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Western sanctions tie Russia even tighter 
to China
By Bethany Allen-Ebrahimian and Dave Lawler | Axios | Feb.25, 2022

 Points of View, p. 7

NOW,
ONLINE
ONLY!

Taking a stretching break?

Western sanctions over Vladimir Putin's 
invasion of Ukraine will increase Russia's 
already significant economic reliance on 
China.

Why it matters: Moscow could blunt 
the impact of sanctions by deepening its 
growing alignment with Beijing, giving both 
countries more leverage in their disputes 
with the West — but potentially fostering 
resentment in Russia over the increasingly 
lopsided relationship.

Catch up quick: The Chinese govern-
ment said in a statement that it strongly 
supports "respecting and safeguarding 

the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
all countries," including Ukraine, but has 
stopped short of condemning Russia's in-
vasion, and has criticized the imposition of 
sanctions on Russia.

The state of play: In the weeks before 
the invasion, Beijing lifted restrictions on 
wheat imports from Russia and signed a 
30-year deal to buy increased volumes of 
Russian gas — signaling China's massive 
market was opening further to Russia.
• China and Russia have recently inked 
several energy deals that are largely outside 
the U.S. dollar-based international financial 
system, using the Chinese yuan, the Finan-
cial Times reports.
• Russian oil company Gazprom Neft an-
nounced last year that it would use yuan for 
airplane fuel transactions with China instead 
of the U.S. dollar.
• Russia is also a major recipient of loans 
from Chinese financial institutions, receiv-
ing $151 billion between 2000 and 2017.

A previous round of Western sanc-
tions over Russia's 2014 annexation of 

Crimea saw Russia reorient its economy 
toward China, signing a $400 billion deal to 
send gas there and increasing cooperation 
around infrastructure and technology.

Yes, but: A growing Russian depen-
dence on China could cause friction between 
the two countries down the line.
• Moscow already chafes at being beholden 
to a country that was once its protégé dur-
ing Soviet times, and is uncomfortable with 
China's growing presence in Central Asia, 
which Russia regards as its backyard, Yun 
Sun, China program director at the Stimson 
Center, told Axios.
• Greater economic dependence on China 
will only deepen that resentment, Sun said.

The big picture: China is already Rus-
sia's largest trading partner, accounting in 
2020 for 23% of Russia's imports (every-
thing from textiles to TVs) and 15% of its 
exports (mostly oil and gas).
• "They can get anything they want from 
China except for high-tech," says Mary 
Lovely of the Peterson Institute for Interna-

Photo  i l lus t ra t ion :  Sarah Gr i l lo /Ax ios .                                                                                                                                       
Photos: Mikhail Svetlov, Leon Neal WPA Pool/
Getty Images

Continued on page 4

Not at all!  Numerous young performers, organized by local Chinese community organizations, put on 
performances to celebrate and welcome the Year of the Tiger last month. See a recap of the events 
on pp. 12-13.

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/wjbzhd/202202/t20220226_10645790.shtml
https://www.cnn.com/europe/live-news/ukraine-russia-news-02-23-22/h_dd983fae03f4087657438ab6d052c066
https://www.cnn.com/2022/02/25/business/wheat-russia-china-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.ft.com/content/55d86391-2d05-4eb4-869c-83a7878b8942
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/russias-gazprom-neft-moves-yuan-fuelling-planes-china-2021-09-03/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/russias-gazprom-neft-moves-yuan-fuelling-planes-china-2021-09-03/
https://www.ft.com/content/55d86391-2d05-4eb4-869c-83a7878b8942
https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/188414/ECFR126_-_A_Soft_Alliance_Russia-China_Relations_After_the_Ukraine_Crisis.pdf
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We are seeking your input as to the future direction 
of ChinaInsight …                                               
Is this the end or a new beginning?
By Greg Hugh

Now that the Chinese New Year and the 
Beijing Olympics are behind us, the world’s 
attention is facing an international crisis 
as Russia has attacked Ukraine.  No doubt 
that will overshadow the news cycle as we 
continue to grapple with the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Life goes on as we all will have 
to deal with the consequences

We begin our 21st year of publishing and 
continue our mission of promoting cultural 
and business understanding between China 
and the U.S. along with providing a bridge 
between the Chinese and American com-
munities of the Twin Cities area.  However, 
we also are going to be making some hard 
decisions concerning continuing our mis-
sion or not.  If we continue, what direction 
should we go?

Although ChinaInsight began as a 
free, printed newspaper back in 2001, it 
continues now to be available digitally at 
www.chinainsight.info. For those of you that 
are not familiar with ChinaInsight, we 
are proud that during the previous 20 years 
to have been involved with the following:
• The St Paul-Changsha China Friendship 
Garden, poetically known as 柳 明 園 
(Liu Ming Yuan), Lub Vaj Phooj Ywg 
(Garden of Friendship), and Garden of 
Whispering Willows & Flowing Waters, 
is a community-based, volunteer-driven 
public garden developed through long-term 
collaboration among the Minnesota China 
Friendship Garden Society (MCFGS), the 
St. Paul Department of Parks & Recreation, 
the Phalen Park neighborhood, and Twin 
Cities Hmong and Chinese communities.  
The city of Changsha is St. Paul’s sister city 
in south China.

• Supported the campaign to award the 
Congressional Gold Medal to Chinese 
American Veterans of World War II that 
was spearheaded by the Chinese American 
Citizens Alliance.
• In collaboration with the Chinese Heritage 
Foundation, established A Passage to China 
in 2008 which became an annual event at 
Mall of America that promotes Chinese 
history, culture and customs through inter-
active activities for all ages with over 40 
organizations from throughout the Twin 
Cities communities participating as a FREE 
event for the general public
• Planned and hosted a forum on how to 
do business in China with speakers from 
Zhejiang Province
• Developed a relationship with a WTO 
Training delegation from Zhejiang, China 
to promote business relationships between 
Zhejiang and Minnesota
• Sponsored events held by the Chinese 
American Association of Minnesota, Asian 
Media Access, Dragon Festival and the 
China Center at the University of Minnesota
• Sponsored and partnered with the Min-
nesota Timberwolves to promote all Tim-
berwolves and Houston Rockets games 
featuring Yao Ming since 2002 resulting in 
the Timberwolves’ sponsorship of a China 
Expo at the Target Center in March 2004
• Assisted and accompanied Governor Jesse 
Ventura on the trade mission to China in 
2002

ChinaInsight is proud to have been 
involved over the years in initiating events 
such as these, in spite of tepid support from 
the community that provides minimum 
communications or advertising support.  
Consequently, we have relied on a dedicated 
volunteer staff which reduces our financial 
burden since this is what we have chosen to 
do to support the community.

That being said, as ChinaInsight 
begins its 21st year of publishing, we are 
soliciting comments from our targeted 
readers as to how our mission statement 
could be updated to better reflect current 
relations between the U.S. and the Peoples 
Republic of China (PRC) which has become 

more confrontational on many fronts.  We 
have typically remained neutral on most 
issues that affect these two countries over 
the years. Would you like to see us take a 
different approach?  Why?

 The U.S.-China relationship is the 
most complex bilateral relationship for 
the United States.  Over the last 30 years, 
Sino-American relations have undergone an 
impressive transformation from animosity 
and conflict to candid dialogue and con-
structive cooperation.  These two vast and 
complicated countries have found limited 
common ground on issues of trade, invest-
ment and, more recently, security.  But key 
issues remain unresolved, and the potential 
for troubling divergence is real as China be-
comes an economic powerhouse, a military 
force in Asia, and a potential rival to U.S. he-
gemony.  What role should ChinaInsight 
take in covering these future developments?

Although there is not too much we 
can do to change whatever trajectory is in 
motion, the Chinese community needs to 
become more proactive and become more 
involved as citizens by getting involved in 
politics, charitable giving and other activi-
ties to shatter the “model minority” label and 
work together instead of as factions within 
their own communities.

 A l s o ,  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e 
ChinaInsight grow so we are interested 
hearing from those who are interested in 
joining us as a staff member, as investor or 
as a board member. 

Please be sure to read about the various 
Chinese New Year celebrations covered in 
this issue.  

Thank you for your continued support 
and our best wishes for your continued 
good health.  Please contact me directly 
at ghugh@chinainsight.info or 
612-723-4872 with your comments.

mailto:articles%40chinainsight.info?subject=
https://www.chinainsight.info/
mailto:ghugh%40chinainsight.info?subject=
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Winter sports

Key provisions

Contemptible timing

Smartphone togetherness

Coffee turmoil
Hosting the Winter Games has left an 

ambitious goal for China: to increase the 
number of winter sports participants within 
the country.  When it won the Olympics 
bid in 2015, the Chinese government’s 
goal was to attract 300 million new winter 
sports participants.  According to the Games 
organizers, they have more than met their 
target.  Currently, there is approximately 346 
million Chinese involved in skiing, hockey, 
skating and other cold weather sports.

Young Chinese are taking to the slopes 
in droves.  Well-heeled parents are signing 
up their precious kids for hockey and skating 
lessons as well.  One ski instructor at a re-
sort located northwest of the city of Beijing 
proper charges US$60-80 per lesson.

China now has 654 standard ice rinks 
and 803 indoor and outdoor ski resorts.  (In 
1996, there had been only 11 ski resorts.  
More than 450 ice rinks and 300 snow 
resorts have been built since Beijing won 
the bid in 2015.)  

From 2015 to 2019, there had been a 

67% increase in people visiting a Chinese 
ski resort.  The skiing industry is said to have 
generated US$94 billion in 2020, compared 
to $20 billion in the U.S.  

However, Beijing’s dry climate requires 
production of artificial snow.  The 2022 
Winter Olympics will be the first to use 
100% artificial snow!

The Beijing Games are not only giving 
winter sports a huge boost, but also a na-
tional pride that China has stood up against 
COVID and western criticism. ♦

On Feb. 5, Taiwan condemned the 
timing of China and Russia’s “no limits” 
partnership as contemptible.  It accused the 
Chinese-Russian leaders’ meeting hours 
before the opening of the Winter Games to 
back each other over standoffs on Ukraine 
and Taiwan, and to collaborate more against 
the West puts a black mark on the spirit of 
the Olympics.

