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77-year-old craftsman's passion to pass 
on ancient shipbuilding technology
Source:  Xinhua News | June 22, 2022
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China’s got talent?

The next big TV sensation?  Singer?  Dancer?  Stand-up comedian?  This 20-something is better than 
that!  He may not be the next TV sensation, but he’s already the talk of the tech world.  Who is he and 
what did he do to garner all this attention?  (P. 12). 

Zhang Guohui has been making ships, 
from over 30-meter-long vessels to meters-
long model boats, for more than six decades.

"Every minute, I keep thinking about 
making it perfect," said the 77-year-old 
man, an inheritor of the watertight-bulkhead 
technology of Chinese junks.

Hailing from a poor family in a fishing 
town in east China's Fujian Province, Zhang 
started to make a living by fishing on the 
open seas when he was only 16, which is 
where he developed a keen interest in mak-
ing boats.

Being a fast learner, Zhang was later 
sent to shipyards in the cities of Quanzhou 
and Xiamen of Fujian where he received 
training and became a master of traditional 
Chinese junks and gained fame because 

of his consummate craftsmanship for the 
construction of vessels.

Due to the development of the modern 
shipbuilding industry, the need for large 
wooden vessels decreased sharply. Zhang 
began constructing model ships using his 
20 years of shipbuilding skills.

"I had feared that the traditional skills 
would die someday. Fortunately, I met Wang 
Lianmao, the former curator of Quanzhou 
Maritime Museum, in 2007," said Zhang. 
After their meeting, he started to renovate 
old ships and make model ships for the 
museum.

In 2010, the watertight-bulkhead tech-
nology of Chinese junks was inscribed on 
the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 
Need of Urgent Safeguarding by UNESCO.

Invented in the Tang Dynasty (618-907) 
and widely adopted after the Song Dynasty 
(960-1279) in Fujian, the technology per-
mits the construction of ocean-going ves-
sels with watertight compartments. If one 
or two cabins are accidentally damaged in 
the navigation process, seawater will not 
flood the other cabins and the vessel will 

remain afloat.
Thanks to dedicated craftsmen like 

Zhang, the technology can be inherited and 
promoted.

"The renovated ancient ships are the his-
torical witnesses of Quanzhou as a maritime 
hub of the East and Southeast Asia trade 
network," said Zhang, who has built and 
renovated more than 20 model ships for 
the museum.

"Every time I see my works in the mu-
seum, I feel excited," he said, adding that it 
is meaningful for the younger generations, 
who can learn from exhibitions of those an-
cient ships that their ancestors had advanced 
shipbuilding technology at an early stage.

In 2016, Zhang was appointed as an 
ancient model ship researcher at the mu-
seum and was invited to deliver lectures to 
university students.

"Students are intrigued by the crafts-
manship of shipbuilding, and many of them 
even came to my workshop to learn about 
boat making during holidays. As long as 
I'm alive, I'll keep passing on the heritage," 
Zhang said. ♦
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Greetings:

insight
Guaranteed

YES you can visit our website, www.chinainsight.info, to read the 
latest issue, but did you know you can have ChinaInsight delivered 
directly to your email inbox?

A digital subscription is FREE and brings a full year (10 issues) 
of new understanding about today’s China, from language to 
business opportunities.

FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTIONS  

Getting to know you . . . 
 Who are you? What articles do you enjoy reading? 
China Insight would like to ensure our content matches your interests. Please take a few minutes to complete this poll so we can update our 
reader demographics. For your time, the first 10 respondents each month will receive a free annual subscription to China Insight. Winners will 
be notified by email. 

Entry form 

 Please send me free China Insight for a year if I am one of the first 10 respondents this month 
The top two articles that interested me the most in this issue are: 

 Page  Article title  
 Page  Article title  
 I would like to see more articles on  
                 

Employment 
Status 

 Student  Self-employed  Retired   Age  19 & under  20 - 40 Gender  Male 
 Other (please specify)     41 - 60  61 & up   Female 

Employment 
Sector 

 Education  Government  Private Industry  Ethnicity  Asian  Caucasian  Hispanic 
 Other (please specify)     African American  Other  

Where did you get this issue of China Insight?   
  

Name   
 First Last  
Address  Email  
 Street  City State Zip  

One entry per month. Please return entry to: 
China Insight 750 Mainstreet, #230, Hopkins, MN 55343 
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As many of you are aware, record high 
temperatures have been set all week long 
in portions of the Midwest and South. Min-
neapolis set a daily record-high on June 20 
with a high temperature of 101 degrees, 
breaking the old record of 98 degrees. It 
was also the first 100-degree day in the 
Twin Cities since May 2018. We should 
consider ourselves fortunate since the rest 
of the country is experiencing more severe, 
unusual climatic events while other parts of 
the world have endured an earthquake that 
killed more than 1,000 people and South 
Asia experienced unprecedented floods.

As we gear up for the summer season, 
we are looking forward to a return of normal 
pre-pandemic life. Although the Dragon 
Festival has announced that it will not be 
held this year, Minneapolis has announced 
the return of the Aquatennial. (Check their 
website for the latest details.) Hopefully you 
will be able to observe 4th of July at your 
favorite fireworks location.

There are still a few activities that can be 
enjoyed outdoors, and we strongly recom-
mend visiting either of the Chinese Gardens 
located within the Twin Cities area: The St. 
Paul-Changsha China Friendship Garden of 
Whispering Willow and Flowing Waters at 
Lake Phalen Regional Park or the Chinese 
Garden at the University of Minnesota 

Landscape Arboretum in Chaska.
The key to realistic planning in times 

of crises and to continue the battle against 
COVID-19 is to balance social and personal 
responsibility. Thus, the best we can do in 
the time of COVID-19 is to do what it takes, 
to the best of our ability, to flatten the curve. 
In our opinion, this means taking protec-
tive and preventative measures so that the 
number of cases is spread out over time so 
our healthcare system can more realistically 
manage those who are sick and need help. 
Thus, do not worry about what you cannot 
control. We can all function in a responsible 
manner without endangering others.

Asian Media Access recently helped 
organize several events that provided some 
safety training for the Asian community in 
reaction to the unfortunate rise in Asian-hate 
incidents and an upcoming event to promote 
COVID-19 vaccinations, see page 5.

We would also like to invite all artists 
to submit their work as noted on page 4; 
and read about the historic Jumbo Floating 
Restaurant on page 7. ChinaInsight is happy 
to recognize the students that were awarded 
scholarships by CAAM on pages 8-9.

Please note that ChinaInsight will not 
be publishing a separate issue for August. 
Our hardworking volunteer staff deserves a 
break, but we will return in September. In 

the meantime, we hope you enjoy your sum-
mer and thank you for your continued sup-
port. Please do not hesitate to contact Elaine 
Dunn or me if you would like to suggest a 
topic for coverage or have any comments 
or ideas to share on how ChinaInsight can 
better serve the community.

mailto:articles%40chinainsight.info?subject=
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Hot topic

IT cases

Ugly artworkForeign investments wanted

Anniversary visit

China is trying 
to find new ways to 
attract foreign in-
vestments back to 
Hong Kong as the 
once-thriving city’s 
economy struggles. 
First quarter saw its 
economy shrunk by 
4% ˗ the worst in 30 
years!

Bloomberg re-
ported June 24 that 
Chinese officials 
held a “listening 
session” with Hong 
Kong’s foreign chamber of commerce, with 
the event held mostly in English, soliciting 
advice from foreign investors. “The direct 
communication between the Liaison Office 
with foreign investors in Hong Kong was 
unprecedented,” according to Asia Times. 
Previously, business issues were the HK 
government’s responsibility. 

In a closed-door meeting, attendees were 
asked to suggest how the HK government 
can improve the local business environment. 

There was no men-
tion whether anyone 
had the guts to speak 
up about the National 
Security Law passed 
in 2020?

John Lee, Beijing 
loyalist and Hong 
Kong’s new Chief 
Executive as of July 
1 announced the last 
week of June that he 
would “try to reduce 
inconveniences to 
those visiting Hong 
Kong without bring-

ing extra risk to the mainland,” with respect 
to COVIS restrictions. Currently, Jong 
Kong still requires international travelers 
to quarantine for seven days at designated 
hotels upon arrival.

However, Lee, who led the crackdown 
on Hong Kong’s 2019 pro-democracy pro-
tests, also vowed to continue cracking down 
on “fearmongering” and “lies” about human 
rights issues in Hong Kong. ♦

Chinese President Xi Jinping will visit 
Hong Kong on the 25th anniversary of the 
former British colony’s handover to China. 
It will coincide with the inaugural ceremony 
of the sixth-term government of Hong Kong 
when John Lee takes over from Carrie Lam 
as Chief Executive.

