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Cream-colored ponies and crisp apple strudels these definitely are not. Only better! This stuffed sweet
peppers dish is just one of many dishes on the menu of a well-loved restaurant that will make many
of you start singing “These are a few of my favourite things.” With pandemic restrictions easing and
summer riots of 2020 in the rearview mirror, good (Chinese) eats are starting up again! p. 6

Community, p. 8

Business & Economy

State exports dip 4% in first quarter,
prospects for growth appear

• Minnesota exports of goods (including agricultural, mining and manufactured
products) were valued at $5.4 billion in the
first quarter of 2021, representing a drop of
4% (or $238 million) since the first quarter

of 2020.
• State exports grew
6% in March 2021– interrupting the persistent
monthly declines since
March 2020.
• U.S. exports of
goods rose 2% during
in the first quarter. More
than half the states had
positive or flat export
growth since the first
quarter of 2020.
• Minnesota’s manufactured exports shrank
6% to $5.1 billion in
the first quarter of 2021.
U.S. manufactured exports sank 1%.

Sales of Minnesota goods
resume growth in selected
markets

• Exports grew to many top markets in
this quarter, perhaps signaling a reversal of
the past year’s trends.
• The state’s exports increased 3% to
North America – the state’s top regional
market – boosted by growth to Mexico (up
16%). Exports slid 10% to both Asia and the
European Union. Exports began to rebound
in markets such as Belgium (up 12%), Taiwan (up 46%) and the Philippines (up 64%),
but continued to struggle in Canada, China,
Japan, Germany and Korea.
• Exports grew 1% to both the European markets outside the European Union
region (led by the 64% surge in exports to
Switzerland) and the Central and South
American region (where Costa Rica (up
18%), the Dominican Republic (up 57%),
Nicaragua (up 158%) and Guatemala (up
81%) uplifted sales).
Continued on page 4
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Publisher’s Pronouncements

ChinaInsight

Greetings:
If traffic is any kind of an indicator, it
appears that the COVID-19 crisis appears
to have abated as people are hitting the road
in response to relaxing of social distancing
requirements in the State of Minnesota. The
timing could have happened at a more appropriate time as the weather is warming up
so people can enjoy dining outdoors and all
kind of outdoor activities including sports.
We still have a ways to go get COVID-19
under control, but at least we can move
about responsibly and slowly return to a
normal life.
It’s refreshing to see the community
again come to life as many organizations
are winding down social distancing gatherings and beginning to transition away from
zoom meetings and are now able to hold
events as normal.
As summer heats up, so do the number
of great local outdoor activities scheduled
throughout the Twin Cities area to capitalize on the arrival of summer vacations and
great weather. This bodes well for all of the
graduation ceremonies and parties that will
be held throughout the Twin Cities area and
we congratulate the Class of 2021 and wish
them great success as they move on to the
next chapter of their lives.
The return of live performances is the
CAAM-Chinese Dance Theatre Spring
Recital listed on page 5 and the Twin Cities
Chinese Dance Center Rhythm of Spring
III on page 8.
See page 6 to learn about Peking Garden Restaurant returns to business and the
awarding of the Stanley Chong Scholars by

CAAM on page 7.
China Insight would like to congratulate
Melody Zhou on page 11 for being awarded
the Rotary Woman Leadership Award.
We also want to take this opportunity
to wish all of the dads out there a Happy
Father’s Day even though in Mainland
China, Father's Day (the third Sunday in
June) is relatively unknown. It isn't a public
holiday, but expats in China might celebrate
it. Perhaps their family, friends, or coworkers might honor some Western fathers on
the day.
This was not always the case though.
During the WWII years, Father's Day was
celebrated on August 8. The Republic of
China government wanted to celebrate the
soldiers who died and honor fathers. They
chose that date because in Chinese August
8 can be shortened to "bā bā" (八八 'eight
eight'). This sounds similar to the informal
word for father (爸爸, bàba). This tradi-

tion dropped off in the Mainland, but was
continued in Taiwan under the Republic of
China government.
In Taiwan, Father's Day is not an official
holiday, but is now widely observed on
August 8. People often take their father out
for dinner, give gifts, or at least call them to
give them a greeting. (Baba Jie means 八八
节 or 爸爸节 / 父亲节: 'August 8th Day'
or 'Fathers' Day'.)
As always, thank you for your support
of China Insight.
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Gangsters rule
“I feel this is declaring a war on all Hong
Kongers. Gangsters are now ruling Hong
Kong,” said an Epoch Times Hong Kong
reporter after she was brutally ambushed
and beaten with an aluminium bat outside
her home in Hong Kong on May11.
The reporter’s legs were badly bruised.
She noted that there had been suspicious
vehicles and men stalking her the week
before the attack.
The U.S. State Department condemned
the attack. Rep. Greg Steube (R-Fla.) said
in an email to The Epoch Times the attacks
were “egregious examples” of the Chinese
Communist Party seeking to silence critics
“holding them accountable for human rights
abuses and oppression in Hong Kong. He
applauded The Epoch Times for not backing
down and continue to speak the truth about
the horrors of the CCP.
There has been a spate of attacks on the
Epoch Times Hong Kong recently. It is a
strong sign of Beijing trying to silence one
of the few remaining independent voices
left in Hong Kong. On April 12, intruders
broke in and damaged printing presses and

Shocking corruption
computers of the Epoch Times. It was the
fifth attack of the facility since its founding
in 2004.
Organizations that advocate for freedom
of expression are calling for a full investigation and bringing the perpetrators to justice.
“There is no more dangerous tactic of silencing the free press than of physically assaulting a journalist,” a spokesperson for a New
York nonprofit told The Epoch Times. ♦

fered by others
Possible reasons cited are:
• The majority of small Asian-owned businesses are restaurants, nail salons, gift stores
for which restrictive lockdowns and closures
affected most
• Asian populations are concentrated in big
urban areas in states with high infectious
rates such as New York and California
• Asian owners’ language skills may have
hindered many from accessing government aid
• Misconception of the origin of the virus
stirred anti-Asian sentiments, contributing
to doing business with Asian -owned businesses
Since January 2020, 34% of America’s
small businesses have closed. However,
for Asian-owned businesses, a partner at
McKinsey says that “while causation is
difficult to prove, there is a correlation between rising discrimination and the financial
injury experienced by Asian businesses.”
It’ll take Asian businesses longer to recover
than businesses owned by other minority
groups.♦

Feast for eyes and brain
Shandong Province in east China will
be host to China’s 30th National Book
Expo on July 15-19. The main site will be
in the provincial capital of Jinan. The other
two locations are Yantai in northeastern
Shandong Province and Tai’nan in western
Shandong Province.
Touted as “bigger and better,” there will
be 1,400 publishing companies from all
over the country exhibiting approximately
400,000 latest titles and related technology
products. There will be 10 themes spanning
eight exhibit halls at Jinan alone, with the
centenary of the Community Party being a
special focus. The Jinan government also
will be offering free book vouchers worth
US$778,000 to encourage booklovers to
purchase books and relevant products.
In response to the pandemic, there will
be a digital version of the expo also: VR
exhibitions, immersive cultural experiences,
“smart” custom printing, AI technologies.
An official of the National Press and
Publication Administration says 2021 is a