"It not only increases the Taiwanese 
people's disgust at and loathing for the Chi-
nese government's arrogance and bullying, it 
also clearly shows all the world's countries 
the sinister face of the Chinese Communist 

regime's aggression, expansionism and dam-
aging of peace," stated Taiwan’s Foreign 
Ministry.  "This is an insult to the peaceful 
spirit embodied by the Olympic Rings, and 
will be spurned by Taiwan's people and held 
in contempt by democratic countries."

Taiwan also accused China of perpetuat-
ing false claims that Taiwan is part of the 
People’s Republic of China.

The U.S. also criticized the meeting 
saying the Chinese government should have 
used the occasion to tone down tensions in 
Ukraine instead of bolstering its support for 
a Russian invasion.

Taiwan had been forced to use the name 
Chinese Taipei at Olympic Games since 
1989 because in 1979 the International 
Olympic Committee passed a resolution al-
lowing both China and Taiwan to participate 
without ageing to the “one China” principle, 
and they used different names (China was 
“Chinese Olympic Committee” and Taiwan 
was “Chinese Taipei Olympic Committee.”  

The April issue of China Insight will pro-
vide a more detailed account of the reason 
for the use of “Chinese Taipei.” ♦

Beginning mid-February, coffee drink-
ers in China saw a 16- to 47-cent price 
increase per cup because of higher operating 
costs, including rent, labor, raw materials, 
etc.  Chains such as China’s own Luckin, 
Starbucks and Tim Hortons all increased 
prices, and an online outcry ensued.  For 
Starbucks, which entered the Chinese 
market in 1999, the coffee price increase 
is its first since 2018.  It did raise prices on 
other menu items back on October 2021 and 
January 2022.

While China is still a nation of tea drink-
ers, it is one of the world’s fastest-growing 
coffee markets.  It has approximately 
111,000 shops in the larger cities.  Official 
data showed China’s coffee market grew at 
an annual rate of 15% since 2018, against 
the global average of 2%.  However, data 
also showed sales have slowed in recent 
months – same-store sales in China fell 14% 
from a year earlier for the quarter ending 
Jan. 2, 2022.  Starbucks CEO blamed sales 
decrease on China’s “zero-COVID” policy, 
which disrupted store hours and transaction 
volume.

Starbucks is further embroiled in an 
incident where a police officer was alleg-
edly driven away from a Cbongqing store’s 
outside dining area by an employee.  Weibo 
users called for a boycott of the chain.  

The Party’s “mouthpiece”, People’s Daily, 
wrote, “Starbucks, please take back your 
arrogance.”

Against the scrutiny of Chinese firms 
in the U.S. and an increasing nationalistic 
sentiment among some Chinese, Starbucks 
and other foreign businesses in China in-
creasingly face a mix of challenges.

Starbucks plan additional price hikes 
in coming months to offset operational 
costs.  It may behoove them to consider its 
home-grown competitors before doing so.  
One frequent customer said, “The pricing 
of Starbucks coffee is way too inflated.  
While I won’t necessarily visit Starbucks 
less frequently, my view of the brand has 
become less favorable.”  He may not be the 
only one thinking that way. ♦

On Feb. 4, the House of Representative 
passed the China-focused bill, American 
COMPETES Act of 2022, which includes 
the following key provisions supporting 
Hong Kongers:
• Safe haven policies that provide temporary 

protected status for qualifying HK residents 
of up to 18 months; special immigrant status 
for 5,000 highly skilled HK residents per 
year for five fiscal years
• Reporting requirements from federal 
agencies to submit report on number of HK 
residents who have applied for U.S. visas, 
immigrant benefits or asylum, denials, 
length of time in processing applications
• Funding and programs include a $10 mil-
lion to promote democracy in HK, to estab-
lish a strategy to bolster internet resiliency 
and internet freedom in HK 

Overall, the act provides a comprehen-
sive strategy to expand America’s capacity 
to compete with China.  COMPETES stand 
for Creating Opportunities for Manufac-
turing Pre-Eminence in Technology and 
Economic Strength. ♦

As the Olym-
p ic s  wrapped 
up in Beijing, 
the  “Together 
for a shared fu-
t u r e ”  t h e m e 
was brought to 
life outside the 
Beijing’s Bird’s 
Nest.  Those in 
attendance were instructed to turn their 
phones on, hold them up and sway to the 
music as the Olympic flame is about to be 
extinguished.

The folks as they were told.  As the 
Associated Press reported, “these Olympic 
faithfuls in the Bird’s Nest held their phones 
skyward to become totems of warmth and 
togetherness against cold and COVID, a 
Chinese song called “You and Me” played 
and the words “One World” were displayed 
in fireworks.”

And for the cybersecurity folks, it’s not 
togetherness they want.  

Olympic athletes and other personnel 
traveling to Beijing were told to use burner 
phones to avoid bringing malware and other 

problems home 
with their phones.  
Although there 
h a d  b e e n  n o 
signs of nefari-
ous activity as 
of the end of the 
Games, “Most 
compromises are 
detected weeks or 

months after they occur,” a cyber espionage 
expert said.  So once again, reminders went 
out to the 16,000 travelers who went to the 
Olympics to change their passwords as 
soon as they get home and to monitor their 
accounts to make sure no unknown devices 
or services had accessed them.

All athletes went with the understanding 
their online activities while in China would 
be monitored by the Chinese government.  
But that’s a pretty common practice for 
intelligence services of any country.  While 
getting a competitive edge at the games, 
it was probably monitoring for anything 
politically sensitive, especially among the 
visiting journalists. ♦

We want your input on the 
future of China Insight

Share your ideas about:

•	 Topics of interest
•	 How	we	can	reflect	the	current	state	of	US-China	

relations
•	 Format of China Insight

Become more involved!
Interested in becoming a:

•	 Staff member
•	 Investor
•	 Board member
•	 Advertiser

Contact Greg Hugh by email at ghugh@chinainsight.info or 
by phone at 612-723-4872 with your comments or to discuss 
how you can become involved in the future of China Insight.

mailto:ghugh%40chinainsight.info?subject=
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The Eileen Gu conundrum: traitor, opportunist or role 
model?
By Elaine Dunn | March 2022

Among the many controversies sur-
rounding the 2022 Beijing Olympics, the 
one where the central character cannot win 
in the social media game is the one involving 
freestyle skier Eileen Gu.

Even if you do not follow winter sports, 
a flip through any news site or newspaper 
will bring up something about Gu, most 
probably something akin to, “Born and 
raised in America, skiing for China.”  

The California-born 18-year-old sup-
posedly “renounced” her U.S citizenship 
in 2019 so as to ski for China, her mother’s 
native country, after a meeting with China 
President Xi Jinping.  The reason for her 
decision?  To “raise awareness for snow 
sports in China.”  Noble as that sounds, it’s 
not well-received in the U.S. and, to a much 
lesser degree, in China.

Of course, the cloud over her citizenship 
persists – spending annual summer months 
in China does not a Chinese citizen make.  
Her refusal to answer questions about the 
issue is not helping to clear the air either.  
Instead, it has stoked suspicion.  And her 
insistence, "I'm American when I'm in the 
U.S., and I'm Chinese when I'm in China," 
may work for an ordinary Chinese Ameri-
can, but not an Olympian.

The Olympic Charter requires athletes 
possess citizenship in the country they 
represent.  With China’s stringent laws on 
citizenship and where dual citizenship is 
not recognized, many questions surround 
how Gu can compete for China with a U.S. 
passport.  Did China bypass its own rules to 
make that happen to gain Olympic medals?

True, it is not uncommon for athletes to 
represent another country in international 
competitions.  The former NHL goalie Jer-
emy Smith, now known as Jieruimi Shimisi, 
and has no Chinese ancestry, is playing 
for the first-ever Chinese ice hockey team 
(which, by the way, is made up of 11 Cana-
dians, seven Americans, one Russian and six 
homegrown players!).  Another California-
born figure skater, Beverly Zhu, also chose 
to represent China (both her parents are 
immigrants from China).

So why is all the hate piling on just Gu?  
Why is she such a “lightning rod, and why 
is she being singled out as “traitor?”

Reasons are aplenty!  China is not a 
country well-liked by many at the moment: 

its lack of openness about COVID-19 prob-
ably led to unleashing a pandemic on the 
world; the government makes no shame of 
being a surveillance state and, it is notori-
ous for infringing on intellectual property.  
U.S.-China relations is at an all-time low.

Other reasons 
Gu’s gold medal in the women’s freeski 

big air event did not sit well with the 
competitive American spirit.  Then she 
subsequently scored a silver at the freeski 
slopestyle event and another gold in the 
halfpipe event, making her the first “action 
sports” athlete to win three medals at the 
same Olympics.  Quite an enviable feat, 
and none credited to the American flag.  
Had she “failed” like figure skater Zhu, she 
might have escaped the wrath from Ameri-
cans!  Zhu had been on the receiving end of 
harsh criticisms from the Chinese public for 
placing 27th in figure skating.  (“Failed” is 
not exactly the correct term as anyone who 
made it to the Olympics cannot be consid-
ered a failure.)

China’s treatment of the millions of 
Uyghurs has been called to attention front 
and center in the international human rights 
arena.  Gu’s decision to represent China is 
seen as a form of tacit support for a country 
well-known for not abiding by international 
human rights conventions; and, also, a coun-
try that’s increasingly hostile to the U.S.  
Unpopular positions to take.

Dislike for China, the country, conve-
niently translates and attaches to Gu as she is 
far and foremost the “face” of China athletes 
at the 2022 Winter Olympics. 

And from a very practical standpoint, 
as a former Winter X games gold medalist 
pointed out: had Gu been born and raised in 
China, she most likely would not have been 
afforded the quality of training and coaching 
that made her the skier she is today.  

Furthermore, many of her critics have 
suggested that Gu only decided to compete 
for China as a publicity move to garner 
unique fame and fortune in China.  (News 
agency Tianxiashangwang reported her 20-
plus sponsors have earned her multimillions 
since January 2021.)

In China, where girls had long been mar-
ginalized, Gu has attained super celebrity 
and national hero status.  Ironically, Nathan 

Chen, gold medalist 
in the men’s figure 
skating event who is 
born, bred and trained 
in the U.S. and com-
peting for the U.S., is 
labeled a “traitor” by 
the Chinese in China 
for representing the 
U.S.!  Their nickname 
for him is “rh” for “rǔ 
huá, 辱華,” meaning 
“disgracing China.” 
Hate goes both ways!  
Which brings up the 
following point:

W h i l e  w h i t e 
Americans who elect-
ed to compete for Chi-
na have not received 
much, if any, backlash from the public, 
Chinese Americans or Asian Americans 
will always have their ethnicity, race and 
nationality intertwined and scrutinized in 
international sports competitions. 

