announcement in late Au-
gust that it will be “shutting down” its Tmall 
service in Hong Kong on Oct. 31, 2022, is 
a bit of a surprise.

The decision is said to be based on 
“business strategy adjustment.”  It will 
only affect the dedicated shopping channel. 
“The company will focus on serving Hong 
Kong consumers with Taobao, and strive 
to improve the capabilities of logistics, 
customer service and consumer operations, 
and enhance consumer shopping experience.  
Consumers can continue to enjoy shopping 

services on Taobao” the company said.  It 
will continue to provide payment and deliv-
ery services to HK residents via its TaoBao 
Marketplace.

Alibaba is China’s largest e-commerce 
company.  Its founder, Jack Ma, stepped 
down as CEO in 2013, but retained the role 
of executive chairman until his retirement 
in 2019. ♦

Never heard of Fetion?  You’re not 
alone, and maybe that’s why it went away 
as of Sept. 30!

Fetion (fēi xìn, 飛信), believe it or not, 
was one of the first 
apps that offered free 
voice, data and SMS 
services.  The precur-
sor of WeChat.  

Deve loped  by 
China Mobile, Chi-
na’s largest wireless 
carrier, it began com-
mercial operations in 
June 2007.  The app 
allowed users to send 
and receive SMS free 
of charge (even be-
tween PCs and mobile 
phones under certain 
conditions).  China Mobile looked on it 
as a “symbol of the incorporation between 
telecom networks and the internet” during 
the 3G era.  At one point, it had as many 

as 500 million registered users and nearly 
100 million active users.  But it could not 
compete with Tencent’s WeChat, which 
made its debut in 2011.

S e e i n g  l o s t 
market share go-
ing to messag-
ing apps such as 
Facebook Messen-
ger, WeChat and 
WhatsApp, China 
Mobile tried repur-
posing Fetion as a 
corporate platform 
in 2018.  Accord-
ing to a company 
statement recently, 
its current users 
can still log in to 
the  company’s 

Mobile Office for their corporate needs 
after Sept. 30.

China Mobile offered no official reason 
for terminating Fetion. ♦

Call for Articles…
Concerned about misconceptions about China?
 
China Insight is a local newspaper fostering U.S.-
China cultural and business harmony. 

We are interested in publishing articles that engage 
audiences in America. Potential topics range from 
understanding daily life in China (or for Chinese in 
America) to discussions of business markets from 
both an American or Chinese viewpoint.

If you would like to contribute an article, please 
contact Greg Hugh at 612-723-4872 or email 
ghugh@chinainsight.info.

mailto:ghugh%40chinainsight.info?subject=


about the past were not crimes,” Beijing 
could be unpredictable. thanks to a sedition 
law established during early colonial days 
that had been resurrected by Beijing in 2020 
to stifle political opposition and activism.

Yes, British rule was not all rosy, nor 
was it without controversy: there were rac-
ism and violent crackdown on social unrest; 
there was failure to democratize Hong 
Kong before the handover; there is a lack 
of holding China accountable for breaking 
the Sino-British Joint Declaration for Hong 
Kong’s transition. And, there is the failure 
to get rid of the sedition law mentioned in 
the previous paragraph. However, given 
the outpouring of tributes to the queen, the 
majority of Hong Kongers appreciated her 
legacy and the way of life and civil liberties 
enjoyed under British “colonialism.”

A graphic tweet (with Chinese captions) 
bid a fond farewell to “Boss Lady” this way: 
“She didn’t demand us to learn the British 
national anthem, nor the history of her 
country. She didn’t demand patriotism nor 

praise for her, 
yet she lives in 
our hearts for-
ever.” A clever 
rebuke of Bei-
jing’s strongarm 
approach in ex-
erting its con-
trol over Hong 
Kongers.

Ta Kung Pao, 
the Hong Kong 
c o m m u n i s t -
leaning news-
paper, blasted 
the mourners for 
their “colonial 
nostalgia” and 
stated “work on 

‘decolonization’ should be intensified.” 
China’s state news services did not report 
on Hong Kongers’ tribute, of course, but did 
express “deep condolences” in a message 
to the new UK Prime Minister Liz Truss.

The Queen visited Hong Kong twice: 
May 1975 and October 1986. During those 
visits, she visited housing estates and mar-
kets, the City Hall, the University of Hong 
Kong and interacted with residents, in stark 
contrast with visits from Beijing officials, 
who stayed far removed from the people. 

Even though it has been 25 years since 
Britain handed Hong Kong back to the Chi-
nese, much British symbols still exist in the 
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Long lived the queen: end of an era 
By Elaine Dunn | October 2022

Hong Kongers, residents of the former 
British colony, has once again defied Bei-
jing’s rule in outwardly mourning the pass-
ing of Queen Elizabeth II. 

Just hours after news of the queen’s de-
mise, Hong Kong’s social media platforms 
lit up with tributes to her, a strong indica-
tion of the lasting influence of the city’s 
British past. 

Despite the sweltering heat and the 
COVID-related law of no gatherings of 
more than four people, Hong Kongers 
showed up in droves to place bouquets and 
observe a moment of silence outside the 
British Consulate. A long queue snaked 
through the business district to the consulate 
where residents signed a condolence book. 
At times, the wait was up to five hours long, 
but that deterred no one. The consulate even 
extended opening hours to 7 p.m. for a week 
to accommodate the thousands who wish to 
sign the book for the “Boss Lady (事頭婆)” 
– the affectionate nickname for the queen.

 Those in line took the opportunity to 

share memories of a city with less restric-
tions on personal freedoms under British 
rule. Most talked fondly of British contri-
butions to Hong Kong: rule of law, laissez 
faire economy, solid education system, 
universal healthcare, public housing, social 
reforms and a first-rate civil service. “This 
is a rare opportunity for true Hongkongers 
to get together in solidarity and talk. I don’t 
suppose there will be other opportunities 
again. Since 2019, we have not been able 
to do this,” a social worker in her 30s who 
wished to remain anonymous told a local 
reporter. Even though, as local news reports 
pointed out, “mourning and reminiscing 

city, and the queen has her share.
Landmarks and cultural institutions were 

named after the monarch. There’s Queen’s 
Road on Hong Kong Island and Queen’s 
Pier, though these could’ve been in refer-
ence to Queen Victoria or Queen Mary. (Any 
Hong Kong historians out there to clarify?) 
Two venues were built before Elizabeth’s 
first visit: Queen Elizabeth School, the first 
public co-ed secondary school that had 
English as a medium of instruction, opened 
in Mong Kok in 1954; and Queen Eliza-
beth Hospital, one of the largest acute-care 
hospitals in Hong Kong, opened in Yau Ma 
Tei, in 1963. A sports facility in Wan Chai, 
the Queen Elizabeth Stadium, was built in 
honor of her 1975 visit. It opened in 1980.

Known for her love of horses and horse 
racing, Hong Kong has the Queen Elizabeth 
II Cup, a Group One Thoroughbred race 
established since 1975. There’s also the 
Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup, a set-weight 
Group One Thoroughbred race first held in 
1977 to celebrate her silver jubilee. 

Then there are the iconic colonial era red 
post boxes with her insignia, of which only 
a few remain. After 1997, the post boxes 
were painted green, the official colour of 
the Hong Kong Post.

Upon her death, there is renewed and 
heightened interest in British memorabilia 
in Hong Kong. Queen Eizabeth II was, after 
all, a major part of Hong Kong’s history. The 
older generation had been under her rule and 
so she lived in their collective history and 
memory. No doubt the collection of coins 
and stamps will surge.

The Queen’s profile and visage were on 
Hong Kong’s currency from 1952 through 
1992. Some limited-edition coins were is-
sued in gold and struck by the Royal Mint. 
One of those were issued in 1986 in hon-

Flowers, Paddington bears and messages left in front of the British 
Consulate in HK

our of her visit 
that year. And, 
of course, there 
were  s e t s  o f 
postage stamps 
with 1954 be-
ing the first year, 
bearing a design 
of her at her cor-
onation in 1953. 
The last set of 
QEII stamps was 
issued in 1996. 

The current 
Hong Kong gov-
ernment is not 
keen to acknowl-
edge the role 
Britain played 
in Hong Kong’s 
g r o w t h  a n d 
development . 
Since 1997, text-
books had por-
trayed the 150 
years of British 
rule as “forcible 
o c c u p a t i o n . ” 
The condolence 
statement issued 

by the city’s newly minted (since July 1) 
Chief Executive carefully made no mention 
of the British (and queen’s) connection to 
Hong Kong. It merely said, “It is with great 
sadness that I express our profound condo-
lences on the passing of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom. She 
was greatly respected, admired and praised 
by the British people.”