Five former banking regulators in North
China’s Inner Mongolia autonomous region
have taken more than US$109 million in
bribes between them.
China’s top antigraft agency reported
that the Baoshang Bank Co. Ltd., the failed
lender that had been taken over by the state
in May 2019, had been investigated for more
than 50 times and the regulators who inspected the bank deliberately avoided parts
of the business that had significant risks.
Corruption was endemic among the
regulators and was an important factor in
the collapse of the bank. Some 80% of
the bribes uncovered by the Central Commission for Discipline Inspection’s task
force were related to the lender, the report
said. Xue Jining, a former head of the inner Mongolia branch of the now-defunct
China Banking Regulatory Commission,

who is currently standing trial for corruption, admitted accepting close to US$63
million in bribes from 37 individuals from
2002-2015, the report said. Xue has been
accused of illegally issuing approvals for
village banks, engaging in profit-making
activities and abusing his power to help his
son make money.
The corrupt banking regulators have
been expelled from the Communist Party. ♦

Tiny living

Asian-American businesses’ twin
crises

In “normal” times, only 9% of Asian
American-owned businesses were financially distressed, lowest of all other minorityowned businesses (19% for Black-owned,
16% of Hispanic-owned). However, the
pandemic wreaked a heavier financial toll
on Asian American-owned businesses, especially small businesses.
According to Robinhood, during 2020:
• 90% of small Asian-American firms lost
sales, a higher rate than for other groups
• By the end of March, sales for Asian
American businesses were down by 60%
from 2019 — compared to a 50% drop suf-
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Does 16 square feet qualify as a room?
In Hong Kong, it does! (There is no standard for minimum living space in Hong
Kong currently. However, in public rental
housing, the minimum internal floor space
per person is approximately 70 square feet.)
Recently posted on a community ecommerce site was an ad for an “all-new but a
little shaky helper’s bed” (see image) within
a seaside residential high-rise complex.
As can be seen, it really is just a wooden
platform above a cavity for storage jammed
into a narrow, windowless space that’s too
tiny even to accommodate a door! These
miniscule “quarters” are usually what the
nearly 370,000 Filipino maids in Hong
Kong are relegated to.
The seller of this bed added in the description, “not for perfectionists.” Hah! Not
for humans, more accurately! ♦
Related article: “Tiny House Living,”
China Insight, February 2017

Peeping cameras
How would you feel
if a surveillance camera
was installed directly
above your desk at work?
Violated!
In June 2019, an office in Guangdong Province did just that to a
female employee. She
used two umbrellas to block the camera as
she was concerned the camera location was
“easy to expose her” to her male boss. She

was fired after she refused
to remove the umbrellas.
She filed a claim
from her company stating the location of the
camera was an infringement on her privacy. She
claimed compensation
of US$50,000 from her
company for being illegally terminated.
The local court ruled against her. Twice.
Maybe third time’s the charm? ♦

Phase 2 probe

remarkable year to hold a grand national
book event that offers “publishing professionals and readers to gain a deeper understanding of underlying logic and reasons - be
it theoretical, cultural, political or social
ones-to support the achievements Chinese
people have made over the years, and the
happy lives they're enjoying.” ♦

At the heart of the COVID-19 virus
origin is the Wuhan Institute of Virology in
Wuhan, China. The lab had refused to share
raw data, safety logs and lab records about
their work on coronaviruses in bats.
In a bipartisan move, the U.S. senate
passed a resolution on May 28 calling on the
World Health Organization (WHO) to get to
the bottom of the origins of the COVID-19
virus, demanding “full and transparent access to records in China” as well as end
China’s “stonewalling” and “coverup.”
Introduced by Sens. Roger Marshall
(R-Kan.) and Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.),
the resolution stated the second probe
“must fully explore all possible sources
of the COVID-19 pandemic, including
exclusively ‘natural’ zoonosis in the wild,
human contamination in an animal farm,
and a research-related accident.” It calls

on global partners to insist on full accountability should China continue to cover up.
The March report on the first WHO
investigation was considered “flawed” and
raised concerns from more than a dozen
nations. The Phase 2 of the COVID origins
study must be “launched with terms of reference that are transparent, science-based, and
give international experts the independence
to fully assess the source of the virus and
the early days of the outbreak.” ♦
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White House established AANHPI iniative

Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and
Pacific Islander (AA and NHPI) communities together constitute the fastest growing
ethnic group in the United States.
On May 28, President Joe Biden signed
an order on advancing equity, justice, and
opportunity for AANHPIs. The imitative
established 12 priorities, the first two are
to coordinate federal response to the rise of
anti-Asian bias and violence.
The order will also reestablish Presidential Advisory Commission on Asian
Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific
Islanders. The Commission will advise the
president on attacking anti-Asian xenophobia and violence as well as mitigating the

negative impact on AANHPI communities
caused by COVID-19 and the anti-Asian
attacks.
Other areas of focus are:
• Expanding language access and language
assistance programs” across federal programs.
• Addressing the concentration of poverty
experienced in many AA and NHPI communities.
• Advancing climate and environmental justice for AA and NHPI communities who are
particularly impacted by the climate crisis
and are overburdened by environmental
degradation.
• Empowering AA and NHPI entrepreneurs,

building new workforce training opportunities, and promoting workplaces that are
free from harassment against AA and NHPI
workers.
• Addressing disparities in educational
outcomes for AA and NHPI students of all
ages, and addressing bullying, harassment,
and discrimination” in schools.
• Strengthening public awareness and education about AA and NHPI communities,
cultures, and traditions.
The initiative will also work on disaggregating data on the AANHPI communities.
Biden selected longtime Capitol Hill
staffer Krystal Ka’ai, a Native Hawaiian
with strong ties to Hawaii, to serve as executive director of and lead the initiative.
Ka’ai’s headed the Congressional Asian
Pacific American Caucus (CAPAC) since
2013. She has an extensive history in AAPI
advocacy, having served in various roles
with the U.S. Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and
the National Japanese American Memorial
Foundation. The Commission was previously under the Department of Education
will be under the Department of Health and
Human Services.
On May 20, the president signed into
law the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, which
in a rare break from Washington gridlock,

Krystal Ka’ai, executive director of newly
created Iniative on Advancing Equity, Justice
and Opportunity for Asian Americans.

passed through Congress with bipartisan
support. It is intended to “expedite the
review of pandemic-related hate crimes
and make grants available to help local law
enforcement improve reporting of biasdriven incidents.”
More than 6,600 hate incidents against
the AAPI community have been reported
in the year since the pandemic began, according to a report from Stop AAPI Hate,
a national coalition addressing anti-Asian
racism. ♦

Business & Economy

State
exports

Continued from page 1
Demand increases for
machinery, electric equipment,
vehicles and food by-products

• Many products displayed signs of
export growth and early signs of recovery
in March 2021.
• Exports of four of the state’s top 10
products grew in the first quarter: machinery
(up 19%), electrical equipment (up 11%),
vehicles (up 9%) and food by-products (up
27%).
• Machinery exports were propelled by
machinery used to make semiconductors
sold to the Philippines (up $104 million).
Sales grew to Canada, Ireland, Taiwan and
Germany, and in areas such as spraying
equipment (up 23%), pumps (up 14%) and
computers (up 17%).
• Electrical equipment sales surged to
China (up 70%), Mexico (up 32%), Taiwan
(up 91%), Canada (15%) and Japan (up
25%). Leading segments included integrated
circuits (up 51%) and diodes, transistors
(up 63%).
• Vehicles gained traction in Switzerland
($19 million, up from $382,000), Belgium
(up 71%), Mexico (up 5%) and Russia (up
550%). Areas such as specialty vehicles
(e.g. snowmobiles, ATVs) and motorcycles
grew strongly.
• Canada (up 82%) and Mexico (up
90%) fueled exports of food by-products –
particularly of soybean oilcake.
• Depressed demand persisted for products such as optic, medical (down 22%),
plastics (down 27%), organic chemicals
(down 64%) and stone, plaster, cement
(down 38%).
• Slumping demand for mineral fuels,
oils in Canada (down 19%) drove the overall
downward trend.