The venom directed at Gu’s decision 
to represent China is largely racial loyalty-
based.  To many in the United States, Gu has 
chosen the side of the enemy.  As irritational 
as this view may be, it highlights the expec-
tations of “Americanism” and the political 
whiteness experienced by Asian Americans.  
Gu’s critics see her choice as a betrayal of 
her American citizenship.  And Chinese 
sees Nathan Chen as the “traitor.”  Chinese 
Americans just can’t win off-podium at the 
Beijing Olympics!

On the other hand, to the Chinese CCP, 
Gu’s privileged American upbringing and 
parentage (mother is a Chinese immigrant 
educated in the U.S. and father is an Ameri-
can) do not jive 100% with the Chinese 
Communist Party ideals either.  Still, that 
did not stop China’s General Administra-
tion of Sport to send her a letter urging her 
to “strive for greater glory for the Party and 
the people.”

Being projected to superstar status 
accorded her privileges ordinary Chinese 
citizens do not have, such as access to 
Instagram.  This fact was not lost on many 
Chinese citizens.  One netizen commented, 
“Why can you use Instagram and millions 
of Chinese people from the mainland can-
not, why you got such special treatment as 
a Chinese citizen?"  Gu’s dismissive (and 
erroneous) reply that “anyone can download 
a VPN” from the App Store did not help mat-
ters.  Another netizen promptly responded, 
“Literally, I’m not ‘anyone.’  Literally, it is 
illegal for me to use a VPN.”  (VPNs must 
be purchased outside of China’s Great Fire-
wall at a hefty fee, and still does not always 
guarantee devices to bypass the firewall.  In 
addition, unlicensed VPNs are banned by 
the Ministry of Industry for personal use.)  

Gu’s ignorance of the daily struggles of 
the “laobaixing” (老百姓, ordinary people) 
and how Gu does not really represent the 
Chinese people was further highlighted by 
an article, “What does Eileen Gu’s success 
have to do with ordinary people?”  The 
article was censored and has since been re-
moved from the media.  Juxtaposed against 
a video of a mother of eight with her neck 
shackled to the wall of a doorless shack with 
glowing write-ups of an adopted citizen, the 
article asserted that, “Ten thousand sports 
champions can't wash away the humiliation 

of one enslaved woman, not to mention tens 
of thousands of them.”

Another faux pas that put her in another 
social media maelstrom: Gu was filmed not 
singing the Chinese national anthem at the 
medal ceremony.  Internet censors had to 
step in to “restrict” that discussion.

For Gu, she’s Stanford-bound this fall.  
She also has modeling gigs in the offing.  
And she insists her end-goal in electing to 
compete for China is to be a role model for 
young girls in China. “I want to be able to 
have those medals and to be able to feel like 
I changed someone's life, or changed the 
sport, or introduced the sport to a country 
where it wasn't before," she said.  

She further added, “If people don’t be-
lieve me and if people don’t like me, that’s 
their loss. They’re never going to win the 
Olympics,” which probably will not endear 
her to her critics.

Gu’s “privileged” status in China angers 
many ordinary Chinese.  It highlights how 
the Chinese government has heaped re-
sources on Gu while ignoring the country’s 
native-born laobaixing.  Chinese media is 
also beginning to question how long she’ll 
put China first.  The former editor-in-chief 
of The Global Times warned “it was still 
unclear which country she would like to 
associate with when she was older.”

And will she fall under the same fate as 
other “return-to-mother-country” personali-
ties such as Australian journalist Cheng Lei, 
who was charged with spying once she falls 
out of favour?

John Davis, author of “Olympic Games 
Effect: How Sports Marketing Builds Strong 
Brands,” noted “society place outsized ex-
pectations on top athletes to be role models, 
arbiters of public opinion and politically 
savvy (as long as they agree with our point 
of view).  This is not to excuse the human 
right abuses in China, as those are clearly of 
deep concern … [Eileen] is an ambassador 
for sport, not politics.  That may change in 
the years ahead, if her international reputa-
tion grows, but for now she appears to sim-
ply be focused on having a positive public 
image without touching third-rail issues.”

For Chinese/Asian Americans who have 
been caught up in this bicultural identity is-
sue the day they were born, we all wish for 
the day when we are not forced to make a 
choice.  But it’s also clear that America is 
not the only “racist” country.  China is just 
as bad.  But perhaps because of censorship, 
the venom is just not as “out there.” ♦

A smiling Gu in furry panda hat as she got on podium to accept 
her second gold medal

Government & Politics

Western sanctions tie Russia even 
tighter to China
Continued from page 1
tional Economics. Advanced semiconduc-
tors and other emerging technologies are 
exactly what the U.S. and EU are targeting 
with export controls on semiconductors that 
Japan and Taiwan are also joining.
• China does provide 70% of Russia's chip 
supply and it could help Russia evade the 
sanctions on sensitive technologies like 
chips, "but then the question becomes, 
what's in it for China," Lovely says.

What to watch: How much pressure 
from the west China is willing to absorb.
• Two Chinese-state-owned banks have 
restricted some financing to Russia after the 
invasion, suggesting China doesn't want to 
be seen as openly enabling Russia.
• China abstained from voting on a UN 

Security Council resolution condemning 
the invasion, instead of siding with Rus-
sia's veto.

China's leaders aren't willing to indel-
ibly tie themselves to "Putin's chariot," Sun 
said. "For China, this is a calculus. There is 
benefit and cost. If the cost is not significant 
for supporting Russia or continuing eco-
nomic transactions with Russia, then China 
will continue it," Sun said.
• "If there is significant cost to the Chinese 
financial and economic relations with Rus-
sia, then the Chinese will recalculate."
• "China's in the driver's seat right now. It's 
the one that Russia needs, not the other way 
around," Lovely added. ♦

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extreme_sport#:~:text=Action%20sports%2C%20adventure%20sports%20or%20extreme%20sports%20are,of%20physical%20exertion%20and%20highly%20specialized%20gear.%20Contents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extreme_sport#:~:text=Action%20sports%2C%20adventure%20sports%20or%20extreme%20sports%20are,of%20physical%20exertion%20and%20highly%20specialized%20gear.%20Contents
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220225-japan-to-sanction-chip-exports-to-russia-over-ukraine
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2022/02/26/2003773796
https://www.foxbusiness.com/economy/china-restrict-financing-russia-ukraina-invasion
https://www.reuters.com/world/russia-vetoes-un-security-action-ukraine-china-abstains-2022-02-25/


March 2022 / PAGE 5 www.chinainsight.info

Chinese Language 
Corner (漢語角)
Colors, clothing and opinions
By Pat Welsh | contributor

English Pinyin

hēisèblack

lánsèblue

zōngsèbrown

lǜsègreen

How do you like the pink? Nĭ jǘede fĕnsè zĕnyàng?You – feel – pink - how

English PinyinLiteral Translation

Oh! It won’t do. Ōu,  bùxíng,  Oh – won’t do

I look real bad in pink. wŏ chuān fĕnsè zāotòule!I – wear - pink - extremely 
bad

Normally the suffix “-de” is added to an adjective when it is followed by a noun.  When no 
noun follows an adjective and “-de” is added, a noun such as “one” or “thing” is implied. 

Here are the names of some common items of clothing along with their classifier.

In this lesson we will deal with colors, clothing and opinions.  Below are some com-
mon colors:

grey

orange

pink

purple

red

white

yellow

huīsè

chéngsè

fĕnsè

zĭsè

hóngsè

báisè

huángsè

That is a nice color on you. Nĭ chuān nàge yánsè hĕn 
hăokàn.

You - wear – that – color - 
very – attractive.

You look real nice in blue. Nĭ chuān lánsè-de*  zhēn 
hăokàn.

You – wear – blue –(de) - 
really – attractive.

blouse 

English

clothing

coat

glasses

dress

chènshān

Pinyin

fúzhuāng, yīfú 

wàitào

yănjìng

yīfú

jiàn

Classifier

jiàn  

iàn

ge

jiàn

hat

pants

overcoat

màozi

kùzi

dàyī

dĭng

tiáo

jiàn

shirt

socks

shoe

chènshan

wàzi

zhĭ

jiàn

one sock: zhĭ ; pair: shuāng

one shoe: zhĭ; pair: shuāng

suit (business etc.)

tie

T-shirt

xīzhuang

lĭngdài

tī-xü

tào

tiáo

jiàn

underpants nèikù tiáo

undershirt hànshān jiàn

*Recall that classifiers are used after numbers and words meaning “this (zhè),” “that 
(nà)” and “which” (nă).  The sentences below will show how they are used.

Does this white shirt fit you? Zhè-jiàn báisède chènshān 
shìhé nĭ ma?

This-(classifier)  white – 
shirt - fit – you - question 
particle

English PinyinLiteral Translation

No, it doesn’t. Bù, tā méiyŏuNo, it - have not

Does this pair of pants fit 
him?

Zhè-tiáo kùzi shìhé tā ma?This (classifier) pants – fit – 
him - question particle

Yes it does. Shìhé.Fit

How do you like this tie? Nĭ jüéde zhè-tiáo lĭngdài 
zĕnmeyàng?

you – feel – this-classifier – 
tie – how?

I like it. Wŏ xĭhuān.I - like

Do you want to buy this 
suit?

Nĭ xiăng măi  zhè- tào 
xīzhuāng ma?

You – want – buy - this-
classifier – suit - question 
particle

No, I don’t like it. Shìhé.No, I -not  like

English Pinyin

húshuō-bādàotalk nonsense, sheer nonsense  

jüéde1. to feel  2. think   (have an opinion about)

kànfaWay of looking at a thing, view

kĕyihave permission to

1. to fit   2.  to be suitable for   3. to suit one’s taste

1. to want   2.  to think of    3.  to miss a person or place

idea, opinion, what one has in mind

to miss a person or place

shìhé

xiăng

xiăngfa

xiăngniàn

Continued on page 6

https://bit.ly/3GTb8b4
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This system follows Chinese Pinyin with the exception that the letter “u” has two 
pronunciations. Sometimes it has the value of ü (“ee” as in ‘see’ with rounded lips). At 
those times we use the symbol “ü” instead of Pinyin “u.” In making this sound, it is most 
important that the vowel more resembles an “ee” sound as in “see” and definitely does not 
sound like a “oo” sound as in “moon”.