However, the sentiment is quite different 
from the Hong Kongers. Amongst the many 
messages, gifts of flowers and Paddington 
bears left outside the British consulate was 
a poignant message, “You will be remem-
bered for your elegance and legacy: a once 
free and civilised Hong Kong.” Well put. ♦

Dotting the eyes of a dragon on her 1975 visit

Pre- (left) and post-handover (right) post boxes with the QEII insignia

1986 commemorative coin

Dollar bill from the 1950s

1954 stamp

1996 stamp
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Moon Festival brought 
Chinese Garden in Phalen 
Park to life
By Romi Slowiak | MN Chinese Friendship Garden Society Board member 
| October 2022

Photo credit: MCFGS board members and attendees

If Mid-Autumn Festival is the penul-
timate family event in China, we here in 
Minnesota showed the world we also know 
how to build community guangxi under the 
full moon!

On Sept. 10, more than 2,000 people 
delighted in 42 different performances on 
Picnic Island at St. Paul's Lake Phalen Park.  
Twenty organizations and individuals par-
ticipated at our cultural booth where  moon 
cakes were featured and sampled.  

 The day began with a 5K run, a four-
language poetry award ceremony and read-
ing with $100 prizes and a tour of MIA with 
Asian Art Curator Liu Yang for winners.  
There also was a display/demonstration of 
Chinese brush painting by Shen Yudong 
and his students.  Fun activities ended with 
a world dance premiere at the Xiang Jiang 
Pavilion as the moon rose. 

In between those events, Chinese, 
Vietnamese, Hmong and Dakota artists 
drummed, sang, performed in musical and 
dance ensembles, soloed Chinese Opera 
arias, and showcased Chinese fashion. 

The Hmong fashion show took place on 
the walking path, with models appearing 
one by one from behind a colorful standing 
screen.

At 2 p.m., Bill Zajicek, president of the 
Minnesota China Friendship Garden Society 
and Christina Deng Morrison, president of 
Association of Sino-American Neocultural 
Exchange welcomed everyone.  The may-
or’s proclamation of the day as Changsha 
Sister-City Day was read, followed by letters 
of praise from the Chinese Consulate, Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar and Rep. Betty McCollum. 

Zajicek introduced Sen. Foung Hawj 
who spoke of the sacred origins of the park 
and its native people, and how all those 
that followed should also be honored and 
respected.  Andy Rodriguez, director of 
Parks and Rec, followed and noted that the 
beautiful layout of the park attracted the 
most diverse visitors in the city.  Finally, 
Zajicek recognized the crucial support Hawj 
and Rodriguez offered and the special part-
nership the MCFGS has with Parks & Rec 

that makes this China Friendship Garden 
possible. ♦

People enjoyed the stage on Picnic Island so 
much there is a budding movement to have 
a permanent one built!

Annie Yang hosts the mooncake booth.

Romi Slowiak MCFGS Board member 
greeted visitors to the MCFGS booth, one 
of over 20.

Dakota Over Age 18 Poetry Award winner 
Lisa Yankton, Dakota Language Poetry 
judge Carol Charging Thunder, and poetry 
contest curator and Romi Slowiak

Laoshi (teacher) Shen Yudong (far left) in 
hat)

MCFGS Hmong Advisory Committee 
member Dona Yang & Chinese opera star.

Chinese qipao models Hmong Qeej Performance Group

Hmong Advisory Committee Chair Ying Chu-
Yang-heu and his wife Yang by Master Lei 
Yixin's sculpture "Meditation"

Event emcee Chen Zhou; World Premiere 
Dance Project Manager Linda Mealey-
Lohmann; event co-sponsor and organizer 
Christina Deng-Morrison of ASANE; and 
Yan Huss, teacher, Twin Cities Chinese 
Dance Center 

https://oshag.stkate.edu/events/
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Greg Hugh, China Insight publisher, Outstanding 
Service Award recipient
By Elaine Dunn | October 2022

China Insight publisher Greg Hugh and 
nominator Sophie Liu-Othmer

China Insight staff with Linda Hugh (third 
from right) and Greg Hugh nominators

English: 18 and under Hypatia Hollins East Side of St. Paul Peace is My Friend

English: 18 and over Torey Erin Minneapolis Salix

Dakota: 18 and under No entries

Hmong: 18 and under Tilly Kue St. Michael, MN When We Were Young
(Read by Cecielean Nkauj Zoo Lis, his mother)

Dakota: 18 and over
Lisa Yankton
(Lisa is a Dakota, whose 
mother is Chinese) 

Minneapolis Sacred Taboo Warning

Hmong: 18 and over Coob Vaj/Chong Vang Borikhamsay, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic

Lub Dej Teev Lub Lwg: Mist Gathered Into Morning Dew 
(Read by Txianeeb Vaj, his nephew)

Chinese: 18 and over Sophia Geng St. Michael, MN Friendship

Chinese: 18 and under Ryan Hocksletter St. Michael, MN 朋友们.Friends

The winners were:

Category Name From Poem

Poetry, gardens and Chinese culture
Continued from page 1

It’s been long-time coming that someone 
who has played a critical connective-tissue 
role in the local Chinese community be 
recognized for his contribution. On Sept. 
9, Greg Hugh, co-founder and publisher 
of China Insight, received the Outstanding 
Service Award at the Council on Asia Pacific 
Minnesotans Dinner held at the Heritage 
Center in Brooklyn Center.

The award recognizes someone from the 
community who has “made significant con-
tributions to the Asian Pacific Minnesotan 
community.”

In his acceptance speech, Hugh said, 
“The U.S.-China relationship is currently 
one of the most complex bilateral relation-
ships for the United States. Over the last 
30 years, Sino-American relations have un-
dergone an impressive transformation from 
animosity and conflict to candid dialogue 
and constructive cooperation … Although 
there is not too much we can do to change 
whatever trajectory is in motion, the Chinese 

community needs to become more proactive 
and become more involved as citizens by 
getting involved in politics, charitable giv-
ing and other activities to shatter the “model 
minority” label and work together instead 

as factions within their own communities. 
We need to get young people involved in 
organizations of all kinds that can benefit 
the API communities.”

Hugh, is the son of Chinese immigrants. 
He was born, raised and in Chicago’s China-
town, attending parochial school. He moved 
to Minneapolis in 1969. In 1975, he quit the 
corporate world to satisfy his entrepreneur-
ial calling. Along with wife Linda, Hugh 
Enterprises managed food concessions at the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport 
until 2017. He continues doing consulting 
work.

Hugh has spent his career dedicated to 
increasing the recognition of the Chinese 
American community and, in 2001, started 
China Insight, the only English language 
American newspaper to focus exclusively 
on business and cultural connections be-
tween the U.S. and China. 

Always opting for “low profile,” Hugh 

was happy to play many important behind-
the scene roles, from helping with set-up 
at community events to helping with orga-
nizing events to working on fund-raising 
campaigns. Fully supportive of events and 
efforts of the Chinese community in the 
Twin Cities, he has often provided free and 
drastically reduced rates for advertising 
from local Chinese and Asian organizations.

Hugh has also served as chair of the Chi-
nese Heritage Foundation Friends’ Board. 
He played a leadership role in the St. Paul-
Changsha China Friendship Garden Project 
and traveled with the official Minneapolis 
delegation to Harbin to celebrate the (Min-
neapolis) sister city relation. He appreciates 
his family’s support in his China Insight 
project for the past 21 years and plans to 
continue advocating for Minnesota’s API 
communities. He also acknowledged that 
much of the success of China Insight is at-
tributed to its dedicated volunteer staff who 
have been with him for more than 15 years.

Learn more about CAPMN at https://
mn.gov/capm/council/. ♦

Presentation of Award by CAPMN members

Hugh with a few family members

Hugh with Sia Her, CAPMN Executive 
Director

Liu Yang began the event reading 
his poem "The Eagle" in English and in 
Chinese.  Romi Slowiak, contest curator,  
introduced the judges who then welcomed 
winners to receive their awards.  The judges 
set a gracious and relaxed tone that made the 
event feel like an intimate literati gathering 
that offered many unexpected connections 
and revelations ♦

Left: The Chinese language 
youth winner arrived early and 
worriedly confessed that her 
schoolteacher had changed 
some characters and that she 
should perhaps be disqualified. 
The characters were clerical 
errors in repeated paragraphs. 
She was exonerated by Judge 
Zhen.