Touting “HK marches ahead with pros-
perity, stability,” mainland propaganda 
depicts how “ordinary citizens” in the for-
mer British colony live and work in peace 
and contentment, and hope to have closer 
ties with the mainland. Reminiscent of the 

tactics used during Mao Zedong’s 
Cultural Revolution where he was 
shown to interact with common 
folks and how grateful they were 
that the Great Helmsman cared for 
them, a recap of Xi’s visit to a HK 
family in 2008 is being rehashed. 
The head of that family is reported 
to say how “unforgettable an experi-
ence” that visit with Xi was and how 
“the mainland has more support and 
more support for Hong Kong, which 
is a good change for Hong Kong.”

The handover anniversary is one 
of the highest profile political events 
of the year, a year when Xi is trying 
to get reappointed for a third five-

year term as party leader.
Hong Kong’s economy is struggling as 

a result of the pandemic and tighter govern-
mental restrictions on individual freedom. 
There is renewed rise in COVID cases in 
the city. Cost of living is soaring and cost 
of housing continues to be among the high-
est in the world. These factors have eroded 
Hong Kong’s status as global business and 
financial center.

How will Xi reconcile the propaganda 
with reality on his visit? ♦

Recently, artwork 
used in an elementary 
school math textbook 
sparked controversy 
on Weibo. Apparently, 
netizens complained 
about how “aestheti-
cally displeasing” the 
illustrations were. 

The “unpleasing” 
images include chil-
dren with small, droopy 
eyes; big foreheads; 
girls sticking out their 
tongues; questionable 
bulges in little boys’ 
pants and boys grabbing 
girls. And, horror of 
horrors, a Chinese flag 
flying backwards!

The hashtags “Peo-
ple’s Education Press 
Math Teaching Material” (#人教版数学教
材#) and “People’s Education Press Math-
book Illustration Controversy” (#人教版
数学教材插图引争议#) attracted more 
than 860 million and 190 million views 
respectively in a matter of hours. Many 
online comments mention the illustrations 
are not only “tragically ugly” but also carry 
“evil intentions.”

The fact that the textbook had been de-
veloped, designed and polished by a team 
of “relatively influential and experienced 
designers and publishers” further fueled the 
controversy. The People’s Education Press is 
a major publishing house founded in 1950, 
and has published all kinds of elementary 
level teaching materials since. 

One parent wrote, “This textbook is so 

ugly! How did it ever pass the review?” 
Many said their childhood materials were 
far superior and suggested using more 
traditional Chinese design. A professional 
graphic designer chimed in accusing the 
publishing houses do not prioritize design 
and are still paying illustrators at prices from 
a decade ago. 

People’s Education Press responded by 
saying it would reevaluate its elementary 
math textbooks illustrations and “improve 
the quality of the design,” which garnered 
600,000 “likes.”

The last time an elementary textbook 
caused a major stir on social media was in 
2017: an elementary school sexual educa-
tion textbook was “too explicit.” ♦

Much of China’s daily life revolve 
around mobile technology. It follows that 
the next status IT item for young consum-
ers in China is a phone case that reflects the 
personality of its owner.

An American market research firm re-
ported that 75% of phone users use phone 
cases and Alibaba revealed the “stickiness” 
of phone cases is high in China, with more 
than 10 million users buying more than 
12 cases a year. With a prolonged phone 
replacement cycle from 18 to 28 months 
in China, this means expressing their style 
though the phone case is ever more impor-
tant!

On the first day of Jame Technology’s 
IPO in 2020, its total market capitalization 

reached US$1.4 billion. Jame is 
the parent company of technol-
ogy accessories brand Defense. 
Its anti-drop technology case 
averages US$30. 

Rival Hong Kong-founded 
Casetify peddles cases printed 
with the customers’ own pho-
tos. Its current products include 
bright, patterned collaborations 
with The Met to the NBA to 
Peanuts.

High-end fashion houses 
such as Louis Vuitton, Moschino, Bottega 
Veneta, Dior, Gucci and Prada all have got-
ten into the act with their brand signature 
headphone, mobile, computer and tablet 
cases. In June 2021, Chanel launched two 
pearlized leather Airpods cases crafted from 
sheepskin. How much? Definitely more than 
the goods they’re protecting: US$2,970!

To today’s Chinese consumers, objects 
that reflect their own taste and style are 
more important than the price tag. Tech 
item cases, just like items of clothing, are 
an important way for younger shoppers to 
express themselves. They are another way 
to showboat status, and luxury brands are all 
in to exploit the lucrative market! ♦

Hot discussion on Hong Kong’s Face-
book is where to find ube-flavoured ice 
cream.

The most sought-after treat in Hong 
Kong’s current sweltering heat wave (in the 
90+˚F) is ice cream and the most sought-
after flavour ice cream is purple-colored 
ube-flavour from the Philippines. 

Netizen discussions center around which 
stores carry it and sharing childhood memo-
ries the flavour evoke.

Ube is tuber in Tagalog and is a purple 
yam, mellower in taste than its orange 
cousin, but sweeter. It is also different from 
taro, which is more common and easier to 
find. Ube has a more vibrant purple hue and 
is sweeter and richer in taste. The packaging 
indicates it is made with carabao milk with 
no artificial flavouring. Carabao is a water 

buffalo native to the Philippines. Its milk is 
highly sought after for sweets and cooking. ♦

Thank you for 
reading 

China Insight
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The Solidarity Street Gallery is most 
pleased to invite artists of all backgrounds 
to submit visual artworks to our one-of-a-
kind juried fine-art exhibition, to be held 
September 9 + 10, 2022. The exhibition 
will be part of Solidarity Street Gallery, 
an annual community-centered arts and 
cultural festival along Payne Ave, in St. 
Paul, MN. In its third year in 2022, the 
festival celebrates Southeast Asian cultures 
and history - and all the other diverse groups 
who call the Eastside of St. Paul their home. 
The aim is to bring together artists and the 
community for important exchanges about 
justice, equity, and resilience.

The exhibition theme is RESILIENT 
GENERATIONS, centered around our 
Southeast Asian communities – and other 
displaced groups. Visual artworks are being 
sought that reflect on immigrant experiences 
of being forced from a homeland, often under 
traumatic circumstances; rebuilding lives in 
a new diaspora home; and establishing a 
new identity while revitalizing culture, 
language, and history across generations. 
Artworks are also being solicited that 
honor other groups and individuals who 
have experienced trauma, and are adopting, 
healing, and rebuilding. Last but not least, 
artworks are being sought that salute the 
resilience of our entire community as we 

Call for artwork: "Resilient 
Generations"

emerge from the COVID pandemic and 
return to some form of normalcy.

Our call for artwork is open to artists 
of all backgrounds. Southeast Asian artists 
and other artists of color are especially 
encouraged to participate. Submitting work 
is free - there is no registration fee. Artists 
have the option of selling their work through 
an on-line gallery on the festival's website. 
Some limited stipends can possibly be 
made available, upon request, to help artists 
offset materials expenses or other artwork 
production cost they may incur.

The artworks will be displayed in 
the storefronts of 25-30 local businesses 
and galleries, creating a walkable “Street 
Gallery” spanning several city blocks. This 
unique format encourages artists to bring 
their work out from their studio, loft, or 
favorite gallery into the heart of an exciting 
and diverse community; share their vision 
and ideas with audiences who otherwise may 
not have the opportunity, means or mobility 
to experience high-quality art; and stand in 
solidarity with individuals and communities 
who demonstrate RESILIENCE every day.

The deadline for submissions is July 25. 
For more complete details, and to submit 
your work, please go to: 
https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_
unique_info.php?ID=10486. ♦

The Awakening of AAPI
By SK Lo, AAUC President

The stereo-typical Asian Americans are 
hardworking and mind their own business. 
They tend to bury their heads into their 
work and careers since sticking their heads 
up would invite trouble. However, the rise 
of Asia and the pandemic accompanied 
by the increase of anti-Asian hate crimes 
have awakened the AAPI communities. 
Asian Americans realize that they should 
no longer be powerless and suffer quietly. 
For the younger generations of AAPI, US is 
home and civic engagement is not an option 
anymore to take control of their lives. 

In the past few years there has been 
a significant rise of civic activism across 
many different social strata in the AAPI 
communities. From the various rallies 
around the anti-Asian hate in 2021 and 
the dramatic increase in AAPI voter 
participation in 2020 to the increase number 
of AAPIs running for and gaining seats in 

elected offices, many AAPIs are coming 
out in various ways to be civically engaged. 
We also witness many more AAPI civic 
organizations are formed in recent years 
reaching out to the AAPI communities. 
Social justice groups are gaining traction 
among prestigious university faculties 
to fight against racial profiling. Asian 
American Studies have been established in 
many university campuses and legislations 
are being proposed to incorporate that into 
the K-12 curriculum.