The ‘a’ in these syllables sounds like the ‘a’ in “father”.
Sounds like the ‘igh’ in “high”.
Sounds like the “ow” in “cow”.
ts’oong  (the ts is aspirated -  a slight breath of air follows the ts sound.)
Here the “e” sounds much like the “a” in “above” or the “u” in “under”.
Sounds like the “ay” in “say” or “day”.
Sounds like the “un” in “fun” or the “ung” in “lung”.
Sounds like “ee-ehn” or “yen” (Here “ehn” and “en” almost sounds like the 
word “yen”.)
Sounds like “ye” in “yet”.
The ‘e’ sounds like the ‘u’ in ‘fun’.
This is a nasal ‘r’ sound;  yì-diănr sounds almost like  yeè-dyăir.̃
The “o” here sounds much like the “oo” in “ooze” or “spoon”.
Sounds like the “ou” in “dote”
Sounds “tchee-ehn” (ehn rhymes with “hen”)
Sounds like  “chee” in “cheese”.
Sounds like  “chee” in “cheese” but uttered with rounded lips.
Sounds almost like the “shir” in “shirt”.  The tongue is retracted and lightly 
curled.
Sounds somewhat like sz, the vowel is short, it is between “i” in “it” and “u” 
in “mut”.
Sounds much like the “ee” in “see” but the vowel must be uttered with rounded 
lips.
Sounds almost like the English word “way”.
Sounds like a weak “sh”; xing sounds like “sheeng”.
Sounds somewhat like the “yo” in “yodel”.
Sounds like a “tz” without any aspiration.  Pronouncing this as ‘dz’ betrays 
American accent which will still be understood by the listener.
Unaspirated tz, the vowel ‘i’ is short, it is between “i” in “it” and “u” in “mut”.
This is an unaspirated “ch” with the tongue retracted and lightly curled.   For 
example “zhong” almost sounds like “droong” and “zhu” sound almost like 
“drew”.
Sounds almost like “djir”.  It sounds much like the “jer” in “jerk”.

a, an, ang
ai
ao

cong
de, ke

ei
en, eng

ian

ie
le

-nr
ong
ou

qian
qi
qü
shi

si

ü

ui
x

you
z

zi
zh

zhi

Pronunciation reminders

Using numbers: 5 = your normal high 4 = mid-high 3 = your normal mid pitch
2 = mid low pitch 1 = your normal low pitch

Tones

Description Notes
High level pitch (55)
Mid-Rising Tone (35)
Dipping (213) 
High falling pitch (51) 
An unstressed neutral tone. Fol-
lowing other syllables, syllables 
in this tone tend to be somewhat 
lower that of the previous syl-
lable. The lone exception is 
when it occurs after tone ă when 
the neutral tone is often slightly 
higher in pitch.

Regarding tone ă 
• when occurring directly before another 
dipping tone, tone ă changes tone á. 
Thus “hĕn hăo” (very good) changes to 
“hén hăo” 
• occurring directly before any other tone, 
Tone ă will change to a mid-falling tone

Regarding tone à
When occurring before another à tone, 
the first tone à reduces its fall to 53 or 54 

About Pat Welsh

In 2009 while teaching English at Sichuan University, Welsh was asked to give a 
speech where he was introduced to the audience as a “pioneer of Chinese American 
relations” as a result of his cooperative work in international banking during the Deng 
Xiaoping era. For more than 65 years, Welsh has been learning Chinese and has used 
this knowledge both professionally and personally to enhance his understanding of 
Chinese and Asian affairs. He uses Beijing Mandarin most frequently when meeting 
with senior Chinese government officials when conducting business in China.

For 17 years, Welsh taught Chinese, German and Spanish in two local high schools. 
Now fully retired, he currently resides in Georgia where he used to lecture on China 
to a number of classes at Dunwoody High School.

Tone
ā
á
ă
à
a

In my next offering I will continue the series dealing with specific social situations. ♦

Chinese Language Corner (漢語角)
Colors, clothing and opinions
Continued from page 5

Do you often think of her? Nǐ jīngcháng xiǎng tā ma?You – often -think of – her 
-question particle

English PinyinLiteral Translation

Yes, I miss her. Shì de, wǒ xiǎngniàn tā.Is so,  I – miss – her

May I wear this to school? Wŏ kĕyi chuān zhège qǜ 
shàngxüé ma?

I – may – wear -this – go - 
school – question particle

No, this T-shirt is not 
suitable for going to school.

Bù,  zhè-jiàn Tī-xù bù shìhé 
shàngxüé.

No,  this-classifier – T shirt 
– not suitable -attend school

What do you think of his 
idea/opinion?

Nǐ juédé tā-de xiǎngfǎ 
zěnmeyàng?

You – feel – his – idea – how

It’s nonsense. Zhè shì húshuō-bādàoThis – is - nonsense

Did he like her cooking? Tā xĭhuān tā zuòde-cài ma?He - like - she - cooking - 
question particle

No, it didn’t suit his taste. Méiyou, méiyou shìhé tāde 
kŏuwèi.

Have not, have not - suit 
-his – taste

Do you like his ideas about 
clothing?

Nǐ xǐhuān tā duì fúzhuāng-
de kànfǎ ma? 

you - like – he - towards 
-clothing-‘s - views – ques-
tion particle

Obituary

Ng, Leo Kwok-Yiu
Ng,  Leo 

K w o k - Y i u 
Age 72, of St. 
Paul, MN.

Died  on 
February 12, 
2022. Leo was 
born Septem-
ber 26, 1949 
in Toishan, 
China.

Preceded in death by his father Kam 
Chun Ng. Survived by his mother Hung 
Yung; sister Emma; brothers Kwok Qu 
and Kwok Yu; nieces Sherry, Mee, Mary, 
and Tiffany; nephews Larry, Fremont, and 
Brandon; and loving relatives and friends.

Leo attended the Hong Kong Sea School 
which gave him the training needed to work 
on tankers and cargo ships. He went to 
places that were inaccessible to most and to 
more places than many of us ever will see. 
He traveled from the ports of Congo to the 
fjords of Oslo. He worked hard and man-
aged to help the rest of the family emigrate 
from China to St. Paul, Minnesota where 
he called home.

In the late '70s, Leo opened Leo's Chow 
Mein which became a community mainstay 
and a refuge for many 3M employees. No 
one ever left his restaurant hungry, even 
those less fortunate. It pained him when he 
had to raise prices due to taxes or inflation, 
never for profit. He was loved by his cus-
tomers; many of them became friends and 
included him in their lives as evidenced by 

the many wedding and graduation invites.
Leo traded commodities since the '80s. 

He infamously tried to get WTI Crude Oil 
futures contracts physically delivered. He 
was also a successful stockpicker with 
returns outperforming most market bench-
marks and hedge funds. You would not have 
known he was a successful investor because 
he never spent any money on himself. He 
contributed to many causes and gave to his 
community.

If there was one thing Leo would boast 
about, it would be his garden. He would 
gladly show you photos of his vegetables. 
His garden was a magical canopy of loo-
fahs hanging over 4 feet long and rows of 
wintermelons weighing over 20 pounds. He 
was also a beekeeper. He coincidentally saw 
the queen bee exiting and coaxed her back 
in! He suffered the consequences but said 
it was worth it as the queen decided to stay. 

Only after he retired, did he travel to 
visit friends and enjoy cruises. He also loved 
fishing. He took his nieces/nephews fishing 
(summer and winter), oftentimes returning 
emptyhanded but not so much when he 
went without them. He simply enjoyed it 
and shared his joy with others.

Leo was a maverick who always gave 
more than received. He was kind and con-
siderate. The nicest person that you would 
ever meet. He will be deeply missed by his 
family, friends, and his community.

Services were held on Feb. 19, 2022, in 
Saint Paul. ♦

 In fond memory of Leo from the old Cathay Chow Mein crew
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Remembering Nixon’s visit to China after half a century
Source:  Asia Times | Feb. 23, 2022

Between the Olympics and the Ukraine-
Russia crisis, the 50th anniversary of US 
president Richard Nixon’s visit to China has 
not received the attention it deserves.  That 
event not only helped transform China and 
US-China relations, but it played a major 
role in “winning” the Cold War and usher-
ing in a new, multipolar, globalized system. 

Yet as the “New Cold War” with China 
solidifies, there has never been a more 
important time to reflect on Nixon’s 1972 
visit to Beijing.

It was perhaps the boldest leap for 
American diplomacy in the 20th century.  
The visit featured one of the most right-
wing, anti-communist figures in American 
politics sitting down to chat amiably with 
the world’s most preeminent exponent of 
Communist revolution.

This diplomatic maneuver amounted to 
such a radical turnabout in US foreign policy 
that Nixon’s national security adviser Henry 
Kissinger was at pains to keep the State 
Department completely in the dark.  Kiss-
inger deserves ample credit for successfully 
paving the way for the trip with his secret 
visit to the Chinese capital in July 1971 that 
made the subsequent Nixon visit possible.

It is easily forgotten that America in 
1972 was a nation in deep crisis – one 
that was arguably deeper than its national 
predicament today.  The horrors, humili-
ation, and national trauma of the Vietnam 
War were much more intense than today’s 
endless wars.  Moreover, racial tensions, 

poverty, a stagnating economy, and rising 
crime contributed to the sense of entrenched 
American malaise.

Yet the surprise visit to Beijing helped 
give America its “mojo” back, appearing as 
it did to demonstrate Americans’ willing-
ness to rethink old assumptions and strive 
for making peace with old enemies, even 
in East Asia.  True, American leaders were 
to be later disappointed that China was 
unable to “deliver” a negotiated end to the 
Vietnam War.

Even if the visit could not solve the burn-
ing Vietnam question, however, Nixon’s trip 
still had immense and positive geopolitical 
consequences. 

Strategically, the Kremlin faced the 
prospect of adversaries on two fronts.  By 
demonstrating the willingness to work di-
rectly with Beijing, Washington’s message 
to Moscow was not subtle: Either moderate 
Soviet global ambitions or the US would 
help energize China’s deepening struggle 
against the USSR.

