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Business & Economy

The 130th Canton Fair smooths global industrial 
and supply chains

It is, in fact, East meeting Middle East!  Yep, the award-winning dueling duo of the string world 
is back at The Cedar Cultural Center in mid-October to present a new album release concert.  
Details of the Gao Hong-Issam Rafea concert on p.12

Since 2001
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Continued on page 3
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NOW,
ONLINE
ONLY!

From Oct. 15 through Nov. 3, the 130th 
Canton Fair will be held both digitally and 
offline, merging online and in-person activi-
ties concurrently for the first time.

The theme for the 130th Canton Fair is 
“Canton Fair Global Share” ismeant to re-
flect the function and brand value of the fair.  
The idea came from its role in promoting 
global business and shared benefits.

The fair isChina’s premier trade promo-
tion platform and set to be an integrated 
offering for international businesses to 
discover the 51 exhibition sections across 
16 product categories along with a desig-
nated “rural vitalization zone” as well as 
the annual Canton Fair Design Awards (“CF 

Awards”) celebrations.
Chu Shijia, vice president 

and secretary general of the 
Canton Fair, and director general 
of China Foreign Trade Centre, 
pointed out that the Canton Fair 
aims to provide more quality 
products that meet the needs of 
domestic and international com-
munity.  Chu noted that since 
its establishment, the Canton 

Fair has been an important trade promotion 
platform for China to promote economic 
and trade exchanges with other countries, as 
well as to contribute to the development of 
an open economy for China and the world, 
jointly building the Belt and Road Initiative 
to create a shared future for mankind.

Merged exhibition format offers in-
creased options for buyers

According to the General Administra-
tion of Customs in China, the country's total 
imports and exports expanded 24.5% year-
on-year to USD 3.3 trillion from January to 
July this year.  With business opportunities 
rising alongside the uncertain challenges 
brought by the pandemic, the 130th Can-

ton Fair, through its online and offline 
showcases, will provide more options for 
buyers around the world, smoothing global 
industrial and supply chains.

The 2021 fall fair will have 12% more 
new products to join the mega onsite pre-
sentation of more than 20,000 leading local 
and industrial exhibitors that represent the 
best of China’s advanced manufacturing in-
dustry, enabling buyers to discover China’s 
comprehensive supply chain.

As all suppliers will display on a 24/7 
basis, the fair continues to invite buy-
ers to join its online celebration through 
livestreams, VR showrooms and multimedia 
product presentations on the official website.  
Buyers can also join the exhibitors’ onsite 
livestreams for an immersive experience.

Designated zone meets targeted needs
In recent years, China has been commit-

ted to poverty alleviation, eliminating abso-
lute poverty.  Further supporting formerly 
poor areas for a sustainable future, the third 
phase of the 130th Fair will see the launch of 
a “rural vitalization zone,” both online and 
offline, to showcase signature products with 

No East meeting West here!



PAGE 2 / October 2021 pronouncements www.chinainsight.info

Copyright 2021 ChinaInsight, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved.

ChinaInsight
Publisher:
Gregory J. Hugh 
ghugh@chinainsight.info

Manager of 
Operations/Circulation:
Richard He
rhe@chinainsight.info

Staff Writers:
Greg Hugh 
ghugh@chinainsight.info

Elaine Dunn
edunn@chinainsight.info

Contributors:
Will Ahern
articles@chinainsight.info

Pat Welsh 
articles@chinainsight.info

Production Editor:
Jennifer Nordin
jnordin@chinainsight.info

About ChinaInsight
ChinaInsight is a monthly English 
language newspaper fostering business 
and cultural harmony between China 
and the U.S.

ChinaInsight is a Member of The 
Minnesota Chapter of the Asian 
American Journalists Association 
(AAJA).

Submissions & 
Correspondence

ChinaInsight welcomes guest articles 
and letters to the editor. Correspondence 
should be addressed to:

ChinaInsight

750 Mainstreet, #230
Hopkins, MN 55343
Tel: 612-723-4872

articles@chinainsight.info

Letters to the editor become the property 
of ChinaInsight and may be edited for 
length and published. Articles will not be 
published without the express consent 
of the author.

N O T I C E  TO  R E A D E R S :  T h e 
views expressed in articles are the 
author’s and not necessarily those 
of ChinaInsight. Authors may have 
a business relationship with the 
companies or businesses they discuss.

Publisher’s Pronouncements

Sincerely, 

Gregory J. Hugh
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China Insight, Inc.

Greetings:

insight
Guaranteed

YES you can visit our website, www.chinainsight.info, to read the 
latest issue, but did you know you can have ChinaInsight delivered 
directly to your email inbox?

A digital subscription is FREE and brings a full year (10 issues) 
of new understanding about today’s China, from language to 
business opportunities.

10-2021

FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTIONS  

Getting to know you . . . 
 Who are you? What articles do you enjoy reading? 
China Insight would like to ensure our content matches your interests. Please take a few minutes to complete this poll so we can update our 
reader demographics. For your time, the first 10 respondents each month will receive a free annual subscription to China Insight. Winners will 
be notified by email. 

Entry form 

 Please send me free China Insight for a year if I am one of the first 10 respondents this month 
The top two articles that interested me the most in this issue are: 

 Page  Article title  
 Page  Article title  
 I would like to see more articles on  
                 

Employment 
Status 

 Student  Self-employed  Retired   Age  19 & under  20 - 40 Gender  Male 
 Other (please specify)     41 - 60  61 & up   Female 

Employment 
Sector 

 Education  Government  Private Industry  Ethnicity  Asian  Caucasian  Hispanic 
 Other (please specify)     African American  Other  

Where did you get this issue of China Insight?   
  

Name   
 First Last  
Address  Email  
 Street  City State Zip  

One entry per month. Please return entry to: 
China Insight 750 Mainstreet, #230, Hopkins, MN 55343 

 

As we are now entering the fall season, it 
is a time to prepare for winter and enjoy the 
annual ritual of watching the emergence of 
fall colors as nature does its thing.  Minne-
sota's fall foliage season typically progresses 
from north to south from mid-September 
through mid-October, but according to 
Minnesota State Parks and Trails, 2021 
color activity and peak timeframes are more 
unpredictable this year owing to statewide 
drought conditions.  

At this time, we are pleased to finally 
announce arrangements have been made 
to award the Congressional Gold Medal to 
Chinese American Veterans of World War II.  
The Chinese American WWII Veterans Rec-
ognition Project is a program of the Chinese 
American Citizens Alliance (C.A.C.A.), a 
501(c)8, and the National Chinese American 
Citizens Alliance Community Involvement 
Fund, a 501(c)3.  China Insight volunteered 
to spread the word about this project and to-
gether we are spearheading a national cam-
paign to identify, honor and recognize the 
efforts and accomplishments of all Chinese 
Americans who served in the United States 
Armed Services in World War II.

The mission of the Chinese American 
WWII Veterans Recognition Project is to 
recognize, honor and celebrate the military 
service of Chinese Americans who fought 

in the Second World War through advocacy, 
education and preservation.  Our work is to 
ensure that the achievements and contribu-
tions of the ‘greatest generation’ will never 
be forgotten.  This project began over 4 
years ago when bills were introduced in 
the U.S. House of Representatives and the 
Senate.

One of the first virtual Congressional 
Gold Medal Ceremonies to be held due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, the ceremony 
featured leadership from both the House of 
Representatives and the Senate. Congressio-
nal Gold Medal Ceremony, on Dec. 9 2020, 
United States House of Representatives 
Special Events YouTube, https://youtube/
iETfRFJHtm4.

On that day, Chinese-American veterans 
who served in the Second World War were 
collectively awarded the Congressional 
Gold Medal in an online ceremony.  The 
medal, Congress’ most prestigious civil-
ian award, commemorated the thousands 
of Chinese and Chinese Americans who 
enlisted in all branches of the United States 
armed forces and served in all theaters of 
the conflict.  Despite being subject to racial 
discrimination for decades — the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882 was not repealed 
until 1943 — more than one in 10 Chinese 
Americans joined the armed forces between 

1941 and 1946.  Legislation authorizing the 
gold medal was signed into law on Dec. 
20, 2018, and arrangements were made for 
a ceremony to take place in April 2020 in 
the Capitol Visitor Center.  Due to the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, the event was 
postponed and moved to a virtual format.

Be sure to visit https://www.caww2.
org/regional-events for the latest schedule 
for regional ceremonies and an update as 
to how you might participate in this project 
to award the Congressional Gold Medal for 
Chinese American WWII veterans. 