Needless to say, these are good signs 
for AAPI awakening to the reality that we 
all belong to this country. US is our home 
for generations to come. We need to build 
this country to be an open society with fair 
opportunities for all to thrive, serve and 
contribute. We also need to feel safe and 
protected while doing so. ♦

https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=10486
https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=10486
https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=10486
https://bit.ly/31RJVq9


July-August 2022 / PAGE 5 healthwww.chinainsight.info

VACCINES
PROTECT
PREGNANCY
AND PRIVACY - 
FIND OUT HOW

      innesota’s Latine communities have been on
the frontline of COVID-19 since the beginning.
Many work in essential jobs, including
agriculture, meatpacking, restaurants,
healthcare, and construction. Latine-owned
businesses that provide important services to
the community have also been hit hard by
lockdowns for over two years now.[1]

    hese essential jobs helped keep us all going
throughout the pandemic but also put workers
at high risk for COVID. Vaccines can help.

    he 2020 Census shows that 6.1% of
Minnesota’s population identifies as Latine and
has origins in many different places. Vaccines
are not new to Latine communities. Many
countries in Latin America have strong
vaccination programs against tuberculosis (TB),
polio, and other viruses.

      s of April 27, 2022, 72.9% of Hispanic people
in Minnesota had already taken the COVID
vaccine, says the Minnesota Department of
Health.[2] The high rate of vaccination has
helped reduce major illness and death. In April
2021, Hispanic individuals were 1.3 times more
likely to get infected, 3 times more likely to be
hospitalized, and 2 times more likely to die
from COVID than non-Hispanic white people.
[3] Data from April 2022 shows that fewer
people are now suffering thanks to vaccines.[4]

Page 1

Developed jointly by Asian Media Access,
Chinese American Chamber of Commerce –
MN and Spitfire

PROJECT HEALINGS 
COVID-19 SERIES - ARTICLE #3
Interviews with Dr. Rodolfo Gutierrez
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Vaccines protect pregnancy 
and privacy - find out how
Developed by Asian Media Access, Chinese American Chamber of Commerce 
– MN, and Spitfire

Minnesota’s minority communities 
have been on the frontline of COVID-19 
since the beginning. Many work in essential 
jobs, including agriculture, meatpacking, 
restaurants, healthcare, and construction. 
Minority-owned businesses that provide 
important services to the community have 
also been hit hard by lockdowns for over 
two years now.1

These essential jobs helped keep us all 
going throughout the pandemic but also put 
workers at high risk for COVID. Vaccines 
can help.

The 2020 Census shows that 6.1% of 
Minnesota’s population identifies as Latine 
and has origins in many different places. 
Vaccines are not new to Latine commu-
nities. Many countries in Latin America 
have strong vaccination programs against 
tuberculosis (TB), polio, and other viruses.

As of April 27, 2022, 72.9% of Hispanic 
people in Minnesota had already taken the 
COVID vaccine, says the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health.2  The high rate of vaccina-
tion has helped reduce major illness and 
death. In April 2021, Hispanic individuals 
were 1.3 times more likely to get infected, 
3 times more likely to be hospitalized, and 
2 times more likely to die from COVID 
than non-Hispanic white people.3 Data from 
April 2022 shows that fewer people are now 
suffering thanks to vaccines.4

Protecting family and 
pregnancy

Families are the core of Latine com-
munities. Families are a strong source of 
support, health advice, and care. Because 
COVID-19 spreads easily, individual health 
decisions have a big impact on the whole 
family. As families grow, it is important to 
think about ways to keep everyone safe.

This is especially true for pregnant 
women and babies. When pregnant, the 
baby's health is often the top priority. It is 
natural to be worried about what you put in 
your body during pregnancy and have ques-
tions about the COVID vaccine. 

The vaccine helps keep pregnant moth-
ers and babies healthy. Research shows 
the vaccine is safe. Vaccines do not harm a 
woman’s ability to have children or cause 
problems during pregnancy. Pregnant 
women are at higher risk for hospitalization 
and death from COVID-19. The virus also 
increases the risk of stillbirth and premature 
birth. The vaccine can help prevent these 
dangers.

Rodolfo Gutierrez, a Minnesotan and the 
Executive Director of the HACER research 
group, adds, “Research shows that babies 
are even vaccinated themselves through 
their mothers during pregnancy.”  One 
study from the American Medical Associa-
tion found that when pregnant women get 
vaccinated, they pass on some immunity 
to babies in their womb, protecting them 
from illness for a period of time after they 
are born.5 Other data shows that getting 
fully vaccinated during pregnancy can help 
stop infants from being hospitalized with 

COVID.6

Vaccine safety and privacy
The technology used in the vaccine was 

researched for decades before COVID-19 
even came around. Plus, the vaccines have 
already been used for over a year. Since vac-
cines were approved in late 2020, authorities 
have gathered more data and continued to 
monitor vaccine safety. This research con-
firms that vaccines are safe and effective. 

Vaccines stop people from getting seri-
ously ill and needing to go to the hospital 
about 90% of the time. The vaccine’s protec-
tion lasts many months. Vaccines also help 
people who have already gotten COVID to 
avoid getting very sick again.7

The state of Minnesota supports ev-
eryone’s right to get vaccinated and be 
protected from COVID-19. You do not 
need insurance or any documentation to 
get vaccines.

Gutierrez remembers, “Early on, there 
were some cases where pharmacists asked 
for IDs to register patients and search for 
insurance. This had a negative impact on 
our community because some people were 
rejected from getting the vaccine. But the 
state intervened to remind vaccine distribu-
tors that they cannot turn people away.”

Authorities have worked to make sure 
everyone can get vaccinated with or with-
out documentation, and pharmacies have 
changed their practices so they do not ask 
for IDs. 

The vaccination system also has security 
measures that protect your privacy. Vaccine 
information can only be used for general 
public health data. Immigration authorities 
cannot access vaccine information or go 
near vaccination or testing sites.

Care in your language and 
community

It can be difficult to find health infor-
mation in Spanish and other indigenous 
languages of Latin America. So, Latine 
communities are organizing to help each 
other access the care they need. Organiza-
tions like Project HEALINGS, HACER, 
and local news programs are working to 
share COVID resources in Spanish. This is 
helpful to Spanish-speaking people living in 
Minnesota, including migrant workers who 
traveled here to help with worker shortages.

COVID-19 has made the last two years 
scary and overwhelming. But you can take 
control of your health and protect your com-
munity by learning more about the vaccine. 
Doctors and nurses are ready to answer your 
questions and ease your worries. So, keep 
asking questions and talking with family 
members and friends about their vaccine ex-
perience. That will help you decide whether 
vaccines are right for you and your family. 
For more information, visit projecthealings.
info. ♦
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or Natural Infection. JAMA, 327(11), 1087–1089.
6. Halasa NB, Olson SM, Staat MA, et al. 
Effectiveness of Maternal Vaccination with 
mRNA COVID-19 Vaccine During Pregnancy 
Against COVID-19–Associated Hospitalization 
in Infants Aged <6 Months — 17 States, July 
2021–January 2022. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly 
Rep 2022;71:264–270. 
7. Kimberlee, D. K. D.. (2022, March 31). CO-
VID-19 vaccines reduce hospitalization, death 
in people with prior infection, study finds. News 
Center.

From AMA: We are trying to SERVE Asians, but not let them feel being TARGETED 
all the time.  So we have decided to feature all different vaccination hesitancies among 
all BIPOC members throughout our series (which would share the similar concerns 
among Asians), and using Asian photos to make the link, but don't want every issue 
targeting Asians.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JjVYzvS2MjHbGkmcfhqr2qX-hqn9iDNQ/view
https://mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/data/index.jsp
https://mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/data/index.jsp
https://blog.bluecrossmn.com/our-communities/racial-inequities-faced-by-mn-latino-community-during-covid-19-pandemic-highlight-urgency-for-structural-changes/
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/stats/covidweekly1722.pdf
https://hacer-mn.org/staff
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2788986
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7107e3.htm?s_cid=mm7107e3_w
https://uncnews.unc.edu/2022/01/12/study-shows-covid-19-vaccines-offer-lasting-protection/
https://med.stanford.edu/news/all-news/2022/03/covid-19-vaccines-prior-infection.html
https://www.nilc.org/2021/04/12/immigrant-access-to-the-covid-19-vaccines/
https://www.nilc.org/2021/04/12/immigrant-access-to-the-covid-19-vaccines/
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2021/02/01/dhs-statement-equal-access-covid-19-vaccines-and-vaccine-distribution-sites
https://projecthealings.info/community-resources-spanish/
https://hacer-mn.org/es/covid-19-espanol
https://www.pbs.org/video/trusted-messenger-wakrty/
https://projecthealings.info/community-resources-spanish/
https://projecthealings.info/community-resources-spanish/
https://forms.gle/j3LL46pwRomnJgRS7
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Chinese Language Corner (漢語角)
Around the dinner table at a restaurant
By Pat Welsh | contributor

This lesson focuses on simple sentences heard around the dinner table at a restaurant.