Such signals helped to restrain the 
Cold War, inaugurating a period of détente 
between the superpowers.  Even when the 
Cold War heated up again in the 1980s, the 
US was able to reap the benefits of the USSR 
expending enormous resources to fortify its 
long border with China.

This proved to be skillful chess, for sure, 
but today the decisions made relating to the 
thorny Taiwan question may turn out to be 
even more consequential and, therefore, 

deserve careful scrutiny.  
During the initial meeting between Mao 

Zedong and Richard Nixon on February 21, 
there is an interesting exchange about Tai-
wan, when Mao observes that “our common 
old friend … Chiang Kai Shek … calls us 
communist bandits.”  Nixon seems to make 
an artful dodge by replying, “What does the 
Chairman call Chiang Kai Shek?”

After a short response by Zhou Enlai, 
China’s premier, Mao ends the exchange 
by asserting: “Actually, the history of our 
friendship with him is much longer than the 
history of your friendship with him.”

This not particularly subtle jab by Mao 
was certainly intended to remind Nixon 
that the Taiwan issue must be viewed as 
part of the Chinese Civil War and not as an 
international dispute.

The Shanghai Communiqué, signed on 
the very last day of Nixon’s visit, states quite 
clearly: “The United States acknowledges 
that all Chinese on either side of the Taiwan 
Strait maintain there is but one China and 
that Taiwan is a part of China.”

In the same document, the US also 
acceded to the “ultimate objective of the 
withdrawal of all US forces and military 
installations from Taiwan.”  That was not 
an easy concession, moreover, since the US 
had used Taiwan as an “unsinkable aircraft 
carrier” since at least 1950, and even had 
stationed nuclear weapons on Taiwan to 
ensure its defense from mainland China 
during the 1960s. 

Consistent with these agreements, for-
mal relations were inaugurated between 
China and the US six years later in 1979, 
when all the US forces had been withdrawn 
and the defense treaty linking Washington 
and Taipei had been abrogated.

During Nixon’s meeting with Mao on 
February 21, the US president emphasized 
that neither country posed any threat to 
the other. He then observed: “We can find 
common ground, despite our differences, 
to build a world structure in which both 
[countries] can be safe to develop in our 
own way on our own roads.”

Nixon’s visit to China represents the 
acme of skillful strategy and should be 
studied closely at diplomatic academies 
around the world.  By helping to steer China 
in a constructive direction, and creating 
the basis for stable US-China relations and 
better functioning world political system 
generally, the achievement stands up ex-
traordinarily well after 50 years. 

To preserve that peace, however, a new 
generation of Washington strategists must 
understand the importance of America’s 
original extrication in 1972 from the Chi-
nese Civil War.  The fashionable tendency in 
Washington to offer more and more support 
to Taiwan against China is not only the un-
doing of Nixon’s fine diplomatic legacy, but 
it also courts a disastrous war with China. ♦

Lessons from Nixon's historic China visit still relevant 
against any return to isolationist strategies
Source: China Daily | Feb 23, 2022

Former US president Richard Nixon's 
visit to China in 1972 offers key lessons 
that remain relevant amid the current tense 
relations between China and the US, ana-
lysts said.

This week marks the 50th year of the 
historic visit that normalized relations be-
tween the two countries.  Analysts said that 
by reaching out to China, Nixon proved that 
"isolationist strategies" will not benefit the 
two sides.

According to Joe Thomas Karackattu, 
associate professor and faculty in-charge of 
the China Studies Centre at the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology Madras (IIT-Madras), the 
1972 Nixon visit was "a critical moment in 
terms of abandoning rigidities in the Cold 

War's ideological 
camps".

K a r a c k a t t u 
said the meeting 
between China and 
US leaders also 
signaled to the 
world that "isola-
tionist strategies 
were not useful 
in furthering the 
larger cause of 
people's lives".

Peter Ngeow 
Chow Bing, direc-
tor of the Institute 
of China Studies at 
the Kuala Lumpur-
based University 
of Malaya, said the 

1972 visit had "a major impact" on global 
geopolitics, noting that the US' decision to 
engage with China rather than isolating it 
was the "right choice".

He cited Southeast Asian countries, 
China's closest neighbors, and how this 
visit also encouraged them to reach out to 
China. Malaysia established diplomatic ties 
with China in 1974, while Thailand and the 
Philippines followed suit a year later.

"That legacy (of engaging with China) is 
still … relevant today," Ngeow said.

Relations between the two countries 
have soured in the past few years.  The trade 
war, the US diplomatic boycott of the Winter 
Olympics and disagreements over Taiwan 
and Xinjiang have frayed bilateral relations.

Ngeow said China-US relations have 
been through "drastic transformation" since 
the 1972 visit.  But he believes the spirit of 
that historic visit needs "to be respected" 
and that both countries have to find a way 
to manage the differences that will stabilize 
the bilateral relationship.

Austin Ong, program manager of 
Manila-based think-tank the Integrated 
Development Studies Institute, said that 
despite their differences both Nixon and 
late Chinese leader Mao Zedong realized 
their "best hope" to navigate the challenges 
of their times was to "work together and 
manage their differences".

This, he said, ushered in a golden decade 
in China-US relations that benefited Ameri-
cans and Chinese as well as other peoples.

But nowadays, Ong said the average 
American and Chinese "believe that they 
know more about the other.”

"Many of these perceptions are distorted 
as they are based on preconceived images of 
each other (as portrayed) by the mainstream 
media," he said.

In a press briefing on Feb 21, China's 
Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Wang 
Wenbin said Nixon's visit "ended the long 
estrangement between the two countries."

Wang said the root cause of the current 
problems between China and the US is that 
some people in the US, based on seriously 
misguided perceptions of China, regard 
China as a major strategic competitor or 
even an "imaginary enemy" and want to 
contain China in all dimensions.

"I want to stress that China's develop-

ment only aims to provide a better life for 
the Chinese people, not to challenge or re-
place the US.  The US side should not seek 
to change or even suppress China," he said.

Karackattu of IIT-Madras said bilat-
eral relations have been beneficial for both 
sides as seen in the rise of their trade and 
economic ties.

China is currently the US' top trading 
partner.  According to the Office of the US 
Trade Representative, trading in goods be-
tween the two amounted to $559.2 billion 
in 2020, while trade in services totaled an 
estimated $56 billion.

But Karackattu said Nixon's visit was 
not the sole factor that strengthened the 
relationship between the two countries.  
He said China and the US "invested years 
of effort" to promote people-to-people ties 
and trade and commerce.

"Those efforts shaped the future of 
the bilateral relationship at the turn of this 
century, and in many ways attenuated the 
ambiguity away from political opportunism 
around many important issues," he said.

Karackattu said the 1972 visit laid the 
foundation for a relationship that grew in 
strength from the iteration of economic 
interdependence over the next few decades.

"That yielded a certain kind of relation-
ship.  However, the choice of zero-sum 
strategic competition over economic inter-
dependence, as has been practiced in recent 
years, has resulted in the downturn that we 
are seeing from the last few years.  Only 
a change in approach could help reset the 
relationship," he said. ♦

Staff members chat behind Chinese and US flags displayed at the 
2021 China International Fair for Trade in Services in Beijing, on Sept 
4, 2021. [Photo/Agencies]
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Xiangxi Miao Drum Dance in China
Part 1: Drum music and the various forms of dances
By Bu Aihua and Yang Zhiqing | Center for Hunan Cultural Heritage at Huaihua University | contributors

Xiangxi Miao drum dance is one of the 
most appealing and distinctive folk arts in 
Xiangxi Miao regions of western Hunan 
Province of China with a history of thou-
sands of years.  Bred from Miao farming 
culture, it can be dated back to the Qin and 
Han dynasties.  During wartime and ethnic 
migrations of generations, Miao people who 
entered into Xiangxi regions of western 
Hunan Province brought Miao drum dance 
to the banks of the Mengdong River in Yup-
ing Mountain.  Since then, a unique Xiangxi 
Miao drum dance emerged. 

Xiangxi Miao drum dance is rich and 
colorful with distinctive regional charac-
teristics that reflect the enjoyment of the 
rustic life of Xiangxi Miao people, who use 
drums as props and dance with the rhythms 
and beats of the drumming.  The drum is 
the symbol of spirit, and the drum dance is 
the expression of courage, wisdom, strength 
and the love of life.  It is a perfect combi-
nation of music, dance, sports, martial arts 
and other art forms.  It can be performed in 
solo or in groups, which is widely spread 
in Fenghuang, Huayuan, Baojing counties, 
Jishou city and other Xiangxi regions of 
western Hunan Province.  In 2006, Xiangxi 
Miao drum dance was included in the first 
batch of national intangible cultural heritage 
protection items in China. 

The body of Xiangxi Miao drum is large 
and round, symbolizing the self-confidence, 
reunion, unity and enjoyment of Miao 
people, and the shape of the drum is plump 
and ruddy, symbolizing the joy, jubilation 
and auspiciousness of Miao ethnic groups.  
The sound of the drum is clear, loud and 
powerful, symbolizing the happy, beautiful 
and prosperous life of Miao nation.  The 
drum dance replicates the daily and labor-
ing life of Miao people in western Hunan 
Province through the vivid and narrative 
performances, which is said to be a histori-
cal picture of Xiangxi Miao ethnic groups 
in western Hunan Province.

The Miao drum dance is performed 
on different occasions.  They are usually 
performed to celebrate festivals, or worship 
God or ancestors, or welcome guests, or at 
weddings and funerals, etc.  As to festivals 
such as New Year, Ganqiu Festival “赶秋
节,” Zhuiniu Festival “椎牛节,” Harvest 
Festival, Xiangxi Miao people traditionally 
perform drum dance as a special way o ex-
press their happiness, unity and satisfaction. 

Xiangxi Miao drum music
Xiangxi Miao drum music is created 

through its specific rhythms, speed, strength, 
beats and the other changes in sound, etc.  
Different from other Chinese drum music, 
one of the most prominent ways to play 
Xiangxi Miao drum is to beat the drum edge 
(dabian “打边”) and the drum at the same 
time, which shows two different rhythms 
and timbres from the same drum.  The main 
rhythm of the drumming is accompanied 
by the rhythm of beating the edge all the 
way through.

Dabian “打边”
Beating the drum edge ̠  dabian “打边”is 

the most important component in Xiangxi 
Miao drum music.  Through beating the 
wooden drum edge the sound forms a strong 
contrast with the main drumming sound 
to render the mood and atmosphere of the 
whole drum music, which not only achieve 
the effect of unifying the drum rhythms, but 
also accompanying the drum music all the 
way around.