Right: Judge Nancy Xiong announced that 
the Hmong adult winner lives in Laos. The 
poem was read by the winner's nephew.  The 
organizerslater received a video of the uncle 
receiving the award, which appeared to be a 
fortune in Laotian bills. US$1= 10,000 Kips.  
So, he won one million Kips.

Prof. Zhen Zou, the Chinese poetrty judge

https://www.chinainsight.info/
https://mn.gov/capm/council/
https://mn.gov/capm/council/
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Shen Pei during rehearsals

Performances at the Xiang Jian Pavilion and Daytons Bluff Recreation Center (inset)

Peony dancers in costume with (L to R) Linda Mealey-Lohmann, Shen Pei 
and Romi Slowiak

World premiere 
performance: “Encounter 
in Liu Ming Yuan”
In the bright and colorful China Garden (Liu Ming Yuan), a 
colorful golden pheasant dances, so lively and lovely, among 
the blooming peonies. Their dance evokes friendship and mutual 
understanding and is a celebration of Chinese and Hmong 
cultures.

By Linda Mealey-Lohmann | MCFGS co-founder, secretary, project manager | October 
2022

“Encounter in Liu Ming Yuan,” created 
by Master Choreographer Shen Pei, made 
its world debut on the “stage” at the Xiang 
Jiang Pavilion at Liu Ming Yuan – China 
Friendship Garden, Phalen Park, St. Paul 
– on Aug. 27, 28, and Sept. 10.  The dance 
was sponsored by the MN China Friend-
ship Garden Society and was made possible 
with funding from the Metro Regional Arts 
Council and the Arts and Cultural Heritage 
Fund.

This dance is unique for several reasons.  
First, it combines Chinese and Hmong 
cultures by featuring a colorful and lively 
golden pheasant ̶– an ancient symbol of 
Hmong culture– dancing among a garden 
of beautiful peonies– symbols of Chinese 
culture– representing the coming together 
of the two cultures.  Second, Shen created 
“Encounter in Liu Ming Yuan,” created by 
Master Choreographer Shen Pei, made its 
world debut on the “stage” at the Xiang 
Jiang Pavilion at Liu Ming Yuan – China 
Friendship Garden, Phalen Park, St. Paul 
– on Aug. 27, 28, and Sept. 10.  The dance 
was sponsored by the MN China Friend-
ship Garden Society and was made possible 
with funding from the Metro Regional Arts 
Council and the Arts and Cultural Heritage 
Fund.

This dance is unique for several reasons.  
First, it combines Chinese and Hmong 
cultures by featuring a colorful and lively 
golden pheasant ̶– an ancient symbol of 
Hmong culture– dancing among a garden 
of beautiful peonies– symbols of Chinese 
culture– representing the coming together 
of the two cultures.  Second, Shen created 
this dance specifically to be performed at 
the outdoor venue at Xiang Jiang Pavilion. 
which presented challenges of space limita-
tions and uneven surfaces.  Third, this dance 
is a study in contrasts: the graceful and 
flowing movements of the peonies as they 

dance through the China Garden contrast 
with the golden pheasant’s lively and quick 
movements.  The bright colors of the golden 
pheasant stood out against the muted colors 
of the peonies.  The gentle, flowing music 
accompanying the peony dance contrasts 
with the quick rhythms of the golden pheas-
ant’s music.  Following each performance, 
an explanation of the cultural significance 
of the dance, costumes and music was 
presented to the audience to deepen their 
understanding and appreciation of this new 
dance creation.

The intention behind this dance was 
to reflect the 35-year sister-city relation-
ship between St. Paul and Changsha (in 
China’s Hunan Province), and the growing 
friendship between the Chinese and Hmong 
communities as part of this relationship.  
This dance was performed in the shadow 
of the Xiang Jiang Pavilion, a gift to St. 
Paul from Changsha, and the pink granite 
Hmong Heritage Wall, which recognizes the 
ancestral connection of the 80,000-strong 
Minnesota Hmong community to the 
Changsha area in China where almost two 
million Hmong live.  

Much appreciation to all who gave 
hundreds of hours in rehearsal, prepara-
tion, and performance time: peony dancers 
Maria Hom, Ju Chang Wang, Starry Wu and 
Linda Hope; golden pheasant dancer Elena 
Youngdale; Shen for this wonderful gift she 
has given the Twin Cities community; Starry 
Wu, arts coordinator.

In addition to the performances at the 
pavilion, this dance was also performed 
at the Daytons Bluff Recreation Center on 
Sept.7 as part of the Twin Cities Harvest 
Moon | China Garden Abiding Love Moon 
Festival sponsored by the MN China Friend-
ship Garden Society and the Association of 
Sino-American Neocultural Exchange on 
Sept. 10 at Phalen Park Picnic Island.

After the Sept. 7 performance, Romi 
Slowiak and Bill Zajicek (president of 
MCFGS) held a reception at their home 
(with China-inspired gardens) for the dance 
ensemble, neighbors and production team 
to celebrate this great accomplishment.  A 
local leader in philanthropy circles found 
the evening “the most magical of all she has 
experienced in 30 years!”  

“The impromptu Chinese opera per-
formances of the dancer-daughter of cho-
reographer, and her tenor father turned a 
reception into 
an arts salon,” 
said MCFGS 
board member 
and reception 
host Slowiak. ♦  

Dancer at the reception

https://www.wellsfargo.com/locator/
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Dong Opera in China: An Art Treasure in the Opera World, 
Pt 2
By Le Guobin and Bu Aihua, Center for Hunan Cultural Heritage at Huaihua University, contributors

Editor’s Note: This is the continuation of last month’s article on the background, style and instruments of the Dong opera.

Professor Bu Aihua is head of International Office, Centre for Hongkong, Macau 
and Taiwan Exchange as well as dean of International School of Huaihua University.  
In 2017, she spent a year in Minnesota as a visiting scholar at the University of 
Minnesota and Concordia University.  In recent years, her major research interest 
covers translation and dissemination of Chinese Culture, biculturalism and bicul-
tural active living lifestyle with a special focus on the Hmong youth in western part 
of Hunan Province and the state of Minnesota.

Le Guobin is an associate professor at Huaihua University.  He is also a PhD 
student at Hunan Normal University.  In recent years, his major research interests 
include translation studies and studies of traditional Chinese Culture.

Dong opera performed on a makeshift stage in a Dong village.

Dong opera staged in a Dong village during 2018 Spring Festival

www.sohu.com

www.pop-photo.com.cn 

Literary sources of Dong opera 
More than 100 years, the repertoire of 

Dong opera has been increasing with the 
contributions of generations of Dong opera 
masters. Generally speaking, there are two 
categories of Dong operas by literary source. 
The first category comes from or is adapted 
from Han folk stories, e.g., “Mei Liangyu” 
(梅良玉), “Lidan Fengjiao” (李旦凤姣), 
“Maohong Yuying” (毛宏玉英), “Shanbo 
Yingtai” (山伯英台), “Liu Shidi” (刘世第), 
etc. The second category comes from Dong 
folk stories depicting the ethnic life of the 

Dong people. Examples include “Wu Mian” 
(吴勉), “Gu Laoyuan” (顾老元), “Zhulang 
Niangmei” (珠郎娘美), “Sanlang Wumei” 
(三郎五妹), “Langye” (郎耶), etc. 

Modern developments 
Dong opera has distinctive national and 

local characteristics and is deeply rooted in 
the ethnic culture of the Dong people. Most 
Dong villages have amateur Dong troupes 
composed of local Dong people. These ama-
teur Dong opera performers live a life no 
different from that of ordinary Dong people 

except they have to practice when they are 
free from farming activities. 

 On festive occasions such as the Spring 
Festival and the Grand Song Festival, these 
amateur Dong opera performers would stage 
popular Dong operas in the open air as part 
of the traditional celebration. 

In the beginning, Dong opera’s sing-
ing was monotonous. Its performance was 
simple and its plots were also rather simple. 
With time and learning from other operas, 
Dong opera had enriched the artistic means 
of speaking, singing, playing, and dancing, 
and improved the aesthetic beauty of its per-
formances. Additionally, the plots of Dong 
opera begin to take on dramatic conflicts 
and became more intriguing. 