In closing, we wish all of you continued 
good health and encourage you to do your 
part to responsibly fight the COVID-19 
pandemic.

mailto:articles%40chinainsight.info?subject=
https://youtube/iETfRFJHtm4
https://youtube/iETfRFJHtm4
https://www.caww2.org/regional-events
https://www.caww2.org/regional-events
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Xi thoughts Disturbing clothing

Antiquities repatriatedChinese not sharing

Taiwan buzzed and bullied

Bad moon rising

Nope, no lusting after women by Xi – at 
least China’s state-controlled media would 
not publish them even had Xi uttered such 
oddball comments (per Jimmy Carter in 
1976).

During the CPC’s 100th anniversary 
celebration, Xi Jinping made many speeches 
and students of all grades were captive audi-
ences, watching via huge screens.

Students at all grade levels will be learn-
ing about “Marxist belief” espoused by Xi.  
“Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with 
Chinese Characteristics in the New Era” 
so as to instill loyalty to the ruling Chinese 
Communist Party.  The official party line 
stated Xi thoughts in textbooks will help 
strengthen the “resolve to listen to and fol-
low the party.”  It will also help teenagers 
gain confidence in the “path, theory, system 

and culture of socialism with Chinese char-
acteristics”, it said.

The national curriculum will be revised 
to accommodate the 14-point ideological 
text and will span basic, vocational and 
higher education in school.  The “thoughts” 
will also be integrated into various subjects, 
according to a member of the National Text-
book Committee.♦

Emails obtained by a freedom of infor-
mation request to the University of Texas 
Medical Branch shed new light on how 
material transfer request for COVID-19 
research was held up by Chinese govern-
ment red tape.

So as to start their own research after 
hundreds of COVID-19 cases a day occurred 
in Wuhan, scientists from the Galveston lab 
that studies the world’s deadliest viruses and 
helped train Wuhan lab staff approached 
their counterparts in wuhan for pathogen 
specimen in January 2020.  That hit a brick 

wall.  The application never cleared process-
ing in China where increasingly strict poli-
cies have governed the sharing of genetic 
materials and data overseas in recent years.

Chinese scientists shared a text code 
denoting the virus’s genetic building blocks 
less than two weeks after Wuhan health 
authorities sounded the alarm about a suspi-
cious outbreak.  Then the Shanghai scientist 
who released the genome’s sequence had his 
lab “closed for rectification.”

A researcher at Georgetown University 
said, “China has been a bad actor and should 
have freely and equitably shared virus speci-
mens over long periods of time.”  Instead, in 
a pre-emptive move against a forthcoming 
U.S. intelligence report on V+COVID-19’s 
origins, the Chinese embassy in U.S. re-
leased a statement in August 2021 claiming 
the investigation “proceeded from the wrong 
premise in the beginning, because there is no 
such thing as any virus manufactured by a 
Chinese lab,” reiterating the virus emerged 
from U.S. labs.  It also said it had submit-
ted articles countering the Wuhan lab leak 
theory to U.S. media, “but they had been 
rejected.” ♦

Kwun Tong, an upcoming business 
district in the eastern part of Kowloon 
Peninsula, Hong Kong, installed a 45-ft 
tall inflatable “moon” on its waterfront 
to celebrate the Mid-Autumn Festival.  It 
was meant to be a spectacular backdrop for 
photo-ops on the promenade.

Unfortunately, it was all over almost as 
soon as it began!  Two days after the fes-
tival, high winds blew the installation into 
the water and it ended up as a sorry-looking 
lifeless, flattened soggy heap of plastic!  

A short video showed the deflated 

“moon” rolling on the waterfront, leaking air 
with every rotation.  Later, officials issued a 
statement indicating the inflatable had been 
“retrieved.”

But, catch this: Henan Province also had 
its share of a run-away “moon.”  A short 
video showed the inflatable rolling down 
a city street with officials chasing behind 
it!  Apparently in 2016 in Fuzhou, Fujian 
Province, an errant moon installed at a local 
shopping mall also escaped.  It, too,  roamed 
city streets, hittng cars along the way!

History does repeat itself.

JNBY, a Chinese clothing brand, is un-
der investigation by the Hangzhou authori-
ties because customers complained about 
“disturbing and inappropriate designs” on 
JNBY’s kids clothing designs.  

Many of the messages printed on the 
kids’ clothing exude violence, racism and 
sexual innuendo content.  Sample phrases 
include, “Let me touch you,” “Welcome 
to hell.”

Netizens posted JNBY’s gross designs 
under the company’s apology post.  On 
Thursday, JNBY said it had withdrawn its 
collection of children’s apparel.  

Founded in 1994 in Hangzhou, JNBY 
is one of the most popular brands in China.  
Its kids’ line, jnby, launched in 2011.  There 
are hundreds of JNBY stores in China and 
1,931 stores worldwide, with annual sales 

of US$638.7 million.  As of market closing 
Sept. 26, its shares had dropped 13.21% to 
US$2.04. ♦

Twelve antiquities and artwork have 
been allocated to the Tibet Museum in Llasa.  
These were tracked and identified as items 
illegally trafficked overseas by China’s 
National Cultural Heritage Administration 

and returned to Beijing in July.
Of this collection, the earliest items date 

back to the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), 
and show classic features of southwestern 
culture in Chinese history, along with high 
historical, artistic and scientific values.

Between 1840 and 1949, China was 
dominated by Western countries, a period 
that has been nicknamed the Century of 
Humiliation.  In 1860, French and British 
forces destroyed Beijing’s old Summer 
Palace.  The palace’s riches are now scat-
tered across the globe, in private collections 
as well as prestigious museums.  China 
has been fighting hard in recent years to 
reclaim art looted from the country since 
1840, which may amount to as many as 10 
million antiquities. ♦

Business & Economy

130th Canton Fair
Continued from page 1

strong regional characteristics and styles.
Buyers can explore many options rang-

ing from green and healthy organic food, 
hand-made textile garments to health sup-
plements while embracing the lively busi-
ness opportunities brought by these areas.

The Fair will also present premium Chi-
nese design through its annual CF Awards 
celebrations, as well as its physical show-
room for its 2020-2021 winning products.  
Buyers can also find these products and 
companies online through tags for a more 
efficient sourcing experience.

The 130th Canton Fair welcomes over-
seas buyers to attend online, encourages 
overseas buyers who meet requirements 
to attend the offline Fair, and will invite 
foreign-funded companies, representatives 
of overseas commercial and industrial or-
ganizations/ enterprises in China, Chinese 
branches of overseas chambers of commerce 
and agents of overseas buyers to attend the 
onsite event as buyers’ representatives.  

More info at  https://www.cantonfair.
org.cn/en. ♦

China showed its displeasure Sept. 23 
over Taiwan joining a major trans-Pacific 
trade deal by sending 24 jets, including 
fighter jets and two nuclear-armed bombers, 
into Taiwan’s air dedence zone.  Beijing 
also submitted its own application to join 
the same trade deal, the Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (CPTPP).

The CPTPP is the region’s biggest 
free-trade pact amongst 11 Asia-Pacific 
countries.  Taiwan had lobbied for years to 
join the pact, “Taiwan can’t be left out in the 
world and has to integrate into the regional 
economy,” cabinet spokesman Lo Ping-
cheng said.  China insisted Taiwan should 
not be allowed in.  Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian told reporters that 
China “firmly oppose any country having 
official exchanges with Taiwan and firmly 

oppose the Taiwan region’s accession to any 
official treaties or organizations.”

Mainland China has stepped up eco-
nomic, military and diplomatic pressure on 
the island state since 2016, vowing to seize 
Taiwan one day, “by force, if necessary.” ♦

https://www.cantonfair.org.cn/en
https://www.cantonfair.org.cn/en
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With rapid urbanization, China builds more skyscrapers 
than the rest of the world combined!  Unfortunately, there 
is no shortage of bizarre and questionable designs among 
them.

China’s President Xi Jinping issued a government di-
rective calling for an end to “oversized, xenocentric, and 
weird” structures in 2014.  But apparently some folks still 
had not gotten the memo!

A tongue-in-cheek survey by a Chinese architecture 
website holds an annual “ugliest buildings” competition.  
The public poll for the 12th annual edition of  Ugliest 
Building Survey has attracted more than 30,000 votes by 
late September.  Public voting will remain open until end-
November and accounts for 40% of the final decision.  In 
December, a panel of architects, critics and academics will 
weigh in and evaluate all entries based on nine criteria, 
including harmony with surroundings, design originality, 
building functionality, overall design, etc.  Winners, or 
losers, depending on how you want to look at it, will be 
announced at the end of the year.

Among the 90 contenders submitted so far are a violin-
shaped church, a hotel that looks like a giant Russian ba-
bushka doll, a glass bridge with suspension cable towers 
that are a giant couple dressed in traditional costumes with 
outstretched arms, and a museum that resembles cups of 
ramen noodle.

All this good fun may come to a screeching halt as 
China’s housing ministry and the National Development 
and Reform Commission issued another circular calling for 
an end to “copycat" buildings and skyscrapers taller than 
1,640 feet.  The height restriction was reiterated in early 
2021 while emphasizing the need to “strictly prohibit” con-
struction of “ugly” buildings.  Alas, ugliness, as in beauty, 
is in the eye of the beholder!  