Generally speaking, there are two dif-
ferent ways of dabian by the Xiangxi Miao 
people, i.e., beating the drum edge with 
one hand or with both hands.  If the player 
uses one hand, it is called dadanbian “打
单边.”  The rhythms and beats are strong 
and fast, or weak and slow.  The slow beats 
are clear between the strong and weak with 
very strong rhythms, while the fast beats 
are cheerful and lively.  If the player uses 
both hands, it is called dashuanbian “打双
边.”  The rhythms and beats are fast or slow 
to create a warm, enthusiastic and cheerful 
atmosphere.  Usually, before a drum dance, 
dabian is first employed as a prelude to strike 
up the performance.  Sometimes in order 
to strengthen the beats to create a stronger, 
enthusiastic and cheerful atmosphere, some 
Xiangxi Miao people, such as in Fenghuang 
County, generally beat the drum edge on the 
same drum with two players.

Drumming
Drumming is the main rhythm in 

Xiangxi Miao drum dance.  The beats of the 
drumming are mostly in odd numbers.  The 
basic rhythms include one-beat drumming 
“一点鼓,” three-beat drumming “三点鼓,” 
five-beat drumming “五点鼓,” seven-beat 
drumming “七点鼓,” nine-beat drumming 
“九点鼓,” eleven-beat drumming “十一点

鼓.”   The rhythms of the beats are some-
times strong and intense, fast-paced, just like 
pearls falling on a jade plate, sometimes soft 
and soothing, slow-paced, just like spring 
tinkling, sometimes warm, happy and lively 
like a cheerful and light-hearted kid, which 
fully manifests Xiangxi Miao people’s char-
acters of being happy and simple, frank and 
honest, warm and hospitable, love and hate, 
brave and positive, etc.  The rhythms of the 
drumming are as follows:

One-beat drumming, often employed 
as a starting drumming, and the rhythm is:

The forms of Xiangxi Miao 
drum dance

The most eye-catching part of Xiangxi 
Miao drum dance is the performers who 
are dressed in their best drumming outfits, 
usually dance while playing drum.  Though 
the performance is based on a single drum 
on most occasions, the number of perform-
ers may be different.  There are commonly 
four forms of Xiangxi Miao drum dance 
according to the number of the performers 
in Xiangxi Miao regions, such as Solo Drum 
Dance “单人鼓舞,” Double Drum Dance “
双人鼓舞,” Drum Dance for Four “四人
鼓舞” Reunion Drum Dance “团圆鼓舞.”

Solo Drum Dance
Solo Drum Dance is the most favorite 

and popular in Xiangxi Miao regions. The 
drum head faces forward.  There are two 
forms in Solo Drum Dance. One is that one 
performer drums while dancing, meanwhile, 
the other performer only beats the drum 
edge dabian).  The second form is that 
two performers drum symmetrically while 
dancing, or one performer drums while 
dancing, and the other only dance with the 
drum rhythm as a foil.  There also can be a 
performer doing dabian while the dancers 
perform.

Women's Solo Drum Dance and Men's 
Solo Drum Dance are most common in 
Xiangxi Miao regions, and are usually 
performed at Spring Festival, or the other 
festivals and celebrations.  Sometimes, 
gongs and some other musical instruments 
are played together with the drumming in 
order to create a warmer and jubilant atmo-
sphere.  The women’s performance is more 
light-footed, lively and cheerful.  Whereas, 
the men's is more vigorous and powerful.  
Sometimes, in men’s dances, the performer 
drums only with both hands, even boxing 
the drum powerfully, which is called bare-
handed drum dance.  Monkey Drum Dance, 
in particular, is one of the most striking 
performances in Men’s Solo Drum Dance.  
It is the most primitive Xiangxi Miao drum 
dance, from which some other forms of 
drum dance were evolved, such as the solo, 
the double, and the group as well.  

In Monkey Drum Dance, the performer 
is dressed like a monkey and imitates a 
monkey’s movements.  He dances like a 
monkey while drumming.  The most typical 
imitated movements are like making a stage 
pose, swing, twisting, whirling, picking 
peaches, scratching the itches the cheeks, 
playing a drum, playing on the swings, 
throwing stones to scare people, and all 
that, which looks very funny and witty.  The 
performance is very demanding because of 
the highly challenging movements.  The 
rhythms and beats are light and quick. 

 
Double Drum Dance

Double Drum Dance is more prevalent 
in Fenghuang County s.  Different from Solo 
Drum Dance, the drum stands sideways with 
the performers drumming and dancing on 
both sides of the drum symmetrically.  There 
are men’s and women’s double drum dances.  
The men’s are rougher and more powerful, 
the women’s are lovelier and more cheerful.  
The performers are well-synchronized and 
beat on both sides or the same side of the 
drum at the same time, or one drums and 
dances while the other only dances along.  
In Fenghuang County, customarily, during 
the Spring Festival, the bridegroom needs to 
take the bride to pay a New Year's visit to his 
parents-in-law.  The bride’s home villagers 
would set a roadblock with a long red ribbon 
intentionally at the entrance of the village, 
namely kaluo (“卡罗”).  Before entering 
the village, besides singing folk songs with 
each other, the couple needs to perform the 
kaluo double drum dance together to show 
their happiness and harmony.  This unique 
drum dance requires both groom and bride 
be synchronized in rhythms and beats while 
drumming and dancing.

Xiangxi Miao drum dance to celebrate a festival---photo from www.baidu.com

or

Eleven-beat drumming: 

or

or

Three-beat drumming:

Five-beat drumming:

Seven-beat drumming:

Nine-beat drumming: 

Monkey Drum Dance---photo by Huang 
Qiong

Continued on page 9

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huaihua_University
https://www.baidu.com/


March 2022 / PAGE 9www.chinainsight.info arts & culture

wellsfargo.com/locator

You have exciting plans for the future. Now all you need is the 
financial guidance to put them into motion. Count on Wells Fargo to 
help you achieve your goals — whatever they may be.

Visit us and let’s have a conversation about what’s important to you.

© 2022 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC . IHA-7213403

Moving your future forward

The Miao people (苗族) 
are one of 56 official ethnic 
minority groups in China.  
They are the fifth largest 
minority group.  The larg-
est group is the Han, which 
makes up approximately 
92% of the Chinese popu-
lation.  In 2010, the Sixth 
National Population Census 
of the People’s Republic of 
China reported there were 
close to 9.5 million Miao 
people living in Guizhou, 
Hunan, Yunnan, Guangxi, 
Sichuan, Hainan, Hubei, 
Guangdong provinces.

The Hmong is one of 
three distinct groups within the Miao 
tribe.  There are approximately 90,000 
Hmong in Minnesota.  Most reside 
within the Twin Cities.  Saint Paul has 
the largest urban Hmong population 
within the U.S. and they refer to them-
selves as Hmong, not Miao.  They first 
arrived in Minnesota in the mid-1970s 
after enduring decades of war trauma, 
and some have suffered years of con-

finement in Thai refugee 
camps.

According to the Min-
nesota Historical Society’s 
MNopedia site, “Credit 
for the large Twin Cities 
Hmong population may be 
owed to the area’s progres-
sive attitude, as well as its 
economic and educational 
opportunities … organi-
zations like the Catholic 
Charities, Lutheran Social 
Services, Church World 
Services, and other groups 
and individuals generous-
ly provided the newcom-
ers with basic necessities 

such as housing, furniture, household 
utensils, food, and clothing.  Others 
volunteered as English tutors and 
transporters.”

The China Friendship Garden at 
Phalen Regional Park in Saint Paul 
reflects the Hmong connection to China 
with the beautiful carved pink granite 
Hmong Heritage Wall, next to the Xiang 
Jiang Pavilion. ♦

Drum Dance for Four 
Drum Dance for Four is particularly ap-

pealing in Jishou City.  The drum is specially 
made with four drum heads.  The perform-
ers could be four men, or four women, or 
mixed two men and two women standing 
staggered.  They perform on each side of the 
drum respectively with symmetrical dance 
movements and drumming.  They need 
to coordinate well in great harmony with 
the same drum rhythms and beats.  After 
performing a round, the performers rotate 
their positions clockwise around the drum. 

  
Reunion Drum Dance 

Reunion Drum Dance is an ancient 
group dance that is very popular in Gu-
zhang County, especially during the Spring 
Festival.  Villagers perform Reunion Drum 
Dance to welcome the new year.  The drum 
is bigger than those in other forms of drum 
performances and the drum head faces up-
ward.  There is only one drummer, and the 

other performers would dance to the drum 
rhythms and beats.  The drummer is always 
the most venerable elder of the village.  
The rhythms and beats are simple, free and 
joyful, repeated at will, and people dance 
around the big drum.  The more participants, 
the better.  The dance movements are mainly 
waist swing and hand swing, which can be 
divided into big swing, small swing and fine 
swing.  Men usually dance in a big swing 
and around the inner circle if there are more 
participants, while women usually dance 
in a small or fine swing around the outer 
circle.  Everyone dances and sings to the 
drum rhythms and beats, chanting "Ahe! 
Ahe! Ahe. (啊嗬! 啊嗬! 啊嗬!)” loudly and 
joyfully.  Participants could also go from 
inner to outer circles or dance in the opposite 
direction after a round.

 Part II in the April China Insight will 
cover the meaning and roles of drum dance 
and drum dance movements. ♦

Xiangxi Miao Drum 
Dance in China
Continued from page 8

Drum Dance for four----- photo from https://image.so.com/

Reunion Drum Dance in Guzhang County --- photo from www.huaxia.com

Thank you for reading China Insight!

Minnesota Hmong-Miao connection

Young Lillah Vang, Twin 
Cities, in traditional 
Hmong attire

Professor Bu Aihua is the head of International office, Centre for Hongkong, Macau 
and Taiwan Exchange as well as the dean of International School of Huaihua University 
where The Center for Hunan Cultural Heritage is located. She spent 2017 in Minnesota 
as a visiting scholar at Minnesota University and Concordia University.  In recent years, 
her major research interest covers translation and dissemination of Chinese Culture, bi-
culturalism and bicultural active living lifestyle with a special focus on the Hmong youth 
in western part of Hunan Province and the state of Minnesota.