Since China’s reform and opening up, 
Dong opera has been strongly impacted and 
gradually diminished under the influence of 
modern commercialization and mass media. 
Dong opera masters of the past recorded 
traditional Dong operas in their minds, and 
then taught them to the performers orally. 
Others recorded the traditional Dong operas 
by transliteration into Chinese characters. 
Attracted more by the outside commercial 
world than the traditional Dong lifestyle, 
most of the young people in Dong com-
munities go to commercialized regions as 
migrant workers. As a result, many of the 
opera masters have passed away, taking with 
them their Dong opera repertoires before 
they could find any successors. This said, 
the survival of Dong opera has become a 
pressing concern for the Dong culture. 

Cultural prospects
Dong opera is rich in content, unique in 

characteristics and boasts a long history. It 
takes root in the farming cultural tradition of 

the Dong people. As it is based on life stories 
of the Dong people, Dong opera is naturally 
imbued with elements of Dong customs, 
especially in terms of love, marriage, and 
daily livelihood. 

Dong opera has also drawn on the 
culture of the Han people and other ethnic 
groups in its initial development. Once on its 
own footing, Dong opera began developing 
its own repertoire, which in turn enriches the 
collective Chinese opera and thus strikes a 
close connection with the Chinese culture 
in general. 

With its down-to-earth ways of per-
formance and easy-to-understand tunes, 
Dong opera has surely won a place in the 
pluralistic Chinese traditional culture. The 
initiation and developments of Dong opera 
have experienced a historical process of 
more than 100 years, witnessing the ethnic 
history, cultural history and folk activities of 
the Dong people. It is justifiable to say that 
Dong opera has become an indispensable 
part of Dong culture. 

If innovated and transformed in accor-
dance with the times, Dong opera is sure to 
shine with its irreplaceable artistic beauty. 
Rescuing, protecting and exploring Dong 
opera can not only enrich and improve the 
history of Chinese opera, but also promote 
the enrichment and improvement of world 
opera. 

This article from the Center for Hunan 
Cultural Heritage is part of the U.S.-China 
cultural and educational exchange and 
research. The Center is located at Huaihua 
University in Hunan Province. It is a pro-
vincial translation institute dedicated to the 
preservation and development of Hunan’s 
diverse ethnic communities and shared with 
the global community. ♦

https://www.sohu.com/
http://www.pop-photo.com.cn/
mailto:CHFF%40Chineseheritagefoundation.org?subject=
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The Bob and Kim Griffin
Building U.S.-China Bridges Lecture

Solving the challenge of developing 
country debt requires the two largest 
economies to work together in the 
G20, the IMF, and the World Bank. 
Ultimately, it may require a new 
financial architecture.

 

China, the U.S., and Global Debt:  
Why Cooperate?

featuring Dr. Deborah Brautigam, director of the 
China Africa Research Initiative at Johns Hopkins University

Thursday, October 27
5-6 p.m.
Ted Mann Concert Hall

Photo credit: Kaveh Sardari

Proud and healthy: How 
LGTBQIA+ communities are 
supported with COVID care 
Source: Asian Media Access, Chinese American Chamber of Commerce 
– MN, and Spitfire

COVID has changed the lives of many 
communities. But the LGBTQIA+ commu-
nity has been left out of many conversations 
about public health and COVID.

Most states, including Minnesota, do 
not report on COVID statistics for the 
LGBTQIA+ community.1 This makes it 
hard for public health experts to understand 
the community’s needs and for advocates 
to get resources. The data gap makes it 
even more important for public health 
and advocates to listen directly to the 
LGBTQIA+ community. 

June was Pride Month, a season where 
the LGTBQIA+ community is celebrated 
with parades and brand-name ad campaigns. 
But the LGBTQIA+ community deserves 
to be seen and supported year-round, es-
pecially when it comes to health care and 
COVID.

Seeing and supporting the 
LGBTQIA+ community

It is clear that LGBTQIA+ youth have 
struggled during COVID. LGBTQIA+ 
people have had higher rates of poverty, 
houselessness, unemployment, and mental 
health issues since COVID started.2 In the 
LGBTQIA+ community, 74% say that wor-
ry and stress about COVID have been bad 
for their mental health, compared to 49% of 
people who do not identify as LGBTQIA+.

Tezzaree El-Amin Champion, the execu-
tive director of Encouraging Leaders, says 
COVID made feelings of isolation worse: 
“The pandemic came on top of the stresses 
that we deal with on a daily basis like fam-
ily not being accepting of your sexuality.”

Health care offices should be a safe 
place where everyone is welcome. But some 
insurance companies and doctors do not 
respect LGTBQIA+ people or offer them 
care. Many LGTBQIA+ youth have had 
bad health care visits that stop them from 
continuing to seek health services. 

On top of that, difficulties created by 
COVID ‒like losing income or housing‒ 
also make it harder to get health insurance 
and trusted, current information about CO-
VID and vaccines.

Finding care in community
Everyone deserves access to quality 

medical care that respects their gender and 
sexual identity. And vaccines are an impor-
tant part of health care. As public health 
programs work to fight COVID, it is also 
important to build systems that improve 
long-term access to health care.

M i n n e s o t a  o rg a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e 
Encouraging Leaders are working toward 
this goal. They are creating networks of 
healthcare professionals who provide care 
for LGTBQIA+ individuals. 

Champion explains, “A lot of people are 
just afraid to go to the hospital or go to a 
doctor. So, we try our best to create a safe 
place and connect people to doctors that 
we consider LGBTQIA+ friendly. We try to 
customize and personalize the type of ser-
vices and resources for these individuals.”

Tezzaree, or “Tezzy” as he is known by 
the youths he mentors, knows that going 
to a healthcare center can be scary. That 
is why he is bringing conversations about 
health to young people. Tezzy and his staff 
meet young people where they are - in their 
homes or his office in Minneapolis where 
they hold information sessions and clinics.

Encouraging Leaders’ work goes beyond 
vaccines and medical care. They also offer 
help with mental health, financial literacy, 
and employment because these also improve 
wellness. And community is at the center of 
all of their work. COVID was isolating. To 
overcome the pandemic, communities need 
safety measures like masks and vaccines, 
but individuals also need to reconnect with 
support networks. 

Tezzy and his staff have worked hard 
to create a “chosen family” by building 
relationships with young people and trusted 
doctors. Creating a safe space with consis-
tent medical and social support helps young 
people make decisions about vaccines when 
they are ready. Organizations like Encour-
aging Leaders and Project HEALINGS are 
here to continue the conversation with the 
LGBTQIA+ community, during COVID 
and beyond. ♦

Notes:
1. Kramer, J. (2021, May 7). In Covid Vaccine 
Data, L.G.B.T.Q. People Fear Invisibility. 
The New York Times. https://www.nytimes.
com/2021/05/07/health/coronavirus-lgbtq.html
2. COVID-19 and the LGBTQ Community: 
Vaccinations and the Economic Toll of the 
Pandemic. (2021). Human Rights Campaign 
Foundation, PSB Insights. https://hrc-prod-
requests.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/files/
documents/COVID-Vaccines-Brief-030821.pdf

Understanding safety facts like this can 
be hard. New information is released every 
week. It is even harder for unhoused popu-
lations and people with limited English to 
get new information. By the time updates 
are translated and shared, the information 
has already changed. 

But new information is important. It 
shows that public health experts are being 
honest and their advice is effective. Cham-
pion shares, “I’m constantly talking with 
my friends about COVID and what kind of 

safety measures we are taking. Although 
guidelines change often, I try to stay up to 
date because that is the best way to protect 
myself.”

There have been many “variants” or 
forms of COVID (like Delta and Omicron) 
because viruses change over time. So far, 
each new form of COVID has spread more 
easily but may cause less serious sickness. 
This is why information about infections 
changes.

To keep up with COVID, people have 

to change too. You would not want to 
find your way around a new neighbor-
hood with a 50-year-old map. The streets 
may stay the same, but the details have 
changed. There are new shops and res-
taurants to find.

Old information can still inform our 
decisions, but the newest information will 
help us find the fastest and safest way out 
of COVID. The good news is that you do 
not have to learn this information alone. 

Changing to fight the virus
All communities deserve clear and 

trustworthy information about COVID 
and how to stay safe. 

