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Concert organized by three
local teens raised funds for
Henan’s left-behind children

By Forest Chu, Gang Chen and John Chen; contributors

With the beautiful melody of classic piano music and warm applauses, a concert to
benefit a summer camp for the left-behind
children in rural Henan Province, China,
was successfully held at Mindekirken Norwegian Memorial Church in Minneapolis
on March 4.
The organizers of the concert are
Woodbury High School junior Noah
Qiu and his good friends Derek Chen, a
sophomore at Mounds View High School
and Larry Chen, a sophomore at St Paul
Academy High School. The three went
to and served as camp counselors in the
Boundless Love Camp in rural Lijiazhai
Village, Henan Province, China, in July
2015.
“Lijiazhai is definitely a poor area in
Front left to right: Rev. John Peterson, Christina Waldron, Noah Qiu and Nita Qiu; Middle: China,” Derek explained. “We went there to
continued on page 8
Larry Chen, Saejin Yoo, Derek Chen; Back: Collin Jinks and Gloriana Wolf.
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Data on Minnesota Exports for Fourth Quarter 2015 – Published February 2016
For More Information: Madeline O’Phelan, 651-259-7236

State Exports Drop 9 Percent to $5 Billion in the Fourth Quarter
•

•

•

•

Minnesota exports of goods (covering agricultural,
mining and manufactured products) were valued
at $5.0 billion and were down 9 percent between
the fourth quarters of 2014 and 2015. U.S. exports
fell 10 percent during this period.
Minnesota exported more than 930 different
detailed products (4-digit HS codes) to 184
different countries in the fourth quarter of 2015.
Between 2014 and 2015, Minnesota exports
overall fell 6.6 percent to $20 billion. U.S. exports
fell 7.2 percent during this period.
For only manufacturing, Minnesota manufactured
exports were valued at $4.7 billion in the fourth
quarter of 2015, representing a decline of 7
percent. U.S. manufactured exports fell 9 percent.

Figure 1. U.S. Exports Decline 10 Percent
de
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Decreased Exports to Most Regions, But Gains to Central and South America Markets
•
•

•

•

Exports fell 15 percent to North America, to $1.7 billion. Canada largely contributed to this trend, with an
export decline of 23 percent. However, exports increased modestly to Mexico by 3 percent.
In Asia, exports were down 8 percent to $1.6 billion. Export growth to Taiwan (up 12 percent) and Indonesia
(up 7 percent) helped soften the impact of steep declines to China (down 7 percent), the Philippines (down
21 percent), India (down 35 percent) and Japan (down 6 percent).
In the European Union (down 4 percent to $1.0 billion), export gains to Germany (up 10 percent), the
Netherlands (up 10 percent) and the United Kingdom (up 4 percent) buffered export declines to Belgium
(down 14 percent), Finland (down 62 percent), Sweden (down 37 percent) and Italy (down 18 percent).
With a growth trend of 17 percent, exports to Central and South America (valued at $268 million) were bright
spots. Cereals drove overall growth to Chile (up 77 percent to $53 million), Colombia (up 82 percent to $36
million), and Guatemala (up 188 percent to $7 million). Food by-products also fueled growth in Chile.

Figure 2. Widespread Decline, But Exports Increase to Mexico, Germany and U.K., Fourth Quarter
2015 on page 6
continued
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Greetings:
that compares the lives and the key characteristics of the “baby boomers” in the U.S.
and the “Generation ’89” in China. The
first of this four-part series defines who the
boomers and Generation ’89 are in the U.S.
and China respectively. The subsequent
parts will describe, contrast and compare
the various economic and societal factors
that affect and shape the two groups in their
respective countries.
If you still suffer from “cabin fever,”
there are many other upcoming events
scheduled: the Griffin Lecture series and the
Hendrickson Forum 2016 (p. 6 – 7).
We would also like to update you on the
plight of Peter Liang, former NYC police
officer who was convicted of manslaughter
in a shooting that took place in November
2014. In a surprising move, prior to the
sentencing scheduled for April 14, 2016, the
Brooklyn district attorney has recommended that Liang serve no jail time. This rec-