• Other high growth food and agricultural products included cereals (up 305%), oil
seeds. misc. grain (up 24%), beverages (up
18%), dairy, eggs (up 13%) and vegetables
(up 27%). Exports of meat were unchanged.
• Global sales also jumped for art, antiques (up $32 million, driven by Japan);
arms, ammunition (up 64%, driven by
Taiwan and Canada); aluminum (up 33%,
driven by Canada and China); and ships,
boats (up 83%, driven by Canada). Canada,
Malaysia and China boosted exports of iron,
steel (up 65%) and copper (up 114%). ♦

Minnesota Quarterly Export Statistics
is the most current resource available
for tracking the state’s export trends in
manufactured and other good. The report
is prepared for the Minnesota Trade Office
(MTO) by the Department of Employment
and Economic Development’s (DEED) Economic Analysis Unit (Thu-Mai Ho-Kim).
The quarterly and annual statistics reports
primarily cover export data based on the
Harmonized Tariff System (Schedule B),
collected by the U.S. Department of Commerce (USDOC) and distributed by IHS
Markit. Reports are available on DEED’s
website at “Export and Trade Statistics”
(http://mn.gov/deed/data/export-stats/).
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Language

Mandarin phrases to make you sound like a local
Now that travel is opening up again, should you find yourself in mainland China, here
are some phrases that may prove invaluable in an assortment of situations. Some phrases
that your classroom language classes may never have taught!
The Chinese have some of the most colorful insults. We’ll share a few here!
English

Chinese

Pinyin

Excuse me, my Chinese is not 对不起我的中文 duì bu qǐ, wǒ de zhōng wén bù hǎo
不好
good
Do you speak English?

你会说英语吗?

nǐ huì shuō yīng yǔ ma?

Sorry to bother you

打扰一下

dǎrǎo yīxià

I just want to ask…

我想问一下

wǒ xiǎng wèn yīxià…

Where is the bathroom?

洗手间在哪？

xǐshǒujiān zài nǎ?

English

Chinese

Pinyin

I’d like to look at the menu

我想看看菜单

wǒ xiǎng kàn kan cài dān

Can we order now?

可以点菜了吗？

Restaurant

What’s good to eat here?

kě yǐ diǎn cài le ma
这里有什么好吃 zhè lǐ yǒu shén me hào chī de
的？

What is this?

这是怎麽

zhè shì zěn me

Ready to order

准备点菜

zhǔn bèi diǎn cài

Bill, please

买单

mǎidān

Let me get past please (in crowded 借过一下
space)

jiè guò yī xià

Shopping

Be careful!

小心！

xiǎoxīn!

Can I use a credit card?

Hey, watch out!

看点！

kàn diǎn!

我可以使用信用 wǒ kě yǐ shǐ yòng xìn yòng kǎ ma
卡吗？

No problem

没问题

méi wèntí

I’m just looking

我看一下

Wǒ kàn yīxià

Don’t worry about it

没关系

Méiguānxi

That’s too expensive!

太贵了！

tài guìle!

Excuse me, driver, are you free?

你好，司機，你 nǐ hǎo, sī jī, nǐ zǒu ma?
走吗？

Make it cheaper.

便宜一点。

piányí yīdiǎn.

I don’t need that, thanks

我不用，谢谢。

wǒ bùyòng, xièxiè

Keep going

继续

ìxù

I don’t want it

不要了

Bù yào le

We missed it!

过了

guòle!

Pull over here please

这里靠边

zhèlǐ kàobiān

Insults

Can you help me?

可以帮个忙吗？

kKěyǐ bāng ge máng ma

I’m lost

我迷路了

wǒ mílù le

I understand

我懂

wǒ dǒng

I don’t understand

我不懂

wǒ bù dǒng

Brown nosing

Please speak more slowly

请你说得慢一

qǐng shuō dé màn yì diǎn

Please say that again

请你再说一次好 qǐng nǐ zài shuō yīcì hǎo ma
吗

SOB

拍马屁
(pat
pāi mă pì
horse’s ass)
狗崽子
góu zaĭ zi

Country bumpkin

土鳖

too bee-eh

Please write it down

麻烦你写一下， máfan nǐ xiě yīxià, hǎo bù hǎo
好不好

Eating soft rice

吃软饭

chī ruǎn fàn

Scumbag

混蛋

hún dàn

Go away

别管我

bié guǎn wǒ

B.S. / hogwash

吹 牛 (blow up chuī niú
cow)
狗屁 (dog fart)
gŏu pì

250 (insinuates someone isn’t
二百五
measuring up to 1,000)

èr bǎi wŭ

community
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Peking Garden Restaurant back in business
By Wyn Huynh, contributor
The devastating results from the riots
and looting on the day George Floyd was
killed just a year ago have put many businesses out of business. Compounding with
the blow of the COVID pandemic, many
retail stores, restaurants and shops shuttered
their doors — some permanently. A lucky
few survived, however. A beloved, longtime local staple, Peking Garden Restaurant
in St Paul, is one of those lucky few. The
restaurant was in business for carry-out
only during the pandemic until the riots and
looting happened on May 25, 2020. The
restaurant, located in the Midway shopping
mall next to the new Allianz Stadium, sustained fire, smoke and water damage, broken
doors, and a busted cash register. Soon after,
the landlord of the building decided to raze
the structure. Left with no choices, Peking
Garden closed its doors.
To many of its patrons, this was an
unwelcome news. But a multi-generational
family business created by Mr. Wu, 70,
some 30 years ago, and now managed by
his daughter, Mary, would not go under
so easily. The family heard from so many
customers who have touched them with their
stories and memories at Peking Garden —
stories of customers who have been loyal
fans for multiple generations.
“Building this restaurant and serving
you over the past 30 years has truly become
a part of who we are. We are so touched by
each of you and we sincerely hope that we
will be able to rebuild and continue to serve
you and your families again,” Elissa, Mary’s
oldest daughter, posted on her Facebook
page a few days after the looting occurred.

Ornate décor and koi pond of the former Mai Village remain at the reopened Peking Garden Restaurant.