The COVID vaccines are saving lives. 
They are especially good at preventing 
severe sickness for people with condi-
tions like diabetes, HIV, asthma, and heart 
disease. These conditions make it harder 
to fight off COVID. Vaccines give the 
body the strength to fight the virus. Vac-
cines can also help people stay out of the 
hospital and prevent death.

https://chinacenter.umn.edu/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/07/health/coronavirus-lgbtq.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/07/health/coronavirus-lgbtq.html
https://hrc-prod-requests.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/files/documents/COVID-Vaccines-Brief-030821.pdf
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/poll-finding/the-impact-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-lgbt-people/
https://encouragingleadersmn.org/
https://projecthealings.info/
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“More than 1001 Days and Nights of Hong Kong Internment: 
A Personal Narrative” by Chaloner Grenville Alabaster
Reviewed by David Bellis | Gwulo | Aug. 11, 2022

Author: Chaloner Grenville Alabaster
Publisher: Hong Kong University Press
Publication date: June 2022
Hardcover: 516 pages

Chaloner Grenville Alabaster goes by Grenville. His father, Sir Chaloner 
Grenville Alabaster was a British Consular Official in China. 

Grenville was born in 1880 in Hankow, China, and educated at Tonbridge 
School in England. He published a book, “Law Relating to the Transactions 
of Money-lenders and Borrowers” in 1907 and left England in 1909 to 
practice law in Hong Kong. He was appointed King’s Counsel in Hong 
Kong in 1922 and was appointed Attorney General of Hong Kong in 1930.
At the end of the war, he retired and returned to England. He died in 1958.

About the reviewer

David Bellis founded Gwulo (古老) 
in 2009, Hong Kong’s largest online 
historical archive --- a website for all 
who are interested in Hong Kong’s 
history It has 47,--- pages and more 
than 30,000 photos. 

Bellis is originally from Wales, but has 
called Hong Kong home since 1992. In 
2017, he put his love of old Hong Kong 
photos to work and published “Old 
Hong Kong Photos and the Tales They 
Tell,” showcasing some of his favourite 
photos and uncovering their hidden 
stories. Since then, he has published 
two further collections (Vol. 2 & 3).

This book is a lightly edited copy of 
Grenville Alabaster's journal, which in turn 
was based on his diaries covering the Japa-
nese invasion of Hong Kong in December 
1941, the years of internment in Prince’s 
Building and Stanley Camp that followed, 
and the eventual liberation in 1945.  We have 
several journals from that period available 
to read here on Gwulo, and recent years 
have seen a steady flow of other diaries and 
journals being published, so what makes 
Alabaster's worth your attention?

To give a rough idea of what to expect, 
here’s how the text is divided among the 
different topics:

Page
20
14
50

91
23
26
29

Topic
Introductions
The hostilities
Interned in Prince’s 
Building
1942 Stanley Camp
1943 Stanley Camp
1944 Stanley Camp
1945 Stanley Camp

Period

Dec 1941
Jan-Mar 1942

Mar-Dec 1942
Jan-Dec 1943
Jan-Dec 1944
Jan-Sep 1945

The first item that stands out is the large 
section covering his internment in Prince's 
Building in early 1942. Other internees 
spent a couple of weeks in the brothel-
hotels near the waterfront, then moved into 
Stanley Camp in late January. Alabaster, 
along with several other senior members of 
Hong Kong’s government, spent that time in 
Prince’s Building, not moving into Stanley 
until March. This is the first account I’ve 
read of this group.  Alabaster describes their 
many interactions with the Japanese, who 
come across as more sympathetic than I’d 
expected. It’s a good reminder of the danger 
of lumping everyone into ‘the Japanese’ 
when there was a wide range of characters 
among that group. Alabaster makes clear his 
views on the main division, differentiating 
between 'the civilized heads of the Japanese 
Consulate on the one hand and the Gestapo-
minded heads of the Gendarmerie on the 
other' (p.42).

Alabaster was Hong Kong’s Attorney 
General, which meant he ranked third in 
the hierarchy of the Hong Kong Govern-
ment, below only the Governor (#1) and the 
Colonial Secretary (#2). His account gives a 
window into the problems they were dealing 
with, very different from the more mundane 
day-to-day problems we usually read about 
in other diaries from this period.

One of the problems the government 
group dealt with was partly caused by 
their late arrival into Stanley Camp. In the 
interim, the internees in the camp had set 
up a Communal Council to run the camp. 

The government group spent a great deal of 
effort to reassert their authority. This was 
especially true of Mr. Gimson, the Colonial 
Secretary. Though he ranked second, he was 
effectively the leader of the government 
throughout the internment, as the Japanese 
had moved the Governor out of Hong Kong.  
Alabaster describes the tensions in this entry 
from April 1942, not long after his arrival in 
Stanley Camp (p.104):

Mr. Gimson told me that he was 
having trouble with Nielson, the 
Chairman of the Communal Council, 
who considered himself the boss of the 
British and either unable or unwilling 
to confine his activities to the sphere 
of purely camp matters, which had 
apparently been accepted by the other 
Commissars. He kept interfering in ex-
ternal and official matters which were 
properly the concern of the Colonial 
Secretary. It was becoming more and 
more apparent that two kings could 
not rule in Israel.
So if you’re looking for larger historical 

themes, this book will be valuable if you’re 
interested in the Prince’s Building intern-
ment, negotiations with the Japanese during 
that time, the government's conflict with the 
Communal Council, and generally the ac-
tivities of the senior government members.

History isn’t all about the big themes 
though. Books like this are also valuable if 
they have those smaller facts that fill in the 
gaps of our knowledge, answering questions 
raised in previous accounts. Alabaster is 
good at describing the events around him, 
so his journal will definitely fill in some of 
those gaps. Here are a couple of examples, 
with the first from page 36,

Rejoining the Colonial Secretary, 
we visited his official residence, which 
he had never occupied, for since 
his arrival in the Colony on the 7th 
December he had been a guest of Sir 
Mark Young at Government House 
until our capture there as already 
described.
We've seen other writers disagree on 

whether Gimson first arrived on the 7th or 
8th of December. Given Alabaster’s close 
relationship with Gimson, I'm happy to take 
this date of the 7th as the correct one.

As another example, we've previously 
wondered about the exact addresses of those 
brothel-hotels that many Europeans were 
sent to before Stanley Camp was ready. Page 
46 has the answer:

My diary for Sunday, 11th Janu-
ary, 1942, gives a list of the Chinese 
hotels and boarding houses to which 

those who had gone to Murray Parade 
Ground to register on the 5th had been 
marched. These, according to the di-
ary, were:
• Tai Koon Hotel, 90 Des Voeux Road
• Mee Chow Hotel, 216 Des Voeux 
Road
• Tin Fong Hotel, 273 Des Voeux Road
• New Asia Hotel, 206 Des Voeux Road
• Sun Wah Hotel, 121 Connaught Road
• Nankin Hotel, 80 Connaught Road
• Luk Hoi Tong, 150 Connaught Road
• The Stag Hotel, 148 Queen's Road 
Central
• Luk Kwok at Gloucester Road Sea 
Front.
These dates and places are important, 

but there's also another strength to Alabas-
ter's journal. I could quote many examples, 
but here's a good one, also from page 46:

At the university we saw Mrs. Daisy 
Turner and her daughter Mrs. Beryl Skip-
with, also Mrs. George Tinson and Miss 
Peggy Sharp already mentioned in the 
earlier part of this narrative. I also saw Mrs. 
Caer Clarke, the widow of an architect who 
had died there a few days earlier. Among 
the throng the beautiful half-Russian, Miss 
Mitzi Glover, was pointed out to me.

Alabaster made a point of recording the 
different people he came into contact with, 
often with a word or two about their current 
situation. This is invaluable for descendants 
of the people who lived through Hong 
Kong's war years. Despite the increased 
number of diaries becoming available, many 
POWs and internees left no record of their 
experiences, and refused to talk about the 
subject when asked. Their children and other 
close relatives are always grateful to learn 
something of their experiences from men-
tions in diaries. This book is a good source 
of mentions as Alabaster came into contact 
with a wide range of people: as Attorney 
General he was often visited by people 
seeking legal advice, and as one of Hong 
Kong’s senior Freemasons, he made a point 
of visiting the other Freemasons in camp. 

Finally, how is the book to read? Among 
the various accounts on Gwulo, some are 
copies of original diaries, while others are 
accounts written at a later date. Diaries are 
typically written for an audience of one, and 
are often very terse, leaving out descriptions 
and details the author already knows. It can 
make them difficult for third party to read. 
On the other hand, diary entries are written 
within days or hours of the events they de-
scribe, so they are very accurate, and they're 
often written without any expectation that 
a third-party will see them. For that reason, 

diaries tend to give the unvarnished truth, 
even when it paints the writer or his subjects 
in a bad light. The later accounts lack that 
openness, and some of the accuracy, but can 
benefit from the writer having had years or 
even decades to think about the events, and 
paint us a broader picture.