According to a senior architecture professor specializing 
in urban policy at UK's Liverpool University, new guidelines 
provide a broad framework for cities, but finer details must 
be resolved at a local level.

"Architects and urban designers may benefit from quite 
specific guidance on what good design is," she said at the 
time of the housing ministry circular.  "But this needs to be 
related to the local context, so I wouldn't expect the national 
government to produce guidance like this.  What works in 
one context may not work in another."

Rankings of China’s ugly buildings as of 
late September

Jilin Yanbian Changbai Mountain Long Day Resort is 
2020’s runner-up.  Reasons listed for ranking: rigid 
form, scale imbalance, waste huge. ♦

China’s ugliest buildings

Happy 
Halloween!

#1 A five-arched gate on Zhejiang University campus

#3 Church in Foshan, Guangdong Province

#4 Manchuria Ritova Hotel, Inner Mongolia

#5  Xi'an International Children's Art Museum

#11 Henghai Flower Island Complex, Hainan Province

#14  Shanghai port of Eurovision town

#19 Ping Baoli Square, Shandong Province

#26 Guiyang Flower Orchard Art Center, Guizhou

And here are the 2020 winner and runner-
up 

The 2020  winner of China’s “Ugliest Building” is 
the Rongcheng Grand Theatre in Guangzhou.  Why 
it deserved the title: random collage of Chinese 
elements, grotesque form, hurt the image of the city.! 
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Exports in rebound 
mode, jump 29% in 
the second quarter 

•  Minnesota exports of goods (including 
agricultural, mining and manufactured 
products) jumped 29% to $6 billion in the 
second quarter of 2021. Recovering markets 
generated $1.3 billion more in the state’s 
sales, compared to second quarter of 2020. 
•  U.S. exports of goods increased 51% 
between the second quarters of 2020 and 
2021. All states had positive export growth 
during this period.
•  Compared to the pre-pandemic second 
quarter of 2019, the state’s exports were up 
5%, which matched U.S. export growth of 
5% for this period.
•  Minnesota’s manufactured exports jumped 
29% between the second quarters of 2020 
and 2021, while U.S. manufactured exports 
increased 46%.
•  Between the first half of 2020 and 2021, 
Minnesota exports grew 10%, while U.S. 
exports grew 23%.

Exports strengthen to all regions 
– strongest performances in 
North America, Europe 
•  Reversing much of the past year’s second 
quarter trends, the state’s exports increased 
66% to North America – the state’s top re-
gional market, 33% to Europe and 30% to 
Central and South America. Sales to markets 

in North America and the European Union 
reached or exceeded their levels in 2019. 
•  Asia (up 2%), Australia-Pacific (up 2%), 
the Middle East (up 3%), and Africa (up 4%) 
had modest growth.
•  Many of the state’s Top 10 markets drove 
export growth this quarter. Exports also 
grew vigorously to other markets such as the 
Philippines (up 43%), Indonesia (up 100%), 
Costa Rica (up 67%), Switzerland (up 60%) 
and the Czech Republic (up 176%).

R e s u r g i n g  d e m a n d  f o r 
machinery, electric equipment, 
vehicles and mineral fuels 
•  Many products continued to display signs 
of recovering export growth this quarter. Ex-
ports of eight of the state’s top 10 products 
grew between the second quarters of 2020 
and 2021. Six of these grew above their 
2019 levels: machinery, electrical equip-
ment, mineral fuels/oils, food by-products, 
meat and oil seeds/misc. grains. 
•  Machinery exports were propelled by 
machinery used to make semiconductors 
(up 219%) sold to the Philippines (up $66 
million). Markets such as Canada, Mexico, 
U.K., China and the Czech Republic; and 
segments such as filters/centrifuges, con-
struction machinery and spraying equipment 
fueled export gains. 
•  Electrical equipment sales surged to China 
(up 163%), Canada (up 88%), Mexico (up 
58%) and Germany (up 58%). Sales were 
uplifted by integrated circuits (up 81%), 
diodes/transistors (up 72%) and capacitors 
(up 67%).
•  As the dominant market, Canada ($389 
million, up 122%) steered demand for min-
eral fuels, oils.
•  About 75% of vehicles exports were sent 
to Canada (up 66%) and Mexico (up 114%), 
driving growth. Fruitful inroads were made 

Minnesota Quarterly Export Statistics 
is the most current resource available 
for tracking the state’s export trends 
in manufactured and other good. The 
report is prepared for the Minnesota 
Trade Office (MTO) by the Department 
of Employment and Economic Devel-
opment’s (DEED) Economic Analysis 
Unit (Thu-Mai Ho-Kim).  The quarterly 
and annual statistics reports primarily 
cover export data based on the Har-
monized Tariff System (Schedule B), 
collected by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce (USDOC) and distributed 
by IHS Markit. Reports are available 
on DEED’s website at “Export and 
Trade Statistics” (http://mn.gov/deed/
data/export-stats/).

© 2021 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. IHA-6928137

Smart planning moves your  
business forward, faster
You’ve got a lot to think about as a small business owner — managing cash  
flow, funding a business plan, and marketing your services. You may find the 
guidance and solutions you need to start, grow, or run your business better  
at wellsfargoworks.com.

Let’s get started. Visit your local branch or find a time that works for you  
at wellsfargo.com/appointments.

in Jamaica (up $6 million), South Africa (up 
$5 million), Switzerland (up $4 million) and 
Russia (up $3 million). Special purpose, 
smaller vehicles, snowmobiles and parts 
boosted growth.
•  Moderate growth in optic, medical (up 
6%) concealed dynamic gains in medical, 
surgical instruments (up 54%) and orthope-
dic, body parts (up 54%), but sinking sales 
in optical fiber (down 81%, largely due to 

Asia). Ireland, Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Canada and Costa Rica (ranked 9th for optic, 
medical) bolstered sales.
•  Food and agricultural products with ex-
port gains of $12 million or more during 
this period were oil seeds, misc. grains (up 
200%), food by-products (up 45%), bever-
ages (up 86%), meat (up 9%), and dairy, 
eggs (up 30%). ♦

http://mn.gov/deed/data/export-stats/
http://mn.gov/deed/data/export-stats/
https://www.wellsfargo.com
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Chinese Language Corner (漢語角)
Getting from Point A to Point B
By Pat Welsh | contributor

Conversation 
In this dialog, Mr. Wong, is asking where 

something is.

W: Nĭ zĕnme qǜ shàng-bān ne? 
(You – how – go – work – spoken ques-
tion mark?) 
How do you get to work?   

C: Wŏ zuò qìchē qǜ shàng-bān.
(I – sit – car – go - work.)
I drive to work.

W: Nĭde háizi zenme qǜ xuéxiào?    
(Your -  children – how – go – school?) 
How do the kids get to school?

C: Tāmen zŏu lù qǜ xuéxiào   
(They - walk – road – go school)   
They walk to school.

Using numbers: 5 = your normal high 
4 = mid-high 3 = your normal mid pitch
2 = mid low pitch 1 = your normal low pitch

Tones

Description

Notes

High level pitch (55)
Mid-Rising Tone (35)
Dipping (213) 
High falling pitch (51) 
An unstressed neutral tone. Fol-
lowing other syllables, syllables 
in this tone tend to be somewhat 
lower that of the previous syl-
lable. The lone exception is 
when it occurs after tone ă when 
the neutral tone is often slightly 
higher in pitch.

Regarding tone ă 
• when occurring directly before an-
other dipping tone, tone ă changes tone 
á. Thus “hĕn hăo” (very good) changes 
to “hén hăo” 
• occurring directly before any other 
tone, Tone ă will change to a mid-
falling tone

Regarding tone à
When occurring before another à tone, 
the first tone à reduces its fall to 53 
or 54 

About Pat Welsh

In 2009 while teaching English at Si-
chuan University, Welsh was asked to give 
a speech where he was introduced to the 
audience as a “pioneer of Chinese Ameri-
can relations” as a result of his cooperative 
work in international banking during the 
Deng Xiaoping era. For more than 65 years, 
Welsh has been learning Chinese and has 
used this knowledge both professionally and 
personally to enhance his understanding of 
Chinese and Asian affairs. He uses Beijing 
Mandarin most frequently when meeting 
with senior Chinese government officials 
when conducting business in China.

For 17 years, Welsh taught Chinese, 
German and Spanish in two local high 
schools. Now fully retired, he currently re-
sides in Georgia where he used to lecture on 
China to a number of classes at Dunwoody 
High School.

Tone

ā
á
ă
à
a

Thank you for reading 
China Insight

Since 2001

In this lesson, we will show how people 
do things such as getting from Point A to 
Point B.  