English

restaurant

menu

Mandarin Classifier*

jiā

1. Nín and nín-men are polite variations of Mandarin pronouns for ‘you’ and “you 
all’(‘nĭ’ and nĭ-men’)
2. Yes-no questions can be asked by giving
  a) a ‘verb-not-verb’ structure.  
  b) adding “ma” to a declarative sentence when a “yes” or “no” answer is expected.
  c) adding “ne” to a sentence asking “who”, “what”, “where”, “when” or “why” type 
sentence.

Hi!  (said by a waiter.) Nín lái-le.  You – have come.  

English Mandarin PinyinLiteral Translation

How many are you? Nín-men1 shì jĭ-ge rén?How many are you?
Four people. Sì-ge rén.Four-classifier people

Here are some menus. Zhè-li yŏu yì-xiē cài-dān.Here – have – some-menus.

There are empty seats over 
there.

Nèi-bianr yŏu kòng zuòr.That-side have empty seats.

Do you want something to 
drink? (suggesting alcohol)

Nín yào buyào2 hē jiŭ?You want not want drink 
wine (alcoholic drink)?

What kind of drinks do you 
have?

Dōu yŏu shénme jiŭ?All – have – what – wine?

Please bring a menu for us 
to look at.

Qĭng bă cài-dān ná-gĕi wŏ-
men kàn-kan.

Please - take – menu – give 
- us - look at.

meat

English

vegetable

fruit  

lunch
breakfast

ròu 

Mandarin

shū-cài

shuĭ-guŏ 

wŭ-fàn
zăo-fàn

Sounds almost like ‘row’.  Ròu is often used when one 
means ‘pork’.

Notes

Sounds like ‘shoe-tsigh’.
Sounds almost like ‘shrway-gwoh’.  (tongue curled back 
give ‘r’ sound.

Sounds like ‘woo-faan’.
Sounds almost like ‘tzaa-oo – faan’.

supper

beef
dim sum

wăn-fàn

niú-ròu
diăn xīn

Sounds like ‘waan-faan’.

Sounds almost like ‘nyew-row’
Sounds almost like ‘dee-ehn – sheen’.

chicken

fast food
onion

jī-ròu

kuài-cān
cōng

Sounds almost like ‘jee-row’.

Sounds like ‘kwigh-tsaan’
Sounds like ‘tsoong’.

Using numbers: 5 = your normal high 4 = mid-high 3 = your normal mid pitch
2 = mid low pitch 1 = your normal low pitch

Tones

Description Notes
High level pitch (55)
Mid-Rising Tone (35)
Dipping (213) 
High falling pitch (51) 
An unstressed neutral tone. Fol-
lowing other syllables, syllables 
in this tone tend to be somewhat 
lower that of the previous syl-
lable. The lone exception is 
when it occurs after tone ă when 
the neutral tone is often slightly 
higher in pitch.

Regarding tone ă 
• when occurring directly before another 
dipping tone, tone ă changes tone á. 
Thus “hĕn hăo” (very good) changes to 
“hén hăo” 
• occurring directly before any other tone, 
Tone ă will change to a mid-falling tone

Regarding tone à
When occurring before another à tone, 
the first tone à reduces its fall to 53 or 54 

About Pat Welsh

In 2009 while teaching English at Sichuan University, Welsh was asked to give a speech 
where he was introduced to the audience as a “pioneer of Chinese American relations” as a 
result of his cooperative work in international banking during the Deng Xiaoping era. For 
more than 65 years, Welsh has been learning Chinese and has used this knowledge both pro-
fessionally and personally to enhance his understanding of Chinese and Asian affairs. He uses 
Beijing Mandarin most frequently when meeting with senior Chinese government officials when 
conducting business in China.

For 17 years, Welsh taught Chinese, German and Spanish in two local high schools. Now 
fully retired, he currently resides in Georgia where he used to lecture on China to a number of 
classes at Dunwoody High School.

Tone
ā
á
ă
à
a

In my next offering, we will talk about what people are doing. ♦

This system follows Chinese Pinyin with the exception that the letter “u” has two 
pronunciations. Sometimes it has the value of ü (“ee” as in ‘see’ with rounded lips). At 
those times we use the symbol “ü” instead of Pinyin “u.” In making this sound, it is most 
important that the vowel more resembles an “ee” sound as in “see” and definitely does not 
sound like a “oo” sound as in “moon”.

The ‘a’ in these syllables sounds like the ‘a’ in “father”.
Sounds like the ‘igh’ in “high”.
Sounds like the “ow” in “cow”.
ts’oong (the ts is aspirated - a slight breath of air follows the ts sound.)
Here the “e” sounds much like the “a” in “above” or the “u” in “under”.
Sounds like the “ay” in “say” or “day”.
Sounds like the “un” in “fun” or the “ung” in “lung”.
Sounds like “ee-ehn” or “yen” (Here “ehn” and “en” almost sounds like the 
word “yen”.)
Sounds like “ye” in “yet”.
The ‘e’ sounds like the ‘u’ in ‘fun’.
This is a nasal ‘r’ sound; yì-diănr sounds almost like yeè-dyăir.̃
The “o” here sounds much like the “oo” in “ooze” or “spoon”.
Sounds like the “ou” in “dote”
Sounds “tchee-ehn” (ehn rhymes with “hen”)
Sounds like “chee” in “cheese”.
Sounds like “chee” in “cheese” but uttered with rounded lips.
Sounds almost like the “shir” in “shirt”. The tongue is retracted and lightly 
curled.
Sounds somewhat like sz, the vowel is short, it is between “i” in “it” and “u” 
in “mut”.
Sounds much like the “ee” in “see” but the vowel must be uttered with rounded 
lips.
Sounds almost like the English word “way”.
Sounds like a weak “sh”; xing sounds like “sheeng”.
Sounds somewhat like the “yo” in “yodel”.
Sounds like a “tz” without any aspiration. Pronouncing this as ‘dz’ betrays 
American accent which will still be understood by the listener.
Unaspirated tz, the vowel ‘i’ is short, it is between “i” in “it” and “u” in “mut”.
This is an unaspirated “ch” with the tongue retracted and lightly curled. For 
example “zhong” almost sounds like “droong” and “zhu” sound almost like 
“drew”.
Sounds almost like “djir”. It sounds much like the “jer” in “jerk”.

a, an, ang
ai
ao

cong
de, ke

ei
en, eng

ian

ie
le

-nr
ong
ou

qian
qi
qü
shi

si

ü

ui
x

you
z

zi
zh

zhi

Pronunciation reminders

how much/many?

there, that side
vacant, empty
some, several

wine

beer

fàn-guănr

cài-dān
jĭ-ge

nèi-bianr
kòng
yì-xiē

jiŭ

pí-jiŭ

ge

píng (bottle of)
bēi (glass of)

bēi (glass of)
guàn (can of)

Notes

Fàn-guănr sounds like a nasal 
faahn-gwar.
Cài-dan sounds like tsigh-daahn.
-ge sounds like the ‘gu’ in ‘gut’.
(jee-guh)
-bianr sounds like ‘nay-byair’.
Sounds like ‘koong’.
Sounds like ‘ee-shyeh’.

In some circumstances, jiŭ just 
means ‘any alcoholic drink’.  Sounds 
like ‘jyoh’.

Sounds almost like ‘pee-jyoh’.

Roast duck

English

Boiled mutton
A bottle of beer

Baobing pancake
A bottle of wine

kăo-yā, Bĕijīng kăo-yā

Mandarin

shuàn-yáng-ròu
yì-píng píjiŭ

báo-bĭng
yì-píng jiŭ

a Beijing specialty dish.

Notes

a Beijing specialty dish.

A thin pancake served with duck.
Soya bean paste

Crispy fried chicken
Crispy fried duck

shí-jĭn-jiàng  

xiāng-sū jī 
xiāng-sū yā

A sauce served with the pancake.

Kungpao chicken

Sweet-sour chicken
Sweet-sour pork

gōng-băo jī-dìng

gŭ-lăo jī
gŭ-lăo ròu

Red-cooked meat Hóng-shāo ròu
Sweet-sour spare ribs Táng-cù pái-gŭ Sounds like ‘taang-tsoo pie-goo’.
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The iconic Jumbo went under, but still afloat
By Elaine Dunn | July 2022

Another iconic Hong Kong tourist 
attraction has met its demise last month. 

Designed to resemble a resplendent 
Chinese imperial palace, the Jumbo Floating 
Restaurant was opened in 1976 by the Macau 
casino tycoon Stanley Ho at a cost close to 
US$4 million. In its heyday, celebrities and 
royalties the likes of David Bowie, Tom 
Cruise, Richard Branson, U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter and U.K.’s Queen Elizabeth 
II were entertained there. It had appeared 
in movies such as Bruce Lee’s “Enter the 
Dragon,” Jackie Chan’s “Contagion,” and 
“James Bond: The Man with the Golden 
Gun.” At 45,000 square feet, it could 
accommodate up to 2,300 diners at the same 
time and, more than 30 million guests had 
eaten authentic Cantonese cuisine there. 