Yang Zhiqing is the director of Cultural Centre of Huaihua City.  He is also a senior 
research fellow and his research interest focuses on the protection, inheritance, innovation 
and development of Chinese culture.

https://www.wellsfargo.com/locator/
https://image.so.com/
https://www.huaxia.com/
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Susan Blumberg-Kason is the author 
of “Good Chinese Wife: A Love Affair 
with China Gone Wrong” and co-edited 
“Hong Kong Noir.” 

As a child, she dreamed of visiting 
China and Hong Kong and eventually, 
went to study Mandarin and received 
a Master of Philosophy in Govern-
ment and Public Administration from 
the Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
where she also researched emerging 
women’s rights.  She’s a freelance 
journalist now based in the Chicago 
suburbs, where she is also an elected 
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“The Impossible City: A Hong Kong Memoir” by Karen 
Cheung
Reviewed by Susan Blumberg-Kason | Asian Review of Books | Jan. 29, 2022

Author: Karen Cheung 
Publisher: Random House
Publication date: March 2022
Hardcover: 352 pages

Karen Cheung is a writer and journalist from Hong Kong.  Her essays, 
cultural criticism, and reported features have appeared on This American 
Life and in The New York Times, Foreign Policy, and other publications.  
She was formerly a reporter at Hong Kong Free Press covering politics 
and legal affairs and was co–founding editor of Still / Loud, an indie 
magazine about culture and music in Hong Kong.

Cheung is a graduate (Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Laws) of The 
University of Hong Kong.

Karen Cheung’s new book, “The Impos-
sible City: A Hong Kong Memoir,” about 
growing up and coming of age in a city she 
feels is like no other, is characterized by a 
narrative style both intimate and candid.  
It’s hard to avoid being swept up by her 
story from the beginning as she describes 
the day of the Handover in 1997 when she 
was four years old.  

Summers in Hong Kong always 
heave with rain, but on this first of 
July, the downpour feels deliberate, 
overdone.  The water is charg-
ing down the steps, drenching our 
concrete pavements, dripping from 
the banyan trees.  The observatory 
hoists the black rainstorm signal, 
to warn us of tumbling landslides.  
It is too neat a metaphor, but still 
we’re pointing to the sky, mumbling 
to ourselves: It’s crying.
Cheung covers the next 20 years or so 

as “that space when so much felt possible” 
and when, at least as she portrays it, young 
people were forging a new (post-colonial) 
identity.  Cheung herself had a troubled 
childhood and adolescence, later salved by 
music and ultimately her writing — a story 
that is in many ways a unique consequence 
of Hong Kong’s particular situation, but 
nevertheless entirely relatable to young 
adults of other places and epochs that face 
such challenges as fitting in, dealing with 
mental health issues, political disappoint-
ment, and navigating dysfunctional families.  
Her story is a welcome counterpart to nar-
ratives that portray Hong Kong as either 
as exotic or, more recently, as dystopian.  
Although she writes about various protest 
movements going back to 2003, also a year 
that was plagued by the deaths of Hong 
Kong icons Leslie Cheung and Anita Mui, 
she also, by merging memoir and observa-
tion, goes far beyond the issues that make 

international headlines.
It took Cheung a long time to feel like 

she belonged in Hong Kong.  Cheung’s 
mother was from Wuhan and had moved to 
Shenzhen where she was working at a res-
taurant when she met Cheung’s Hong Kong 
father.  Cheung herself was born across the 
border in Shenzhen, moved to Hong Kong 
as an infant and was raised mainly by her 
paternal grandmother.  Cheung’s father 
had secured Singaporean passports for the 
family before the Handover; her mother and 
brother moved to Singapore while Cheung 
would stay back with her father and grand-
mother in To Kwa Wan, near what was then 
Kai Tak Airport, to attend school.  This split 
hit her hard.  “Neither of my parents wanted 
me.  My mother chose the boy, and my father 
had no idea what to do with me.”

Her primary school years were spent at 
the Singapore International School on Hong 
Kong Island.  Most of her classmates lived 
in luxury, while Cheung split her time be-
tween two flats in To Kwa Wan: her father’s 
flat and the family’s ancestral home.

There is another flat just five 
minutes away where my aunt lives, 
in a walk-up tong lau that smells of 
incense and is cloaked in a dampness 
that never leaves its dark staircases.  
It is the ancestral apartment that has 
been in my family for five decades.  
I am here every day during the time 
after school till before bed, because 
it is where my father is not.
Cheung’s relationship with her father 

was difficult. He had an angry streak and 
played music late into the night — often un-
til 3a.m. — which kept Cheung from getting 
adequate sleep before school.  Some time 
later, her father’s finances suffered, so for 
high school she moved to the conservative 
Christian secondary school her father and 
aunt attended decades earlier in Kowloon 

Tong. The dress code was strict and the 
teachers also preached that queer students 
would go to hell.

Despite her love for her grandmother, 
she still didn’t know her mother or brother 
very well and had very little to do with her 
father.  It was only when she moved out to 
attend the University of Hong Kong that 
she finally felt free, even though she would 
move many times over the next six years and 
live with 22 different roommates.

Nevertheless, depression set in and dur-
ing her university years she felt the need 
for medical treatment for her depression; 
Cheung was suddenly swept into Hong 
Kong’s public mental health system.

I had imagined a mental health 
recovery space with comfortable 
rooms, open grounds, and wide 
windows, not an ill-lit ward with 
mumbling patients.  It feels like I’m 
being punished, but for what I’m 
not sure.
Although the fees were very low, the 

normal wait to get an appointment was more 
than two years.  Over 300,000 people are in 
Hong Kong’s public mental health system 
with only 400 psychiatrists in the territory.

Cheung worked as a journalist after she 
graduated with a degree in law and litera-
ture; she places the mental health system in 
Hong Kong into a larger perspective, noting 
that suicide among students skyrocketed 
starting in the early-2010s and that the 
stigma and lack of mental health support 
services in Hong Kong may play a greater 
role in these tragedies than people admit.

She eventually discovered the indie 
music scene which served her as a calm-
ing force; she ironically became a music 
lover thanks to her father.  She describes the 
abandoned Kwun Tong industrial buildings 
where bands would perform, changing up as 
they were discovered and kicked out by the 

authorities, and the sense of community she 
gained from attending these gigs.

The melodies cut through my 
cloudy thoughts.  I have cheered and 
cried and screamed at these shows, 
the only space that allowed for a full 
spectrum of my emotions.  Standing 
in the second row and mouthing 
the lyrics to the song, I found out 
that if the music was loud enough, I 
wouldn’t be able to hear the noises 
in my own head. Nothing I tried 
later in life—meditating, drinking, 
praying — worked better than this.
Cheung explains at the start of her mem-

oir that she never thought she would write a 
book about Hong Kong.  Yet as she thought 
about her coming-of-age years and how they 
neatly coincided with Hong Kong’s first 
two decades after the handover, she worried 
she would one day forget.  She changed her 
mind; it was a good choice. ♦
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“Along the Southern Boundary: A Marine Police Officer’s 
Frontline Account of the Vietnamese Boatpeople and 
their Arrival in Hong Kong” by Les Bird
Reviewed by Susan Blumberg-Kason | Asian Review of Books | January 18, 2022

Author: Les Bird 
Publisher: Blacksmith Books
Publication date: March 2022
Softcover: 128 pages

Les Bird was born in 1951 in England.  He joined the Royal Hong Kong 
Police	in	1976	and	served	for	two	decades	in	the	lead-up	to	the	change	of	
sovereignty.		As	a	rural	officer	in	the	remote	fishing	town	of	Tai	O,	he	was	
involved in bringing in Vietnamese refugees along the Southern Boundary, 
and	he	chased	down	the	“big	flyer”	daai	fei	smuggling	speedboats	that	
carried stolen luxury cars across Mirs Bay to China. 
His	2020	memoir,	“A	Small	Band	of	Men,”	tells	readers	what	it	was	like	
to be a colonial policeman at a time when the sun was setting on the 
British Empire.
Bird is married with two daughters and still lives in Hong Kong.  His father 
was part of the British Royal Navy force that came to Hong Kong in August 
1945 at the end of the Japanese military occupation and subsequently 
helped in the policing of the territory throughout 1946.

About the reviewer

Susan Blumberg-Kason is the author 
of “Good Chinese Wife: A Love Affair 
with China Gone Wrong” and co-edited 
“Hong Kong Noir.” 

As a child, she dreamed of visiting 
China and Hong Kong and eventually, 
went to study Mandarin and received 
a Master of Philosophy in Govern-
ment and Public Administration from 
the Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
where she also researched emerging 
women’s rights.  She’s a freelance 
journalist now based in the Chicago 
suburbs, where she is also an elected 
trustee of her public library as well. 

By most standards, David Tran is an 
American success story.  A major in the 
South Vietnamese Army, he escaped to the 
United States in the late 1970s and went 
on to become a billionaire from his world-
famous Sriracha hot sauce.  Tran’s success 
is also a Hong Kong story.

Former Hong Kong Marine Police Of-
ficer Les Bird includes Tran’s story, among 
many others, in his new book, “Along the 
Southern Boundary: A Marine Police Of-
ficer’s Frontline Account of the Vietnam-
ese Boatpeople and their Arrival in Hong 
Kong.”  Bird and his colleagues were often 
the first people in Hong Kong to spot and 
help these refugees, so he has a unique per-
spective and shows how the history of the 
Vietnamese refugees is also closely linked 
to Hong Kong’s own modern history, i.e., 
how tiny Hong Kong took on an open role 
in international politics by sheltering more 
than 200,000 Vietnamese refugees when 
the rest of the world all but turned its back. 

The Hong Kong Marine Police was de-
veloped back in the 1840s before there was 
a need for land police.  After all, the waters 
around Hong Kong had been populated by 
pirates for hundreds of years before Hong 
Kong became a British colony.  By the time 
Bird joined the Hong Kong Marine Police 
in 1976, a new development was just tak-
ing place on the South China Sea: mass 
migration from Vietnam following the fall 
of Saigon.

At first Bird and his fellow officers en-
countered smaller boats of refugees trying 
to enter Hong Kong water.  In 1977 and the 
first part of 1978, about 1200 Vietnamese 
refugees sailed to Hong Kong, a place that 
had long been a refuge for people fleeing 
unrest.