In the sentences below, were again us-
ing the two old friends, Chen (C) and Wang 
(W) from previous months’ columns.  (The 
first line, in Italics, is pinyin; second line in 
parentheses is the literal translation; third is 
what it means.)  You will see “ne” as a spo-
ken question mark.  The difference between 
“ma” and “ne” lies in the type of question 
asked.  The word “ma” is used for questions 
expecting a “yes” or “no” type answer.  The 
word “ne” is used for “who, what, where, 
how and why” type questions.  The word 
“ne” is also used after a noun or pronoun 
and has the meaning of “what about…?  
For example: Wáng xiāngshēng ne?  Tā yĕ 
lái ma?  (And what about Mr. Wang.  Is he 
coming too?)

Both “ma” and “ne” are usually indi-
cated as a neutral tone in textbooks, but in 
normal speech they are uttered with a brief 
middle-high or high tone.

zŏu lùto walk

yìzhī yuázhūbĭa ball point pen

zuòto sit, ride on

yòngto use

xiĕto write

qǜto go

yìzhī máobĭa writing brush

yìzhī gāngbĭa fountain pen

yìzhī fĕnbĭ

yìzhī qiānbĭ

a piece of chalk

a pencil

PinyinEnglish

yíliàng qìchēa car

yíge sháozia spoon

yíliè huŏchēa train

yíliàng zĭxíngchēa bicycle

yíliàng kăchē a truck

yìsōu chuáńa boat

yíjià fēijīan airplane

yíjià pēnqìshì fēijīa jet airplane

yíge chāzi

yìbă dāuzi

a fork

a knife

PinyinEnglish

cóngfrom

yìtái diànshìa television

dédàoto get, obtain
chī-fànto eat
hēto drink
yìdiăn, yìdyănra little bit
xiāoxīnews
xīnwénnews

shénme

yífèn bàozhĭ

1) what? 2) anything, 
something

a newspaper

W: Tā zĕnme qǜ Bĕijīng ne?   
(He/She – how -go – Beijing – spoken 

question mark?)
How did he/she get to Beijing? 

C: Tā zuò fēijī qǜ Bĕijīng. 
(He/she -sit – airplane – go – Beijing.)
He/she flew to Beijing.

Other sample sentences
W: Nĭ yòng shénme chī fàn? 

(You – use -what – eat – rice?) 
What do you eat with?   

C: Wŏ yòng dāuzi hé chāzi chī fàn.
(I – use – knife – and – fork – eat – rice.)
I eat with a knife and fork.

W: Nĭ yòng shénme xiĕ zì?    
(You – use – what -write – words?) 
What do you write with?

C: Wŏ yòng yuánzhūbĭ xiĕ zì.  
(I – use - ballpoint pen – write – words.)   
I write with a ballpoint pen.

W: Nĭ zĕnme hē chá?  
(You – how – drink – tea?)
How do take your tea? 

C: Wŏ hē chá jiā yìdiăn táng. 
(I – drink – tea - add – a little bit of – 
sugar.) 
I drink tea with a little sugar.   

W: Nĭ zĕnme dédào nĭde xiāoxī? 
(You – how – obtain – your – news?)
How do you get your news?

C: Wŏ cóng baòzhĭ-shàng dédào  
xiaōxī.    
(I – from – newspaper - on – get – news.)
I get the news from the newspaper.

W: Wŏ cóng diànshì-xīnwén jiémù-zhōng 
dédào xiāoxī.  
(I – from – television – news - shows 
-in – get - news.)   
I get my news from the television news 
shows.

Vocabulary issue
In the sentences above, the words -shàng 

(above) and -zhòng (in) are actually place-
word nouns that follow the means used for 
the conveyance of news.  Their uses here are 
merely idioms meaning “on the newspaper” 
and “in the television”. 

Other vocabulary 

yíge xīnwén jiémùa news show
yíge diànshì jiémùa television program

This system follows Chinese Pinyin with 
the exception that the letter “u” has two 
pronunciations. Sometimes it has the value 
of ü (“ee” as in ‘see’ with rounded lips). At 
those times we use the symbol “ü” instead of 
Pinyin “u.” In making this sound, it is most 
important that the vowel more resembles an 
“ee” sound as in “see” and definitely does 
not sound like a “oo” sound as in “moon”.

The ‘a’ in these syllables sounds 
like the ‘a’ in “father”.
Sounds like the ‘igh’ in “high”.
Sounds like the “ow” in “cow”.
ts’oong  (the ts is aspirated -  a 
slight breath of air follows the 
ts sound.)
Here the “e” sounds much like 
the “a” in “above” or the “u” 
in “under”.
Sounds like the “ay” in “say” 
or “day”.
Sounds like the “un” in “fun” 
or the “ung” in “lung”.
Sounds like “ee-ehn” or “yen” 
(Here “ehn” and “en” almost 
sounds like the word “yen”.)
Sounds like “ye” in “yet”.
The ‘e’ sounds like the ‘u’ in 
‘fun’.
This is a nasal ‘r’ sound;  yì-
diănr sounds almost like  yeè-
dyăir.̃
The “o” here sounds much like 
the “oo” in “ooze” or “spoon”.
Sounds like the “ou” in “dote”
Sounds “tchee-ehn” (ehn 
rhymes with “hen”)
Sounds like  “chee” in “cheese”.
Sounds like  “chee” in “cheese” 
but uttered with rounded lips.
Sounds almost like the “shir” in 
“shirt”.  The tongue is retracted 
and lightly curled.
Sounds somewhat like sz, the 
vowel is short, it is between “i” 
in “it” and “u” in “mut”.
Sounds much like the “ee” in 
“see” but the vowel must be 
uttered with rounded lips.
Sounds almost like the English 
word “way”.
Sounds like a weak “sh”; xing 
sounds like “sheeng”.
Sounds somewhat like the “yo” 
in “yodel”.
Sounds like a “tz” without any 
aspiration.  Pronouncing this as 
‘dz’ betrays American accent 
which will still be understood 
by the listener.
Unaspirated tz, the vowel ‘i’ is 
short, it is between “i” in “it” 
and “u” in “mut”.
This is an unaspirated “ch” with 
the tongue retracted and lightly 
curled.   For example “zhong” 
almost sounds like “droong” 
and “zhu” sound almost like 
“drew”.
Sounds almost like “djir”.  It 
sounds much like the “jer” in 
“jerk”.

a, an, ang

ai
ao

cong

de, ke

ei

en, eng

ian

ie
le

-nr

ong

ou
qian

qi
qü

shi

si

ü

ui

x

you

z

zi

zh

-zhi

Pronunciation reminders

Next month we will learn to talk about 
making comparisons in Chinese. ♦
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Getting to the top: 
journey of one 
Chinese American 
doctor
By Elaine Dunn | October 2021

What do you want to be when you 
grow up?  Artist.  No!  Dancer.  Absolutely 
not!  Teacher.  Maybe.  Engineer?  Getting 
close.  What response is music to a Chinese 
mother’s ears when she asks that question of 
her offspring?  Doctor or lawyer!  Okay, so 
this may be exaggerated and facetious, but 
I wager each of us know a Chinese mother 
like that!

Remember Andrew Yang?  2020 Demo-
crat presidential candidate who made the, 
albeit in jest, unwoke comment, “Now, I 
am Asian, so I know a lot of doctors.” in 
response to questions on healthcare incen-
tives?  That quip did not sit well with many.  
It hit a raw nerve especially within the Asian 
American community as it was seen as re-
inforcing the “model minority” stereotype.  
However, statistics may bear him out.

A ”Diversity in Medicine: Fact and 
Figures 2019” report by the Association 
of American Medical Colleges showed 
17.1% of active physicians self-identified 
as Asian-Americans, second to 56.2% who 
self-identified as white.  It also reported 
Asians made up the second largest racial 
group among medical students and 20% of 
medical school faculty.  Note that currently, 
the 22-plus million people of Asian descent 
who live in the U.S. represent only approxi-
mately 7% of the nation's population.  

Why are there so many Asians in the 
medical field?  

Besides pacifying and fulfilling the Chi-
nese mother’s “American Dream,” Chinese 
American students tend to excel in academ-
ics and achieve professional success.  Some 
do so as a result of strict, unyielding parental 
expectations, others are completely self-
driven.  One such young Chinese American 
doctor in the latter category is Janet Lee.  In 
fact, when asked whether she felt pressured 
by her parents to enter the medical field, she 
said both her parents tried to dissuade her, 
knowing full well what an arduous, long 
journey laid ahead.