Aberdeen Restaurant Enterprises (ARE), 
Jumbo’s owners, had announced plans in 
May to tow it to a “lower cost” site from 
its mooring of nearly half a century, the 
Aberdeen typhoon shelter, to the south of 
Hong Kong Island where maintenance work 
could be carried out. 

Prior to its departure, the vessel was 
thoroughly inspected by marine engineers 
and all relevant approvals were obtained. 
However, the approximately 260-foot, 
three-story structure “sank/capsized” on 
June 19 in the South China Sea, off Xisha 
(aka Paracel) Islands.

The Jumbo was towed out of Aberdeen 
Harbour June 14 to an undisclosed (by 
its owners) destination, which, according 
to documents released by the Marine 
Department later, turned out to be Cambodia.

 

First reports indicated that the towing 
operation “encountered adverse conditions” 
and the floating restaurant began to take on 
water, then capsized and sank. “The water 
depth at the scene is over 1,000 meters, 
making it extremely difficult to carry out 
salvage works,” the owners reported. 
Speculation arose almost immediately 
whether the financially struggling restaurant 
actually sank while being towed.

Questions ensued as the HK Marine 
Department said it only learned of the 
incident from media reports and had to 
request an incident report from the company, 

which may land the 
company in legal waters 
as it failed to notify the 
Marine Department of the 
sinking incident within 24 
hours. When contacted 
by a journalist from 
Agence France-Presse, 
a company spokesperson 
reiterated the Jumbo had 
“capsized, not sank,” but 
would not explain why 
the company statement 
had mentioned the depth 
of the water for salvage 

work.  South China Morning Post 
encountered the same responses from the 
company. Adding to this mystery was 
Jumbo’s kitchen barge ˗ it sank on May 31, 
two days after the owners announced Jumbo 
would be towed out of Hong Kong. The 
sinking of the kitchen barge was attributed 
to “lack of maintenance.” 

According to the Marine Department, 
the tugboat towing Jumbo had an earlier 
“incident.” In December 2021, while towing 
a vessel from Hong Kong to South Korea, 
the towline snapped and the towed vessel 
eventually sank. 

Jumbo’s PR firm could offer no photos 
or information on whether Jumbo was still 
salvageable. International media all initially 
reported the restaurant had “sunk,” which 
ARE and its PR firm did not correct them. 
Its PR firm did not respond to emails for 
clarification.

HK cable TV reported on June 24 the 
tugboat company revealed six of Jumbo’s 
eight buoyancy chambers are still intact, 
but salvaging is “completely impossible” 
because of insurance problems. So ARE 
and its insurance company are arranging 
for divers to destroy the remaining, still-
functioning buoyancy chambers so the 
Jumbo Restaurant can sink to the bottom 
of the South China Sea. The tugboat contact 
further revealed that “going out on the 
high seas by tugboat was at the request” of 
Jumbo’s owners.

The Jumbo Kingdom (Jumbo and the 
smaller Tai Pak) had been closed and all 
its staff laid off since March 2020 because 
of the pandemic. It never reopened. Its 
tow-away date was conveniently scheduled 
slightly ahead of its license expiration date 
in June. And, according to its operator, 
it had not been profitable since 2013. In 
fact, losses exceeding US$13 million had 
been accumulating. The pandemic was the 
straw that broke the camel’s back. Dozens 
of businesses and organizations, according 
to someone close to its operations, had 
been contacted, and declined, to take over. 
At one point, its owners were said to have 
offered to donate it to Ocean Park, a local 
theme park. The park also declined the offer 
citing failure to find a suitable operator for 
the facility.

Is the capsizing of the Jumbo Floating 
Restaurant a string of unfortunate 
coincidences or is there something more 
sinister? There are plenty of online 
comments questioning the situation. Time 
will tell.

A little bit of nostalgia
Before Jumbo, there was the Tai Pak. 

There were two Tai Paks, actually. The 
original one was located in Aberdeen, 
according to Wikipedia, and the second 
one, Castle Peak Bay in the New Territories. 

Supposedly, both operated from the 1950s. 
An old Hong Kong hand said the Castle 
Peak Bay one was sold and relocated to 
Guangxi Province in the 1980s. 

 However, the Aberdeen Tai Pak that 
was moored next to the Jumbo and had been 
operating as part of the Jumbo Kingdom. As 
the photos, show, the Castle Peak Bay and 
Aberdeen one look quite different. Sadly, 
the Aberdeen one had lost all its luster with 
recent years of neglect. It is the only Jumbo 
Kingdom structure left floating upright at 
present. If any reader knows the story behind 
the Tai Pak(s), Aberdeen or Castle Peak, 
please email me!

Of course, one can eat all sorts of seafood 
dishes at the Jumbo. But one eccentric one 
is the Flamed Drunken Shrimp: prepared 
tableside, live shrimps are doused with 
vodka; they begin jumping and dancing 
around! At that point, they are flambéed and 
served! Must have unnerved quite a number 
of lǎowàis (foreigners)!

 But before you can eat, you have to 
get to the floating restaurant, which is in 
Aberdeen Harbour. So you wait at the fancy 
pontoon dock and catch a free ferry ride 
over, compliments of the Jumbo Kingdom.

Pilot ship at the bow and flotilla of escort 
tugs, Jumbo Floating Restaurant officially 
left Aberdeen Harbour around 12:30 p.m., 
June 14.

The Tai Pak at Castle Peak Bay, 1972

Doesn’t look too bad from this angle …

but looks quite dilapidated from this angle

Once there, guests can pick out their 
own seafood from an aquarium-like barge 
with holding tanks of more than 60 types of 
fresh seafood.

There is also a “gold throne” in the 
dining room where guests can don a 
traditional Chinese costume and sit on the 
“throne” to have a picture taken. For a fee, 
of course!

Then and now
In 2003, the Jumbo Floating Restaurant 

underwent major renovations to the tune 
of US$4.5 million. As the South China 
Morning Post put it in 2017, “it transformed 
the restaurants into a complex with shops, 
bars, specialty food stalls and a fishing 
village museum.” That was the birth of the  
Jumbo Kingdom

To lose one of its star tourist attractions 
would be hard for any city. But for Hong 
Kong, given the tightening grip of Beijing, 
expats and locals leaving the city in droves, 
not to mention the pandemic’s impact 
on its tourism industry and economy, all 
contributing to a not-so-rosy financial 
outlook. The way the Jumbo Floating 
Restaurant met its end may give pause to 
using the term “going under!” ♦

Dock on right, ferry to its left

Fresh shrimp, crab, lobster, geoduck and 
more varieties of fish than most people 
know are available for guests to select for 
their meals

Jumbo Kingdom in its glory days, circa 2008. 
Jumbo on the left, Tai Pak on the right.

Jumbled kingdom in June 2022: capsized 
kitchen on left, soon-to-be sunk Jumbo in 
middle, dilapidated Tai Pak on right.  What 
a sorry sight!



PAGE 8 / July-August 2022 community www.chinainsight.info

The 2021-2022 Chinese American Association of 
Minnesota - Stanley Chong Scholarship Award Ceremony 
held in Central Park, Roseville 
By Zan Gao | Photos by Simon Li and Kevin Ren

Chinese American Association of 
Minnesota (CAAM) is the oldest and 
largest Chinese American community 
organization in Minnesota. On June 5, 2022, 
the CAAM held its 2021-2022 Stanley 
Chong Scholarship Award Ceremony at 
Central Park in Roseville City, Minnesota. 
This was the first time since the COVID-19 
outbreak that the CAAM held a major event 
in the relatively safe outdoors.

 The event was held at the Jaycees 
Pavilion in Lakeside Central Park with lush 
green grass and trees. Around five o'clock, 
approximately 100 Chinese compatriots 
from the Twin Cities area, the CAAM current 
and past board members and presidents, 
Chinese Dance Theater (CDT) and Twin 
Cities Chinese Language School(TCCLS) 
leaders, and award-winning students and 
their families had flocked to the ceremony. 
The atmosphere was lively and warm as 
new and old friends got together, and the 
dinner party at the awards ceremony was 
also special. Under the careful arrangement 
of the CAAM board, the SUMO Grill & 
Buffet restaurant served a large amount of 
exquisite Chinese food, including but were 
not limited to: Salt and Pepper Shrimp, 
Seafood Platter, Curry Chicken, Fried 
Chicken Wings, Beef and Broccoli, Shrimp 
Chow Mein, Seasonal Beans with Oil, and 
other delicacies, together with pastries and 
watermelon prepared by the CAAM board, 
making the party just like a dinner feast 
combining East and West (Figure 1).

 One of the highlights of the event was 
the birthday celebration prepared by the 
CAAM board quietly upon learning that the 
special guest, the former president KaiMay 
Yeun Terry, who has made significant 
contributions to the development of the 
CAAM, had just turned 82 years old on June 
4. Ms. Yeun was overjoyed by the greeting 
cards signed by the eight CAAM board 
members, the birthday cake, the flower 
arrangement and the "Happy Birthday" 
song sung by the whole audience (Figures 
2 and 3).