El Nino has certainly been nice to all of
us who reside in the Twin Cities area. We’ve
enjoyed one of the milder winters in a long
time and now that spring has arrived, can
turn our attention to thoughts of summer.
Spring also marks the return of the 9th
annual “A Passage to China” that will be
held at Mall of America on April 9 & 10.
See back page for details on the largest
free event to be held in the Twin Cities that
is devoted exclusively to Chinese culture,
history and entertainment. More than 50
organizations will be participating with
interactive activities for young and old in
the Rotunda plus continuous performances
in Sears Court. Take a trip to China without
any hassles. Everything has been planned
and organized…all you have to do is show
up.
We are also pleased to bring you a series
of exclusive articles written in a conversational style by Rick King and Chang Wang

ommendation has upset the victim’s family
and some jurors; however, the DA stated that
the punishment is appropriate and that there
will not be any winners in this unfortunate
matter. It is now in the hands of the judge
who ironically happens to be Asian!
Thank you for your continued support
of China Insight and please don’t hesitate
to let me know if there is anything else you
feel we can do to encourage mutual understanding between the U.S. and China. Please
give us your feedback as to what kind of
topics you would like us to include using the
survey on p. 2 and we invite you to submit
articles for our consideration.
Sincerely,

Gregory J. Hugh
ghugh@chinainsight.info
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W h o a r e y o u ? W h a t a r tic le s do y o u e n jo y r e a din g ?

China Insight would like to ensure our contents match your interests. Please take a few minutes to complete this poll so we
can update out reader demographics. For your trouble, the first 10 respondents each month will receive a free annual
subscription to China Insight. Winners will be notified by email.
Entry Form
Please send me free China Insight for a year if I am one of the first 10 respondents this month.
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Wheels for the
C h i n a common man. Not!
Briefs

Chongqing, a booming metropolis in
southwest China, now has peeing stations
for gentlemen to relief themselves on its
streets. The public urinals come with
plastic panels installed at strategic height
to ensure some degree of modesty. However, the facilities, which are shaped like
those in London and Sydney, still draw
much curiosity from passersby.

Gain weight on air

Air may be free, but it may also
make you gain weight! Well … at least
the polluted Beijing air. A study found
that rats breathing polluted Beijing air vs
those breathing filtered air had a 10-18
percent weight gain, had 46 percent more
triglyceride fat and 97 percent higher in
total cholesterol. Details are in the March
issue of the “Journal of the Federation
of American Societies for Experimental
Biology.”

Eat free but don’t play

Xiamen mall owners are offering free
meals to a young man who has the knack
of cleaning out their “claw machine” merchandise at one go. This “claw machine
god” has filled every nook and cranny
of his house with the 3,000-plus stuffed
dolls nabbed from the machines, and he
only started this in July 2015! His secret?
Observe how shaky the claws are. The
shakier the claws, the less grip on the
dolls. Ahh … powers of observation.

On a late-February day, members of the
Dongguan People’s Congress and CPPCC met to
decide the city’s future. Dongguan is an important
industrial city located east of the Pearl River Delta
in Guangdong Province.
While the important folks were meeting inside the “halls of power,” journalists were struck
by the number of vanity plates – in China, these
license plates can cost as much as a cheap car –
on the vehicles parked outside. Sought as status
symbols and also for good luck, lucky numbers
such as 2 (good things come in pairs), 6 (sounds
like “flowing,” smooth,” and “frictionless” in
Mandarin), 8 (sounds like “prosperity”) and 9
(sounds like “longevity”) are favourites.

Come back for more

A beef noodle restaurant in the eastern
province of Jiangsu was lacing its noodles
with ground poppy seedpods. Reason? To
make its noodles addictive so customers
will return for more! Police shut down the
operation late February. The seedpods are
banned by the government because they
contain opium.

Get some fresh air

A flight from Chengdu to Urumqi was
awaiting takeoff when the emergency
exit door popped open. This led to an
additional hour-long delay while airport
staff tried to figure out what happened.
Turns out a Chinese passenger thought
the cabin was getting stuffy and pulled on
the emergency exit lever to “roll down the
window” for some fresh air!

Netizens were not amused by the online pics.
A few pointed comments:
“How exactly does a meeting filled with these
kind of big shots represent the common people,”
asked one Weibo user.
“These tuhaos are supposed to represent me?”
said another.
“Rich people meet to decide how the poor
should live,” wrote another netizen.
Not sure why they feel this way? Take a look
at a good representation of the cars driven by
the meeting-goers – Bimmers, Lexus, Jaguars,
Mercedes, Porches and Bentleys (yes, there were
multiple Bentleys!). Lucky numbers, indeed. ♦