In August 2021, Lee’s long journey 
culminated in her being recognized as one 
of the “Top Doctors” by Minnesota Monthly 
magazine.  How does one get on the “Top 
Doctors” list?  Minnesota Monthly asks 
thousands of physicians from 12 counties 
(11 in the metro Twin Cities area and Olm-
sted County) one question, “If you or a loved 
one needed medical care, which doctor 

would you recommend?”  Quite an honor!
Granted, Lee’s family is not your run-

of-the-mill Chinese immigrant family.  Both 
her parents are first generation immigrants 
from Hong Kong.  Both hold advanced 
degrees from Yale – father has a Ph.D. in 
engineering, mother has a Master of Music 
in piano performance.  Her siblings are 
equally accomplished: older brother with 
degrees in engineering and physics from the 
University of Minnesota, older sister with 
undergraduate and graduate degrees from 
Harvard University.

Lee’s drive manifested itself early.  
Whether it was beading bracelets or study-
ing, she was very focused.  Her mother said 
she never had to tell her to study or practice 
viola or piano, ever!  The accomplished 
violist participated in string camps and 
quartets.  By high school, she excelled in all 
she attempted: top of her class, top of all of 
her extracurricular activities, captain of the 
cross-country team, first chair violist in the 
All-State orchestra and various other local 
youth orchestras, captain of the math team 
and knowledge bowl teams.  

Throughout her four years of under-
graduate at Harvard University where she 
majored in anthropology and minored in 
Chinese, she stayed very involved in other 
activities besides academics.  She made sure 
she would explore all other areas of inter-
est, such as music, dancing, economics and 
computer science, to be sure that medicine 
was truly the path she wanted to take.  By 
her sophomore year, she had narrowed her 
“options” down to three: doctor, primatolo-
gist or anthropologist.  Medicine won out.

She applied to many medical schools, 
but decided to stay close to family by at-
tending U of MN.  Many of her patients 
are curious why she chose colon and rectal 
surgery.  She said her interest in the work-
ings of the gastrointestinal tract and the 
wide variety of related diseases intrigued 
her.  Also, she “likes doing procedures and 
operate,” so something in the surgical field 
was a good fit.

“Once I made it into medical school, I 
made sure I try to learn everything that was 
needed and really get a feel for what life 
is like in all of the different specialties,” 
Lee said.  

In April 2021, CNN stated results from 
a 2017 survey of 800 physicians in the 
U.S., “69% of Asian American doctors said 
they endured biased remarks and person-
ally offensive comments from patients.  
Unfortunately, these interactions are all 
too common.  They range from comments 
about a doctor's accent to demands to see a 
practitioner of a different race.”  How has 
being Chinese impacted her experience?  

There were a number of other Asians in 
her class, Lee said, but she did not feel they 
were treated any differently because of their 
ethnicity.  However, “Being Chinese may 
have made it a bit more difficult to stand out 
amongst other Chinese students in my pre-
med days.  A lot of them come from families 
where their parents or siblings are doctors so 
they are expected to also become a doctor.  

They had a lot of pressure to make it into 
medicine.  However, not all of them ended 
up liking it once they got into it,” Lee said.  

And has being a “perpetual foreigner” 
affected her practice?  How has her patients 
reacted to her ethnicity?  “Patients also will 
lump Chinese doctors all together.  They will 
notice my last name and say ‘Oh, are you 
related to Dr. Lee in xyz specialty?’  Many 
Minnesotan patients are always interested 
in what my ethnicity is, or always want to 
volunteer if they have a family member that 
is an adopted Asian, or that they've been to 
certain countries in Asia.  Most of the time, 
they're just trying to be nice.  Asian patients, 
however, never ask me if I'm Chinese.  Some 
of my Asian patients, however, do feel like 
they can trust me more because they view 
me as family!”

How does Lee feel about being recog-
nized by her peers for her expertise in her 
specialty, colon and rectal surgery?  “It 
certainly is flattering to be recognized by 
your peers!”

Asked what advice she’d give to some-
one considering a career in medicine, Lee 
said, “It's important to see the kinds of 
people and personalities you work with in 
various specialties to make sure you would 
fit in if you went into that field.  Further-
more, don't let any outside people influence 
your career choice or specialty, or you may 
end up unhappy.  Go into medicine if that’s 
what you want to do and pick a field based 
on your interest and abilities.  Don’t pick 
one because of “lifestyle” or “status,” or 
you may burn out or spend years of your 
life in a career that isn’t satisfying for you.”

Her life revolves around working long, 
erratic hours.  A typical day for her depends 
on whether she’s operating or in clinic, do-
ing minor procedures or doing colonosco-

pies.  She’s usually at the hospital by 7 a.m. 
for surgery or rounds.  Sometimes, she’s 
done by 4 or 5 p.m. and, sometimes, 7-8 
p.m., or even later.  Usually there are two or 
three days a week with operating time and 
at least one full day of clinic.  She’s also on 
call one or two nights a week and one full 
weekend per month.  

Balancing time between work, home/
family (she has an 8-month-old son) and 
spending time on herself and her interests 
sometimes become a juggling act.  She’s 
thankful to have a great support system in 
her husband (who is supportive and flex-
ible), family and friends, especially at times 
when she’s stuck at work!  Knowing what 

she knows now, would she change anything?
“Yes, I would still choose to be a doctor, 

although if I had known about COVID, it 
might have been nice to have a career where 
I could work from home!” she said.

Continued on page 10

New medical school graduate Janet Lee with 
proud parents Evelyn and David

Lee with husband Brian and baby son Evans

https://bit.ly/2UQwrHL
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Xavier Naville was born in France and in 1997, moved to China where he 
built Creative Food, which is today a key supplier to major restaurant chains 
across the country, including McDonald's, KFC and Starbucks. He sold the 
company to Bakkavor Group PLC from the UK in 2007 and continued to run 
the business until 2011. Xavier is now a principal at Vision Management 
Consultants and works on strategy and M&A projects in the food sector for 
multinationals in China. He is also a Strategy & Execution coach for CEOs 
and their leadership teams.

He currently lives in Oakland, California, and divides his time between there 
and China. Xavier was born in France and in 1997 moved to China where he 
built Creative Food, which is today a key supplier to major restaurant chains 
across the country including McDonald's, KFC and Starbucks. He sold the 
company to Bakkavor Group PLC from the UK in 2007 and continued to run 
the business until 2011. Xavier is now a principal at Vision Management 
Consultants and works on strategy and M&A projects in the food sector for 
multinationals in China. He is also a Strategy & Execution coach for CEOs 
and their leadership teams.

“The Lettuce Diaries: How a Frenchman Found Gold 
Growing Vegetables in China” by Xavier Naville
Reviewed by Peter Gordon | Asian Review of Books | Sept. 15, 2021

About the reviewer

Peter Gordon is editor of the Asian 
Review of Books and co-author of “The 
Silver Way: China, Spanish America 
and the Birth of Globalisation, 1565-
1815.”

This story of business in China starts, 
alarmingly, with a hostage-taking over a 
commercial dispute. But rather than launch-
ing into a tale of business noir, the author 
admits that, well, the hostage-taker had a 
point: he had not in fact been paid.

The dispute was over broccoli, but the 
fresh-food business can, it seems, be just 
as bruising as any other. “The Lettuce Dia-
ries” takes place during—excuse me—the 
salad days of Western investment in China’s 
retail market in the early ’00s. In 1997, 
the 27-year-old French financial manager 
Xavier Naville moved to Shanghai for what 
he thought would be a couple of career-
building years for a multinational who had 
just acquired a stake in one of first Western-
owned food processing firms in China. As 
happened many other times, this turned into 
a much longer sojourn of entrepreneurial 
ups and downs.

Naville follows up his introductory an-
ecdote with the following summary:

 
My story is a patchwork of mis-

takes and chance encounters leading 

to success against great odds. I built 
a business from nothing into the larg-
est fresh-food company in China. I 
struggled with near-bankruptcy and 
treacherous managers. I discovered 
that my Western education had to 
be blended with an entirely new set 
of principles guiding relationships 
between people. In the end, I sold 
Creative Food to a European com-
pany, along the way becoming one of 
the rare foreigners in China who built 
a business by buying crops grown by 
Chinese farmers and selling the result-
ing products to Chinese consumers.

 
While accurate, this could have been 

insufferable. Yet the book is anything 
but: Naville is honest about his missteps, 
self-deprecating almost to a fault, ready to 
credit associates and good fortune. When he 
started, he didn’t really know what he was 
getting himself into (drawing, I am sure, 
knowing nods from other entrepreneurs), 
learned as he went along, screwed up, cut 
corners — but pulled it together in the end. 

One suspects that Naville is smarter than 
he lets on.

While supplying chopped lettuce to the 
likes of KFC isn’t perhaps the sexiest of 
businesses, Naville makes an interesting 
story of it, not least because it actually is 
interesting. This, after all, is a real business, 
involving farmers (for whom the crops and 
farming methods were largely new), supply 
chains, trading, processing, multi-cultural 
human resource and financial management. 
Naville mucks in, and explains it all from 
a mostly worms-eye view; the reader turns 
over new ground as he does.