The Peking Garden family’s desire to
rebuild and serve had prompted some of
its loyal customers and friends, including
me, to help.
On behalf of the Peking Garden Restaurant and my close friends, I created a
GoFundMe account, “Keep Peking Garden
Restaurant Alive.” The goal for the campaign was $16,000, and we raised $17,215,
thanks to all generous fans and supporters.
The majority of the fund was used as financial support to the kitchen staff who lost
their jobs as a result of the pandemic and
the closure of the restaurant.
After 10 months of scouting for a new
location and diligent work, the new Peking
Garden Restaurant re-opened for carry-out
only on March 18, 2021 at the former Vietnamese Mai Village restaurant on University

Wanted:

ONLINE

English Language Teachers
Would you like to help Chinese students in
grades 6-12 polish their spoken and written
English skills (and, occasionally, history and
literature)? We are hiring native English-speaking
teachers to teach ESL (different levels) or high
school U.S. history or literature.
Teach from our Twin Cities cloud-classroom setup
or your home office. Teaching will usually take
place in the evenings (6-10 p.m.), early mornings
(6-8 a.m.), or weekends. Number of hours are
flexible. Rates are from $15 to $40 per hour
based on the course requirements and the
teacher’s experience.
Teaching experience is required. Teaching license is preferred, but not necessary.
If interested, please contact Richard at 612-987-6540 or rhe@chinainsight.info.

球 知 教 育 集 团

Avenue (now owned by Hmong American
Partnership).
With almost a year in anticipation, the
new Peking Garden Restaurant is now
open for dine-in service again. On May 20,
a group of fans and supporters of Peking
Garden were invited to the restaurant for
an “appreciation dinner” feast. We were
honored to witness the rebirth of the business, the hard work the family and staff
have carried out, and, last but not least, the
scrumptious Cantonese dishes that we have
been missing for the last 12 months.

restaurants to open to near-full capacity,
between the dining-in service and the carryout orders, the Peking Garden staff barely
have time to catch their breath.
As honored guests, we were treated
with familiar delicious foods, one dish after
another. We started out with corn egg drop
soup, and my favorite Peking duck stuffed
in soft white bun with cucumber, scallion
and cilantro fixing. I have eaten this Peking duck dish from New York City to San
Francisco to other Chinatown restaurants
around the globe, and even in Hong Kong,
I have to admit the Peking duck
at the Peking Garden has the
best-tasting piece of crisp -and
succulent delicacy. Then came
fried crab claws and chicken
wings, delicate sweet peppers
stuffed with shrimp paste and
fried tofu and eggplants. To
celebrate a special occasion,
the not-to-miss dishes, such as
eight-treasures-stuffed duck and
pan-fried noodles with lobster
and ginger scallion, were on
the table. The foods didn’t just
Loyal supporters at appreciation dinner. Mary Lau (black stop there: fresh stir-fried pea
top with red collar) and Wyn Huynh are second- and far tips (my veggie favorite) and
shrimp with walnut Hong Kong
right in the middle row.
style, a creamy and savory dish,
It was such a happy and humbling feel- were also served, followed by chicken fried
ing I felt when I walked into the restaurant. rice, chicken tofu stir-fried with shiitake
The sprawling ornate dining room behind mushrooms, and walleye stir-fried in onion
the gorgeous carved door and a wooden and pepper. The dinner rounded out with
bridge over a koi pond are still there. “It’s fresh fruits and home-made donuts. Every
a beautiful space that is pretty much made dish was excellent. Everyone thoroughly
for us,” commented Mary. The interior of enjoyed the warm hospitality of the Peking
the restaurant was built almost two decades Garden staff.
ago by Mai Village owners, Mai Nguyen and
We thank all donors of the GoFundMe
her husband, Ngoan Dang, who had sourced campaign. Your generosity and words of
most of the hand-carved, dark wood furni- encouragement have helped the Peking
ture and decorations directly from Vietnam. Garden Restaurant family get back on their
Familiar faces were again met for the feet. You have kept their business alive. We
first time since the pandemic lockdown at thank you, Peking Garden Restaurant, for
this gathering. Peking Garden family sib- your resilience and continuity in serving the
ling, Mary, Tina and Tony were our gracious people of the Twin Cities.
hosts and servers. Mr. Wu, the founder and
The new Peking Garden Restaurant is
chief chef of the Peking Garden, who had located at 394 University Ave W, St Paul,
retired but now returned to work, made a MN 55103. 651-644-0888.
short appearance from his busy kitchen https://pekinggardenmn.com/
duties to say hello. Unlike the usual “I’mglad-you-enjoy-my-food,” every time we
had a group dinner there, this time it was
different. Wu’s face was beaming with joy
and his eyes and smile were full of profound
gratitude. A man of few words, “thank you,
thank you …” His daughter Mary chimed in,
“this GoFundMe money has really helped us
and our kitchen staff during the shutdown.
When we reopened, they (the kitchen staff)
all came back.” As Minnesota State allows
Crispy, succulent Peking duck
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Stanley Chong Scholarship
award ceremony of Chinese
American Association of
Minnesota held at Xiang
Jiang Pavilion
By Zan Gao and Yingying Chen, contributors
Chinese American Association of Minnesota (CAAM) is the oldest and largest
Chinese American community organization in Minnesota. Its mission is to provide
cultural, educational, recreational, and other
programs to promote the cultural heritage
and enhance the Chinese Americans’
quality of life in Minnesota. On April 24,
2021, CAAM held the 2020-2021 Stanley
Chong Scholarship Award Ceremony at
the Xiangjiang Pavilion in the St. PaulChangsha Friendship Garden in Phalen
Regional Park. For the safety concerns
during the COVID-19 pandemic, CAAM
decided to present the awards in a relatively
safe outdoor environment. The 19 winners
and their families were scheduled to arrive
at the scene one family at a time every 5
minutes between 1:30 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.
to receive the award certificates. Notably,
Xiangjiang Pavilion is the sister pavilion
of Ai Wan Pavilion in Changsha, Hunan,
China. It inherits the long-standing Chinese
traditional art and culture. Thus, it has a special meaning for delivering the awards for
the next generation of Chinese Americans
at the Xiangjiang Pavilion.

Three CAAM board members (from left: Zan
Gao, Ping Wang and Jung Wu) on site

Ping and awarded twin sisters with their
mom

ents, came to Xiangjiang Pavilion from all
parts of the Twin Cities areas according to
their schedules. The CAAM board members greeted the students and their families
with enthusiasm, instructed them to sign
documents, issued award certificates, and
took photos with the winners in front of the
large-scale CAAM logo, which kept them
busy all the time.
CAAM provides CAAM-Stanley Chong
scholarships to senior Chinese American
high school students, who are U.S. citizens
or permanent residents, in the state of Minnesota to support their cost of study and
living during their undergraduate studies.
The scholarship was established in the name