After the meal, President Ping Wang 
warmly welcomed the guests and friends 

on behalf of the CAAM, and introduced this 
year's CAAM board members, including 
Vice President Guoqin Li, Secretary General 
Zan Gao, Treasurer Lin Shu, board members 
Yanhua Wu, Gang Ji, Qiang Fang, Shi Peng, 
and Li Tang, who was unable to attend this 
year due to an absence (Figure 4).

After that, he briefly introduced the 
history of the CAAM and its branches, 
China Dance Theater and Twin Cities 

Chinese Language School, using two 
rhetorical questions. President Wang said 
that the CAAM’s mission is to provide 
cultural, educational, recreational, and 
other programs to promote the cultural 
heritage and enhance the quality of life of 
Chinese Americans in Minnesota. In the 
past few years, CAAM has organized many 
cultural exchange activities (e.g., online 
seminars, etc.) and has joined with other 
local Chinese community organizations in 
hosting large events such as Chinese New 
Year and Mid-Autumn Festival celebrations 
in various ways. Although the CAAM has 
not participated in the Minnesota Festival of 
Nations for three years due to the pandemic, 
it has continued to provide a free pre-
Thanksgiving lunch to about 300 homeless 
people in the St. Paul area every year. In 
addition, the CAAM provides the CAAM-
Stanley Chong scholarships to Chinese high 
school seniors in Minnesota each year.

Afterwards, President Wang invited 
Yanhua Wu and Gang Ji, the representatives 
of the two branches of the Chinese Dance 
Theater and the Twin Cities Chinese 
Language School on the CAAM Board, as 
well as Beatrice Rothweiler and Fangqian 
Lin, the leader of each branch and their 
teams (teachers), to speak on stage and 
introduced their respective organizations 
(Figure 5 & 6).

 Then, President Wang introduced 
several veterans who had served as the 
President of the CAAM in this celebration: 
Mr. Ken Lau (1975), Ms. KaiMay Yeun 
Terry (1999-2000) and Mr. Bingwen Yan 
(2016-2018). Mr. Ken Lau recalled his early 
years in the Fellowship and the influence of 
Mr. Stanley Chong on him. He recognized 
the excellent work of the current Board of 
Directors and sent his best wishes (Figure 7).

Ms. KaiMay Yuan Terry, former 
President of CAAM (1999), also gave 
a very informative presentation on Mr. 
Stanley Chong and his will to establish the 
scholarship (Figure 8).

It should be noted that three other 
CAAM past presidents, Charles Lee (1982) 
and Stone Yu (1992), Mingjen Chen (2005-
2006, 2009-2015), as well as Stanley Chong 
Foundation President Thomas Ratelle, who 
were unable to attend the ceremony in 

person, also sent their best wishes for the 
ceremony.

Mr. Ping Wang and Mr. Zan Gao, 
Secretary General, officiated the award 
ceremony of this year's Stanley Chong 
Scholarship. After a rigorous selection 
process, a total of 10 outstanding seniors 
from eight high schools in Minnesota who 
have demonstrated outstanding academic 
achievement, leadership and community 
service received the scholarships this year. 
During the awarding process, President 
Wang, as always, played his warm and 
humorous character and introduced the 
respective achievements and characteristics 
of the winners one by one, which greatly 
enlivened the atmosphere (Figure 9).

After the award ceremony, Xiaoxin 
Zeng, last year's scholarship winner from 
Harvard University, delivered a speech first, 
introducing her one-year study and living 
experience at Harvard, which was well 
received by everyone (Figure 10).

 This year's winners, Zhou Benson from 
Minnetonka High School, Kevin Dai from 
Wayzata High School and Chris Yan from 
Mounds View High School, spoke on behalf 
of the winners and expressed their gratitude 
and ambition (Figures 11-13). 

Continued on page 9

Figure 1: A sumptuous dinner

Figure 2: The smiling birthday lady, KaiMay 
Yeun Terry

Figure 3: Traditionally, the first cut of the cake 
must be made by the birthday lady.

Figure 4: CAAM board members present

Figure 5: Beatrice Rothweiler, Director of 
CAAM Chinese Dance Theater (CDT), 
introduced the CDT team members and the 
schedule of activities to celebrate its 30th 
anniversary.

Figure 6: CAAM Twin Cities Chinese 
Language School (TCCLS) Principal 
FangQian Lin introduced the recent 
development and school planning of TCCLS

Figure 7: Ken Lau reminisced about his 
experience and feelings when he served the 
CAAM with Mr. Stanley Chong.

Figure 8: KaiMay Yeun Terry introduced 
the initial decision of Mr. Stanley Chong to 
establish the scholarship.

Figure 9: President Ping Wang (left) and 
Secretary General Mr. Zan Gao (right) co-
chairing the award ceremony

Figure 10: Xiaoxin Zeng speaking
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The highlight of the celebration was the 
talent show by the volunteers and award 
winners! Steven Yang, a favorite student of 
Twin Cities soprano Ms. Xu Qian, began the 
show with a melodic rendition of My Way 
(Frank Sinatra) that drew much applause for 
his majestic voice and calm, atmospheric 
singing (Figure 14-15).

Next up was a solo dance by this year's 
winner, Julianna Mason, entitled "CiZen 
Ram". She was seen dancing lightly and 
floating up and down like a butterfly in a 
flower bush, ending her performance in a 
relaxed and joyful atmosphere (Figure 16).

CAAM Stanley Chong 
Scholarship Award 
Ceremony
Continued from page 8

The last grand finale was the Erhu 
performance, and this year's winner, Kaelyn 
Chen, who was so generous, sat at the front 
of the stage and first played the famous song 
" A ditty from Henan", a bright, witty, lively 
and cheerful piece of music that resonated 
through the corner of the park like the sound 
of heaven. She then played the song "Horse 
Racing", which made the audience feel the 
scene and momentum of ten thousand horses 
galloping on the prairie. The beautiful and 
cheerful melody made everyone feel as if 
they were there, and even after listening to 
it, they felt the aftertaste and long aftertaste 
(Figure 18).

After the performance, Mr. Gao Zan, 
Secretary General of the CAAM, gave a 
closing speech on behalf of the CAAM 
Board, thanking the Stanley Chong 
Foundation and the attendees for their 
generous support of the celebration, and 
sending good wishes to the scholarship 
recipients.

How time flied! It was already 8:00 p.m. 
until everyone realized it. Simon Li, the 
invited photographer, rushed to take a group 
photo of the scholarship recipients and the 
large group. As they left, smiles were on 
everyone's face.

CAAM provides CAAM-Stanley 
Chong scholarships for undergraduate 
study and life for senior Chinese high 
school students (US citizens or green card 
holders) in Minnesota, USA. The foundation 
established in the name of the second 
chairman of the CAAM, Mingzhou famous 
Chinese entrepreneur Mr. Stanley Chong 

and his wife Marvel Chong has always been 
the most generous main supporter of this 

scholarship. According to Chairman Wang 
Ping, since 2018, the CAAM has provided 
more than $240,000 in scholarships to more 
than 70 Mingzhou Chinese students. This 
move has been widely supported and praised 
by the Mingzhou Chinese community. 
This scholarship pays special attention to 
applicants and their parents participating 
in various activities organized by the 
CAAM (such as the Festival of Nations) 
and community volunteer services, as 

well as applicants attending CAAM CDT 
(Chinese Dance Theater Chinese Dance 
School) and CAAM Experience of CLS 
(Chinese Language School, Shuangcheng 
Chinese School).