There are hints — in addition to the curi-
ous use of feet, acres and Fahrenheit rather 
than the metric system universal both in 
Asia and in Naville’s native France — that 
the book is not really for those who already 
have some experience in China, including 
references to “a translation system called 
‘pinyin” and noting that “Sun [Yat-sen] was 
the first president of the Republic of China.”

There are in addition some drawbacks to 
“The Lettuce Diaries” as a China business 
case study. The action takes place around 
20 years ago — Naville stepped down as 
CEO in 2011, by which time he was several 
years into the story’s epilogue — and even a 
single decade is a lifetime in China’s busi-
ness development.

More serious, perhaps, is the degree of 
“othering” of China and Chinese, includ-
ing facile statements like “from a Chinese 
point of view, the ruler distributes power 
and authority” and “at heart the average 
Chinese person will always be reluctant to 
speak out.” There are references to Con-
fucianism and Daoism. China of course 
is different: the forces and conditions (po-
litical, economic, legal, commercial) acting 
on business people are different and they 
therefore make different decisions. In dis-
cussing the melamine milk powder scandal 
(which Naville had nothing to do with) as 
an example of food safety issues in China, 
Naville portrays the incident as showing 
something fundamental about China, yet 
Western multinationals have also sold 
products they knew to be dangerous or on 
which corners were cut (cigarettes, opioids 
and airplanes, for example). Naville freely 
admits cutting corners on food safety in his 

own company. Attributing differences in the 
Chinese business landscape to the Chinese 
being “different” is circular and not particu-
larly analytical.

But utility is perhaps not, and probably 
should not be, the primary metric for judg-
ing a book. Naville is, contrary to some 
expectations one might have had going in, 
not a bad writer at all. “The Lettuce Diaries” 
may not quite be Tim Clissold’s “Mr. China” 
(the classic China business memoir which 
Naville has evidently read: he recommends 
it to an associate), but it can sit on the same 
shelf. Naville is now a business consultant 
focusing on Asia; the book features promi-
nently on his professional website but it’s 
immeasurably better than the 300-odd page 
brochure it so easily could have been.

This is not in fact a rags-to-riches story. 
Naville starts off in an “impeccably-tailored 
suit” in 1997 when he arrives; he seems to 
have ended up with something on the order 
of a couple million US$. The Hong Kong 
property market might have offered similar 
returns with less angst.

But money isn’t of course always the 
main objective in life:

 
Back in 2001, I had on one oc-

casion laid down on my office floor, 
fearful and overwhelmed by respon-
sibilities while still full of dreams for 
my fledgling start-up. Five years later, 
I sold a stake in a business with six 
factories, a thousand employees, and 
$30 million in revenue …

 
That’s a fair accomplishment. Yet given 

the way Naville writes about journalist Jane 
Lanhee Lee, whom he met in China and mar-
ried, one suspects that the real life lesson of 
the book is something else. ♦

Call for Articles…
Concerned about misconceptions about China?
 
Chinainsight is a local newspaper fostering U.S.-
China cultural and business harmony. 

We are interested in publishing articles that engage 
audiences in America. Potential topics range from 
understanding daily life in China (or for Chinese in 
America) to discussions of business markets from 
both an American or Chinese viewpoint.

If you would like to contribute an article, please 
contact Greg Hugh at 612-723-4872 or email 
ghugh@chinainsight.info.

mailto:ghugh%40chinainsight.info?subject=
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“China’s Good War: How World War II Is Shaping a 
New Nationalism” by Rana Mitter
Reviewed by John Darwin Van Fleeet  | Asian Review of Books | Sept. 6, 2021

About the reviewer

Van Fleet’s first book, ”Tales of Old 
Tokyo,” a scrapbook history of the city 
from 1853 to 1964, was published in 
2015.  Resident in Japan for the decade 
of the 1990s, Van Fleet has lived in 
China since.  He is steadily producing 
episodes of his multimedia project, 
“Quarreling Cousins: China and Japan 
from Antiquity to the 2020s.”  He serves 
as director, Corporate Globalization, 
at the Antai College of Economics & 
Management, Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University.

Editors: Rana Mitter
Publisher: Harvard University 
Press
Publication date: September 
2020
Hardcover: 328 pages

Rana Mitter is the author of sev-
eral books, including “A Bitter 
Revolution: China’s Struggle with 
the Modern World” and “Forgotten 
Ally: China’s World War II, 1937–
1945,” named a Book of the Year 
in The Economist and Financial 
Times. He has commented on Asia 
for the BBC, NPR, CNN, the New 
York Times, the History Channel, 
and the World Economic Forum 
at Davos. Professor of the History 
and Politics of Modern China at the 
University of Oxford, Mitter is also 
a Fellow of the British Academy 
and an Officer of the Order of the 
British Empire.

In 1985, Studs Terkel won a Pulitzer 
Prize for “The Good War,“ an oral history of 
World War II. Oxford professor Rana Mitter, 
director through 2020 of the University’s 
China Centre, has done well to choose a title 
for his book that pings Terkel’s massively 
influential work. 

In the countries that called themselves 
the Allies from 1939-1945, WWII has 
almost always and everywhere been consid-
ered a “good war”. But leveraging not just 
the title of Terkel’s work, Mitter notes that

Terkel’s use of [good] was layered 
with irony, since the war had been 
devastating for so many Americans, 
and the ‘goodness’ of its overall nar-
rative stood in sharp contrast to the 
Vietnam war that had followed just 
two decades later.

In the United States, media properties 
like “The Greatest Generation” and “Band 
of Brothers” continue a 70-year tradition of 
reinforcing the “good war” narrative, but 
the concept of WWII as a “good” war came 
much later to China, and in his latest histori-
cal tour de force, Mitter seeks to describe 
how “the idea of China’s Second World War 
as a ‘good war’ became widespread,” start-
ing in the 1990s. Another goal: to describe 
why that transition in memory, some of it 
official (and officially engineered), is so 
tectonically important — not just for China, 
but for the world.

What is this transition, and why has it 
happened? In his introduction, Mitter writes:

During the Mao era, class identity 
was central to China’s self-definition; 
under Deng Xiaoping, class distinc-
tions were blurred with the restoration 
of capitalism. A new form of non-class-
based national identity was needed. 
World War II, with its message of 
shared anti-Japanese struggle across 
class lines, proved to be a powerful 
vehicle for that new nationalism.
 
Not only across class lines, but across 

battle lines. Chiang Kai-Shek’s Nationalists 
(the Guomindang, commonly abbreviated 
KMT) were the primary opponents of the 

Japanese military expansion into China 
that started in the late 1920s, and became a 
full-scale invasion in 1937. Yet for decades, 
recognition of the KMT role in “China’s 
good war” had been all but forbidden 
outright. Chiang famously described the 
Japanese as a “disease of the skin,” but the 
Communists as a “disease of the heart,” 
and the CCP leadership felt similarly about 
their eventually defeated KMT nemesis. 
Mao Zedong famously opined that the CCP 
should thank the Japanese, because without 
their invasion, the CCP would not have 
prevailed to the extent that its leaders could 
sit in Beijing and enjoy the city’s famous, 
eponymous opera performances.

In Mitter’s chapter named “History 
Wars: How Historical Research Shaped 
China’s Politics,” he quotes “a depth charge 
under the CCP’s traditional historiography 
of the war years,” placed there by an essay in 
the mainland academic journal Republican 
Archives (Minguo Dang’an) in 1987.

 
Of course, looked at with today’s 

eyes, the history of the war of resis-
tance written in the 30 years since 
the foundation of the PRC is clearly 
inadequate and has serious flaws. 
First, the research was too narrow…

In “Old Memories, New Media”, Mit-
ter traces the changing nature, and content, 
of bloggers and other denizens of China’s 
social media, and of course the rapid growth 
of the anti-Imperial Japan movie genre. This 
transition has proven a challenge. In 2019, 
The Eight Hundred, an epic drama about 
an iconic defense by the Chinese during 
the 1937 Battle of Shanghai (August to 
November 1937), was scheduled to debut 
at the Shanghai International Film Festival. 
The festival cancelled the showing, and The 
Eight Hundred was later released only after 
some further “editing”, because of a robust 
dispute about how to portray the KMT sol-
diers and flag.

The Chinese Red Culture Associa-
tion, linked to the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences, had condemned 
the film, arguing that it gave far too 
rosy a view of the Nationalist govern-

ment’s contribution to the war. The 
group was outraged over scenes such 
as one in which the Chinese soldiers 
defend the Chinese Nationalist flag 
with its distinctive white star and blue 
background.

There were no overtly Communist 
troops in the 1937 battle, indeed there were 
few anywhere, one year after the end of the 
Long March, which retreat had decimated 
(literally) the Communist forces. And no 
hammer-and-sickle flag.