Zan Gao guiding signature

of the second chairman of CAAM, Mr.
Stanley Chong, who was a famous Chinese
American entrepreneur in the Twin-Cities.
The Stanley and Marvel Chong Foundation
has always been the most generous primary
supporter of this scholarship. According
to President Ping Wang, the CAAM has
provided more than $210,000 in scholarships to more than 60 Chinese American
students in the Twin Cities area since 2018.
This scholarship has been widely supported
and praised by the local Chinese American
community. Of note, during the evaluation
process of the scholarship application, the
participation and volunteer services of the
applicants and their
parents in any CAAM
o rg a n i z e d e v e n t s ,
such as Festival of
Nations, are highly
valued by the review
panel. Also, the applicants’ experience
of attending CAAM
Chinese Dance Theater and CAAM Chinese Language School
play important roles in
the evaluation. In the
past three years, the
review committee has
An awardee with her mom in front of Xiangjiang Pavilion
been following open
The weather was getting warm but still
chilly at the Phalen Regional Park on that
day. The breeze was blowing, white clouds
were passing by, the plants were sprouting, and the water in the lake appeared to
be as blue as the sky. The chillness of the
weather did not affect the enthusiasm of
CAAM board members. The President of
CAAM, Mr. Ping Wang, arrived early at the
Xiangjiang Pavilion to set up for the event.
Board members, Zan Gao and Rongsheng
Wualso came to help award the certificates.
After that, the award-winning senior high
school students, accompanied by their par-

Smart planning moves your
business forward, faster
You’ve got a lot to think about as a small business owner — managing cash
flow, funding a business plan, and marketing your services. You may find the
guidance and solutions you need to start, grow, or run your business better
at wellsfargoworks.com.
Let’s get started. Visit your local branch or find a time that works for you
at wellsfargo.com/appointments.

© 2021 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. IHA-6928137

and transparent application procedures and
policies to ensure fair and impartial review
among all applicants, and the requirements
for completeness and compliance of application materials have become increasingly
stringent (https://www. caam.org/scholarships/). This year the CAAM Scholarship
Review Committee also considered the
applicant’s special contribution to the fight
against the COVID-19 pandemic, and
finally selected the 19 outstanding winners, one of whom was only 15 years old.
It is reported that these winners will enroll
in the following prestigious universities
respectively, including but not limited to:
Harvard University, Columbia University,
University of Pennsylvania, Cornell University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Northwestern University, Rice University,
Vanderbilt University, University of Southern California, University of Wisconsin at
Madison, University of Minnesota-Twin
Cities, St. Cloud State University, and some
other universities for further study. ♦

Huan Chen - White Bear Lake Area High
School

Stanley Chong Scholarship
recipients

Leo Cui - Mounds View High School
Hanna Buss - Buss Homeshcool

Continued on page 8
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Stanley Chong Scholarship
recipients
Continued from page 7

Jason Wang - Irondale High School
Andrew Yang - Wayzata High School

Claire Wilcox - Highland Park Senior High
School

Sydney Peng - Mounds View High School

Issac Wu - Edina High School

Bryanna Shao - Wayzata High School

Joey Wu - South Washington County School

Richard Gu - Wayzata High School

Claire Ku - Wayzata High School

Dylan Yang - Eden Prairie High School

Kelly Zeng - Wayzata High School

Xiaoxin Zeng - Jefferson High School

Echo Grey Qing Nelson - Eagan High School

Cynthia Shao - Wayzata High School

Kelly Wu - Prior Lake High School

Audrey Zhou - Wayzata High School
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A sense of urgency and
disparity within Asian
American and Pacific
Islander communities
Asian Media Access

Minneapolis, MN - With the COVID-19
continue to sweep across the globe, and
MN continues to be in the CDC’s top-10
state COVID-19 watch list, with highest
new COVID-19 infection rate, Asian Media
Access is making an urgent plead to our
Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI)
communities, to get vaccinated ASAP, and
to get tested for COVID-19 every 2 weeks.
It is not just a public health issue, it has
been known as an EQUITY ISSUE for our
AAPIs, because the pandemic impacts our
communities so disproportionately.
For example, unemployment rate increased by more than 450% from Feb to
June in 2020, revealing a greater rate of increase than any other racial groups, because
Asian-owned businesses were overrepresented in some of the hardest-hit sectors.
Asian-owned businesses make up 26% of
accommodations and food services, 17% of
retail trades, and 11% of education-services
businesses (“Employment Status by Race,”
from US Bureau of Labor Statistics, updated
July 2, ’20). It is very important to urge our
AAPIs to take extra effort to receive and
promote vaccination, because our economic
needs depend on it.
Below shows some devastating data for
our diverse AAPI sub-groups, as examples:

• Nearly a third of the nurses who have
died of coronavirus in the United States are
Filipino/Filipinx, according to the National
Nurses United, even though Filipino/Filipinx nurses make up just 4.5% of the nursing
workforce nationwide.
• According to the Coalition of Asian
American Leaders (CAAL)’s Report
(04/15/2021), 49% of all Asian COVID-19
deaths in Minnesota were from the Hmong
community alone, disproportionately higher
compared to the mortality rates among white
Minnesotans. Hmong, Karen, and Karenni
COVID-19 death markedly ranked the highest in the City of St. Paul, MN.
• According to Asian Media Access’ Weekly
COVID-19 Report (04/22/2021), in MN
we only have 1,799 Pacific Islanders, but
already having 623 members (35%) infected
by COVID-19, and it is 2.4 times easier in
contracting the virus, and 6.8 times more
likely to be hospitalized than white Minnesotans.
• According to the Vietnamese Culture and
Science Association in Houston, the coronavirus has ravaged much of the low-income
Vietnamese community in Houston, as large
families live together in smaller areas, and
when one person contracts the virus, the
entire household is affected.

Photo Courtesy: The Texas Tribune

be vaccinated. We need
EVERYONE to connect
with families and friends to
urge everyone to get vaccinated ASAP by checking in
with your trusted agencies,
clinics or sign up through
https://vaccineconnector.
mn.gov. Vaccination is THE
WEAPON in fighting the
COVID-19.
If you have questions or
need language assistance,
please call Minnesota Department of Health COVID-19 Public Hotline at
1-833-431-2053. ♦

AAPI communities have high vaccine
hesitancy due to many reasons, such as lack
of information or misinformation, or the
cultural way of thinking that natural
infection is preferable to vaccination.
In general, Asian American’s physical size is more petite compared to
the Western physiques, many are
afraid that the vaccine doses may
be too strong for Asian’s physical
constitution (tizhi 体质). Also due
to Asian belief, that “Sickness is
a Natural Part of Life,” injecting
chemical to induce immune system is
unnatural. Such cultural philosophy
is acceptable when infection disease
is not severe, therefore many Asian
seniors practice that natural infection is preferable than vaccination.
But with the devastating infection
rate in our AAPI communities, such
SEVERITY should be taken into consideration when making a decision to
get vaccinated.
Often our AAPI communities do
not realize that in order to achieve
herd immunity to combat COVID-19, Photo Courtesy: Wat Promwachirayan (Wat Thai
we need 74% of the population to of Minnesota)
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One Belt One Road: Chinese Power Meets the World
(Harvard East Asian Monographs)
Reviewed by Peter Gordon, Asian Review of Books, April 12, 2021

Author: Eyck Freymann
Publisher: Harvard University Asia Center Press
Publication date: November 2020
Hardcover: 330 pages
Eyck Freymann is a DPhil candidate in China Studies at the University of
Oxford. His work has been published or cited in the New York Times, The
Economist, and The Atlantic.