Alabaster's journal is a good balance 
of the two. He based it on his diaries, so 
we have their immediacy and accuracy. 
The journal was written several years later 
though, so he also has the chance to flesh 
out those sections that need more detail, and 
add several pages giving us his thoughts 
on the pre-war conditions in Hong Kong 
and their effect on people's behaviour in 
Stanley Camp.

As you'd expect, based on his profession, 
he writes very clearly, and is easy to read. 
So, all in all this is a very good addition to 
the records of life in wartime Hong Kong.

Additional thoughts
The readers wanting to know if their 

relatives are mentioned would benefit from 
an index of the names in the text. Maybe 
that could be added to a future edition, or it 
could be made available online instead - I'd 
be happy to host it here on Gwulo.

It would also be interesting to know if 
there are any major sections that didn't make 
it from the diaries into the journal, and again 
they could be made available online as a 
companion to the printed journal.

Further reading
• Stanley Camp: map & notes, photos
• Daily diary entries from other Stanley 
Camp internees ♦
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China’s Pearl River Delta recently sur-
passed Tokyo as the world’s largest urban 
area.  Amid that vast conurbation of over 60 
million people stands the city of Zhongshan.  
The birthplace of Sun Yat-sen, Zhonghsan’s 
factories supply China’s middle class with 
consumer goods like lighting, furniture, and 
appliances.  Looking east across the Indian 
Ocean, one finds Antalaha, a small harbor 
town on Madagascar’s eastern coast.  Bor-
dered by three national parks and without a 
paved road to the nation’s capital, Antalaha’s 
67,000 inhabitants might seem remote.  But 
thanks to a tree growing in those parks, 
Antalaha found itself fueling Zhongshan’s 
furniture industry.  Annah Lake Zhu’s 
new book “Rosewood: Endangered Spe-
cies Conservation and The Rise of Global 
China,” explores the consequences of this 
unexpected connection.

Zhongshan has exported rosewood 
chairs, desks, tables, and footstools to the 
rest of China since the Ming dynasty.  Over 
time, this furniture transitioned from a signal 
of royalty to a mandatory accoutrement for 
China’s well-to-do.  That association with 
wealth cost it dearly in the Cultural Revolu-
tion, when its ownership invited abuse and 
persecution from the Red Guards.  By the 
end of the decade, countless families had 
pawned or destroyed once-cherished heir-
looms.  Reforms under Deng Xiaoping might 

have repaired the economic devastation, but 
the cultural damage remained.  China’s new 
consumer class found sustenance in its past, 
looking to rosewood as an affirmation of 
their identity and heritage.  When the Chi-
nese government sought to cool financial 
markets by limiting speculation in equities 
and real estate, the long-lasting hardwood 
took on another role: investment vehicle.  
Without quite meaning to, the authorities 
inaugurated what the Malagasy would call 
“the time of the rosewood.”

Over the last two centuries, Madagas-
car’s polity has run the gamut from indig-
enous monarchy to French colonial rule, 
one-party socialist state and today’s Fourth 
Republic.  Government after government 
all failed to extend basic infrastructure and 
institutions to the island’s northeast, but they 
held one policy constant: state ownership of 
Madagascar’s forests.  To this day, most of 
the villages surrounding the natural parks 
rely on slash-and-burn subsistence agri-
culture, enduring a “hungry period” before 
the annual rice harvest.  A small Cantonese 
population managed to escape that endemic 
poverty by cornering the market on vanilla 
exports.  Their combination of cultural affin-
ity and business experience proved invalu-
able when Zhongshan’s furniture industry 
began sourcing rosewood from beyond Asia.

The surge in price for rosewood logs 

provided ample incentive for local farmers 
to abandon their rice paddies and enter the 
forests.  The lack of property rights removed 
any incentive to leave trees standing.  A pre-
dictable “tragedy of the commons” ensued, 
with disastrous results for Madagascar’s 
biodiversity.  But Zhu’s lesson in basic 
economics has an even more tragic sequel: 
the lost opportunity for Malagasy farmers.  
As countless logs floated out of the country, 
unprecedented foreign capital flowed in, 
primarily to a tiny handful of elites granted 
export licenses.  Far too little revenue went 
to the laborers struggling in austere and 
dangerous conditions.  The money that 
did trickle down created circumstances of 
“baseline poverty punctuated by extreme 
abundance.”  A lack of commercial banks in 
the region meant that loggers had nowhere 
to save or invest their windfall. Without 
a reliable police force, they were obvious 
targets for robbery. These circumstances 
constrained the ability of loggers to make 
the most of their earnings. Instead of invest-
ment, earnings went to frenzied conflagra-
tions of spending that left them with little 
more than a hangover to show for their time 
in the forest.

The villages surrounding Madagascar’s 
national parks have many problems, not 
least of which is the attention they receive 
from environmental groups.  A recent trend 
of allowing Western NGOs to manage 
the parks created much needed breathing 
space between villagers and corrupt local 
gendarmes. But the Western emphasis on 
preservation also erected a barrier between 
local people and their most viable source of 
income.  Zhu traces that lack of empathy to 
the Western notion of “nature.”  Since Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, a lineage of philosophers 
and activists all saw the natural world as 
distinct and apart from humanity, flourishing 
only when shielded from our depredations.  
Zhu contrasts that with a Chinese view 
where civilization and nature exist less as a 
dichotomy and more as complements.  Does 
a building have feng shui?  That question 
seems absurd or obvious depending on 
one’s perspective.  Zhu’s excavation of two 
competing intellectual genealogies supports 
her case that Westerners should interrogate 
the cultural foundations of the seemingly 
“scientific” policies they foist on develop-

ing countries.
An imperious approach to environ-

mental policy in the Global South often 
garners more resentment than gratitude.  
Zhu conveys the bitterness behind African 
complaints over “ideologically driven anti-
trade and anti-use models … dictated largely 
by Western non-state actors who have no 
experience with, responsibility for, or own-
ership over wildlife resources.”  Western 
policymakers would do well to realize that 
there is more to China’s growing influence 
in Africa than money.  Simultaneously the 
world’s largest deforester and tree-planter, 
the Chinese example of working with 
nature offers developing countries a more 
feasible route to development than strict 
preservation.

At their best, Zhu’s chapters read like 
dispatches from a foreign correspondent: 
intrepid, open-minded, and sympathetic to 
her subjects.  Her skill as an interlocutor 
makes for poignant reading.  How should 
we reconcile the pride and dignity rosewood 
embodies for Chinese consumers with the 
corruption and environmental damage it 
exacerbates in Madagascar?  Zhu’s travels 
eventually lead her to a promising solution: 
plantation agriculture on privately held land 
in both China and Madagascar.  These vast 
experiments in monoculture will never re-
semble Western ideals of untouched nature, 
but they represent a reliable source of inputs 
for Zhongshan, a secure source of income 
for farmers, and a viable path to survival 
for the redwood.

The rise of China presents challenges 
and opportunities in equal measure. Rose-
wood farms may not represent the end of 
history, but they do show how different so-
cieties can converge on practical solutions.  
Businesses, governments, and non-profits 
would do well to consider that example. ♦
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It was April 5, 2020, when Governor 
Walz delivered his State of the State Ad-
dress from his residence. Less than a month 
ago, WHO declared COVID-19 a global 
pandemic. PPE shortage, travel restrictions, 
hospitals overwhelmed, people got sick, and 
the world panicked.

Minnesota remained calm; Minnesotans 
stayed strong. Governor Walz and his com-
missioners held weekly, sometimes daily 
COVID briefings and the Department of 
Health published daily situation reports to 
keep all of us informed: how many were in-
fected, many hospitalized, how many people 
died; how many masks, gloves, hazmat 
suits, ventilators have been distributed, how 
many in stock, how many are on the way. 
What the state government is doing, what it 
plans to do to keep you safe, and what you 
should do to protect yourself and your loved 
ones. Every single briefing Governor Walz 

gave was compassionate and reassuring; 
every single update he sent to the public was 
clear and pragmatic. In a time of uncertainty 
and insecurity, Governor Walz dealt with the 
pandemic with scientific precision - like a 
teacher; inspired and led the essential work-
ers to fight on the frontline - like a soldier; 
and united the team and guided the public 
to tackle the challenges - like a coach. In 
his own words: "We will grieve all that was 
taken from us. But we will also celebrate 
all that's given to us. Unity. Humanity. 
Gratitude."