We would offer First Aid to the 
refugees from my police launch’s 
tiny First Aid box — which, in those 
days, contained no more than a box 

of plasters, a bottle of iodine and 
a packet of aspirin.  This trickle of 
small vessels into Hong Kong was 
not seen as much of a problem for 
the Marine Police.  These few refugee 
boats were not more than a minor 
distraction.
Throughout the book, Bird also includes 

firsthand accounts from his fellow Marine 
Police officers and from former refugees 
who have since settled in the west or were 
repatriated to Vietnam. In one account, an 
inspector named Ross Mitchell recalls his 
first meeting with Vietnamese refugees.

I had never seen a Vietnamese 
vessel before, let alone one full of 
refugees. “What made you come 
here?” I asked. “What made you 
come to Tai O?”

“That,” said the man, painting 
up at the British flag flying above the 
police station. “When we saw that 
flag, we knew we were safe.”
Yet by the end of 1978, it had turned 

into an international crisis.  Bird writes of 
Taiwanese captains bringing 2000-3000 
Vietnamese refugees to Hong Kong at a 
time, crammed into every corner of old ships 
that should have been decommissioned 
years earlier.  When the Hong Kong govern-
ment refused to allow these large numbers 
of refugees to land — sometimes mooring 
in Hong Kong waters for several months 
with no end in sight — the international 
community expressed outrage.  The Hong 
Kong government gave in and by 1979 were 
sheltering more than 30,000 Vietnamese 
refugees.

Many of the early Vietnamese refugees 
were ethnically Chinese; many spoke Can-
tonese.  But the huge number was getting 
difficult for Hong Kong to handle.  The UN 
convened a meeting about the refugee crisis 
in Geneva in mid-1979.  Sir Murray MacLe-
hose, the Governor of Hong Kong, attended 

along with representatives from around the 
world.  Vietnam also sent a representative 
and, under international pressure, promised 
to stop supporting the traffickers.

As Bird writes, those big boat ventures 
stopped, but China’s attempted invasion of 
Vietnam that same year just worsened the 
refugee crisis.  Chinese Vietnamese were 
persecuted more than ever and sought out 
Hong Kong, and for good reason.

The Hong Kong Government, 
with backing from London, declared 
itself a “port of first asylum.”  This 
meant that no Vietnamese refugees 
arriving in Hong Kong would be 
turned away and, once in Hong 
Kong, they could, with the assistance 
of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
organise resettlement in a third 
country.  With Singapore, Malaysia 
and Thailand quickly moving to shut 
their doors at the same time, Hong 
Kong became the “safe haven” — 
the destination of choice for Viet-
namese to start a new life.
The United States, tired of the refugee 

problem and, unlike its reaction during the 
big boat crisis, complained that the Hong 
Kong government was being too lenient 
with letting in Vietnamese refugees.  Hong 
Kong altered its refugee policy and by 1989 
Bird and his colleagues were given lami-
nated signs written in Vietnamese, Chinese 
and English to show to new arrivals.  These 
sheets explained that if the refugees chose 
to land in Hong Kong, they could be sent 
to closed detention centres if they were 
deemed to be economic and not political 
refugees — with the possibility of repatria-
tion.  Hong Kong built more than a dozen of 
these closed camps, some right in the middle 
of residential areas.  Fights sometimes broke 
out and the staff working at the camps were 
told to separate refugees from the north and 

south, but that proved difficult.
Most of Bird’s account of the refugee 

crisis takes place between 1979 and 1989.  
He includes colorful photos he and his 
colleagues took of the boats, refugees, and 
camps, all of which add to his vivid narra-
tive. Bird writes that many of the younger 
refugees now have no recollection nor 
photos of their time in Hong Kong and are 
grateful to Bird for his photos and stories of 
that era in Hong Kong.  Not all successes 
like David Tran, but the ones Bird spoke 
with reported being grateful to the Hong 
Kong Marine Police for their humane treat-
ment and the Hong Kong government for 
allowing them to dock and helping them to 
find new homes elsewhere.

Parallels between Afghanistan and 
Vietnam may be overdrawn, but the hu-
manitarian crises look all too similar.  Now, 
as then, refugees are being denied entry by 
the very countries that played a part in these 
exoduses, leaving smaller places — that 
weren’t involved in the first place — to bear 
the burden. ♦



PAGE 12 / March 2022 www.chinainsight.infowww.chinainsight.infocommunity
Lunar Year of the Tiger celebrated at Mall 
of America
By Will Ahern | contributor

Although the pandemic has dampened 
the ability to gather and celebrate together, 
the Lunar New Year was recently celebrated 
by many Chinese communities throughout 
the world.  This year, however, Mall of 
America joined in the celebration by holding 
its own 30-year anniversary.

The Year of the Tiger is not only cel-
ebrated in mainland China.  Any location 
with a large Chinese population such as 
Hong Kong, Macau, London, Taiwan, To-
ronto and Vancouver.  In the U.S., Chicago, 
Los Angeles, New York and San Francisco 
all have their own parades and activities 
welcoming the new year.

Mall of America in Bloomington, Minn., 
created a wonderful venue for the Twin 
Cities’ Chinese American community to 
celebrate with two days of performances.  
Dance, music, martial arts and song filled 
the Huntington Bank Rotunda with joyful 
energy on the weekend of 12th and 13th of 
February.

The annual event was especially buoy-
ant.  The audience was attentive and 
abundant in the Rotunda.  Not since pre-
pandemic has this sort of turnout been 
witnessed.  The performers sensed a new 
day as they were particularly energetic and 
meticulously costumed.  This year was truly 
about putting last year behind and looking 
forward to a new, better year.

The action-packed two-day program 
started off with a dragon dance winding 
through the entire Rotunda and concluding 
on the stage.  This boisterous performance 
brought the attention of people nearby on 
ALL levels of the mall to catch the goings 
on.  Twenty performances each day made 
for a colorful spectacle of exuberance and 
optimism.

Alliance of Minnesota Cbinese Or-
ganizations and Minnesota Huaxing Arts 
Group were producers of the Lunar New 
Year event. ♦

Minnesota Chinese International School 
(MICS) welcomes Year of the Tiger

 MICS welcomed the Chinese New Year 
with multiple celebrations held on January 
30th at the Minnesota Masonic Heritage 
Center located in Bloomington, MN.  In ad-
dition to traditional lion dances, red packets, 
performances, lucky draws, silent auctions, 
great food, and cultural activities, the school 
also celebrated the award ceremony of their 
First International Cup!

Passing through the red arches that 
framed the entrance to the Masonic Heritage 
Center, the festivity of the Spring Festival 
of the Year of the Tiger is evident as you 

strolled through the halls as all of your 
senses are awakened with the sights, sounds 
and aroma that permeate  the air. 

Affected by venue restrictions and the 
pandemic, MICS limited its invitations to 
a few VIP guests and leaders of local orga-
nizations and businesses but many happily 
showed up to safely and responsibly partici-
pate in the celebration. 

In addition to the carnival aspect of the 
new year celebration that included the taking 
of family photos and the custom of passing 
out of red envelopes, there were art exhibits, 

a temple fair, a silent auction 
along with many musical per-
formances culminating the 
first ever International Cup. ♦
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Twin Cities Chinese New Year celebrations
March 2022

Legendary Spice Hot Pot

Minnesota Orchestra presents 
Lunar New Year World Premier

Legendary Spice Hot Pot on Univer-
sity Ave., in Minneapolis recently hosted 
a Twin Cities Dumpling Feast to celebrate 
the Year of the Tiger and to expose the 
Chinese culture and holiday culture to the 
mainstream society, promote mutual ap-
preciation and understanding, encourage 
cultural exchanges    and further strengthen 
the friendship between China and the US.  It 
featured a fun experience of guests learning 
how to wrap Chinese dumplings, dumpling 
tasting, Chinese riddles, Chinese music, etc.

Although the event was limited in at-

tendance by COVID-19 guidelines many 
VIP guests from the Twin Cities political, 
business and educational fields, as well as 
leaders from the local Chinese and Hmong 
communities got together to enjoy a unique 
cross-cultural, festive Chinese New Year 
celebration. 

The event was jointly sponsored by the 
Association of Sino-American Neo cultural 
Exchange, Minnesota China Friendship 
Garden Society, US-China Peoples Friend-
ship Association – Minnesota Chapter and 
Legendary Spice Hot Pot. ♦

CAAM-Chinese Dance Theater 
presents “Songs of Home” at St. 
Kate’s O’Shaughnessy

The Minnesota Orchestra performed a 
pair of Lunar New Year concerts on Febru-
ary 5 and 6, with conductor Junping Qian 
leading the Orchestra in music that honors 
family traditions and themes of unity and 
health. The Feb. 5 concert included the 

world premiere performance of Gao Hong’s 
Guangxi Impression Concerto for Pipa and 
Orchestra, with the composer as soloist.  
The Feb. 6 “Relaxed Family Concert” was 
a slightly shorter version geared toward 
families. ♦

Twin Cities Chinese Dance Theater 
(TCCDC) performs “Rhythm of 
Spring IV”

TCCDC celebrated Chi-
nese Year with the “Rhythm 
of Spring IV” performance 
that was free to the public at 
Fridley High School.

The well-known and 
well-established dance the-
ater in the local Chinese 
community, TCCDC has 
executed many wonderful 
Chinese dance productions 
and won high acclaims by 
audiences of all kinds. ♦

The Chinese Association of Minnesota-
CDT’s production, “songs of Home,” 
showed the potential of Chinese dance and 
its capacity to move us towards the future 
through renewing our heritage with the spirit 
of innovation.

Attendees were able to experience an-
cient Chinese poetry and music from China.  
New and old friends of Chinese art forms 
were able to appreciate the radiating beauty 
from the convergence of dance, music and 
poetry. ♦

Urban Exhibition at the Landmark 
Center journeys to China

Urban Expedition returned in-person for 
its 18th season with a journey to China. On 
Feb. 20.  Guests were invited to get their 
free Urban Expedition passports and collect 
a stamp at each Urban Expedition activity 
for a chance to win a prize.  This event was 
done in partnership with CAAM Chinese 
Dance Theater.  

Urban Expedition is a part of Sundays at 
Landmark Center in St. Paul, an event series 
that is produced by Minnesota Landmarks, 
the nonprofit programming and manage-
ment agency for Landmark Center. Urban 
Expedition is sponsored by Ramsey County, 
Ecolab, and Xcel. ♦