Part of creating a “good war” narrative 
within China requires rehabilitation of the 
KMT, part requires changing the enemy 
from Chinese of other class backgrounds 
to Imperial Japan. Each component is 
fraught. Regarding the ongoing challenge 
of integrating the KMT into the “good war” 
narrative, Mitter writes:

Still today, the CCP is in a position 
where it is making several conflicting 
arguments simultaneously: that (by 
implication) the Nationalist state was 
legitimate and sovereign, presumably 
up to 1949, even though the civil war 
was based on the premise that it was 
not … The state has still not found 
the right balance to enable it to use 
but also control the memory of the 
Nationalists.

And as for an evolving relationship 
with Japan,

Yet at some level, the dispute be-
tween these two countries is not best 
understood as a conflict between Chi-
na and Japan. Rather, it stems from a 
continuing debate within China about 
the nature of Chinese identity … many 
of the gestures that observers and 
external bodies suggest for bringing 
about Sino-Japanese reconciliation, 
whether further apologies from Japan 
or the writing of joint textbooks, are 
unlikely to bring about a final resolu-
tion to the issue. These are rationalist 
responses to what is an emotional and 
ideological phenomenon.

Moreover, the CCP’s “good war” ini-
tiative is not, indeed cannot be, merely 
domestic. In his penultimate chapter, “The 
Cairo Syndrome: World War II and China’s 
Contemporary International Relations,” 
Mitter points out that

China’s international relations 
have been significantly shaped by 
its attempt to change the collective 
memory of the war, particularly in 
the twenty-first century.

He quotes from a Xi Jinping speech in 
2015:

The goal is to reconsider the great 
path of the Chinese People’s War 
of Resistance and confirm the great 
contribution that the war of resistance 
made to the victory in the world an-
tifascist war … We must encourage 
international society accurately to 
recognize the position and role in the 
world antifascist war of the Chinese 
People’s War of Resistance.

There’s no shortage of justification for 
official China’s claim to moral legitimacy 

for the country’s sacrifices during the War 
of Resistance. Well north of 10 million 
Chinese died unnatural deaths between 1937 
and 1945, most of them civilians murdered 
by the Imperial Japanese Army. And the 
continent tied down more than half a million 
Japanese troops during those years. In the 
introduction, Mitter writes, 

If the United States could gain 
decades of dominance on the back of 
its wartime contributions to Asia, Chi-
nese analysts argue today, so should 
China …

and that China “is keen for its growing 
presence in the world to be seen as one of 
normative and moral leadership, rather than 
leadership defined solely by economic and 
military weight.”

Regardless of the theoretical merit of 
that argument, it may not matter much — at 
least so far. Several years ago, a consortium 
of Chinese and Hollywood folks set out to 
make a blockbuster about Imperial Japan’s 
1938-1943 bombing of China’s wartime 
capital, Chongqing. Titled “The Bombing,” 
the film attracted Bruce Willis as leading 
man and Mel Gibson as art director. Mitter 
quotes from Showbiz, an industry publica-
tion, in 2016:

… we may never see “The Bomb-
ing.” It’s a bomb … It’s about the 
Chinese fighting back against the 
Japanese in World War II … It’s not 
like a lot of people around the world 
care about that.

Official China may aim for the “good 
war” repurposing to enhance their moral as 
well as realpolitik stature, but it will surely 
be an uphill, er, battle to gain even the at-
tention of the G-7 on this point, let alone 
their appreciation.

But habitual lack of awareness or ap-
preciation from the rest of the world may 
matter less and less. China’s increasing 
assertion of its moral legitimacy may be 
harder and harder to ignore. In his conclu-
sion, Mitter suggests why official China’s 
repurposing of the memory of the war years 
is so important today — and tomorrow — 
and therefore suggests why his book about 
that strategy is so timely and valuable. In 
the final two sentences of “China’s Good 
War,” Mitter writes:

As China becomes more powerful, 
the world will have to pay more atten-
tion to the stories that it wants to tell. 
Whether we realize it or not, we are 
all living in China’s long postwar. ♦
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HK will no longer be US playground: China 
Daily editorial
Source: China Daily | Sept. 24, 2021

The "Fact Sheet: US Interference in 
Hong Kong Affairs and Support for Anti-
China, Destabilizing Forces" released by 
the central government on Friday shows the 
U.S.' attempts to interfere in Hong Kong are 
more extensive than previously assumed and 
why it is important to broaden the scope of 
the measures to safeguard national security.

Washington's endorsement for seces-
sionists in the Hong Kong Special Admin-
istrative Region began in earnest during the 
mayhem in 2019, with the two bills related 
to Hong Kong authorizing then U.S. presi-
dent Donald Trump in November 2019 to 
impose sanctions on Hong Kong entities 
leaving no doubt about the evil designs of 
Washington.

Since then the United States has left 
no stones unturned to sabotage the SAR's 

peace, stability and development, in a bid 
to use the city as a foothold in the region to 
implement its China-containment strategy.

As the document indicates, the U.S. 
enacted Hong Kong-related laws to vilify 
the central government's policy for the 
SAR, while imposing sanctions on Hong 
Kong entities in an attempt to obstruct the 
implementation of the National Security 
Law and related regulations.

To destabilize Hong Kong society, the 
U.S. has been making baseless charges 
against the city's administration, especially 
the police force, which is considered one 
of the most professional and impartial law 
enforcers in the world, and shielding seces-
sionists and other anti-China forces.

Washington has also been ganging up 
with its allies against China by launching a 

diatribe against everything Chinese, includ-
ing the SAR local government — all this 
in order to manipulate facts about Hong 
Kong and turn the international community 
against China.

The fact sheet exposes the devilish 
sophistication the U.S. is capable of when 
it comes to portraying itself as the biggest 
defender of human rights. But history tells 
us that it is by far the most brutal violator 
of human rights as, to cite just a couple of 
examples, its criminally poor response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and the deaths 
and sufferings it has caused in Afghanistan 
show.

Yet for the schemers and saboteurs, as 
long as they feign to defend democracy and 
freedom, they can justify whatever cause 
they pretend to uphold, the excellent snake 

oil salesmen that they are.
But the fact is, they ride roughshod over 

basic international relations norms and seri-
ously undermine the world order.

The document constitutes not only a 
strong response from the Chinese side to the 
US' not-so-clandestine attempts to interfere 
in the country's internal affairs, but also sets 
the record straight — that the US will go to 
any length to maintain its global hegemony 
no matter how divorced from the trend of 
the times its attempts are.

With the institutional fences in Hong 
Kong being mended, the channels for the US 
and its allies to infiltrate the SAR will soon 
be closed, showing they had underestimated 
China's resolve and capability to protect its 
core interests. ♦

Jo u r n e y  o f  o n e 
Chinese American 
doctor
Continued from page 7

Wanted:  

ONLINE  
English Language Teachers 
 

 

Would you like to help Chinese students in 
grades 6-12 polish their spoken and written 
English skills (and, occasionally, history and 
literature)? We are hiring native English-speaking 
teachers to teach ESL (different levels) or high 
school U.S. history or literature. 

Teach from our Twin Cities cloud-classroom setup 
or your home office. Teaching will usually take 
place in the evenings (6-10 p.m.), early mornings 
(6-8 a.m.), or weekends. Number of hours are 
flexible. Rates are from $15 to $40 per hour 
based on the course requirements and the 
teacher’s experience. 

Teaching experience is required. Teaching license is preferred, but not necessary. 

If interested, please contact Richard at 612-987-6540 or rhe@chinainsight.info. 

 

 

球  知  教  育  集  团 Be Your Own Boss!
China Insight is seeking a self-motivated individual 
to sell advertising space for our newspaper. China 
Insight has been publishing for 15 years. The ideal 
individual we seek must be passionate about our 
mission, be resourceful, creative and capable of 
working independently. We offer a very generous 
commission structure and you get to set your 
own hours. 

Contact Greg Hugh at 612-723-4872 or email 
ghugh@chinainsight.info

Lee would like CI to take this opportunity to highlight the importance of getting 
colorectal cancer screening tests.  

Since the 1990s, colorectal cancer rate has more than doubled among adults 
under age 50 and more younger people are dying from the disease.  In 2020, the 
National Cancer Institute predicted approximately 18,000 people under age 50 will 
be diagnosed with colorectal cancer in the U.S. alone.  Based on 2018 data, the 
CDC website states that colorectal cancer is the third most common cancer and 
third leading cause of cancer-related deaths in the U.S.  It also showed the rate of 
new colon and rectum cancers in Asian and Pacific Islanders are 27.8 per 100,000 
people, fourth highest after Blacks, (40.4), white (35.8) and Hispanic (32.3), and 
it occurs in males more than females in the Asian and Pacific Islander population.