Chinese leaders uphold
“four consciousnesses”
upon parliament’s
opening

No goofing off in the back

After Spring Festival, a school in
rural Hubei Province ended up in quite a
predicament: a student body and faculty
of one each! The school used to have
more than 300 students and 30 teachers
once upon a time. However, with rural
parents moving to the cities to look for
work, many brought their children to
the cities as well in hope of “better job
opportunities” for them. Will personalized one-on-one attention make up for
no classmates?
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Pee in public

Zhang Dejiang (2nd L, back), chairman
of the Standing Committee of China's
National People's Congress (NPC), joins
a group deliberation of deputies from
Zhejiang Province to the annual session
of the NPC in Beijing, capital of China,
March 5, 2016
[BEIJING] -- Senior Chinese leaders stressed
the Party’s leadership and championed the “four
consciousnesses” when joining lawmakers’
discussions Saturday, the first day of the annual
parliamentary session.
China should unwaveringly uphold the
leadership of Communist Party of China (CPC)
if it aims to realize stable and sustainable development, said Zhang Dejiang, chairman of the
National People’s Congress (NPC) Standing
Committee, when joining fellow lawmakers from
east China’s Zhejiang Province in a panel discussion on the government work report.
He underscored the “consciousnesses of the
ideology, the whole, the core and the line,” as
well as conformity with the politics and actions
of the CPC Central Committee with Xi Jinping
as general secretary.
The concept of the four consciousnesses was

raised earlier this year at a high-level meeting of
the CPC Central Committee.
The country should pool its strength and
“unify the will and pace concerning the choice of
path, direction and targets,” Zhang said.
“We should be fully confident in the future,”
he said, adding such confidence comes from the
notable achievements of the past three decades,
the advantages of socialism with Chinese characteristics and especially the strong leadership of
the current CPC Central Committee.
China’s development will maintain momentum if the focus is kept in the right direction,
he said.
Yu Zhengsheng, chairman of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) National Committee, also spoke about the
four consciousnesses when joining a delegation of
lawmakers from Hubei Province during another
discussion.
The Party is key to realizing the goal of
building a moderately prosperous society in all
respects, Yu said.
CPC members should strictly follow the Party’s code of conduct and safeguard the authority of
the leadership and the unity of the Party, he said.
Yu said the government work report, delivered by Premier Li Keqiang to national
lawmakers, embodies the nation’s concepts of
innovative, coordinated, green, opening up and
shared development.
He urged Hubei, a province along the Yangtze
River, to integrate structural reforms with the
development of the Yangtze River Economic
Belt, and stick to green development and

ecological protection.
continued on page 4
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Home of the billionaires

The number of new billionaires
minted around the world in 2015 was 99,
bringing the total number to 2,188.
Despite the global economic slowdown, this super rich group has a combined net worth grew by 9 percent in
2015, coming in at USD 7.3 trillion as
of January 15, 2016. Top on the list is
Microsoft cofounder Bill Gates, with a
net worth of USD78 billion.
And it should come as no surprise that
the majority of the newly minted billionaires came from Greater China, according
to the new Hurun Global Rich List. Most
of these billionaires amassed their wealth
from gains in listings of new shares.

90 of the 99 new billionaires were from
mainland, Hong Kong and Macau.
568 is the total number of Chinese
billionaires, overtaking the U.S.’ 535.

1.4 trillion USD is the combined net
worth of the Chinese billionaires, while
the combined net worth of their U.S.
counterparts is USD 2.4 trillion.
100 billionaires reside in Beijing,
followed by 95 in New York. Hong
Kong is fourth with 64, Shanghai is fifth
with 50, Shenzhen is seventh with 46 and
Hangzhou, ninth in line, lays claim to 32
billionaires in residence.
9 of the top 100 richest billionaires of
2015 are Chinese.

117 of the Chinese billionaires are from

the real estate sector, followed by 94 from
manufacturing and 68 from technology.

28 of the Chinese billionaires are under
the age of 40.

56 is the average age of the billionaires
in China.
93 of the 124 global self-made women
billionaires are Chinese.
26 billion USD is the net worth of the
richest Chinese on the list. He is Wang
Jianlin, 61, chairman of giant real estate
firm Wanda Group. He outranked longtime Hong Kong mogul Li Ka-shing, who
dropped seven spots, coming in at #23
globally, with net worth of USD25 billion.