In the past four years, the review 
committee has been following open and 
transparent application procedures and 
policies to ensure fair and impartial review 
among all applicants, and the requirements 
for  completeness  and compliance 
of application materials have become 
increasingly stringent (https://www. caam.
org/scholarships/). This year the scholarship 
review committee finally selected the 
following 10 outstanding winners: Julianne 
Mason, Cretin-Derham Hall High School, 
Charlie Chen, Roseville Area High School, 
Kaelyn Chen, Mahtomedi Senior High 
School, Ava Chen, Minnetonka High 
School, Kevin Dai, Wayzata High School, 
Shi-Wei Kong, Maple Grove Senior High 
School, Chris Yan, Mounds View High 
School, Zhou Benson, Minnetonka High 
School, Anna Wang, Edina High School, 
and William Walker, Minnetonka High 
School. ♦

Figure 13: Chris Yan speaking

Figure 11: Zhou Benson, who was adopted 
by American parents from Guangxi at the 
age of two and a half, speaking

Figure 12: Kevin Dai speaking

Figure 14: The guest young singer, Steven 
Yang, is singing

Figure 16: Julianna Mason performing dance

Figure 17: CDT teachers and leaders 
watching the performance

Figure 18: Kaelyn Chen playing Erhu

Figure 19: Happy scholarship recipients 
and parents

 Figure 20: Group photo of 2021-2022 CAMM - Stanley Chong Scholarship Awardees, from 
the left to the right: Ava Chen, Anna Wang, Zhou Benson, Julianne Mason, Kaelyn Chen, 
William Walker, Chris Yan, Kevin Dai, Charlie Chen, Shi-Wei Kong. 

https://www.wellsfargo.com/locator/
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“Beethoven in Beijing: Stories from the Philadelphia 
Orchestra’s Historic Journey to China” by Jennifer Lin
Reviewed by Susan Blumberg Kason | Asian Review of Books | June 18, 2022

Authors: Jennifer Lin
Publisher: Temple University Press
Publication date: May 2022
Hardcover: 172 pages

Jennifer Lin is an award-winning journalist, author and documentary 
filmmaker.  She created and codirected the feature-length documentary 
“Beethoven in Beijing,” which premiered on PBS’s Great Performances 
in 2021. For 31 years, Lin worked at the Philadelphia Inquirer as a 
reporter, including posts as a foreign correspondent in China, a financial 
correspondent on Wall Street, and a national correspondent in Washington, 
D.C. She is the author of “Shanghai Faithful: Betrayal and Forgiveness 
in a Chinese Christian Family” and coauthor of “Sole Sisters: Stories of 
Women and Running.”

In the early 1970s, sports may have 
sparked a thaw in Sino-US relations, but it 
was classical music that had more lasting 
influence and would bring Chinese and 
American musicians together for the first 
time in the People’s Republic.  In 1973, Zhou 
Enlai invited the Philadelphia Orchestra to 
perform in Beijing and Shanghai, thus 
becoming the first American symphony to 
play in China in a quarter of a century.  At 
the time of Zhou’s invitation, the US table 
tennis team had already made the term 
“ping pong diplomacy” a household name 
and Nixon had already made his secret trip 
to China.  As Jennifer Lin writes in her 
new book, “Beethoven in Beijing: Stories 
from the Philadelphia Orchestra’s Historic 
Journey to China,” this trip not only marked 
a turning point in Sino-American relations, 
but also helped set the future direction of 
classical music in China and around the 
world.

Lin tells this story in a coffee-table 
book format, filled with photos from the 
Orchestra’s 1973 trip to China.  Most of 
the story is told through interviews with 

musicians, journalists, and diplomats taken 
from her 2021 documentary film, “Great 
Performances: Beethoven in Beijing.”  
Scattered throughout the book are sidebars 
that delve further into the subject matter of 
a given chapter.

It was no small feat to travel to China 
in 1973 to play classical music.  First, 
China was still in the midst of the Cultural 
Revolution and classical music from the 
west had gone through ups and downs since 
the 1950s.  Second, in 1973, Zhou Enlai 
was engaged in a contentious rivalry with 
Jiang Qing, or Madame Mao as she was 
known in English.  A year earlier Zhou had 
invited the London Philharmonic and the 
Vienna Philharmonic to perform in China, 
but inviting the American symphony would 
show how much Zhou wanted to improve 
relations with the United States.

From the perspective of nearly 
a half century later, what transpired 
next looms as a watershed event 
in the cultural histories of the two 
nations and in the personal lives of 
the people involved.  Our present-

day cynicism inclines us to reject 
the sentimental notion of music 
as a bridge between people, of art 
and culture as diplomacy.  But at 
that time, the propaganda-fueled 
suspicion and wariness between the 
nations was undeniable — as was 
the mutual goodwill of those who 
performed and connected during the 
trip, however briefly.
Zhou Enlai’s pick of the Philadelphia 

Orchestra was not arbitrary.  He knew of 
and appreciated the Orchestra’s support, 
including that of its new co-conductor 
Eugene Ormandy back in 1940 when they 
performed to raise money for China’s 
Eighth Route Army.  In 1973, Ormandy 
was still conducting with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra.  Zhou Enlai felt it would be fitting 
for the Orchestra and Ormandy to make this 
historic trip.

The flight itself was not easy.  The 
musicians flew on a Pan Am charter from 
Philadelphia to San Francisco, Honolulu, 
Tokyo, and finally Shanghai before heading 
on to Beijing.  The pilots had never flown 
to China and with neither experience nor 
much in the way of information didn’t know 
what to expect upon landing in Shanghai 
and had trouble at first navigating the 
runway.  Once in Beijing, Chinese officials 
told the Philadelphia Orchestra it must play 
Beethoven’s Sixth Symphony.  Ormandy at 
first refused, claiming he couldn’t conduct it 
since he had not brought the scores along to 
China.  He wished to play other pieces, but 
their Chinese hosts easily found the scores.  
According to Francis Tenny at the US State 
Department, Jiang Qing was the one who 
insisted Beethoven’s Sixth be a part of the 
Orchestra’s program.

She had, after all, been a film 
actress in Shanghai before the war, 
and she must have seen the Disney 
film, “Fantasia,” set to the music of 
Beethoven’s Sixth [the “Pastoral”].  
Chinese officials, however, explained 
that the Sixth was desired because it 
reflected the rural farm life dear to 
the ideals of the Chinese Revolution.

About the reviewer

Susan Blumberg-Kason is the author 
of “Good Chinese Wife: A Love Affair 
with China Gone Wrong” and co-edited 
“Hong Kong Noir.” 

As a child, she dreamed of visiting 
China and Hong Kong and eventually, 
went to study Mandarin and received 
a Master of Philosophy in Government 
and Public Administration from the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
where she also researched emerging 
women’s rights.  She’s a freelance 
journalist now based in the Chicago 
suburbs, where she is also an elected 
trustee of her public library as well. 

If Jiang Qing wanted the Sixth to be 
performed, it would be performed.

Some of China’s most well-known 
classical musicians and composers were 
directly touched by the Philadelphia 
Orchestra’s visit.  “Yellow River Concerto” 
composer, Yin Chengzong, worked with 
the Americans.  And way out in the Hunan 
countryside a teenager named Tan Dun 
heard broadcasts of these historic concerts 
— his first time hearing any orchestra — that 
would change his life.  Upon the Orchestra’s 
return in 1993 — its first time back since the 
1973 trip — a 10-year-old pianist named 
Lang-Lang would decide he would one day 
study in Philadelphia.  That day would arrive 
four years later when the young teen entered 
the Curtis Institute of Music.

Soon after the Philadelphia Orchestra 
left China in 1973, classical music — 
including Beethoven — would become 
blacklisted again in China, this time for a 
couple of years.  Formal Sino-US diplomatic 
relations would not occur for another six 
years.  Still, the trip was always seen as a 
grand success.  As Ormandy, mentioned 
on the 1973 trip, “Music creates quick 
friendships between people.  That’s why 
we are here.” ♦We want your input on the 
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“The Many Daughters of 
Afong Moy” by Jamie Ford

Author: Jamie Ford
Publisher: Atria Books
Publication date: August 2022
Hardcover: 384 pages

Jamie Ford is the great-grandson of Nevada mining pioneer Min Chung, 
who emigrated from Hoiping, China to San Francisco in 1865, where he 
adopted the western name Ford. His debut novel, “Hotel on the Corner of 
Bitter and Sweet,” spent two years on the New York Times bestseller list and 
went on to win the 2010 Asian/Pacific American Award for Literature. His 
work has been translated into 35 languages. Having grown up in Seattle, 
he now lives in Montana with his wife and a one-eyed pug.
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[NEW YORK] New York Times 
bestselling author Jamie Ford is back 
with an impressive multigenerational, 
multicultural and utterly unique story. 
“The Many Daughters of Afong Moy” 
spans three continents and more than 250 
years. Ford brings us back and forth across 
the ocean from China to Baltimore, from 
San Francisco to England, and finally a 
future Seattle, illuminating key moments 
of forgotten history, seen through an Asian 
American lens. In the vein of such beloved 
authors as Lisa See, Matt Haig and Min 
Jin Lee, “The Many Daughters of Afong 
Moy” tells the story of seven generations 
of women who find themselves affected by 
the trauma and love woven throughout their 
family’s DNA. 

Dorothy Moy breaks her own heart for 
a living. 

As Washington’s former poet laureate, 
that’s how she describes channeling her 
dissociative episodes and mental health 
struggles into her art. But when her 5-year-
old daughter exhibits similar behavior and 
begins remembering things from the lives 
of their ancestors, Dorothy believes the past 

has truly come to haunt her. Fearing that 
her child is predestined to endure the same 
debilitating depression that has marked her 
own life, Dorothy seeks radical help. 

Through an experimental treatment 
designed to mitigate inherited trauma, 
Dorothy intimately connects with past 
generations of women in her family: 
Faye Moy, a nurse in China serving with 
the Flying Tigers; Zoe Moy, a student in 
England at a famous school with no rules; 
Lai King Moy, a girl quarantined in San 
Francisco during a plague epidemic; Greta 
Moy, a tech executive with a unique dating 
app; and Afong Moy, the first Chinese 
woman in America. 