I asked all my students at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota to watch the Governor's 
speech and read the transcript, to remember 
what makes Minnesota great, and to remem-
ber what is the best in America. Particularly 
in the dark times - all the lights we could 
not see, all the fear and hatred tearing us 
apart, all the confusion and chaos - we heard 

Governor Walz's voice of reason, common 
sense, and normalcy; we saw a mind with 
logic, a leader with humanity, and a man 
with decency.

From 2016 to 2020, we renewed our 
appreciation of Federalism - a gift from the 
Founding Fathers - which protected Minne-
sotans from xenophobia, conspiracies, hate, 
lies, incompetence, and kakistocracy. In 
Minnesota, truth still matters; in Minnesota, 
science, education, and democracy matter.

Governor Walz led us through the pan-
demic and the tragic days of George Floyd's 
death, gave us a record budget surplus, and 
gave us record job growth. Governor Walz 
showed us the fundamental distinction be-
tween right and wrong with moral clarity 
and demonstrated what an economic miracle 
the best management could achieve.

Governor Walz is the embodiment of 
the best of Minnesota: humble while proud, 
reserved while articulate, idealistic while 
realistic, conservative while liberal, prudent 
while confident, introvert while extrovert, 
moderate while determined, passive-aggres-
sive, and most importantly, very kind. He is 
your next-door neighbor who will lend you 
a hand anytime you need it, your family 
elder who listens to your issues and provides 
thoughtful comments, and your teacher who 
teaches you how to solve a math problem,

One day in September 2020, I walked 
my dogs in downtown Stillwater. By pure 
serendipity, Governor Walz was visiting 
and listening to small business owners to 
understand their difficulties. My dog Billy 
approached the Governor with curiosity, 
and the Governor was not annoyed but 
pleasantly surprised and said hello. I may be 

Why we must re-elect Governor Tim Walz
By Chang Wang, contributor | October 2022

biased, but I believe how people treat strang-
ers and animals says a lot about the people. I 
saw a leader with compassion, humility, and 
empathy. I know I voted for the right person 
and would vote for him again.

 In the dark times of America, progress 
was made in Minnesota when a courageous 
and skillful leader Governor Walz seized the 
opportunity to change things for the better. 
Like all great leaders, Governor Walz is a 
great simplifier who can cut through argu-
ment, debate, and doubt to offer a solution 
everyone can understand. Under his leader-
ship, Minnesota is in the best position ever 
for the future.

Re-elect Governor Tim Walz, re-elect 
reason and logic, re-elect common sense 
and normalcy, and re-elect dignity and 
decency. ♦

Educaton

College entrance exam re-
forms give students more 
choices
By Zou Shuo | China Daily | Sept. 15,2022

A total of 29 provincial regions have 
started or made plans to reform the national 
college entrance exam, or gaokao, offering 
more options to students taking the criti-
cal test, the Ministry of Education said on 
Thursday.

Wang Hui, director of the ministry's 
department of college students affairs, said 
14 provincial regions have already imple-
mented gaokao reforms.  Seven regions will 
officially implement them in 2024, while 
eight others will do so in 2025.

Before the reforms, high school students 
were divided into liberal arts and sciences 
categories, in which the former needed to 
answer questions related to politics, history 
and geography on the gaokao while the lat-
ter concentrated on physics, chemistry and 
biology.  Now, students can choose any three 

of these six subjects to be tested on.
According to third-party surveys, 

students welcomed the reforms, and high 
school and university officials said they 
think the changes encourage students to 
learn more about the different subjects 
and that education officials have made 
progress in testing students based on their 
aptitudes, Wang said at a news conference 
on achievements in exam reforms since the 
18th National Congress of the Communist 
Party of China in 2012.

That year, a special project was launched 
to enroll students in rural and formerly im-
poverished regions to study at key universi-
ties with lower gaokao scores.

The number of students enrolled under 
the project jumped from 10,000 in 2012 
to 131,000 last year, with total enrollment 
reaching more than 950,000 students over 
the past decade, he said.

Moreover, the ministry launched a pilot 
enrollment project at top universities in 2020 
focusing on students with special talents in 
basic disciplines including math, physics, 
chemistry, biology, history, philosophy and 
ancient Chinese characters.

More than 18,000 students have been 
enrolled to 39 top universities under the 
project, Wang added. ♦

Community
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“Who Killed Vincent Chin?” Forty years and counting
By Elaine Dunn | October 022

We can’t forget Vincent Chin
There has not only been continued violence against Asian Americans but new, record-high levels of anti-Asian hate crimes.

By Brad Jenkins, Linh Nguyen | The Progressive Magazine | June 22, 2022

(This column was produced for Progressive Perspectives, a project of The Progressive Magazine.)

Forty years ago, the popularity of im-
ported Japanese vehicles was killing the 
American automobile industry, causing 
the senseless hate crime that killed Vincent 
Chin, two days before his wedding! Two 
years ago, the origin of COVID-19 caused 
a surge in anti-Asian hate crimes. Has any-
thing changed in the 40 years?

American history is blemished with 
records of anti-Asian discrimination, preju-
dice and hate, the most egregious of which 
is the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882.

According to a Pew Research Center 
report in May, a survey conducted during 
April 11-17, 2022 indicated “most Asian 
Americans worry about being threatened 
or attacked and approximately 30% “have 
changed their daily routine because of 
these concerns.” Forty-three percent said 
their local officials were not doing a good 
job addressing violence against Asian 

Americans while 20% said violence against 
Asian Americans is not an issue in their 
community. 

Horrendous crimes against Asians had 
occurred in urban locales even before former 
President Donald Trump’s “China virus*” 
moniker took off; but back 
then, local leaders of the 
mostly deep-blue states 
where these crimes oc-
curred had brushed off 
any hint of racial motives, 
to wit, in January 2010, 
six Black male teenag-
ers kicked and bashed 
the head of 83-year-old 
Huan Chen after he dis-
embarked at a light rail 
bus stop in San Francis-
co, fled laughing and left 
Chen bleeding on the ground. Chen died two 
months later. Three months later, a similar 
incident occurred across the bay in Oakland. 
Two Black teens attacked an elderly Chinese 
man and his son. The elderly man also died 
from his injuries. The authorities insisted 
those were merely “crimes of opportunity,” 
not racially motivated.

A 2008 survey by the San Francisco 
Police Department found that 85% of the 
city’s violent crimes were Black-on-Asian.

Fast forward to the present, “House 

It’s been four decades since the murder 
of Vincent Chin, a Chinese American man 
who was beaten to death by two white men 
who worked in the auto industry.

Since then, there has not only been con-
tinued violence against Asian Americans but 
new, record-high levels of anti-Asian hate 
crimes. And while Chin’s death has been 
widely memorialized, the solidarity between 
Asian American and Black communities that 
emerged in its wake is often left out of the 
conversation.

It is up to us to fight for the future of 
our communities to ensure that Black 
and Asian lives are no longer seen as 
disposable.

Just as Black activists like the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, Sr. spoke out in the 1980s to de-

mand justice for Chin, in recent years groups 
like Asian Americans for Black Lives have 
taken action against the killing of Black 
Americans such as Philando Castile, George 
Floyd, Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud Arbery 
— despite our communities’ complex, and 
sometimes hostile, history.

With recent data showing that 30% of 
Asian American youth are unaware of Vin-
cent Chin’s murder, we need to educate Gen 
Z about their history to empower them to be 
politically engaged. It is up to us to fight for 
the future of our communities to ensure that 
Black and Asian lives are no longer seen as 
disposable.

We can do this only if we look to the 
lessons of our past. By focusing on two of 
the most vulnerable racial minorities, we can 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi, President Joe Biden, 
and other Democrats have eagerly labeled 
today’s anti-Asian attacks as manifestations 
of hate, they see no irony in Democratic 
politicians' abject refusal to do the same 
before Trump's presidency. Just as in the 

past, they will not mention 
the race of today’s non-
white assailants,” stated 
an opinion piece in the 
Washington Examiner in 
May 2021.

Bystanders of all skin 
colors, Asians included, 
tend to do nothing in the 
face of such crimes, from 
refusing to report them to 
speaking out against them. 
Until the surge during the 
pandemic. Leaders can no 

longer afford to look away. Thank goodness. 
It’s time to start constructive, honest 

conversations about the prevalence of these 
crimes and admit some are racist crimes. 
End goal is not to pin blame on any racial 
group but seek solutions. Just like addic-
tion recovery, until one will admit there is 
a problem, the problem cannot be “fixed.”