Eyck Freymann begins his recent book
by asking “What is One Belt One Road?”
It’s a deceptively straightforward question,
for the answer depends greatly on who’s
doing the asking and why. Freymann poses
the question on behalf of Americans and, in
particular, American policy-makers.
“One Belt One Road: Chinese Power
Meets the World” he says, is “a wake-up
call,” or at least meant to be, the premise
being that the subject is “poorly understood”
and that “in foreign policy, as in medicine,
diagnosis must come before prescription.”
Yet the patient here is not so much OBOR
(Freymann’s referred acronym), as the
United States and its policy-making decision process.
Since the US has been “unsure of what
OBOR really was,” he writes, its policy
response has been erratic: it has “ricocheted
from condemnation to endorsement and
back again.” He identifies three “misconceptions” in particular:
The first is that OBOR is a
Chinese scheme designed to trick
or coerce recipient countries into
debt traps. The second is related:
that China has complete control
over the implementation of every
OBOR project over the course
of its life cycle, so the strategic
rationale is the main puzzle to be
explained. The third is that recipi-

ent countries are finally realizing
the danger OBOR poses and have
begun to pull back.
Each of these positions has indeed
appeared with some frequency in OBOR
commentary. But those who keep up with
the subject — his target readership — are
also likely (one hopes) aware that each has
also already been (and continue to be) rebutted. Freymann’s own rebuttal is nonetheless
firmly documented, well-argued and worth
reading, particularly in his case studies of
the three port projects of Sri Lanka’s Hambantota, Tanzania’s Bagamoyo and Greece’s
Piraeus, selected because
All three were originally proposed by the local recipient government, initiated by a Chinese
SOE with explicit political backing
from Chinese government officials,
and launched before Xi formally
announced OBOR in September
2013. In all three, a transition of
power occurred in the middle of
the negotiation or construction.
Thereafter, the new government
tried to renegotiate and change
the course of the project, creating
a temporary diplomatic rupture.
All three were rebranded midway
through as part of the OBOR
scheme. Yet the cases reached very
different end-states. Sri Lanka’s

Be Your Own Boss!
China Insight is seeking a self-motivated individual
to sell advertising space for our newspaper. China
Insight has been publishing for 15 years. The ideal
individual we seek must be passionate about our
mission, be resourceful, creative and capable of
working independently. We offer a very generous
commission structure and you get to set your
own hours.
Contact Greg Hugh at 612-723-4872 or email
ghugh@chinainsight.info

port ultimately went ahead as
planned and became an infamous
commercial failure. Tanzania’s
was put on hold and canceled in
all but name. Greece’s became a
towering commercial success —
and China now touts it as a model
OBOR project. The project outcomes could not have been more
different — yet the OBOR brand
helped Chinese interests prevail in
all three countries.
This is followed by a more summary
run-through of various regions, from Southeast Asia through Latin America, in which
the same themes play out. After noting that
some projects work and others don’t, that
some go ahead and others stall, Freymann’s
concludes that OBOR’s strategic significance is that it largely delivers as advertised:
most developing countries in
Asia, Africa, and now Latin America have jumped at the chance to
join OBOR and accept Chinese
construction projects … China has
mastered the art of helping foreign
politicians address their most
pressing short-term interests:
to deliver economic growth, win
popular support, and gain leverage over domestic rivals, neighboring countries, international
institutions, and the United States.
Those of us in East Asia are likely to find
this more or less tracking what appears in the
daily helpings of OBOR news and commentary that we get with our morning coffee.
Nor will it come as a surprise that much of
what is labelled “OBOR” in fact predates
the 2013 announcement — Freymann
makes a big deal of this, but it was clear at
the time. Neither will it seem particularly
revelatory that the Chinese leadership uses
OBOR in domestic politics and for political
messaging.
Freymann posits OBOR’s global domination as a quasi-inevitability: “OBOR will
probably continue to expand until the West
either confronts it or acquiesces to it” and
asserts that it “represents a working model
for a future geopolitical bloc led by China,
structured along the lines of a modern tributary system.” Unlike Freymann’s granular
analysis in the case studies, these statements

are posited rather than proven. This is a
book review, not a foreign policy essay,
but it’s worth noting that neither position is
self-evident or universally accepted. Ryan
Hass has recently written in Foreign Affairs
in an article entitled “China Is Not Ten Feet
Tall” that “alarmism undermines American
strategy,” while Salvatore Babones has
argued in Foreign Policy that any problem
lies not in China gaining influence overseas
but rather the opposite. Indeed, Babones has
a book arguing that for example argued that
insofar as any country is currently practicing tianxia, it is the United States. As far as
hard numbers are concerned, China’s actual
overseas investment in infrastructure would
seem to be in “sharp decline” (as one recent
piece put it), data somewhat at odds with the
thrust of this book.
Freymann’s (somewhat self-evident)
message to American policy-makers is that
“criticizing OBOR is not a strategy.” He
wrote these words when the Trump Administration was still in place and policy was
particularly incoherent; the government is
now under new management.
Freymann continues that since it is a
“vain hope that the United States can beat
China at its own game, matching a port for
a port and a road for a road,” the United
States must “articulate an open and inclusive national brand: a packaged vision that
the world will want to buy.” Indeed. But
his specific recommendation as how to go
about it —
The best option — for the
United States, at least — is to make
a show of joining OBOR and then
work to shape it from within
— will likely raise some eyebrows.
But at least it positions OBOR as potentially
something other than an inherently zero-sum
game. ♦

About the reviewer
Peter Gordon is editor of the Asian
Review of Books and co-author of “The
Silver Way: China, Spanish America
and the Birth of Globalisation, 15651815.”
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“The Art of Contemporary Community
M e l o d y Z h o u r e c e i ve d
China” by Jiang Jiehong
Women in Leadership Award
Reviewed by Phyllis Teo, Asian Review of Books, May 14, 2021
By Jennifer Bennerotte, contributor

Author: Jiang Jiehong
Publisher: Thamse & Hudson
Publication date: April 2020
Softcover: 224 pages
Jiang Jiehong is a professor,researcher, writer, and curator. He is the
founding director of the Centre for Chinese Visual Arts at Birmingham
City University, where he is also head of research at the School of Art.
He is the principal editor of the Journal of Contemporary Chinese Art.

One would hardly know there had been
a pandemic in 2020 if one went by auction
results in the contemporary art market. According to the 2020 Global Contemporary
Art Market report, the top 10 artists by turnover sold 1530 pieces for a total of almost
a half-billion US$. While down a bit from
2019, the price index has hardly budged
over the last five year; the 2020 result is all
the more remarkable given that international
auction houses had to postpone or cancel
most of their plans for spring auctions.
Chinese artists did particularly well,
increasing their representation at the top of
the leaderboard, continuing a growth trend
that began some 40 years ago, when, with
the advent of the policy of reform and opening in the late 1970s, Chinese artists were
suddenly exposed to western art history and
practices, which led to an unprecedented and
rapid transformation of artistic styles from
which contemporary Chinese art evolved.
While the demand for contemporary
Chinese art has undeniably burgeoned globally over the years, one nevertheless wonders how much understanding the general
audience might have about contemporary
Chinese art. And how, indeed, does one
measure the success of it? After all, it was
only in the late 20th century that scholars
attempted to deploy western paradigms to
define and formalize Chinese art; it remains
an open question whether the western model
is an appropriate yardstick to understand
it. Some scholars have questioned the underlying influences and dynamics at play
in Chinese art, as they seek to understand
various complexities and multiple realities
that contemporary Chinese artists have
encountered or constructed for themselves.
Covering contemporary Chinese art over
the 40 years since the end of the Cultural
Revolution, Jiang Jiehong’s timely “The Art
of Contemporary China” offers as a compre-

hensive, yet accessible, survey of contemporary Chinese art that situates China’s most
up-to-date artistic output in the context of
the wider, dynamic socio-political, cultural
and economic conditions that surround it.
Jiang provides a contextualized and critical
mapping of concepts and practices that have
shaped the development of contemporary
Chinese art. The book features more than
a 150 color images of artwork in various
media by both established contemporary
Chinese artists — including Ai Weiwei,
Fang Lijun and Zhang Peili — as well as
such emerging artists as Yu Ji, Zhuang Hui
and Zhao Zhao. After a perceptive introduction on the origin of contemporary Chinese
art, “The Art of Contemporary China” is
divided into various themes: the collective,
reinventing tradition, the art of urbanization,
and art at large. Jiang employs art to suggest
some of the idiosyncrasies and perplexities
occurring in China at various stages.
The chapter on “The Collective” reviews several Chinese artists whose works
expound the idea that the individual is
subordinate to the group. During the Maoist
period, art was made a part of the totalitarian
political system and was a powerful political
tool for educating the masses rather than
“art for art’s sake.” That “collectivism”
was valued as a tenet for selflessness was
really a communist morality of the Maoist
regime. This idea of the collective was so
firmly implanted that it functioned as a state
apparatus of political control to enforce
conformity and compliance.
Yu Youhan, born in 1943, attended the
Central Academy of Arts and Design for a
year in 1965 before his studies were disrupted by the Cultural Revolution. During
that period, a dominant artistic genre was
the portrait, with huge portrayals of Mao
glorified and installed in public spaces. In
the 1980s, however, Yu focused on exposing

The Rotary Club of
Edina presented Melody Zhou with its 2021
Chrysanne Manoles
Women in Leadership
Award at its May 6
meeting.
Reflecting society in 1905, the Rotary
organization was limited to male members
and remained so officially until 1989, when
the Council on Legislation, Rotary’s parliament, voted to eliminate the male-only
provision, opening up membership to qualified women across the world. However, the
forward-thinking Rotary Club of Edina welcomed its first female member, Chrysanne
Manoles, a year earlier in 1988. Manoles
continues to be active in Rotary.
In Manoles’ honor and to celebrate
the work of women in the community, the
Rotary Club of Edina established an annual
women’s leadership award in 2008. Previous winners include Dr. Laurel Wills, Ann
Byrne, Donna Tilsner, Katey Taylor, Kim
Foote, Kris Marshall, Lauren Morse-Wendt,
Lexi Reed Holtum, Laura Hope Melton and
Kathy Rendleman.
Outside of her day job running a Chinafocused travel agency, Zhou is the principal
of the Minnesota International Chinese
School (MICS), a nonprofit weekend school
based in Edina that provides classes and tutoring in multiple subjects. Over the course
of a decade, and often working without
monetary remuneration, Zhou built MICS
into one of the leading weekend Chinese

schools in the area. The mission of MICS
goes far beyond that of a weekend Chinese
school. Using MICS as a platform, Zhou
has also launched many free forums and,
more recently, webinars, on a wide variety of
subjects ranging from academics to finance
and parenting.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, MICS
provided more than 250 hours of free oneon-one tutoring to 40-plus students from
more than 30 families. The services that
MICS provides help Zhou’s community
achieve equity of resources that, due to
cultural and language barriers, they would
otherwise not achieve. Under her leadership, MICS held free personal protective
equipment (PPE) giveaway events in Edina,
and donated PPE directly to multiple police
stations, fire stations and medical facilities.
MICS also hosts one of the largest annual Lunar New Year celebrations, often
visited by politicians and business leaders
outside of the Chinese community, serving
as a bridge between the Chinese and greater
local communities.
“All of Melody’s community efforts revolve around bringing equity and benefit to
the local Chinese community, while simultaneously building and strengthening bonds of
friendship with the greater community both
in Edina and beyond,” said Justin Lipsky in
his letter nominating Zhou for the award.
For winning the 2021 Chrysanne
Manoles Women in Leadership Award, Zhou
received flowers, a plaque and a Paul Harris
Fellowship from the Rotary Club of Edina. ♦

the over-idealized relationship between the
Chairman and his people, works he executed
in political pop aesthetics. In “Chairman
Mao Talking with Hunan Peasants” (1991),
decorative flower patterns are applied to the
canvas, seemingly adorning the piece but in
the artist’s words, creating “an unreal and
hollow environment.” It depicts a family
of obliging peasants entertaining the leader
Mao, smiling in unison and apparent ignorance as they listen to Mao’s guidance.
An artist of the younger generation,
Zhuang Hui (born 1963), also expounds on
the notion of collectivism in a photograph
series, which emphasizes that every individual component of his group portraits
belongs to a collection. His photographs
of large group assemblies such as “Group
Portraits: Luoyang Cadre Police Academy
Students and Staff” 1997) reveal the intricate relationships between society and
individuals, and by placing himself in these
images, Hui blurs the boundaries between
group and self-portraiture. His individualism is blended into the large groups, and
his photographs raise questions about the
individual identity and group conformity.
Is outward conformity with the crowd a
reflection of inner conformity?
Memory as a subject has particularly
become increasingly relevant as one confronts the astonishing rate of urban growth.
In the photography installation “The Window Blind” (2019) from emerging artist
Hu Weiyi (born 1990), everyday views of
residential building blocks in the day or illuminated cities at night create urban scenarios
both ordinary and strange. Having come of
age as a new-generation artist in Shanghai,
one of the most dynamic cities in China, Hu

observes there is a sense of powerlessness,
accompanied by nothingness, that results
from the conflicting existential state of
individuals in the city. In China, ceaseless
demolition and reconstruction make way for
next phases of urban development. Numerous old residential houses are left as ruins.
Xu Zhen’s (born 1977) installation “Calm”
(2009) consists of debris that alludes to
the rubble of a house which has been torn
down, or more metaphorically, the silence
that follows a disaster. It exposes a specific
state of “calm” — a pivotal point between
might have already happened and what is to
come, whereby the present is fragmented by
urban changes.
In many of the featured artists’ works,
one can sense their commitment to render
an identity, an experience or a vision of
life in an unbiased, sincere way that is
idiosyncratic to Chinese singularity in an
ever-growing China. Jiang has combined
a good selection of pertinent artists of different generations with a discussion that is
comprehensive and easily understood. “The
Art of Contemporary China” is a concise
survey that offers refreshing insights into
the relationship of contemporary Chinese
art to the past and present.