news

PAGE 4 / April 2016

chinainsight.info

“four
consciousnesses”
continued from page 3
Liu Yunshan, a member of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC
Central Committee, joined NPC deputies from
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region in their
panel discussion.
Stressing that development is China’s top
priority, the senior Party leader called on local
authorities to focus more on development quality
and efficiency.
They should forge ahead in promoting the

supply-side structural reform, Liu said.
He also urged Party members to study
speeches given by Xi and improve their ability
to promoting economic growth.
In the report delivered Saturday morning,
Premier Li also underscored the importance of
maintaining political integrity, being aware of the
bigger picture, following the CPC as the core of
the Chinese leadership and acting in accordance
with CPC Central Committee policies. ♦

China to crackdown
against illegal fundraising
China will take strict precautions and hard
actions against illegal fund-raising, the central
government said, after an online peer-to-peer
platform was found to swindle investors out of
billions of dollars.
It is an important guarantee for economic
stability and social harmony to prevent the
happening of such cases and properly deal with
the aftermath, said the document released by
the State Council, China's cabinet, on Thursday.
Related agencies and local governments
should pay high attention and strengthen their
efforts to crack down on illegal fund-raising in
a bid to protect people's interests and fend off
systemic risks, according to the document.
A long-term prevention mechanism should
be established, the document said.
The document was released to the public
after police found online P2P broker Ezubao
cheated about 900,000 investors out of more
than 50 billion yuan (7.6 billion U.S. dollars) by
fake investment projects. An executive from the

parent company has admitted it was nothing but
a Ponzi scheme.
Ezubao is not an isolated case in China.
Given rising financing difficulties amid a slowing
economy, P2P lending platforms mushroomed
across the country and have attracted numerous
individual investors with high returns.
By the end of November, there were more
than 2,600 such brokers nationwide, which have
raised a total of 400 billion yuan, around 30
percent of which were found with violations and
problems in their operation, official data showed.
Facing spreading risk, China set up a
ministerial joint conference mechanism to gather
strength and rein in the rampant sector.
Yang Yuzhu, office head of the conference,
said supervisors will make joint efforts to take
strong measures against illegal fund-raising and
make sure no supervision vacuum occurs.
China will improve financial services, guide
informal finance and eliminate the root of illegal
fund-raising, the document said. ♦

Fifteen million illegal publications were
confiscated and 28,000 websites deemed
pornographic or featuring other illegal content
were shut down in China in 2015.
The figures were announced by the
National Office Against Pornographic and
Illegal Publications on Friday, reviewing its
achievements.
The campaign against online pornography and illegal publications will continue

through 2016.
Authorities will focus inspections in
areas around schools to uncover shops selling
publications such as obscene comics, the office
said.
Moreover, practices such as sharing links
to pornographic websites or cloud storage, set
top box and online game websites with obscene
content will also be targeted and those implicated
punished, according to the office. ♦

Arts & Culture

Chinese wins world’s
biggest photography
China shuts down
28,000 illegal websites competition
in national crackdown

Ferrari to build
branded theme park in
China
Ferrari, the Italian luxury
sports car manufacturer, has
signed a non-binding agreement with China’s Beijing
Automotive Group Co and
BAIC Eternaland Property
Co for licensing of the design,
construction and operation of a
Ferrari theme park, to be located in one of the largest “primary cities” in China.
Theme parks are one of the ways in which
the car manufacturer is hoping to leverage its
luxury brand to generate additional revenues. The

parks feature rides for children and adults, all in
carriages shaped like the company’s coveted cars.
The luxury sports car maker and Formula
One powerhouse already has a theme park on an
island near Abu Dhabi covering 925,696 square
feet and is in the process of constructing another
one in Spain, slated to open in 2016. The Abu
Dhabi facility was named the Middle East’s
leading tourist attraction in the World Travel
Awards in 2015.
Ferrari sales in China, which represent about
five percent of its total worldwide, fell 22 percent
in 2015. ♦

Best single image taken by a photographer from China in the 2016 Sony World
Photography Awards
[LONDON, 15th March] Chinese photographer Xie Longxiang is the winner of China
National Award, part of the world’s biggest
photography competition, the Sony World Photography Awards.
Xie’s winning image “Snowing Heavily”
was chosen as the single best photograph taken
by a photographer from China entered into any
of the awards’ 10 Open categories.
Xie has won a 2,316 USD equivalent Sony
product. In addition, the winning image will be
part of the 2016 Sony World Photography Awards
Exhibition at Somerset House, London from