As painful recollections affect her 
present life, Dorothy discovers that trauma 
isn’t the only thing she’s inherited. A 
stranger is searching for her in each time 
period. A stranger who’s loved her through 
all of her genetic memories. Dorothy 
endeavors to break the cycle of pain and 
abandonment, to finally find peace for her 
daughter, and gain the love that has long 
been waiting, knowing she may pay the 
ultimate price. 

An epigenetic love story built around the 
fictional descendants of a very real person, 
Afong Moy, the first Chinese woman to set 
foot in America in 1832, the premise of “The 
Many Daughters of Afong Moy” is a book 
club’s dream — captivating historical fiction 
with a speculative spin.

Reviews
Fans of “The Hotel on the Corner of 

Bitter and Sweet” rejoice: Jamie Ford has 
done it again. “The Many Daughters of 
Afong Moy” is a searing and vibrant epic 
of generational love, trauma, and healing. 
In his trademark poignant prose, Ford 
breathes Afong Moy and her descendants 
to life with dimension and power. This is a 
book that will stay with readers and reshape 
how they engage with their own lives and 
legacies. To read it is to be transformed - and 
to transcend. — Qian Julie Wang, New 
York Times bestselling author of “Beautiful 
Country”

“The Many Daughters of Afong Moy” 
is simply transcendent. The first Chinese 
woman to set her lotus-bound feet in America 
is destined to set off a ripple through time 
and space, as her descendants struggle with 
her legacy of loss and loneliness. Themes 
of karma, courage, love, and motherhood 
weave timelessly through eight generations 
of women seeking to find balance in an 
increasingly tempest-racked world. Jamie 
Ford has outdone himself! — Kate Quinn, 
New York Times bestselling author of “The 
Rose Code”

Jamie Ford’s army of readers will be 
thrilled by this amazing new novel, ‘The 

Many Daughters of Afong Moy,” which 
promises to take them to places they 
have not been to before. At our house, we 
enjoyed many nights reading later and later 
into the evening, discussing its wonders 
and surprises. — Luis Alberto Urrea, 
bestselling author of “The House of Broken 
Angels” 

Lyrical and profound, poignant and 
original, this sweeping saga explores 
the love that binds one family across 
generations. For Jamie Ford fans both 
old and new, “The Many Daughters of 
Afong Moy” is an unmitigated pleasure. 
— Christina Baker Kline, #1 New York 
Times bestselling author of “Orphan Train” 
and “The Exiles” 

A haunting love story not just for our 
time but all times, Jamie Ford's “The Many 
Daughters of Afong Moy” explores the 
challenges of the Asian experience across 
eras, and into our own, and reminds us that 
no human suffers alone. Impossible to put 
down once I picked it up, its characters will 
live with me for a very long time." — Hugh 
Howey, New York Times bestselling author 
of “Wool” ♦

New York Times best selling author  
Jamie Ford and his new novel:  

The Many Daughters of  Afong Moy

August 9th at 7:00pm, Grace-Trinity Church
1430 West 28th St. Mpls, MN, 55408

Tickets include a signed copy of  the book and may be 
purchased at www.valleybookseller.com 

Single Ticket: $33 plus tax
Couples Ticket: $38 plus tax

Brought to you by: Literature Lover’s Night Out™, Valley Bookseller, 
Grace-Trinity Church, The China Center at the University of  Minnesota,  

The Association of  Sino-American Neocultural Exchange,  
and the US-China Peoples Friendship Association
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College dropout Alex Wang is the world’s youngest,
self-made billionaire
By Elaine Dunn | July 2022

Alexandr Wang. Never heard of him? 
Not a household name (yet), you say? Well, 
that will change soon enough! You know, the 
robots are coming … and robots are based 
on artificial intelligence.

Yes, the next big “invention” after the 
internet is artificial intelligence.

Wang is CEO and co-owner of San 
Francisco-based Scale AI, an artificial in-
telligence data platform that, in addition to 
collecting, annotating, curating and cleaning 
up data, it supports the development and 
monitoring of machine learning models. 
And, of course, Scale uses powerful technol-
ogy that enables it to analyze raw data much 
faster than human analysts.

Much of our existing intelligence has 
come from satellite imagery. We need to 
build AI systems to continually monitor sat 
data, and ultimately stay one step ahead 
https://t.co/Vvr9bTeJdz

— Alexandr Wang (@alexandr_wang) 
February 25, 2022

Just like the current richest man in the 
world Elon Musk, Wang offered to provide 
datasets and Scale AI platform to AI teams 
for free working to support Ukraine and 
NATO (such as figuring out how much 

damage the Russian bombs are inflicting 
on Ukraine!).

“Every industry is sitting on huge 
amounts of data,” Wang said in a February 
interview with Forbes. “Our goal is to help 
them unlock the potential of the data and 
supercharge their businesses with AI.” For 
example, Scale filters raw data from mil-
lions of shipping documents and footage of 
self-driving cars and for companies such as 
Flexport and General Motors. Forbes also 
reported that among the 300 companies 
Scale works with, including Airbnb, Lyft, 
Pinterest and Samsung, there are three con-
tracts worth $110 million to help America’s 
Air Force and Army employ artificial intel-
ligence. Not bad for a 6-year-old company!

Wang was born in Los Alamos, New 
Mexico, the town where the U.S. developed 
its atomic bomb! Both his physicist parents 
worked at weapons projects for the U.S. 
military at Los Alamos National Lab.

He taught himself how to code via the 
internet and began participating in national 
math and coding competitions as a kid. In 
sixth grade, he signed up for his first math 
competition where the prize was a trip to 
Disneyland. Although he did not win the 
coveted prize, he still managed a visit to the 
Magic Kingdom.

At 17, before graduating from Los Ala-
mos High School, he was already getting 
job offers from Silicon Valley. He started 
working at Addepar as a software engineer 
before working full-time coding at Quora, 
the question-and-answer website that em-
powers people through shared knowledge, 
where he met Lucy Guo, who would become 

Scale AI’s co-founder in 2016.
At 19, after a brief stint at the Massa-

chusetts Institute of Technology studying 
machine learning, he dropped out. Instead, 
he sought and obtained funding from Y 
Combinator to launch Scale AI with Guo, 
telling his parents it would be a “temporary” 
summer gig. Despite what he has achieved, 
he said his parents still feel disappointed 
that he dropped out. But, he told a start-up 
magazine, “If you know what you want to 
do you don’t need a college degree. All that 
is needed is having good skills.”

What got Wang started was while at 
MIT, he wanted to build a camera inside 
his fridge so he knew what groceries he was 
running low on. “Even for that I just didn't 
have any of the data to make it work … 
there was this really big hole or problem that 
needed to be solved for AI to actually reach 
its full potential. That was the inspiration be-
hind starting the company,” he said, “… you 
couldn't build incredible AI if you treated 
data as an afterthought, because the issue 
with how AI works is that it's very much a 
garbage in, garbage out kind of paradigm. 
It's really pivotal to the success of any AI 
effort to … just being able to manage all of 
your data with an organization, so we built a 
product called Nucleus to solve that. We also 
built models as a service product where we 
allow customers the ability to easily build 
AI on top of this data foundation that we've 
laid for them.”

In an interview with The Business of 
Business, Wang says he sees his biggest 
challenges as “how we can continue grow-
ing our company and making sure that we 

build a great company for everybody who's 
a part of it, and making sure that we're work-
ing for everyone who’s in our ecosystem 
… We're in the world of AI and AI has 
just moved so fast. Making sure that we're 
always delivering products and deliver-
ing value to our customers in cutting edge 
ways to keep up with how the industry has 
developed, that's been a really big focus of 
mine as well.”

When the company started in 2019, its 
name was a joke. It had only three employ-
ees, needing plenty of “scaling up.” But the 
company grew rapidly. By March 2021, it 
had 300 employees and more than 30,000 
contract employees, generating an estimated 
$100 million in revenue. In 2022, Scale was 
valued at $7.3 billion. Wang’s estimated 
15% stake in the company is worth around 
a billion, making him the world’s youngest 
self-made billionaire!

And what does this geek do besides 
coding and making money? He plays violin. 
His other interests include writing, hiking, 
programming, reading Nietzsche, Sartre and 
Kierkegaard. And he is fluent in Chinese and 
French, besides English.

What of co-founder Lucy Guo?  She’s 
the world’s second richest self-made woman 
after Kyle Jenner.  Guo left Scale in 2018, 
but still holds a 6% stake at the company.  In 
April this year, she launched a tech start-up 
and continues to work out a lot, approxi-
mately 5.5 hours each day!

So much for the life of the rich and (not 
yet) famous. ♦

Wang

https://www.uniondepot.org/event/taste-of-asia/
https://t.co/Vvr9bTeJdz
https://twitter.com/alexandr_wang/status/1497235144905687040?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw

