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Not exactly, but equally haunting, quite a bit more sinister and definitely without treats! Find out what
is behind these signs at (mainly, but not limited to) international soccer events on p. 5.
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Statement regarding the death of George Floyd
On May 25, members of the Minneapolis Police Department (MPD) were involved
in the death of George Floyd while they
were placing him under arrest. The chilling video of the incident was recorded by
eyewitnesses and shared widely on social
media. The videos show a man handcuffed
and lying on his stomach while an officer
places direct pressure on his neck. During
this time, Floyd pleads that he is unable to
breath. Bystanders implore the officer to get
off Floyd. The officer ignores these pleas.
Other officers choose not to intervene.
When our focus as a state and nation has
been on protecting the lives of vulnerable
community members from the coronavirus
pandemic, it is hard to process this preventable loss of human life.
Our Council expresses our condolences
and wishes healing for the family and
friends of Mr. Floyd. We stand with our
African heritage community during this time

of tragedy. As an agency that represents one
of Minnesota’s most diverse and complex
communities, we sympathize with this tragic
example of the systemic inequities that still
exist within our justice system. We also
acknowledge that we do not come close to
fathoming the depth and pervasiveness of
dangers that plague the lives of black men
in America every day.
Additionally, our Council recognizes the
role a member of our community played in
this tragedy. One of the MPD officers shown
in the video is of Asian Pacific heritage and
does not appear to take action to help Mr.
Floyd as he suffocates to death. Had he or
any of the other officers intervened, this
story could have ended very differently. As
the call for diversity and inclusion in law
enforcement hiring practices is answered,
we must also hold these officers accountable within our criminal justice system. As
more officers are hired that reflect our com-

munities, these officers must demonstrate an
ability to stand up to existing organizational
culture and actively engage in changing
that culture.
Incidents such as this one directly contributes to the breakdown in the systems and
structures that we look to for moral authority
and social cohesion. Our society functions
based on the premise that we as a people
believe in the power and the sanctity of our
systems of justice. We cannot move forward
when these systems are harming members
of our society.
Let our communities stand together
against injustice and create trust where there
has previously been fear. To this end, our
Council asks all Minnesotans to speak up
and act when they see instances of injustice
against anyone. It is only through our unified voice as Americans that we can begin
to look towards our institutions of justice as
the backbone of democracy. ♦
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Greetings:
As the Twin Cities, along with the rest
of the world, continue to deal with the
CONVID-19 crisis, the unfortunate death of
George Floyd has shaken our communities,
our state and our country.
This is a very painful time. We are
heartbroken for Mr. George Floyd, his family and friends. An injustice inflicted upon
any member of our society is an injustice
inflicted upon all of us. I know many of you
and your families are hurting, and we are
grieving along with you.
The Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans issued a statement in support of the
African American community (p. 1). In addition, David Hoang, its chair, shared these
comments in a press release,
“There is so much history and context
behind the anger that has been unleashed in
the past week. It is an anger that has festered
and grown for hundreds of years as African
Americans have been forcibly relocated,
disempowered, and treated as dispensable.
Asian Pacific Americans are familiar
with the complicated history of race in the
United States. Our Asian Pacific American
predecessors helped build this country from
the ground up, as railroad workers and
laborers, while being perpetually viewed
as outsiders. Even as time has passed and
we have grown as a community, our current
reality is one of impossible expectations:
expectations of deference to authority and
exacerbation of the “model minority” myth.
This myth that Asian Pacific Americans
are high-achieving, high-status individuals not only harms our own communities,
it divides us from others in our pursuit of

justice for all.
Every one of us, every person among
our Asian Pacific American communities,
has experienced some form of profiling, discrimination, or hatred based solely on who
we are. This was a particularly harsh truth
when the pandemic landed on our shores
in February. And it is especially true right
now, as people seeking justice for the death
of George Floyd seek a measure of sense, of
retribution—a foothold in the chaos. In the
pursuit of justice following George Floyd’s
death, we have seen well-intentioned anger
become misdirected and inflict suffering on
Asian Pacific American community members, business owners, and others, including
those who share first and last names with
the Minneapolis Police Department Hmong
American officer.
This is a horrific reality for these community members. It is all the more horrific
when it becomes a daily experience, lived
day in and day out.
We must not allow a cycle to take hold
where hate leads to division. We must not
allow misunderstanding to beget mistrust.
We must not give in to the temptation to turn
against one another — doing so will give
us no relief from our fear, anger, and pain.
Our journey towards justice for all will
be long and difficult. We must face it with
unflinching resolve and determination. At
the same time, we must come together with
love and resilience following the destruction and loss of livelihood that this call for
justice has sown.
I call on all members of our communities
to channel our grief and anger into recom-

mitting ourselves to help build a more just,
kinder, and gentler America, beginning here
in Minnesota. Our community helped build
America. In due time, we must help re-build
it with the tools of trust, understanding, and
mutual respect.
As members of communities of color, I
urge you to take care of yourselves and each
other. Our future depends on how well we
care for each other and how courageous
we are in our willingness to fight for justice
for all.”
Thank you for your continued support
of China Insight and wishing all the fathers
out there a Happy Father’s Day.
Sincerely,

Gregory J. Hugh
President – CEO
China Insight, Inc.
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International treaties violated
Between July and November 2019, approximately 8,000 Hong Kong protesters
against the now-withdrawn extradition bill
were arrested.
Civil Rights Observer, a Hong Kong
organization formed during the 2014 Umbrella Revolution to monitor police abuse of
powers and political rights in Hong Kong,
interviewed 45 of those arrested. It revealed
at least 13 suffered “severe assault or injuries” inflicted by the police; 16 said access
to lawyers was delayed and three claimed
they were sexually assaulted.
One of those arrested said police
slammed his head into the door of the police
van 12 times, hit him with batons and, when
at the police station, three officers continued
the abuse, taking turns hitting him for 15
minutes, with one officer kicking him in
the abdomen. South China Morning Post
reported he had to be sent to hospital for
“treatment in a neurosurgery ward.”

The pro-Beijing
camp argued force used
was necessary to “restore law and order.”
The Independent
Police Complaints
Council will report on
its fact-finding exercise
to “identify any fault
or deficiency in any
practice or procedure
adopted by the police
force.”
Apparently, investigations are no deterrent.
Commenting on police use of pepper spray
on May 27 against protesters in opposition to the National Anthem
Bill, Amnesty International condemned
the crackdown. “Today’s excessive and
indiscriminate use of force by the police to

Delayed “two sessions”

China’s top leaders gathered in Beijing
for its annual political meeting known as
“Two Sessions” that was held over from
March because of COVID-19. The first
session began May 21 and was attended
by 2,000 delegates. No social distancing
there, but all wore face masks. The second
session began the following day with 3,000
National People’s Congress members. This
is a largely ceremonial legislature.
Going forward with the meetings is
China’s way of telling the world it has
contained the coronavirus outbreak successfully, even though new cases are still popping up in various parts of the country. The

attending members reiterated Beijing’s official
“responsible China”
narrative and goals of
improving public health
and national security
(read “enforcement
mechanism” against
pro-democracy activities in Hong Kong).
Premier Li Keqiang
announced China will
not set a GDP growth
target (one of the most
anticipated piece of information out of these
meetings) for 2020 because of economic uncertainties caused
by COVID-19. Li also announced a fiscal
stimulus package of US$506 billion for
economic recovery and a US$140 billion
special treasury bonds targeted for “new
infrastructure” such as 5G networks and new
energy vehicles charging stations. Military
budget will be increased by 6.6 percent.
“We will do our utmost to keep China's
economic growth stable and at the same time
we must ensure that all measures taken are
well calibrated," Li said at a May 28 press
conference after the conclusion of the legislative session. ♦

Uighur rights and the US Senate
On May 14, the U.S.
Senate passed the Uighur
Human Rights Policy Act
introduced by Sen. Marco
Rubio (R-Fla.) that will
pave the way for sanctions
against the Chinese government over alleged human
rights violations against the
Uighurs. The legislation
also directs the U.S. State
Department to report on the
state of human rights in the
Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region, including official estimates on the number of individuals
detained in mass internment camps.
The Uighurs, Muslim ethnic minority in
northwest China, have been rounded up and
kept in concentration camps for “vocational
training.” Leaked documents last November
indicated “students” were under “detailed
stringent security measures” that prevented

them from leaving camp.
Rubio urged the democratic-controlled
House to approve the bill so it can go to
President Donald Trump for enactment or
veto. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (DCalif.) did not respond to questions about
moving the legislation along. ♦

disperse protesters once again exposes the
authorities’ utter disregard for human rights
on the streets of Hong Kong.” ♦

Luxury brands need China
Pandemic or not, Chinese consumers remain the biggest growth opportunity for the
luxury sector. In 2019, Chinese consumers
accounted for 90 percent of growth in the
personal luxury goods market, representing
roughly US$21 billion in sales.
However, luxury brands will definitely
endure a shrinking 2020. But for those
brands that understand and pay attention to
the nuances of the China market and its vast
generation of young and internet-savvy consumers, they can be handsomely rewarded:
Bain and Company’s 2020 Luxury Study
reports Chinese consumers will make up
close to 50 percent of the global luxury
market, representing approximately US$350
billion by 2025.
It will not be smooth sailing, though.
Western luxury brands will continue to
face competition from domestic Chinese
brands. “Younger Chinese consumers are
developing a stronger demand for Chinese
products, local brands and local enterprises,

said Bain’s expert in the luxury goods market. The current global anti-China sentiment brought about by the pandemic may
strengthen the domestic brands faster, purely
because of cultural pride. ♦

Reunification, not!
China, having
pulled the trigger
on Hong Kong (by
presenting the controversial national
security law) continues its aggression in the region.
On May 22, China
once again called
on Taiwan for reunification efforts,
with one notable
and ominous departure from its usual
decades-old spiel:
the omission of the word “peaceful.” Beijing has never renounced the use of force
against Taiwan.
China-Taiwan relations are at a low
point right now. Taiwanese President Tsai
Ing-wen just started her second term of office. Tsai had campaigned on standing up
against China and had rejected the idea of
Chinese rule under the proposed “one country, two systems” approach. However, Tsai
did say she is open to “continued dialog”
as “both sides have a duty to find a way to
coexist over the long term.”
Tsai even initiated a task force to develop mechanisms in assisting Hong Kongers
to resettle in Taiwan. There has been a

sharp increase in the number of Hong Kong
émigrés in Taiwan since 2019.
Why would Taiwan want reunification
when they can see plainly how China is
running roughshod over Hong Kong? Taiwanese had consistently shown support for
Hong Kongers’ protests against Beijing’s
encroachment on their personal freedom.
On June 19, 2019, more than 10,000 people
in Taiwan rallied in support of Hong Kong’s
protest over the Extradition Bill, which was
eventually withdrawn.
Has Beijing never heard of the saying,
“You catch more flies with honey than you
do with vinegar”? ♦
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Xi urges military combat readiness
By Zhao Lei, China Daily, May 27, 2020
President Xi Jinping urged the Chinese
military on Tuesday to strive to overcome
difficulties created by COVID-19 in order to
realize this year's goals and missions given
by the Communist Party of China and the
Chinese people.
Xi, who is also general secretary of the
CPC Central Committee and chairman of the
Central Military Commission, told national
legislators from the People's Liberation
Army and the People's Armed Police Force
that the novel coronavirus outbreak has had
a profound effect on the world situation and
China's security and development. Therefore, he said, the Chinese military must stick
to bottom-line thinking, comprehensively
strengthen combat training, respond effectively and in a timely way to sophisticated
scenarios and firmly safeguard national
sovereignty, security, development interests
and its strategic stability.
Xi instructed the military to explore
methods of carrying out training operations
and other tasks in the presence of regular
anti-epidemic measures, arrange their
schedules in accordance with changing
situations, gear up combat preparation and
conduct battle drills in a flexible manner.
The armed forces must improve operational
capability in each and every aspect, he said.
The president made the remarks as he
met with the military delegation at the third
session of the 13th National People's Congress, which opened in Beijing on Friday.
There are 289 national legislators from the

armed forces, forming the largest group of
lawmakers in the 13th NPC.
Xi said that the ongoing fight against
COVID-19 provides a practical examination
of the effectiveness of reforms of the national defense system and the military, and
also poses new challenge to such reforms.
The military should uphold the reforms'
direction, road maps and measures and
should focus on optimizing its policy system
so it can achieve the reforms' objectives on
time. It should also use reform-minded and
innovative approaches to deal with problems
exposed during epidemic control endeavors,
he said.
The president told the military to utilize
its advantages in medical research to speed
up development of medicines and vaccines
for COVID-19.
Scientific and technological innovation
must be fostered and education and training
of professionals must be boosted inside the
military, he noted.
Xi spoke highly of the military's anti-epidemic efforts, saying that service members
have been playing leading roles and contributing a great deal to the battle. He said the
armed forces have once again proved to be
heroic and trustworthy.
Xi also ordered the military to produce
sound plans for its development in the coming five years. It should make detailed and
accurate calculations on how to spend the
defense budget to make sure every expenditure is worth making.

President Xi Jinping, who is also general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commission, attends a meeting of the
delegation of the People's Liberation Army and the People's Armed Police Force at the third
session of the 13th National People's Congress in Beijing on May 26, 2020. [Photo/Xinhua]

Moreover, he requested that troops support economic and social development and
offer assistance to poverty alleviation work.
Central and local governments and Party
organizations must also support the military and help to address service members'
problems, the president said.
Eight deputies from the armed forces

shared their thoughts and suggestions
on topics such as the military's epidemic
control measures, combat training and
exercises, future development plans and
biological security capabilities. ♦

President’s Advisory Commission on Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders (PACAAPI) convened

WASHINGTON – On May 20, the
President’s Advisory Commission on Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders convened
its Inaugural Open Meeting with all 14)
commissioners in attendance. U.S. Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross and U.S.
Secretary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao,
co-chairs of the White House Initiative on
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders,
provided welcoming remarks at the meeting, which commenced with the official
swearing-in ceremony of Commissioner
Helen Van Etten of Kansas.
The Commission is tasked by President
Trump’s Executive Order to provide advice
to the President, through the Secretary of
Commerce and the Secretary of Transportation, on how to broaden access by Asian
Americans and Pacific Islander (AAPI)
employers and communities to economic
resources and opportunities.
“We appreciate your advocacy for
the more than 1.9 million AAPI-owned

businesses, and for the 22 million Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders, many of
whom have been so adversely impacted
by the pandemic,” said Secretary Wilbur
Ross in his welcome remarks. “Your work
on their behalf is more important than ever
before. Secretary Chao and I look forward
to your advising us and President Trump on
how best the U.S. government can serve this
vibrant and growing American community.”
Secretary Elaine L. Chao highlighted
the four areas that both the Commission
and the White House Initiative on Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders are focused
on: Passing the Torch, Breaking the Glass
Ceiling, Bridging the Income Gap, and
AAPI Women in Leadership. In highlighting the ways the AAPI community can better take advantage of federal resources and
opportunities, she shared: “Secretary Ross
and I recently signed a letter to re-establish
the White House Initiative Interagency
Working Group. This group consists of
representatives from throughout the federal
government who will advise the Initiative
on the implementation and coordination of
Federal programs as they relate to Asian Pacific American access to economic resources
and opportunities.”
Dr. Paul Hsu, chair of the commission,
provided opening remarks and convened
the meeting by addressing the task at hand:
“President Trump has clearly outlined in
his Executive Order that our mission is to

improve the lives of all AAPIs and their
communities, which will always be our
guiding principle and our roadmap. That
is exactly why we are here today.”
The President’s Advisory Commission
on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
also convened its first virtual AAPI Business
Town Hall with business owners, chambers
of commerce and business associations on
Tuesday, May 19, a day prior to the open
meeting. Chair of the Commission Dr. Paul
Hsu and Commissioner Herman Martir facilitated this listening session hosted by the
White House Initiative on Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders. About 200 AAPI business and community leaders participated
with many of the Commissioners also in
attendance.
As the Commission prepares its advisory
reports, these town halls and listening sessions reflect the mission and importance of
the Asian American and Pacific Islander
community to our country. Many of the
speakers provided insight on how the COVID-19 (coronavirus) outbreak has affected
AAPI-owned businesses across different
states and U.S. territories, including Guam
and American Samoa. Town hall speakers
represented nine different states and U.S.
territories, while audience participants
hailed from 31 different states and territories. In response to concerns about
harassment of AAPIs due to the virus, the
Initiative and interagency working group are

coordinating with the U.S. Department of
Justice to ensure active engagement with local communities on addressing these issues.
These public forums also provided
a platform for federal officials and trade
groups to highlight resources and opportunities. At the AAPI Business Town Hall, the
U.S. Census Bureau provided a presentation
on the Small Business Pulse Survey, which
asks small businesses to share the impact of
the COVID-19 (coronavirus) outbreak on
their business. There was also an update
on the ongoing 2020 Census, including
the latest response rate, information about
the extended window for response to the
Census, highlights of the partnership and
outreach campaign, and ideas about virtual
ways that partners can support the Census
in the upcoming months. The U.S. Census
Bureau’s partnership program is working
with more than 6,000 organizations across
the country that serve Asian American and
Pacific Islander communities.
Following the U.S. Census Bureau, the
Small Business Roundtable, a coalition of
leading small business and entrepreneurship organizations, presented a read out of
their State of Small Business Report. This
report will be the first of an ongoing series
that tracks the activities of small businesses
across the country. ♦
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National Anthem Bill: asking
for more HK protests?
By Elaine Dunn

25729
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Your hard work
knows no limits.
Neither does
your success.

Is dealing with COVID-19 not enough?
Were no lessons learned from the nowwithdrawn extradition bill of 2019? Obviously not!
Even during the pandemic, China had
Hong Kong in its crosshairs: hardline Communist Party representatives were posted to
Hong Kong to oversee the former British
colony. And just as coronavirus restrictions
were lifted, the Hong Kong chief executive
gave “priority” to another unpopular bill that
may spark protests like those of 2019. This
time around, the bill in question involves
the Chinese national anthem. If passed,
it will criminalize any act perceived to be
an “insult” to the national anthem. The
crime is punishable by up to three years of
prison time and a fine of US$6,450. Hong
Kongers, of course, see this as further encroachment by Beijing into their political
freedom as well as freedom of expression.
"(The purpose of the law) is to preserve
the dignity of the national anthem so that
members of the community would respect
the national anthem," said Hong Kong’s
second-in-command, chief secretary Matthew Cheung.
On May 11, a Wall Street Journal editorial stated:
… the underlying issue is whether
pro-democracy lawmakers will be able
to block legislation that would suppress
speech by criminalizing disrespect of the
national anthem.
The Hong Kong commissioner to the
U.S. wrote an Opinion piece on May 14 in
response, claiming,
The bill does not aim to limit the
rights and freedoms of people, but
rather to provide guidance on the use
of the national anthem, particularly
with regard to its misuse, such as for
commercial purposes or intentional
insulting behavior.
Fine, no one is disputing respect for
one’s national anthem.
But, to Hong Kongers, Hong Kong is
not China. Foisting the Chinese national
anthem on them is what they are objecting to
and not “perfectly reasonable” as the commissioner proclaimed. If passed, the law
will suppress and undermine Hone Kongers’
freedom of expression.
Under the 1997 Handover terms, the
People’s Republic of China’s communist
system would not be practiced in Hong
Kong, and Hong Kong would maintain

its political and economic independence
until 2047. Hong Kong represents itself at
sporting events such as international soccer
matches, the Asian Games and the Olympics. Hong Kong soccer fans have been
known to boo the Chinese national anthem
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Protesting the singing of “March of the
Volunteers”

at international matches.
Hong Kong’s Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Bureau mentioned the “spirit”
of the bill is “respect.” Pro-democracy lawyers are quick to come back with, “Respect
cannot be won via legislation.”
In Hong Kong, a bill must pass through
three readings in the Legislative Council
(LegCo) to be passed into law. As expected, the National Anthem Bill cleared
the second reading at the May 27 LegCo
meeting, amidst heightened anti-China
sentiment in Hong Kong, hot on the heels
of a series of Beijing’s assertion of power
over Hong Kong: 2014’s decision by Beijing
to pre-screen candidates for Hong Kong’s
chief executive, which led to the Umbrella
Revolution that lasted 81 days. Then came
the extradition bill last year, which also led
to months-long protests. That’s where those
newly installed CCP representatives come
in – they will come down hard on any protests as a result of the national anthem bill,
claiming they have “supervisory power” to
stifle dissent. A lawyer for the Progressive
Lawyers Group said by claiming “supervisory power,” Beijing is basically saying Basic Law, HK’s quasi-constitution, does not
apply to Beijing. And in answer to “Where
does this “supervisory power” come from?”
Beijing’s answer is “The Communist Party.”
And these newly installed CCP “overseers” mean business: In April, 15 prodemocracy activists were arrested in a single
day on charges of “promoting separatism
with help from the United States.”
Part of a May13 China Daily editorial
titled “Imperative HK gets national anthem

law” proclaimed:
…Chief Executive Carrie) Lam has
vowed to overhaul the city's education
system, arguing that its liberal studies
curriculum helped fuel last year's violent
anti-extradition protests. On Monday,
she described the current secondary
school program as a "chicken coop
without a roof" and said her government
would soon unveil its plans, a move that
those who oppose the national anthem
bill were also quick to denounce.
Beijing is stepping up its direct involvement in Hong Kong as the Hong Kong
government was unable to contain the 2019
protests. However, this approach will only
incite further resistance and protests.
Hong Kongers are under no illusion that
China will go away or their fate under China
will miraculously change for the better.
But what is certain is Hong Kongers from
all walks of life know if they don’t protest
Communist Chinese infringement on their
civil rights, they will lose ground. “Things
are not as they should be. But within the
system, we’ve still got to protect what we’ve
got left,” said one Hong Kong lawyer.
China’s “March of the Volunteers”
may celebrate “millions of hearts with one
mind,” but not one of those minds belong
to the pro-democracy camp in Hong Kong.
Stronger control from Beijing will never be
celebrated by the Hong Kongers. And brute
force will not win their hearts either.
Update: As production of June China
Insight wraps up,360 people (mainly
teenage kids according to local media)
in opposition to the anthem bill had been
“hauled off one-by-one” for “unauthorized
assembly” by the evening of May 27. Signs
of “one country, one system” for Hong

Kong is becoming dangerously clear with
the introduction and passing by the CPC of
a new, customized-for-Hong Kong National
Security Law, which will eventually lead to
Beijing agencies and military being posted
in Hong Kong, all before 2047 - a good 27
years earlier than promised.
The proposed national anthem law will
essentially ban all activities deemed to be
“against the central people’s government,”
and prohibit local political groups or organizations from establishing ties with foreign
political organizations or bodies.
These new laws essentially throw
Article 5 of the Basic Law, which states,
“The socialist system and policies shall
not be practiced in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, and the previous
capitalist system and way of life shall remain
unchanged for 50 year,” to the wind.
Protests against Beijing’s new tightening grip on Hong Kong resulted in the
arrest of at least 180 people on May 24 as
thousands marched through some of Hong
Kong island’s busiest retail districts, and the
biggest protests since COVID-19 lockdown
was lifted. Police fired tear gas and pepper spray into the crowds. A U.S. National
Security Adviser said on (May 24) NBC’s
“Meet the Press” that, "It looks like, with
this national security law, they're going to
basically take over Hong Kong … and if
that happens there will be sanctions that will
be imposed on Hong Kong and China.“ A
group of 200 international political figures
sent a statement to Beijing on May 23 saying
the new security law is a “comprehensive
assault on the city’s Rule of Law and fundamental freedom. ♦
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An unacceptable
commercial and attitudes
toward fathers
By Elaine Dunn
It’s probably very
father, nurturing mother”
despicable for me, a
(嚴父, 良母; yán fù, liáng
mostly sane grown-up,
mǔ) assigns the disciplinto say, “I hate that little
ary role to fathers, who
girl!” Pray tell, you
also make familial decisay, what little girl and
sions for the children. Sad
whatever did she do to
to say, in many instances,
elicit such venom?
this distant aloofness has
Thankfully, to allay
created a father figure
your fears for the safety
feared by their children.
of the “little girl,” she
And society upheld the
is only the figment of Chinese character for “father”
absoluteness of the father
some advertising agenfigure.
cy’s imagination.
So, does the People’s Republic of China
Not to give free advertising to the ad- observe Father’s Day (June 21, 2020)? Yes.
vertiser, the commercial I am referring to However, you may be surprised that up
shows a father severely under the weather through WWII, the People’s Republic of
and finds in the fridge a bottle of an often- China celebrated Father’s Day on Aug. 8 to
prescribed-for-kids product - (but also honor fathers and soldiers who died in the
suitable for adults) - to stay hydrated and war. That date was chosen because, when
replenish salt and potassium levels during shortened, it becomes “eight-eight” (八八,
bouts of diarrhea. Slumped on the floor, he bā bā), which also sounds like the informal
began gulping it when this atrocious girl ap- term for father (爸爸, bàba). This tradition
pears and whines, “But that’s mine!” When dropped off in the mainland, where Father’s
told they’ll get more, she turns away with Day is now celebrated on the third Sunday
a nasty pout.
of June, as in Hong Kong and Macau. But
My first reaction on seeing that com- Taiwan continues to celebrate on Aug. 8,
mercial was, “I’d love to wring that whiny known as Baba Jie (八八節 or 爸爸節) and
brat’s neck!” And that feeling has not gone is an official holiday there. As all Chinese
away on subsequent viewings. The Chinese- celebrate with food, fathers from these
ness in me keeps thinking, “What a self- places are usually treated to a fancy dinner.
absorbed dweeb! You’d think she’d show
In the U.S., the first one-time Father’s
some concern for her old man.” I am sure Day event took place in a West Virginia
the ad executives behind that commercial church on July 5, 1908, when a pastor comthought her comment was “cute.” But I just memorated the 362 men who perished in
can’t see it that way. And there, in my book, a December 1907 coal mine explosion. In
the “twain” shall never meet!
Spokane, Wash., in 1910, the daughter of
In most Asian cultures, and especially William Jackson Smart, a twice-widowed
Chinese, the father is an authoritarian figure, Civil War veteran and father of 14, wanted
aloof and held in high regard. In Western her devoted and selfless father to be recogcultures, fathers are more kid-friendly (ex- nized on his birthday (June 5). The local
cept for poor Kevin Arnold in “The Wonder clergy agreed, but could not get it orgaYears”). Western fathers often play and nized fast enough by June 5. Instead, they
interact light-heartedly with their kids. But, recognized the courage and devotion of all
unfortunately (in my humble opinion), often fathers like Smart at the Sunday service of
are portrayed in sitcoms as dolts and bum- June 19, 1910.
bling buffoons. A study, “Stay Tuned: PorThe daughter, Sonora Smart Dodd, spent
trayals of Fathers to Come,” (Psychology of the next 60 years to make Father’s Day an
Popular Media Culture, June 2015), seem to official national holiday. She accomplished
corroborate my gut-feel: it found “heroic” her goal in 1972 when President Richard
and “patriotic” images of TV fathers from Nixon signed a Congressional resolution
the 1950s and early ‘60s have degenerated declaring the third Sunday of June to be
into “immature buffoons and schemers who Father’s Day.
need constant rescuing from their competent
In the end, no matter whether and
wives” by the late ‘80s and 1990s.
how your family celebrates Father’s Day,
But the father’s declining societal image no matter societal changes, just be active
may not just be a Western phenomenon. It participants in raising your children. Be
also may be taking place in modern China. fair. Balance discipline with fun. Let your
With extraordinary economic growth, Chi- kids know your relationship with them is
na’s family structure and parental attitudes important. After all, attitude is everything.
have also undergone changes. A 2013 survey
This year as in other years, there will be
of 500 Chinese fathers by a communications those who will scoff the day off saying it’s
company revealed that more than 60 percent a commercial gimmick to sell more “stuff”
of respondents indicated they see their most than honor the father! Maybe so. But …
important role as “the family chauffeur,” for maybe this is one of those years where
getting their kids to extracurricular activities celebrating the day with more “stuff” can
and to school. Aside from that, their child- be everyone’s way to help out the many rerearing activities remain limited. That same tailers on the brink of bankruptcies! And, in
survey indicated less than 20 percent of Chi- case the “Stay Home” policy of COVID-19
nese fathers view changing diapers part of is still in place when Father’s Day rolls
their parenting role, let alone daily routine. around, send your father a gift of food and/
In the old days, parental roles have or money, wine, tea, cigars, whatever your
strong gender differentiation in Chinese cul- creativity and pocket book allows. Go forth
ture that is deeply rooted in Confucianism and spend!
where filial piety ranks number one. Fathers
Finally, I sure hope they stop running
are supposed to be “strict” while mothers, that irritating commercial before Father’s
“nurturing.” The famous saying of “Strict Day! ♦
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Repeat performance:
China’s fuzzy math
By Elaine Dunn
As the 31st anniversary of the Tianan- which is the traditional day to visit and clean
men Square Massacre dawns, it’s no small ancestral graves! Wuhan residents claim
irony that the number of COVID-19-related 500 urns were distributed each day at each
deaths, as with the number of student pro- location for 12 days straight.
testers killed on that fateful night in 1989,
A key point in an April 1 report by an
varies quite a bit between Chinese govern- American think tank, American Enterprise
ment figures and international reports.
Institute, stated, “China’s COVID-19 figures
According to Chinese reports, the of- are not arithmetically sensible. The Comficial number of student demonstrators and munist Party has deliberately made estimacivilians killed in Tiananmen Square on tion difficult …” It said the numbers from a
June 4, 1989, was 200. The Chinese Red party-vetted state media outlet shows China
Cross estimate was 2,700. According to UK “lying on a huge scale about COVID-19 outreports in 2017, that figure
side Hubei Province.” The
is closer to 10,000, closely
state media article reported:
Says
corroborating a 2014 U.S. “ C h i n a
•
Five million
I t ' s B e a t i n g people left Wuhan in the
report of 10,454.
It’s common knowledge Coronavirus. But three weeks before the lockthat authoritarian countries Can We Believe Its down;
are loathe to truths that
•
30–40 percent,
Numbers?”
paint them in a negative
or 1.5–2 million people, left
light. Communist China
Hubei Province entirely;
TIME, April 1, 2020
is one such country, prone
and
to manipulating figures to
•
About 465,000
escape looking ineffectual
people flew to the 10 cities
to its own populace and the outside world, outside Hubei. This number conforms to
to wit, Mao Zedong’s Great Leap Forward a 520,000-person monthly average in air
(aka Great Leap to Famine).
travel from Hubei and is based on data from
The Communist Party has tried to cover the “China Statistical Yearbook 2018.”
up the extent of deaths during the years of
On May 6, an Asia Times article head1958-1962. Internal Chinese figures claim lined “China’s Covid-19 numbers, with
about 10. 6 million casualties, but Western caveats” was followed by a subhead of,
historians and journalists going through “Given Beijing’s distaste for transparency
(quietly) declassified Chinese documents and reputation for manipulating figures,
estimate the famine caused anywhere from its statistics should be taken with a grain
15-45 million deaths.
of salt.” The article reported that China’s
Fast-forward to 2020 and the number official number of 84,000 confirmed cases
of deaths as a result of COVID-19. The with 4,643 deaths (revised in mid-April
Chinese government data is coming under after adding 1,290 deaths from Wuhan as
scrutiny by the international community. a result of “belated, missed and mistaken
Beijing’s claim of only a few thousand reporting.”) are still suspect.
“Nobody believes China’s numbers,”
Mario Esteban, a senior analyst specializing
in E.U.-East Asia relations at the Elcano
Royal Institute in Madrid, told TIME. And
unfortunately for Beijing, this sentiment is
not only from beyond its borders. Its own
medical personnel and some citizens are
angry and doubtful as well. One doctor
posted on Weibo, China’s Twitter, “Many
people [died] who were not hospitalized in
time and so were not calculated in the total
Intensive care unit for COVID-19 patients in data … The more honest you are, the more
Wuhan. Photo: China Daily
trust you gain.”
Only time will reveal what the true
deaths is gaining little traction.
death figures from COVID-19 in China is.
An International Business Times head- Until then, there will always be on-going
line on Feb. 27 read “Coronavirus China concerns about China’s fuzzy math and how
Update: Leaked Data Suggests Beijing Mas- the Chinese government report bad news. ♦
sively Underreported COVID-19 Cases.”
In March, a U.S. Homeland Security
report also indicated China had been severely underreporting official COVID-19
deaths. The U.S. report stated that Wuhan
(origin of the outbreak) alone had suffered
42,000 deaths, 10 times the figure given by
the Chinese government for the entire country. The report also indicated that urns of
ashes from COVID-19 victims sat in seven
separate crematoriums/funeral homes in
Estimated 42,000 urns of ashes waiting to
Wuhan awaiting family members to collect be collected by families in Wuhan
them before April 4, Qing Ming Festival,

Thank you for reading
China Insight

www.chinainsight.info

society

June 2020 / PAGE 7

Deng’s reform and
opening up:
Confucianism,
consumerism and the ANCIENT MEDICINE
pursuit of wealth in a FOR MODERN HEALTHCARE
changing China
By Jackson Venjohn
Editor’s note: This is the fifth of a series of articles based on a thesis by Venjohn,
University of Minnesota Carlson School of Management undergraduate and China Insight intern, on how Confucianism has impacted consumerism in China, and the trade-off
between the individual’s pursuit of wealth vs virtue in Chinese society.
Throughout the last four articles, our
exploration of Chinese society has grown
more and more contemporary. Beginning
with Confucius during the Zhou Dynasty,
followed by the sentiment of historians Sima
Qian and Ban Gu during the Qin and Han
dynasties, our selection of ancient literature
spans from 1046 B.C. – A.D. 220. In last
month’s issue, we began comparing these
selected veins of ancient Chinese thought
with relatively modern examples, such
as that of Mao Zedong. However, despite
studying a range of more than 3000 years,
our one central question remains: What impact has Confucianism and other traditional
Chinese thoughts had on consumerism and
the pursuit of wealth in a changing China?
Last month’s analysis of the Mao era
was the first step in understanding how
ancient China views consumerism and
the pursuit of wealth through the lens of
Confucian thought and traditions, and how
they impacted modern Chinese society. This
helps us develop a deeper understanding of
modern China with a more well-rounded
perspective when considering recent events
in China related geo-economics and politics.
This month, we will focus on Deng
Xiaoping’s “Reform and Opening Up.”

Deng Xiaoping

Deng Xiaoping’s Reform and
Opening Up of China in 1978
(Gaige Kaifang)

Deng Xiaoping, the paramount ruler
of China from 1978 to 1992 spearheaded
the opening of China to the global markets
with the Chinese economic reform coined
“Reform and Opening Up” (“改革开放政
策Gaige-Kaifang-Zhengce). Before Deng’s
reform, the Chinese economy was primarily state-owned and centrally planned.
Post reform, collaboration with the global
economy and private enterprise ownership

in China significantly increased. Since
Deng’s Reform and Opening Up of China
in 1978, China’s economy has grown by
an average of more than 9 percent per
year, and over 11 percent since 1990. This
growth has propelled China to the world
stage as the second-largest economy after
the United States. According to historian
Richard Smith, Deng’s reforms “have arguably brought the greatest one-off rise in
living standards for the greatest number of
people in all of human history.”1 From 1978
to 1994, the annual per capita net income of
peasant farmers had more than tripled and
urban per capita net income had more than
doubled.2 This has meant that consumption
of daily living necessities and quality food
has increased as well as luxury items and
status symbol products.3 This growth rate in
consumption for China has been unprecedented in world history, especially considering that most of the growth for other modern
countries was done earlier in the 1900s at a
steadier and comparatively slower pace. In
this way, China has responded positively to
the opening of its economy, leveraging their
greatest strength and weakness, population
size, catching up to the modernization of
other first-world countries. In 1994, the
New York Times characterized Chinese
consumption as follows:
One-fifth of humanity, for decades
locked in the dungeon of Mao Zedong’s
proletarian revolution, where they were
whipped and exhausted by meaningless mass movements, are now fully
unleashed in an epic pursuit of material
wealth ... The Chinese are buying, building and consuming as if there were no
tomorrow.4
This is an extraordinary comment in
1994 because in the last 5-year period
(2015-2020), China’s consumption growth
has continued to exceed that of the United
States by 34 percent, 20 years after the
article was written. Deng’s successful shift
of the Chinese economy came with controversy, stripping away much of the patriarch
of modern China - Mao’s economic and
political policy since the founding of the
People’s Republic of China. During a speech
at Communist Youth League conference in
1962, Deng refers to the discourse between
capitalism and socialism as, “it doesn’t
matter whether the cat is black or white, as
long as it catches mice.”5 Here Deng takes
a more objective approach to his economic
philosophy, looking for the best and most
efficient way to operate an economy. This is
very similar to Sima Qian’s philosophy during the Han Dynasty in that every individual
pursing his own ambitions and directives,
working together, makes an economy ef-
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ficient and strong. Deng was less concerned
with what the policy was called, and more
with how it operated. As for the Reform and
Opening of China, it meant an economic
system more closely aligned with a free
market, Sima Qian style philosophy. However, Deng’s opening of China to the foreign
market did not come without traditional Chinese characteristics. Deng was later quoted
commenting on the United States, saying,
“The United States brags about its political
system, but the [American] President says
one thing during the election, something
else when he takes office, something else
at midterm and something else when he
leaves.”6 Here, Deng hints that although
there are many advantages to a consumerdriven society where individuals pursue
their own ambitions, the American philosophy has faults in terms of unity, honesty and
the ability to carry out a vision as planned.
To Deng, this is where a more open form
of socialism with Communist Party-lead
Chinese characteristics prevails.

Tiananmen Square protests,
suppression of democracy in
China

In 1989, under Deng’s leadership, hundreds to thousands of causalities ensued at
Tiananmen Square in Beijing after millions
of Chinese students and other citizens took
to the streets in demand for broadened
democracy. The use of force to apprehend
and control the increase in freedom under
Deng’s leadership was a sign of Deng’s loyalty to the Communist Party’s fundamental
beliefs of single party, central control of
most aspects of life, rejuvenating the ideals
of a unified China.
Following the end of Deng’s leadership of the Communist Party of China in

1989, Jiang Zemin (1989-2002) and Hu
Jintao (2002-2012) served as the paramount leaders of China. Jiang and Hu, by
comparison with Deng and Mao, led China
with relatively little economic and political
change in terms of philosophy, ideology and
structure. Jiang and Hu have been characterized as lukewarm communists and Jiang’s
viewpoints are said to have been steered on
a “steady middle course between extremes
on both the left and the right.”7 It wasn’t
until Xi Jinping, current chairman of the
Communist Party of China, assumed office
in 2012, that China met its’ next crossroad in
determining whether to move forward with a
Deng style (further opening up to the global
economy), a return to a traditional, Maostyle communist ideology, or a mix of both.
Next month, we will wrap up the series
by closely looking at Xi ’s modern-era political and economic conviction, followed
with a conclusion summarizing our findings
in entirety. ♦
1. Smith, R. (1997). Creative destruction:
Capitalist development and China's environment. New Left Review, (222), 3-40.
2. State Statistical Bureau, ed., Zhongguo
Tongji Nianjian 1994 [Statistical Yearbook
of China], Beijing 1994, pp. 20–1, 255, 257;
and 1995, pp. 257, 287.
3. Fu Jian, ‘Buying a Home No Longer Just
a Dream’, China Daily, 1 March (1996).
4. New York Times, January 1994
5. Chambers Dictionary of Quotations
(1993)
6. The Pacific Rim and the Western World:
Strategic, Economic, and Cultural Perspectives (1987), p. 105
7. Fairbank, John King, and Merle Goldman. China: a New History. Cambridge,
MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University
Press, (2006), p. 430
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Double Identities: Chinese female painters
in late imperial era
Source: China Daily
Fang Weiyi is a native of
East China’s Anhui province,
1585-1668, died in the early
Qing Dynasty (1644-1911).
She was a gifted woman who
lived a long life. Born into
a family of intellectuals, she
had access to the family’s
collection of literature and
art, and developed a refined
artistic taste. Her elder sister,
younger brother and cousin all
had an aptitude for painting
and poetry. The cousins often
discussed and studied painting techniques and poetry
together.
Despite her well-off origins, Fang did not live a rosy
life. She was married to a
seriously ill fellow townsman
at the age of 17. After her husband’s death, the 18-year-old
widow gave birth to a baby
girl, who lived for just nine
months before dying. Her
unfortunate family life and the
turbulent situation caused by
the replacement of the Ming
Empire by the Qing Empire
were tremendous influences
on her artistic and literary
career.

Chinese female painters in the imperial era are scarcely recorded by historiographers
and largely disregarded by art critics. According to the Confucian doctrines that regulated
people’s social ethics, they were subordinate to the household’s male head.
This article focuses on nine female painters living in the late imperial period (16th-18th
century). They were the daughters and wives of renowned painters or prominent families
living in high cultural environments, or women of humble origins, often courtesans, who
sought to improve their cultural attainments in hopes of raising their social class or to better
communicate with their intellectual male clients. Despite the ethical restrictions and a lack
of breakthrough in terms of subject matter and individuality, they showed extraordinary
understanding of classic aesthetics. Their repertoire covers landscape, bird-and-flower and
narrative scenes, rendered in elegant and delicate styles unique to women’s self-expression.
Their works of art are an integral part of China’s painting legacy.

Fan face depicting plants and insects

Ma Quan was a painter from Changshu
in East China’s Jiangsu Province. She was
the daughter (some believe granddaughter)
of the well-respected Qing Dynasty (16441911) bird-and-flower painter Ma Yuanyu,
younger sister of Ma Yi, and wife of Gong
Kehe.
She studied painting theory with her
father and brother throughout her childhood. Her husband was also a painter and

a native of Changshu. She was celebrated
for her bird-and-flower paintings while her
husband specialized in landscape paintings.
Inseparable, they toured the capital city of
Beijing and made a living by selling paintings. After her husband died, she returned
to her hometown to continue painting and
calligraphy. She enjoyed an even greater
reputation in her later years.

Painting depicting arhats, lake rock, and banana leaves
by Fang at age 77

Flowers painted in 1631

Wen Chu (1595-1634), a native of Suzhou in East China’s Jiangsu Province, was
born into a family of painters and was the
great-great-granddaughter of Wen Zhengming (1470-1559), a master painter of the
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644).
Since childhood, she was profoundly influenced by the Wen family’s ink brushwork
style, and practiced hard to capture it in her
painting. She spent three solid years carefully imitating – with more than 1,000 drafts
– the herbal medicine illustrations depicted
in the high-quality edition of Compendium
of Materia Medica (Bencao Gangmu),
compiled by the celebrated herbalist and

physician Li Shizhen (1518-93).
After marriage, she sketched plants
growing in the natural environment around
her mountain villa. The pictures, also over
1,000 in number, have been collected under the title I”nsects and Flora in Hanshan
Mountain.” With such diligence, she was
able to render the subjects with skillful
maneuvering of brush pens, and depicted
flowers, grasses, and insects accurately and
vividly. She eventually became a leading
female painter in the Ming Dynasty women
painting circle, and was hailed as "the only
lady of Suzhou to excel in painting over the
past 300 years."

Part of painted silk screen depicting flowers and fruits

Zhou Shuxi also known as Zhou Xi, was
a famous female painter who lived from the
late Ming (1368-1644) to the early Qing
dynasties (1644-1911).
Born into a wealthy family in Jiangyin
in East China’s Jiangsu Province, she began
to learn calligraphy and painting from her
father during her childhood. Her father,
Zhou Rongqi, was a multi-talented artist renowned for his landscape works portraying
the misty scenery of South China’s Yangtze
River Delta. As well as her father, Zhou

Shuxi also learned painting skills from Wen
Chu (1595-1634), daughter of the celebrated
painter Wen Congjian.
Zhou had a good reputation for birdand-flower paintings. The strong cultural
atmosphere in her family, the influence of
the elite’s painting style and solid technical
skills laid a firm foundation for her superb
work in this field.

Continued on page 9
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Chinese female painters
Continued from page 9
Ma Shouzhen (1548-1604), a native of
Nanjing in East China’s Jiangsu Province,
was clever, astute and generous. She had an
aptitude for painting and poetry and cherished righteousness over wealth. It made
her one of the most famous songstresses in
the Jiangnan region (the area to the south
of the lower reaches of the Yangtze River).
She particularly excelled at painting orchids. Traditionally orchids are metaphoric
of noble minds, and so were a fitting subject
for Ma. They were to her paragons of beauty, and depicting them became her means of
self-expression. At the same time, painting
orchids also expanded her social network as
she made friends with her work’s admirers.
Therefore she did not pay much attention to
sketching likeness or detailed texture, but
focused on capturing the orchid’s inner spirit
so as to express her unsullied appreciation
of what the flower had brought her.

Painting of orchid, bamboo and narcissus

Chen Shu is a native of Jiaxing in
East China’s Zhejiang Province. Chen
(1660-1736) was an accomplished artist
who painted a wide range of subjects. The
genres of her work included landscapes,
bird-and-flower, and human figure paintings. Her work was characterized by varied
artistic styles such as fine-line brushwork
and freehand brushwork, in heavy color and
monochrome inksplashes.
Wife of Qian Lunguang and mother of
Qian Chenqun, an official highly esteemed
by the Emperor Qianlong (r. 1736-95) in
the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), Chen was
conferred with the honorary title of imperial madam. Qian Chenqun presented his
mother’s paintings to the emperor many
times, both to satisfy the emperor’s interest
as well as show the profound and elegant
style of his intellectual family.

Painting of noble women performing music

Qiu Zhui was the daughter of Qiu Ying,
an influential painting master of the Ming
Dynasty (1368-1644). Her birth and death
years are unknown.
Originally from Taicang of East China’s
Jiangsu Province, she migrated to Wujun
prefecture (today’s Suzhou) with her father.
From a young age, the astute daughter often

watched her father paint. Human figure
paintings make up the lion’s share of her
works, while landscapes and pavilions are
supplementary subjects and often serve as
backgrounds for human figures. She excelled at narrative scenes and portraits of
Buddhist deities. Regrettably, very few of
her works have survived.

Painting of a tall pine

Fan face, ink on golden paper

Huang Yuanjie, one of a few female
landscape painters throughout the history of
imperial China, was active in the mid 17th
century and had received the most favorable
press for her artistic achievements.
Born into a Confucian family with a
fairly good education, she showed talent
in painting at an early age. Unfortunately,
her family declined as the Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644) collapsed. After marriage, she
even sold landscape paintings for a living.
Following the simple and austere style
of Yuan Dynasty (1272-1368) painting
master Ni Zan (1301-1371) and advocating the cultural temperament and interest
of Ming Dynasty master painter Dong

Qichang (1555-1636), she painted sparse
landscapes, always leaving a large area of
the paper untouched. Her brush lines are
smooth but strong, and her coloration is
always saturated with pale ochre.
To escape the chaotic wars of the very
last days of the Ming Dynasty, Huang and
her husband left their home, wandering in
nearby areas in the Jiangnan region, but
never settling down. Paradoxically, frequent
migration provided rare opportunities for
her to feel and observe nature, an experience
that other women could hardly imagine or
attain in feudal China. Her landscape painting techniques were thus honed.

Part of fan face showing the only extant landscape painting by Xue

Xue Susu was an acclaimed songstress
widely admired for her elegant demeanor
and artistic accomplishments. A native of
Suzhou in East China’s Jiangsu Province
and active during the reign of Emperor
Wanli of the Ming Dynasty (1573-1620), she
was well versed in music, chess, calligraphy,
and painting. She had a knack for shooting
a bow while riding a horse, and gave herself
the moniker “the heroine”.
Xue had a difficult life and married
multiple times. Her first two marriages, as a

concubine, were not satisfactory (polygamy
in imperial China was allowed). She wound
up as the concubine of Yuan Weizhi, a merchant who was wealthy, but still of low rank,
in a society dominated by Confucianism.
With her identity shifting from a songstress
to that of a married woman, the subject matters that she explored changed. She was
no longer enthusiastic about orchids and
bamboo, but about landscape and portraits.
Therefore, she expanded her repertoire. ♦
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“The Chile Pepper in China: A Cultural Biography” by
Brian R. Dott
Reviewed by Kristen Yee, Asian Review of Books, May 11, 2020

Author: Brian Dott
Publisher: Columbia University Press
Publication date: May 2020
Hardcover: 296 pages
Dott is associate professor of history at Whitman College, Wash..
His main research area is in the cultural history of late imperial China
(1500-1900). The courses he teaches cover all of eastern Asia from ancient to modern times. He has recently begun teaching some courses
comparing China and Japan, such as "Horse Riders and Samurai."
He is also the author of “Identity Reflections: Pilgrimages to Mount Tai
in Late Imperial China” (2004).

A common saying in China is: “The
Sichuanese are not afraid of hot chiles; no
degree of heat will frighten off the people
of Guizhou; but those Hunanese are terrified
of food that isn’t hot!” From this old saw,
one might be forgiven for thinking chiles
native to China. In “The Chile Pepper in
China,” historian Brian Dott seeks to show
how “foreign” chiles were introduced and
explores how vital they became to these
regions’ identity, with spiciness linked to
the energy of “revolutionary men and passionate women.”
Chiles, as distinguished from Sichuan
pepper that is native to China, are from the
Americas, as are potatoes, tomatoes, and tobacco. Dott reviews local merchant records
and suggests that they were first introduced,
probably by multi-ethnic ships crews who
were using them for their own cooking: first
from America to Spain, then Portugal to
Asia around the 1570s. Unlike other spices
that were traded at the time (black pepper,
nutmeg, etc.), chiles had little value initially
due to their ease of propagation in a variety
of climates, and were mainly considered
decorative plants by Spanish, and later,
Chinese elites:
The fruit is bright red, like coral. It
is shaped like the tip of a hanging writing brush.
In contrast, as the plant was being adopted and grown in lower-class households
for consumption, they were referred to as

“chicken heart” or “goat horn” peppers,
commensurate with the kinds of things
each class would have been accustomed to
seeing. The chile was likely used earlier in
cooking in lower class households due to
the cost of salt and other spices, as well as
the plant size conducive to home gardens;
recipe books did not include any food with
chile until Tong Yuejian’s “The Harmonious Cauldron,” written around 1790. Dott
elaborates:
Elite traditions, which discouraged consumption of strong flavors,
combined with the predilection of
the delicate flavors of Jiangnan
cuisine meant that many late imperial authors avoided both eating and
writing about chiles. The spiritual
importance of having a clear mind for
self-reflection, cultivation, or meditation is exemplified in this rejection
of the chile in preference for dan or
subtle flavors.
The tree that produces the Sichuan pepper is large enough to make it difficult for
an individual household to have “homegrown” pepper pods; according to Dott,
it was largely replaced by chiles in many
regional cuisines by the mid-19th century.
Dott proposes that it became more prevalent
in certain regions due to lack of access to
salt (inland) as well as climate:
In contrast with other flavorings,
chiles, although they required labor

Be Your Own Boss!
China Insight is seeking a self-motivated individual
to sell advertising space for our newspaper. China
Insight has been publishing for 15 years. The ideal
individual we seek must be passionate about our
mission, be resourceful, creative and capable of
working independently. We offer a very generous
commission structure and you get to set your
own hours.
Contact Greg Hugh at 612-723-4872 or email
ghugh@chinainsight.info

input, did not need to be traded
for cash or some other commodity.
Imported black pepper was fairly
expensive. Salt too was not cheap, as
its production and marketing were
government controlled and taxed.
For many, chiles would have been
cheaper than buying Sichuan pepper
at the local market. As integration increased, a sort of competition between
spices developed, eventually leading
to outsider chiles largely displacing
the native Sichuan pepper as a daily
flavoring and even shifting the very
meaning of spicy (la).
Chiles also found a place within the traditional Chinese medical system as heating
and pungent (xin), beneficial for expelling
moisture from the lungs and diaphragm:
“drying, hot, and connected with the health
of the lungs.” Dott speculates that these
qualities partly affected the differing regional preferences for chiles:
The northern region is less humid
and is influenced by Mongolian and
Manchu cuisines that typically did
not employ strong flavoring. Both
the eastern or Jiangnan region and
the southern or Cantonese region,
like the western chile-eating region,
are quite humid. Thus it seems that
people in the eastern and southern
regions would also benefit from the
damp-expelling abilities of chiles …
In addition, long-established culinary
proclivities such as the desire for
subtle flavors in the elite-dominated
East and for fresh ingredients in the
South meant less need for preserving
foods. For Sichuan in particular,
preservation methods can impart
strong flavors to the food and thus
make people more accustomed to such
flavors and potentially more open to
new, strong flavors.
Perhaps the most famous person from
Hunan, in the Western chile-loving part
of China, is Chairman Mao. Dott collects
several quotes attributed to Mao that link the
spice with revolutionary fervor:
“Without chile peppers there
would be no revolution.”
“If you are even afraid of chiles in

your bowl, how will you dare to attack
your enemies!?”
“The food of the true revolutionary is the red pepper.”
“He who cannot endure red peppers is also unable to fight.”
In contrast to these more modern associations of male vigor and readiness to make
war, chiles are also associated with “spicy
girls.” Dott traces this back to the character
of Wang Xifeng from “The Dream of the
Red Chamber,” whose nickname translates
to “Male Phoenix Chile Pepper,” and is an
archetype of the “chile girl”—
Women seen to fit this trope are
stereotypically viewed as feisty, sexy,
assertive, and willing to bend some female gender norms. They are at once
admired and desired but also in its
early form spurned for transgressions.
The popularity of this stereotype persists
to this day, as Dott notes that the Hunan-born
singer Song Zuying performed her “Spicy
Girls” song for Chinese New Year in 1995,
1999, and 2009:
With a handful of chiles, speak
their minds …
Spicy girls are spicy!
Even their sweat is spicy! Sweat
is spicy too!
Even their tears are spicy! Tears
are spicy too!
Even their passion is spicy! Passion is spicy too!
These representations of chiles demonstrate how they were adopted as a ubiquitous
and “authentically Chinese” spice, food,
medicine and symbol. The larger introduction of Sichuan and Hunanese cuisines by
Fuschia Dunlop starting in 2001, as well
as the proliferation of hot pot and regional
Chinese restaurants have increased exposure
of chile-laden Chinese foods around the
world, and Dott has provided a satisfying
history to their origins as well as their cultural significance in China. ♦

About the reviewer
Kristen Yee is an American writer of
Chinese and Portuguese-Jamaican
descent.
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Chang Wang to
represent Chinese
at CAPM table

Chang Wang

Minnesota Governor Tim Walz and
Lieutenant Governor Peggy Flanagan announced the appointment of Chang Wang,
partner of Kingsfield Law Office, to the
Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans, as
the official representative of all Minnesotans
of Chinese heritage.

The Council on Asian-Pacific Minnesotans (CAPM) was created by the Minnesota
State Legislature in 1985 to fulfill three
primary objectives: to advise the governor
and members of the legislature on issues
pertaining to Asian Pacific Minnesotans; to
advocate on behalf of those issues; and to
serve as the bridge for and between Asian
Pacific Minnesotans and non-Asian Pacific
Minnesotans. Each council has 15 voting
members. Eleven members of each council
are public members appointed by the governor. Four members of each council are
legislators. The Council on Asian-Pacific
Minnesotans must include one member
from each of the five ancestries with the
state’s highest percentages of Asian-Pacific
populations, as determined by the state demographer. The other six members must
be broadly representative of the rest of the
Asian-Pacific population, with no more than
one council member from any one ancestry.
In 2015, Wang received the Asian Pacific
Outstanding Contribution Award from the
Council on Asian-Pacific Minnesotans, for
“his outstanding contributions to education,
legal service, and diversity in business.”
He is also a regular contributor to China
Insight. ♦

Minnesotan Chinese
“We
Have
to
Think
communities’
Differently”
COVID-19 efforts
Event

Date & Time: 8-9:30 a.m. June 4
To register: https://www.minnesotachinabusinesscouncil.org/
Click “Events,” then “June 4” on calendar
Minnesota China Business Council, in
collaboration with Fredrikson & Byron, is
presenting a free virtual program to discuss
the effects on the global supply chain due to
COVID-19. If you haven't already diversified your supply chain, where do you start?
Learn about risks, effects on the agricultural
and personal protective equipment supply
chains and SBA export loan programs and
disaster assistance.

Justin Lipsky, founder of First Link LLC, and Jin Chen, president of the Minnesota Chinese
American Chamber of Commerce, speak to Kare 11 News.

Chinese communities across the country
were some of the first to organize sourcing
channels for COVID-19 medical supplies.
In early 2020, many Minnesotan Chinese
American organizations stepped up to
donate funds, source medical supplies,
and donate them to areas in China with the
greatest need.
In the Name of Love Foundation was
formed by the Minnesota International
Chinese School, the Minnesota Chinese
American Chamber of Commerce, and the
Council for US-China Medical Technology
Exchanges to raise funds, purchase oxygen
concentrators vital to treating severe COVID-19 patients, and ship them to hospitals
in Hubei Province where the virus was first
detected. First Link joined this volunteer
initiative in late February, offering help in

English-language communication efforts.
In addition, 23 local Chinese restaurants
donated portions of their profits to the fund
and local Chinese wholesale food suppliers donated fresh produce and fruits to
food shelves. Details of these efforts were
covered in last month’s China Insight (p. 9).
Looking ahead, there is a prediction
of a peak in cases around the beginning
of July. The Chinese organizations will
continue their efforts to help the Minnesota
community stay healthy. There are many
leaders in Minnesota’s (and other) Chinese
have driven the development of grass-roots
initiatives. The networks and collaborations
that have arisen out of this crisis will still
be here when COVID-19 crisis subsides.
If you would like to get involved, check
out the organizations’ websites. ♦

Speakers are:

• Carlos Sosa, regional finance manager
– MN, ND, and SD, U.S. Small Business
Administration, Office of International
Trade; Daniel Schmidt, Lender Relations
Specialist, Minnesota District Office, U. S.
Small Business Administration. The pre-

sentation addresses export finance programs
and disaster assistance.
• Su Ye, chief economist and director of
market research at the Minnesota Department of Agriculture, will focus on food and
agricultural supply chain and current U.S.China agricultural trade issues.
• Bob Oberlies of Fredrikson & Byron and
co-chair of MCBC. He is an experienced
traveler to China who has watched these
issues unfold first-hand and has an in-depth
understanding of the implications.
• Ben Baker, VP Global Sourcing at Blu Dot,
will discuss thinking differently about shortterm and long-term changes in international
trade and sourcing.
• Larry Mahoney - Panel Moderator,
Founder Asia Direct Resource ♦

Call for Articles…
Concerned about misconceptions about China?
ChinaInsight is a local newspaper fostering U.S.-China cultural and
business harmony.
We are interested in publishing articles that engage audiences in
America. Potential topics range from understanding daily life in China
(or for Chinese in America) to discussions of business markets from
both an American or Chinese viewpoint.
If you would like to contribute an article, please contact Greg
Hugh at 612-723-4872 or email ghugh@chinainsight.info.
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Why is the UK so silent as Beijing trashes
the Hong Kong Handover agreement?
By Micah Mudlaf, guest contributor
(Reprinted with permission from the author and Hong Kong Free Press, where it first appeared on May 22, 2020.)
On the day of Hong Kong’s infamous
Handover, it was unlikely anyone thought
the future obstacle to CCP domination over
Hong Kong would be businessman Donald
Trump.
Yet, in 2020, the now-President of the
United States and his administration appear
to be leading the international opposition to
Beijing’s ever-growing intrusions into the
formerly autonomous city.

its legal obligation under international law
to ensure the treaty is upheld. Officials in
Beijing have repudiated this line, suggesting that the agreement bears no “practical
significance” to the governance of the city.
This statement was apparently aimed
at dampening an official British reaction
to the worsening situation: “Britain has no
sovereignty, no governing power and no
supervising power over Hong Kong. I hope
the relevant parties will reckon
with this reality.”
If that was Beijing’s intention, so far it has worked.
While affirming the validity
of the Sino-British Joint Declaration, the British government has
not done anything meaningful
to defend it. Consider British
First Secretary of State Dominic Raab’s mild statement last
November condemning violence
and calling on the Chinese GovU.S. President Donald Trump. File photo: US Gov’t.
ernment to respect ‘one country,
two systems.’
On Thursday the President said the UnitDoes anyone believe that was effective?
ed States would respond “very strongly” if Further, a proposal to give Hong Kongers
national security legislation was bestowed with British National (Overseas) passports
on Hong Kong by the National People’s full British citizenship was rejected by the
Congress.
British Government, citing a 2007 governDays earlier, U.S. Secretary of State ment finding that “full British citizenship
Mike Pompeo condemned declining press would be a breach of the commitments made
freedom in the city, and the U.S. Congress between China and the UK in the 1984 Joint
took an active role in the ongoing conflict by Declaration.”
passing the Hong Kong Human Rights and
This justification for continued inaction
Democracy Act in November 2019.
by the British Government can be easily
American journalists in Hong Kong are summarised: “legally binding for me, but
members of a free press, not propaganda not for Xi.”
cadres. Any action to interfere with their
The escalation of infringements on Hong
work and impinge on Hong Kong’s freedoms Kong’s autonomy show that press releases
would impact our assessment of One Coun- are insufficient. The announcement of an
try, Two Systems and the territory’s status. impending national security edict, in a pub— Secretary Pompeo (@SecPompeo) lic statement without any mention of Hong
May 17, 2020
Kong’s autonomy, proves this.
America’s role as a world power notBritish inaction in response to the CCP’s
withstanding, one has to wonder what the nullification of the joint declaration is tacit
United Kingdom plans to do amid this crisis. acceptance of Beijing’s position. After all,
While the United States abdicated any refusing to enforce the treaty is an invitation
extraterritorial rights within China in 1943, to violate it with no repercussions. Beijing
the U.K. continues to assert the validity of knows Britain will not act, so they are bethe Sino-British Joint Declaration.
having as if the treaty does not exist at all.
As a co-signatory, this should put the
As U.S. Government officials continue
British government in a position to assert to voice support for the pro-democracy

HK Chief Executive Carrie Lam and Chinese President Xi Jinping. Photo: GovHK

movement, one cannot deny the ease with
which Beijing decries this “foreign intervention.” Thursday’s announcement used
this claim to justify the need for national
security legislation.
Even if one considers these charges
bluster, the Hong Kong Human Rights
and Democracy Act cannot be viewed as a
mechanism to defend Hong Kong’s cherished liberties.
Its purpose is “to urge the Government
of the People’s Republic of China and the
Government of the Hong Kong Special Autonomous Region to uphold their commitment to the people of Hong Kong, including
providing a high degree of autonomy for

Hong Kong as articulated in the Joint Declaration and the Basic Law.”
It should go without saying that this official “urge” does not carry as much weight as
the legally binding treaty that it references.
If the British Government has any true
belief in the validity of the declaration they
signed in 1984, they must act now before it
is too late. ♦
Micah Mudlaff studied Economics and
Chinese History in the U.S. and is currently
based in the Washington, D.C. area. Over
the past five years, he has split his time
between the U.S. and Hong Kong. Views
expressed are his own.

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson. File photo: UKGov.

Shatin’s New Town Plaza on December 15. Photo: Jimmy Lam/United Social Press.
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Chinese Language Corner (漢語角落):
Where someone or something is?
+

By Pat Welsh, contributor

You will notice that I offer three variations for place word prepositions. All three are
common and, which one you or your listener will use is totally a speaker’s choice. At
times, the the words lĭ (inside), shàng (on, above) and xià (under) will be heard without
the biān, miàn or tou suffix.

Vocabulary we will be using:

under, underneath: dĭxia 底下, xiàbiān 下边, xiàmiàn 下面, xiàtou 下头 (Speaker’s choice
as to which term to use)
behind : hòubiān 后边, hòumiàn 后面, hòutou 后头
in, inside: lĭbiān 里边, lĭmiàn 里面, lĭtou 里头
where?: năli, năr 哪里， 哪儿
there: nàli, nàr, nèibiār 那里， 那儿， 那边儿
infront of, before: qiánbiān 前边 , qiánmiàn 前面, qiántou 前头
on, above, on top of: shàngbiān 上边, shàngmiàn 上面, shàngtou 上头
outside, outside of: wàibiān 外边, wàimiàn 外面, wàitou 外头
is not at: zài 在
to be at: bú zài 不在
here: zhèli, zhèr 这里， 这儿
between, among: zhōngjiān 中间
The basic sentence structure for asking and telling where something is: noun + zài +
place word. For example: The lamp is on the table. In Chinese, it becomes: lamp + be at
+ table + top side. 灯在桌子上边。 Dēng zài zhuōzi shàngbiān.
English

Chinese Characters

Mandarin Pinyin

Where is…?
Where is my pen?

…在哪里？ …在哪儿？
我的笔在哪里？

…zài năli? …zài năr?
Wŏde bĭ zài năli?

It is on the table.
It is under the table.

在桌子上。
在桌子底下。

zài zhuōzi shàng.
zài zhuōzi dĭxià.

It is in that box.
It is outside that box.
It is next to that box.

在那個盒子裡。
在那個盒子外面。
在那个盒子旁边。

zài nàge hézi lĭ.
zài nàge hézi waìmiàn.
zài nàge hézi pángbiān

I am standing...
between…
the table and the chair.

我站在…
…的中间
桌子和椅子

Wŏ zhànzài…
…de zhōngjiān
zhuōzi hé yĭzi

I am standing between
the table and the chair.

我站在桌子和椅子的中
间。

Wŏ zhàn zài zhuōzi hé
yĭzide zhōngjiān.

Notice that frequently the word 的 -de is frequently, but not always, inserted between
the noun and the following place word. It is not inserted when the words lĭ (inside), shàng
(on, above) and xià (under) are said without the added suffixes biān, miàn or tou.
English

Chinese Characters

Mandarin Pinyin

It is in front of the television.
It is next to the lamp
It is behind the sofa

在电视的前面。

zài diànshì-de qiánmiàn

在灯的旁边。
在沙发的后边。

zài dēng-de pángbiān
zài shāfā-de hòubiān

It is in the living room.
It is on the table.
It is under the bed.

在客厅里。
在桌子上。
在床下.

Zài kètīng lĭ.
Zài zhuōzi shàng.
Zài chuáng xià.

The lamp is on the desk.
The floor is under us.
The ceiling is above us.

灯在书桌上。
地板在我们底下。
天花板在我们的上头。

Dēng zài shūzhuō shàng.
Dìbăn zài women dĭxià.
Tiānhuābăn zài wŏmen
de

The door is between these
two walls.

门在这两堵墙的中间。

Mén zài zhè liăngdŭ1
qiáng de zhōngjiān.

The character/word dŭ 堵 occuring after liăng 两 is a measure word or classifier. This
type of word is inserted between numbers and any following noun. This type of word
is also used after pronouns meaning “this,” “that” and “which” when these pronouns are
followed by a noun. The word dŭ 堵 itself is used with nouns meaning “walls.” In a later
lesson we will learn more about classifiers when we learn to ask and answer the question:
“Which one?”
Next month, we will learn to ask where various places in town are located. ♦
About Pat Welsh

In 2009 while teaching English at Sichuan University, Welsh was asked to give a speech
where he was introduced to the audience as a “pioneer of Chinese American relations” as a
result of his cooperative work in international banking during the Deng Xiaoping era. For
more than 65 years, Welsh has been learning Chinese and has used this knowledge both professionally and personally to enhance his understanding of Chinese and Asian affairs. He uses
Beijing Mandarin most frequently when meeting with senior Chinese government officials when
conducting business in China.
For 17 years, Welsh taught Chinese, German and Spanish in two local high schools. Now
fully retired, he currently resides in Georgia where he used to lecture on China to a number of
classes at Dunwoody High School.

Mandarin words and phrases to know
沉鱼落雁 (chén yú, luò yàn)

This phrase means “sink fish, drop goose” or “beautiful enough to sink the fish and
make goose fall from the sky.” The idiom originated from the ancient Taoist author 莊子
(Zhuāng Zǐ), who, interestingly enough, has wrote a lot of stuff about fish. Not often used
by young Chinese, though they still know it.

拍马屁 (pāi mǎ pì)

This is an important term: “Kiss-ass,” “suck-up” or “brown noser” in Englosh. The
Chinese refer to the kiss-ass(er) as one who pats (拍) horse (马) butt (屁).

你皮子痒! (nǐ pí zi yǎng!)

马马虎虎 (mǎmǎhūhū)

One of the easiest phrases to learn and use, meaning “so-so.”

入乡随俗 (rùxiāngsuísú)

This is the equivalent of, “When in Rome, do as the Romans do.”

一石二鸟 (yīshí’èrniǎ)

Kill two birds with one stone.

人山人海 (rénshānrénhǎi)

If you bump into a tough character on the street or insult somebody, they might say
“your (你) skin (皮子) itch) (痒).” It means they want to beat you up.

Literally, it says, “People mountain, people sea.” Can be used on its own to describe
extremely crowded conditions as evidenced at railway stations and airports on national
holidays!

落汤鸡 (luò tāng jī)

说曹操，曹操就到 (Shuō cáocāo, cáocāo jiù dào)

This phrase literally translates into “drop soup chicken,” or “a chicken who falls into
soup.” It is used to describe someone who is drenched.

有钱就是任性! (yǒu qián jiù shì rèn xìng!)

An expression used by wealthy Chinese people, or Joe Blow who just got their paycheck
and begins to behave in an immature manner

蠢蛋 (shǎ dàn)

A common, lowkey hilarious insult meaning “stupid (蠢) egg(蛋).”

长舌妇 (cháng shé fù)

This phrase translates into “long (长) tongue (舌) woman (妇).” describes a woman
who enjoys gossiping about others’ business and personal lives.

Equivalent of “Speaking of the devil…” In the Chinese idiom, the “devil” actually
refers to a Chinese warlord from the East Han Dynasty.

民以食为天 (mín yǐ shí wéi tiān)

This is quintessential Chinese: there is nothing more important than food! Character
for character, it translates into “people view food as their heaven.”

百年好合 (bǎinián hǎo hé )

This is a phrase used frequently at weddings and anniversaries meaning “live a long
and happy life together!” Literally, it says, “100 years good together.” ♦

education
Youthful Chinese
Zoom in for graduation
harmony: A new
music ensemble at
Yinghua Academy
PAGE 14 / June 2020

By Lydia Carlson. Yinghua parent
While Vivaldi, Bach and
other Western compositions are
among the repertoire favorites
at the biannual performances of
the Yinghua Academy student
orchestras, Chinese music is the
focus of a newly founded school
ensemble led by renowned pipa
(a four-stringed, pear-shaped
lute) player GAO Hong.
Plans to form the new
Chinese Music Ensemble at
Yinghua Academy, a Chinese
immersion public charter school
in Northeast Minneapolis, began to take shape about a year
ago. Music teachers, students,
and parent supporters had discussed the idea with Gao, who
had taught pipa and other traditional Chinese instruments at
Yinghua over the years. Once
funding was secured through
a grant from the Minnesota
State Arts Board’s Folk and
Traditional Arts program, the At the Saint Paul-Changsha Chinese Garden at Lake
Phalen. Back: On cellos, Rylan Liu (left) and Leah
ensemble was ready to launch.
Combining Chinese and Gfrerer, Front: On yangqin, Lilly Liao (left) and Annelise
Western instruments (guzheng, Carlson
yangqin, erhu, cello, and violin),
the ensemble had planned to rehearse week- ronome to master their parts.
ly at Yinghua. However, before rehearsals
The culmination of the sessions was
began, the COVID-19 pandemic forced the a video collaboration by the students and
closure of Minnesota schools, and practices teachers. They performed two traditional
had to move to an online format. The digital Chinese pieces: “Colored Clouds Chasing
medium required adjustment by the students the Moon” and “The Far-Away Place.”
and master teacher. Owing to the time lag
The response from the students and
of online video conferencing, live ensemble parents was universally positive. Fifth-grade
practice was not possible. Instead, students cellist Rylan Liu said, “I liked playing in
each received a weekly private online les- the orchestra because I could learn new
son from Gao and additional online rhythm techniques. I would love to join again.”
and counting tutelage from Yinghua music Ria Maharaj, Rylan’s mom, remarked, “The
teacher MIN.Hsin Yin.
Chinese orchestra was an amazing opporBetween lessons, students practiced on tunity for the students to collaborate with a
their own at home. Some ensemble mem- renowned Chinese musician. Gao Hong was
bers, such as Annelise Carlson who plays so encouraging, and she really motivated my
guzheng and yangqin, had been playing son to practice and grow as a musician. The
traditional Chinese instruments for several songs were also really beautiful.”
years. Others, however, were making their
Parents commended Gao’s rapport with
first-ever attempts to master the unfamiliar her students. A graduate of Beijing’s Central
and complicated rhythms and syncopation Conservatory of Music, the pre-eminent muof traditional Chinese music. Many students sic school in China, she motivated students
practiced counting and playing with a met- to do their best. Students were inspired by
the remarkable sound
she commands from
the pipa, including
dazzling glissandos,
tremolos, and harmonics mimicking
the sounds of nature.
Yinghua Academy is currently seeking new funding to
be able to offer this
extraordinary opportunity again. And,
everyone is looking
forward to the time
when it will be safe to
rehearse and perform
Sixth-grade Annelise Carlson prepares for a rehearsal session together, in person. ♦
with the Yinghua Chinese Music Ensemble led by pipa maestra
Gao Hong.
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The University of Minnesota’s China
Champions Program (under the auspices
of The School of Kinesiology in conjunction with Beijing Sport University) held a
graduation ceremony for its eight Chinese
graduates on May 14 via Zoom.
The ceremony started punctually at 6
p.m. with program Executive Director Jill
Griffiths welcoming everyone in front of a
virtual background of stately Burton Hall.

Jill Griffiths, China Champions Program
welcomed guests to graduation.

This was followed by congratulatory
remarks by Dean of the College of Education + Human Development (CEHD) Jean
K. Quam, Ph.D.; and Dr. Li Li Ji, professor
in the School of Kinesiology. Both stressed
the benefits of this program are two-way and
allow visiting athletes and members of the
university to “apply principles and practices
of multiculturalism to advance teaching and
learning.”
With the help of modern technology,
graduates briefly introduced themselves and
received their diplomas on screen. Some
mentioned they worried about their family
members back in the mainland (this was the
height of the coronavirus outbreak), so it
was truly a blessing their families were able
to log on, Zoom in, and watch the ceremony.
And characteristic of Chinese “kids,” every
one of them thanked their parents for their
support. It was quite touching.

toured organizations such as Medtronic, 3M
and the Mayo Clinic. The rich Minnesota
professional and collegiate sports scene is
embraced by the China Champions. They
also visited local K-12 schools and mentored
young athletes.
In spite of COVID-19, the eight scholarathletes made the best of the opportunities
presented. They even found positives within
the situation: cleaner air, tighter personal
relationships, new abilities to
learn and use technology in
their studies and to share their
great experiences! Talk about
finding a cup-half-full attitude
when they were confined to
their apartment building over
spring break. That’s why they’re
“champions!”
The eight Class of 2020 graduates are Xiao Han, speed skater;
Lin Yue, speed skater; Dong
Jiahui, wrestler; Liu Siwen,
swimmer; Liu Zhao, swimmer;
director, Shi Lyuchang, volleyball; Wang
Yuyan and Liu Tianyue, boxers.
Even though they mentioned
they were ready to embark on the next phase
of their lives, the group plans to stay in Minnesota all summer, according to Griffiths.
They will be busy taking extra English
classes and a course on nutrition, while
they focus on writing dissertations as part
of their graduate requirement from Beijing
Sport University. Originally, this was the
time they were to travel around the country
to see more of the U.S., but COVID-19 took
care of that! Therefore, it was a good thing
they took advantage of sightseeing over
winter break: Antelope Valley, Universal
Studios in Orlando, the Christmas tree at
Rockefeller Center, and three museums in
culturally rich Chicago.
All greatly appreciated the Minnesota
experience and were quite taken by Thanksgiving as well as Chinese New Year, where
they indulged in a special meal of 20 Chinese dishes! Yes, Chinese love food!
“This has been an unusual
year with some challenges,”
reflected Griffiths, “but we held
each other up. The community offered friendship at a time
when most needed. We hope
the China Champions Program
continues so that even beyond
the classroom, we are able to
bridge divides and build peace
and understanding for years to
come.” ♦

Screen shot of graduates and guests (82 sites were
connected)

The program, in its
sixth year, fosters an
academic year of cultural
exchange and education
for Chinese elite athletes. Many Olympic and
world champions from
a wide variety of sports
have participated in this
unique collaboration.
The students attended
special courses in the
School of Kinesiology,
and enrolled in intensive
language studies. During
the year, they were introduced to government
and business leaders, and

Class of 2020 with diplomas
L to R, back: Xiao Han, Dong Jiahui, Liu Siwen, Wang Yuyan
L to R, front: Lin Yue, Shi Lyuchang, Liu Tianyue, Liu Zhao