22nd April – 8th May and will be published in the
annual Sony World Photography Awards book.
Runner-up positions for China National
Award were given to:
• 2nd place – Hu Weiguo with the image titled
“Heritage of The Chinese Ancient Kilns”
• 3rd place – Wang LiJun with the image titled
“Hitting tree flowers”
The National Awards programme honours
and rewards the best single image taken by a local
photographer and runs in 60 countries across the
world from Argentina to Australia. It is open to
photographers of all abilities. ♦
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Chinese medicine comes to the fore
in Minnesota
By Gong Changzhen, Ph. D., contributor
It is no exaggeration to say that a new
acupuncture era is upon us. Professional
training beyond the master’s level has come
to Minnesota. The first doctoral program in
the upper Midwest officially got under way
at the American Academy of Acupuncture
and Oriental Medicine (AAAOM) on Feb.
19 with 15 enrollees.
The structure of AAAOM’s doctoral
curriculum is comparable to the architecture
of a traditional Chinese school or academy.
Those academies were always built with a
central axis with taller buildings and two
parallel wings. In this Academy’s doctoral
program, the central axis is its focus on
five specific areas of traditional Chinese
medicine (TCN): neurology, gynecology,
orthopedics, oncology and psychiatry. The
two parallel wings of the program consist
of a close examination of classical Chinese
medicine texts, and modern applications of
TCM. This 18-module curriculum of 1260
hours is scheduled to convene for four days
every four weeks, and can be completed in
two years. Each of the 18 weekend modules
will be a significant lifetime-learning
experience for each participant.
Doctor of Acupuncture and Oriental
Medicine (DAOM) courses are taught by
both permanent AAAOM faculty members
and visiting faculty members. Faculty
includes star professors and well-regarded
TCM experts from around the world. The
increasing awareness of traditional Chinese
medicine in this country has attracted
skilled, highly educated TCM practitioners,

solidly trained doctors from China to
America.
Faculty members include:
Dr. Jin Ming runs a practice in
Manhattan and is one of the first women
in China to receive a Ph.D. in traditional
Chinese medicine gynecology with more
than 30 years experience in the field. She is
a professor at the Pacific College of Oriental
Medicine and New York Acupuncture
Institute, and has been a guest lecturer
at Princeton University and New York
University on the connection between TCM
and Western medicine. Her research is on
acupuncture treatment for cancer patients
with chronic fatigue, hot flashes, chest pain,
and pain-management issues.
Dr. Mohammad Hashemipour has
more than 20 years’ training in Western
and traditional Chinese medicine in Iran,
completing a clinical Ph.D. degree in
acupuncture and Chinese medicine. He has
taught at the Beijing University of Chinese
Medicine. Hashemipour also holds an
advanced certificate in TuiNa, Chinese
medical massage and has special interest in
mind-body disorders, analyzing emotional
and psychiatric disorders from both Eastern
and Western medicine perspective.
Dr. Jeffrey Zhongxue Mah obtained
his master’s degree from Henan University
of Traditional Chinese Medicine, and his
Ph.D. degree from Beijing University of
Traditional Chinese Medicine. His book,
“The New Classical Prescription System,”
is being adopted by the University of

Herbal Medicine in California for its
doctoral degree program. Since 1996, Mah
has served as president of the University
of Herbal Medicine in California and the
American Consotherapy Center.
Dr. Lu Yubin received his medical
training and his Ph.D. degree at the
Shandong University of Traditional Chinese
Medicine, where his academic specialties
include Chinese medicine theory, Chinese
herbal medicine, classical Chinese medicine
texts, and pulse diagnosis. His ongoing
research focuses on the application of
acupuncture and Chinese medicine to the
most commonly seen health conditions. He
also is the principal architect of AAAOM’s
Master’s degree curriculum.
Dr. Craig Mitchell received his Master
of Science degree in Traditional Chinese
Medicine from the American College
of Traditional Chinese Medicine in San
Francisco in 1993 and went on to study
Chinese language and medicine in Taiwan
for several years, completing his Ph.D.
degree in traditional Chinese medicine at
the China Academy of Traditional Chinese
Medicine in 2006. He is the president of
the Seattle Institute of Oriental Medicine,
where he also serves as a clinic supervisor
and teaches classes on herbal medicine and
medical Chinese.
Dr. Tian Haihe received his Ph.D.
degree in Chinese medicine from Beijing
University of Chinese Medicine in China.
He was mentored by internationally known
experts in TCM. He has been a TCM