About the reviewer
Phyllis Teo is an art historian and writer currently based in Singapore. She is
the author of “Rewriting Modernism:
Three Women Artists in TwentiethCentury China” Leiden University
Press, 2016).
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Twin failures of Taiwan authority's
response to COVID-19
Source: Xinhua News, May 26, 2021
The 74th World Health Assembly
(WHA), which kicked off online on Monday, has decided not to include Taiwan on
this year's agenda. The decision to exclude
Taiwan once again proves that seeking
"Taiwan independence" under the cover of
the COIVD-19 pandemic is doomed to fail.
Before 2016, the Taiwan region was
able to participate in the WHA under a
special arrangement made through crossStrait consultations on the basis of the 1992
Consensus, which embodies the one-China
principle upheld by both sides of the Taiwan
Strait.
However, since the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) came to power in 2016,
it has obstinately adhered to its separatist
position and refused to recognize the 1992
Consensus, thus unilaterally undermining
the political foundation for Taiwan's par-

ticipation in the WHA. The DPP's moves
have shown that the party has placed its
political intentions above the well-being of
the people of Taiwan.
The one-China principle is the aspiration of the international community and an
overriding trend. Taiwan's participation in
the activities of international organizations
must be dealt with in accordance with the
one-China principle. That is why the WHA,
the highest decision-making body of the
World Health Organization (WHO), refused
to include a proposal on Taiwan's participation on its agenda.
The DPP authority's indulgence in political manipulation and attempts to divert
public attention have wasted precious time
and resources and led to the island's failed
response to the spread of the virus.
According to the local disease monitor-

ing agency, Taiwan on Tuesday reported 281
new locally transmitted COVID-19 infections, 261 backlogged locally transmitted
cases, and six deaths. It was the 11th consecutive day that the island's daily number
of new local infections exceeded 100.
The Chinese Central Government attaches great importance to the health and
well-being of Taiwan compatriots who are
now facing a severe pandemic situation.
Since the early stages of COVID-19, the
mainland had sent 260 updates about the
COVID-19 situation to Taiwan, and approved the participation of Taiwan health
experts in 16 technical activities held by the
WHO. The so-called international pandemic
prevention gap does not exist, nor do experts
from the Taiwan region lack channels and
platforms to share response and control
practices with others.

The mainland is willing to take swift
measures to make COVID-19 vaccines
accessible to Taiwan compatriots as soon
as possible. It is also willing to actively
consider sending COVID-19 prevention and
control experts to Taiwan to share their experience of fighting COVID-19 with Taiwan
medical personnel if necessary.
As the well-being of the Taiwan people
is threatened by the novel coronavirus, the
DPP authority continues to play political
tricks and vilify the mainland's efforts to
help Taiwan compatriots fight the epidemic.
The collusion between certain countries and
the DPP authority to politicize health issues
and use Taiwan to interfere in China's internal affairs is nothing short of spreading a
political virus, and will only end in failure. ♦

China seeks to exploit Taiwan's COVID
outbreak for political ends
Source: David Spencer, Taiwan News, May 22, 2021
Earlier this week, the South China
Morning Post published an editorial on the
COVID-19 crisis in Taiwan.
The Hong Kong-based, English-language newspaper used to be highly regarded
around the world for its frank and probing
journalism. But much has changed since
the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCPs)
annexation of Hong Kong — and one thing
that appears to have been lost is a free and
independent press.
Once upon a time, a South China Morning Post editorial on a virus outbreak might
have offered support and the hand of friendship, as well as unpicking any political or
systemic faults that were in evidence. Now
we see an editorial that could have been
written by the "50 Cent Army" or even dictated from the desk of a Beijing bureaucrat.
“Taiwan has shown that border controls
are not in themselves protection against the
COVID-19 pandemic” the article says. "The

only vaccine the island’s government had
been able to secure was AstraZeneca did not
help,” the article continues before outlining
the unsubstantiated and exaggerated claims
of health risks for the vaccination.
As you would expect from an editorial
written under the watchful eye of Beijing,
the solution to all Taiwan’s problems come
from China.
“Help is as close as across the Taiwan
Strait, where there is a pool of medical talent, equipment and vaccines,” we are told.
But as with everything from China, this help
comes at a cost.

Vaccine war

To get it, Taiwan will have to “set aside
hostilities” with China. This is vaccine
diplomacy stripped of subtlety or nuance.
While it is sad to see the once proud
South China Morning Post peddling Party
propaganda in this way, the blame by no
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means lies with them. With the death of
the ‘one country, two systems’ model and
imposition of the new national security law,
media outlets have a choice between adapting to the new reality or following Jimmy
Lai's route of jail time and frozen assets.
Any anger should be aimed firmly at the
CCP, which is shamelessly trying to exploit
Taiwan when it is at its most vulnerable.
When there is a natural disaster in
China, Taiwan offers expertise, aid, and
support, with no strings attached, because it
understands humanitarian situations trump
political considerations. If China genuinely
cared about the wellbeing of the Taiwanese,
it would be doing the same, rather than
looking to shift the political dial in its favor.
The editorial name-checks both Sinopharm and Sinovax as vaccines that Taiwan
could have quickly and easily, if it plays
ball with Beijing. While it mentions the
extremely rare blood clots seen with AstraZeneca vaccine, it does not criticize the two
Chinese vaccines, namely Sinovax and the
WHO-approved Sinopharm vaccine.

Blame game

It is astonishingly naive to think that
Taiwan would jeopardize its sovereignty
and the political capital it has built up with
the world in recent years for Chinese vaccines, when it can get better elsewhere and
is developing its own.
One thing the SCMP article is right
about is the fact that vaccines are the answer.
I said as much only last week.
In many ways, Taiwan is a victim of
both circumstance and its own success here.
Because we have managed the pandemic so
well up to this point, vaccines have understandably been prioritized in other countries
where there is a greater risk of lives being
lost.
As a result, Taiwan is toward the bottom
of the roll-out list. However, even though we
now have an outbreak, it is still an extremely
small one in comparison to what we are see-

ing in places like India.
India is also where a lot of vaccines are
being manufactured, and this throws another
spanner in the works given the knock-on effect the outbreak there is having on global
vaccine supplies.
Other obstacles Taiwan faces include
allegations of vaccine hoarding in some
Western countries like the U.S. — accusations that are not entirely without merit —
and an apparent reluctance of Germany to
sell us the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine directly.

Return of the MAC

The Pfizer jab is the one many in Taiwan
want, but there are also practical considerations here given the geographic distance it
would have to be shipped and the fact that
it has to be stored at -70 degrees Celsius.
Work to secure these vaccines continues and will eventually bear fruit. But as
the Mainland Affairs Council has said, the
whole process would be much easier and
faster if China stops interfering in Taiwan’s
internal matters.
“If Taipei could set aside its political differences and put the health of its citizens first
by reaching out to Beijing, there is a chance
of also improving ties and easing cross-strait
tensions,” the South China Morning Post
editorial tells us.
No. This is CCP vaccine diplomacy at
its shameful worst and Taiwan must not
kowtow to it. We have come too far in recent years to cave in to Beijing’s political
pressure now.
Ultimately, the answer to Taiwan’s
COVID outbreak will be the AstraZeneca
vaccine, the Moderna vaccine, the Pfizer
vaccine, or (soon) a Taiwanese vaccine.
All of these will be reliable, effective, safe,
properly tested, and will allow life in Taiwan
to get back to normal.
Taiwan must not let anything peddled
by the CCP and its newly acquired Hong
Kong media mouthpieces convince you
differently.♦