October is National Bullying Prevention 
Month. Much of bullying stems from igno-
rance, fear, intolerance and low self-esteem 
of the perpetrator. Maybe much the same at 

Lily Chin with photo of son Vincent 

the root of (anti-Asian) hate crimes. It’s time 
to bring the ugliness out into the open so the 
education and healing can begin. ♦

 
* On March 23, Trump stated the virus was 
not the fault of Chinese Americans.

About half of Asian 
Americans think 
stronger hate crime 
laws could help 
prevent violence 
against Asians  
  

Pew Research Center

build on instances of solidarity. The deeply 
rooted history of violence in the United 
States and the normalization of unjust treat-
ment toward Black and Asian Americans has 
been woven into the fabric of our society.

From the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 
and the Japanese internment camps of the 
1940s to our extensive history of slavery, 
violence and discrimination against com-
munities of color continue today, with hate 
crimes like the mass shooting in Buffalo, 
N.Y. and the attack on a Korean salon in 
Dallas, Tex. 

Asian American and Black communities 
have had a long-standing history of solidar-
ity, stretching from Frederick Douglass 
advocating for Chinese and Japanese im-
migration to protests against the Vietnam 
War to present-day partnerships like Asian 
Americans for Black Lives.

The narrative of Black-Asian hostility 
has been given disproportionate attention 
and is bolstered by the myth that, under sys-
temic racism, one community’s justice relies 
on the sacrifice of another’s. This is not to 
say that the relationship is not a fraught one, 
with real racist sentiments between Black 
and Asian American communities. 

But it’s important to recognize that 
white supremacy and white supremacist 
tactics rely on pitting communities against 
each other. In this way, the invisibility of 
race-based hate crimes, as well as centu-
ries of rampant discrimination, stigma and 
violence, have all contributed to a further 
separation of Black and Asian Americans. 

In 2021, our organization RUN (Rep-
resent Us Now) AAPI asked young Asian 

Americans questions about identity, soli-
darity with other communities of color and 
the importance of political engagement. We 
found that this younger generation has been 
doing work focused on creating solidarity 
between the two communities. 

At RUN AAPI, we motivate Asian 
American youth to define their sense of 
civic purpose and be politically engaged, 
while providing resources for the com-
munity to rewrite the cultural and societal 
narrative about what it means to be Asian 
American. That work includes connecting 
the Asian American community with other 
communities of color to bridge the gap that 
our parents believe still exists.

Ahead of this year’s midterm elections, 
we are committed to meeting voters and 
community members where they are to 
ensure historically underrepresented voters 
can make their voices heard. 

It is our mission to ensure our commu-
nities are more interconnected than ever 
before, because as we know, real change 
can only happen when we stand together. In 
honor of the legacy of Vincent Chin and the 
progress and setbacks we’ve experienced, 
we are dedicated to informing and empower-
ing the next generation.

In November, we will not only be fight-
ing for the future of our communities but 
for the future of democracy as we know it. ♦
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Anti-Asian hate crimes are a “racist crisis”
By Jon Andre Sabio Parrilla | Yale News | April 29, 2022

The mistreatment of Asian Americans in society is a broader reflection of the inequitable 
treatment Asian Americans experience in the healthcare system.

Hate crimes against Asians in America 
have been steadily on the rise, aided by 
derogatory language stemming from the 
pandemic and a historical culmination of 
caricatures and stereotypes of Asian people. 

Alice Shen, psychiatry resident at the 
Yale School of Medicine, attributes the 
racialized history of Asians in America to 
the pervasiveness of these hate crimes. Ac-
cording to Shen, many Asian Americans 
were first brought to America as indentured 
servants, through contracts that were mere 
extensions of enslavement as they expired 
only upon death. Other Yale medical and 
research professionals weighed in on the 
effects of these events on Asian health care 
professionals.

“Hate crimes against Asian Americans 
are as American as apple pie — but we 
don’t learn about it in our history books,” 
Shen said. “Racial hatred toward Asian 
Americans comes along with white su-
premacy and therefore is also intertwined 
with America’s long history of oppressing 
Black Americans.” 

The dehumanization, objectification and 
exotification of Asian women has led to seri-
ous consequences in the United States. On 
March 16, a man opened fire on an Atlanta 
spa, taking the lives of eight individuals — 
six of whom were Asian women. 

According to Stop AAPI Hate, 68 per-
cent of those who reported a hate crime that 
was committed against them identified as fe-
male. Intersecting identities have left Asian 
women vulnerable to acts of violence and 

systemic abuse in the health care system. 
Shen shared with the News her experi-

ence with insensitive professionalism the 
day after the Atlanta spa shooting. 

“Last year, I had an experience after the 
Atlanta spa shootings where I showed up 
to work, opened my email, and my clinic 
supervisor had sent an email to the team 
which stated, ‘I hope everyone is finding 
their own way to celebrate!’” Shen said. 
“It took me a second to realize that he was 
referring to St. Patrick’s Day.” 

Shen and many other health care work-
ers who are of marginalized identities find 
it difficult to speak up. 

According to Shen, however, it is 
important for people to reach out and let 
others know how they feel if they have said 
something insensitive. 

“For me, resilience is not remaining 
silent,” Shen said. “When I remain silent, I 
become more bitter and depressed. I wrote 
back to the team sharing that I was confused 
about the message given what had hap-
pened in the national news. Part of me did, 
however, second guess myself. Was it a big 
deal? Was he expected to know? After all, it 
only happened to affect Asians. Of course it 
wouldn’t affect him as a white man as much. 
Am I overreacting?” 

Last March, after the Atlanta spa shoot-
ing, over 300 people gathered in front of 
the Yale School of Medicine to call out hate 
against Asian Americans. 

Nichole Roxas, a co-resident of Alice 
Shen in psychiatry, yelled to the crowd in 

Tagalog, saying “Tama Na! Sobra Na!” 
which translates to “Stop it! Enough is 
enough!” in English. 

For Roxas, resilience is about “rest, 
regroup and resist again,” a lesson Ayana 
Jordan, assistant professor adjunct of 
psychiatry, taught her and Shen. Roxas 
and Shen have been making community 
for those affected by the horrific murders 
through hosting and attending events for 
Asian American community members.

“From going to AAPI New Haven events 
like the vigil marking and mourning the 
Atlanta spa shooting massacre first year 
anniversary to Dr. Shen hosts gatherings 
of Asian Americans sharing stories about 
our personal experiences with the carceral 
mental health system and focusing on being 
in the right relationship with each other over 
dinner, and more — it is important to make 
space to nourish our collective,” Roxas 
wrote to the News.

Roxas found strength during these try-
ing times from peers bonded by systemic 
abuse. According to Roxas, her friendships 
are “medicinal and vital” when continuing 
her ancestors’ struggle towards the mutual 
liberation of Black and Asian people.

Shen suggested that moving forward, 
medicine must “look beyond the model 
minority myth and question the message 
that AAPI have no issues.”

In a recent article from Politico regard-
ing hate crimes against Asian Americans, 
high-profile anti-Asian assaults or murders, 
such as the death of a woman who was 

shoved in front of a train, “have not been 
designated as acts of hate.” 

“I feel gaslit,” Shen responded. “The 
prevailing message is that Asian Americans 
have no problems, we’re hard workers, 
racism doesn’t touch us, we’re practically 
white. I’ve heard that from white people, 
other Asians and other people of color. So 
what am I to make of the suffering that I 
do see? When I know friends and family 
who get assaulted, who struggle, who at-
tempt suicide, who persevere. That’s what 
gaslighting means to me — when I see pain 
but someone else tells me it doesn’t exist. 
It can’t exist.” 

According to Shen, the reality is that 
Asian America is incredibly diverse with 
different ethnic groups, socioeconomic sta-
tuses, political affiliations, religious beliefs 
and cultural traditions.

Despite this diversity, there is one unify-
ing characteristic among Asian Americans. 

“What connects them all is the unfortu-
nate reality of having to bear microaggres-
sions and macroaggressions –– everything 
from racist jabs to hate crimes –– without 
many others really taking notice,” said Miraj 
U. Desai, assistant professor of psychiatry. 

Anti-Asian hate crimes in the United 
States increased by 339 percent last year. ♦
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