The American Cancer Society recommends adults 45 and older to undergo regu-
lar screening with either a high-sensitivity stool-based test or a structural (visual) 
exam.  Additional details below:

• ACS recommendations (and rationale) for screening for early detection
• Summary chart of American Cancer Society Colorectal Cancer Screening 

Guideline

Thank you 
for reading 

China Insight

mailto:rhe%40chinainsight.info?subject=
mailto:ghugh%40chinainsight.info?subject=Advertising%20Rep%20Position
mailto:ghugh%40chinainsight.info?subject=China%20Insight%20Advertising%20Representative
https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/colorectal/statistics/use-screening-tests-BRFSS.htm
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.3322/caac.21457
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.3322/caac.21457#caac21457-tbl-0001
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.3322/caac.21457#caac21457-tbl-0001
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Chinese Friendship Garden Phase II 
launched with Moon Festival celebration
By Greg Hugh

The St. Paul-Changsha China Friendship 
Garden, located in Phalen Park, St. Paul, 
celebrated the launch of the Garden’s Phase 
II design, planning and construction with a 
site dedication event on Sept.18, 2021.  

Community members participated in this 
celebration facilitated in Hmong, English 
and Mandarin Chinese languages to gather 
input on design elements including a Hmong 
Plaza, Moon Bridge, expansion of the Xiang 
Jiang Pavilion ornamental garden, and the 
East Moon Gate  and Donor Wall.

The Minnesota China Friendship Gar-
den Society (MCFGS) planned an all-day 
event and was fortunate to be provided 
with spectacular weather throughout the 
day.  The event began about 10 a.m. with 
Dakota drummers who are considered the 
original stewards of this parkland.  A formal 
ceremony then followed to dedicate the 
future Hmong Plaza with a feng shui bless-
ing, performances and speeches, followed 
by a lunch break.

After lunch, the Nine Art Stones were 
unveiled.  These represent the Chinese, 
Hmong and Dakota voices in the garden, 
and five stones featuring calligraphy of co-

founder C.C. Hsiao and MCFGS advisor, 
Weiming Lu.  After the stone ceremony 
came presentation of winners of New Voices 
of the Garden Poetry contest.  For those 
who remained through dinner, they were 
able to celebrate the Mid-Autumn Festival 
with traditional Chinese fashion show and 
musical performances.  Photographers were 
available to take photos that could be pur-
chased to benefit the garden.

The St Paul-Changsha China Friend-
ship Garden, poetically known as 柳明
園 (Liu Ming Yuan), Lub Vaj Phooj Ywg 
(Garden of Friendship), and Garden of 
Whispering Willows & Flowing Waters, 
is a community-based, volunteer-driven 
public garden developed through long-term 
collaboration among the Minnesota China 
Friendship Garden Society (MCFGS), the 
St. Paul Department of Parks & Recreation, 
the Phalen Park neighborhood, and Twin 
Cities Hmong and Chinese communities.  
The city of Changsha is St Paul’s sister city 
in south China.

MCFGS website: https://mnchinagarden.
org.

Photos by Jijun He

https://mnchinagarden.org/
https://mnchinagarden.org/
https://mnchinagarden.org/
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Moon Festival celebration hosted by Mall of America and 
Alliance of Minnesota Chinese Organizations (AMCO)
By Will Ahern, contributor | October 2021

The Mid-Autumn Festival is also called 
the Moon Festival or the Mooncake Festival.  
It traditionally falls on the 15th day of the 
eighth month of the Chinese lunar calendar, 
which is in September or early October on 
the Gregorian calendar.

In 2021, Mid-Autumn Festival fell on 
Sept. 21.  Mainland Chinese people had a 
3-day public holiday from Sept. 19 to 21.

A “mid-autumn festival” is also cel-
ebrated in many other Asian communities 
besides China.  In China, it's a reunion time 
for families, just like Thanksgiving, while 
in Vietnam, it's more like a children's day. 

The Mid-Autumn Festival is the second 
most important festival in China after Chi-
nese New Year.  Chinese people celebrate 
it by gathering for dinners, worshipping 

the moon, lighting paper lanterns, eating 
mooncakes, etc.

The festival was recently celebrated in 
the TCF Rotunda at the Mall of America.  
The event was held from noon until 5 p.m. 
- a long day filled with a full agenda so 
families could get together and celebrate. 

AMCO organized the event that in-
cluded local Chinese community groups that 
performed dances and other cultural and art 
presentations to share their heritage.

The event began with a video of a dragon 
lion dance along with video greetings from 
prominent government and organization 
leaders followed by a variety of perform-
ers. ♦

Photos by Will Ahern

Global Award winners Gao 
Hong and Issam Rafea hold 
new CD release concert
Date & time: Sunday, Oct. 10, 3 p.m.
Location: The Cedar Cultural center, 416 Cedar Ave., South 
Minneapolis (map)
Tickets: $20 (advance purchase), $25 (day of concert)

Pipa master Gao Hong and oud master 
Issam Rafea did not skip a beat during the 
pandemic lockdown.  They worked on their 
newest CD, “From Our World to Yours.”  
At the release concert on Oct. 10, audience 
will be able to experience their fiery and 
passionate music live at The Cedar Cultural 
Center!  Seating is general admission, first-
come, first-served.

The new CD was picked as a Top 10 
Album from Around the World by Song-
lines in the U.K., where reviewer Charlie 
Cawood wrote “The chemistry between Gao 
Hong and Issam Rafea is never less than 
impeccable, and this recording serves as 
the next instalment in a fascinating ongoing 
conversation."  

Gao teaches Chinese musical instru-
ments and directs the Carleton Chinese 
Music Ensemble and the Global Music 
Ensemble at Carleton College in Minnesota.  
Rafea is one of Syria's elite musicians and 
was invited to the United States in March 
2013 to direct the Middle Eastern Music 
Ensemble at Northern Illinois University 
School of Music.

The duo is known for their live improvi-
sations blending Chinese and Arabic tech-

niques.  Since they never discuss what they 
will play in advance, no two performances 
are ever the same.  Therefore, each concert 
is a once-in-a-lifetime experience, and audi-
ences witness singular creations that come 
to life before their very eyes and ears - but 
are never to be repeated again.

Patrons who require special seating ac-
commodations should contact The Cedar di-
rectly.  Check for and details on COVID-19 
vaccination and test result policy online.

You can watch a video of their music. ♦

Science in China: 
Implications for U.S. Public 
Policy
Date & time: Wednesday, Oct. 27, 5 p.m.
Free and open to the public

About the Speaker
On July 26, 2018, Craig Allen began his 

tenure as the sixth President of the United 
States-China Business Council (USCBC), a 
private, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization 
representing over 200 American companies 
doing business with China. 

Prior to joining USCBC, Craig had a 
long, distinguished career in U.S. public 
service. 

His last government position was as 
U.S. Ambassador to Brunei Darussalam 
(December 2014–July 2018).

Before that, Craig served in Washington 
as Deputy Assistant Secretary for China 
(2012–2014) in the Department of Com-
merce’s International Trade Administration 
(ITA), and as Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Asia (2010–2012). 

In-Person or Virtual Format
As the COVID-19 situation is ever-

changing, we are waiting to determine if 
an in-person format will be possible for this 
event. When you register, you can indicate 
whether you would like to attend in person 
or virtually. If we do offer an in-person 
event, virtual attendance will still be an op-
tion. Register online at https://chinacenter.
umn.edu/events/2021/10/27/bob-and-kim-
griffin-building-us-china-bridges-lecture.

About the Griffin Lecture
Building a legacy for their children and 

for Minnesota, Bob and Kim Griffin created 
an endowment fund at the China Center to 
establish the “Bob and Kim Griffin Building 
U.S.- China Bridges Lecture.” The Griffin’s 
substantial gift reflects their commitment to 
promoting the mutual respect between the 
two cultures and their passion to connect 
people to China. ♦

Events

Events

http://maps.google.com/?q=416%20Cedar%20Avenue%20South%20Minneapolis,%20MN,%2055454
https://www.thecedar.org/listing-2/2021/10/10/gao-hong-and-issam-rafea-cd-release-concert
https://www.thecedar.org/access
https://www.thecedar.org/a-statement-on-upcoming-shows-at-the-cedar
https://www.thecedar.org/a-statement-on-upcoming-shows-at-the-cedar
https://www.facebook.com/132038910799676/posts/841444803192413/?d=n
https://chinacenter.umn.edu/events/2021/10/27/bob-and-kim-griffin-building-us-china-bridges-lecture
https://chinacenter.umn.edu/events/2021/10/27/bob-and-kim-griffin-building-us-china-bridges-lecture
https://chinacenter.umn.edu/events/2021/10/27/bob-and-kim-griffin-building-us-china-bridges-lecture
https://chinacenter.umn.edu/events/2021/10/27/bob-and-kim-griffin-building-us-china-bridges-lecture