practitioner and professor in the U. S. since
1997, serving as academic dean and clinical
director at the TCM school in Tampa Bay,
Fla. Besides authoring many professional
papers and 20 medical books, he also
reviews books for “Acupuncture Today.”
Dr. Jiang Wen received her master’s
degree in acupuncture from Shandong
University of Traditional Chinese Medicine,
and her Ph.D. in acupuncture from Tianjin
University of Traditional Chinese Medicine. Jiang has practiced acupuncture at
the Fourth Affiliated Hospital of Shandong
University of Traditional Chinese Medicine
and at Tianjin Weixie Hospital. She has an
extensive publication list on needling techniques and the application of acupuncture
to gynecological problems.
These practitioners, translators and teachers will make a major contribution toward
acupuncture and Chinese medicine. ♦
Dr. Gong Changzhen is the president of
the American Academy of Acupuncture and
Oriental Medicine (AAAOM) located in Roseville, Minn. AAAOM offers a master’s degree
and a doctoral program in acupuncture and
Oriental medicine. He also is the Changzhen
Gong is the associate editor-in-chief of the
International Journal of Clinical Acupuncture
and has been teaching Chinese medicine
and culture since 1999. Gong also holds a
doctorate degree in economics from the University of Minnesota and currently resides in
Roseville, Minn.
AAAOM can be reached at 651-631-0204.
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Minnesota service
companies share
export stories April 20
In 2014, Minnesota’s service exports were
estimated to be about $13 billion. This Minnesota Trade Office seminar will help attendees
learn about service exports and how the featured
service companies developed and delivered their
service exports.
When: Wednesday, April 20; 8:30-11:45 a.m.
(registration begins at 8 a.m.)
Where: Tunheim & Associates, 8009 - 34th Ave.
South, Suite 1100, Bloomington
Directions &parking instructions: http://tunheim.com/location/
Fees: $25 if registered by April 18; $35 after.
Fee includes a light breakfast.
Registration: Call 651-259-7487 or 259-7499,
or email gloria.henck@state.mn.us
Contact: Paul Hansen, 651-259-7486, or email
paul.hansen@state.mn.us ♦

Lecture by leading
global strategy
consultant, April 19
Dr. Edward Tse, one of China’s leading
global strategy consultants, will deliver the 15th
annual Bob and Kim Griffin Building U.S. - China
Bridges Lecture, “China’s Disruptors: How
Leading Chinese Entrepreneurial Companies are
Changing China and the World” on April 19 at
McNamara Alumni Center, Memorial Hall (200
Oak St., SE., Minneapolis). The lecture is free
and begins at 4:30 p.m. followed by a questionand-answer session and book-signing event.
Tse is a pre-eminent global strategy and
management consulting firm in China and has
spent more than 20 years working with senior
Chinese executives, learning first-hand how
China’s most powerful companies operate. He
is the author of 2015’s “China’s Disruptors: How
Alibaba, Xiaomi, Tencent, and Other Companies
are Changing the Rules of Busines.”
Please reserve your free tickets online at
chinacenter.umn.edu. For assistance, please
contact the China Center at 612-624-1002. ♦

Think global, eat
local: Festival of
Nations, May 5-8

Festival of Nations, Minnesota’s largest
multicultural celebration, returns to Saint Paul
River Centre Thursday, May 5 through Sunday,
May 8.
The festival celebrates a vast array of ethnic
heritage through exhibits, food, music, dance,
and personal connections. There also will be
booths from 68 countries where you can shop
to your heart’s content.
The festival will focus on folklore and
fairytales from many cultures this year.
Saturday night programming explores the
darker side of folklore and fairytale. Meet such
characters as Krampus from Austria and the
Abominable Snowman (Yeti) from Tibet and
enjoy performances by Heart of the Beast puppet
theater and other groups.
Advance tickets are available April 1-May
5 at the International Institute of Minnesota
and at Lunds and Byerly’s Food Stores. Ticket
prices are available at festivalofnations.com/
info.html#tickets. ♦
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Chinese Heritage
Foundation presents
9th “A Passage to
China” at Mall of
America, April 9 & 10

A Passage to China will feature a wide
variety of interactive activities that delight
kids and families from 11 a.m.-5 p.m., April

9 & 10. Free admission.
More than 40 organizations will be
showcasing their specialties, ranging
from Mandarin Chinese lessons to dumpling-making and carving your personal
Chinese seal or “chop.” There also will be
live performances of Chinese music, dance
and martial arts at Sears Court on both
days, including lion and dragon dances and
Beijing opera performances.
For more information, email chff@
chineseheritagefoundation.org or call
Pearl Bergad, 612-722-4895. ♦

Global leadership: Our
Future with China,
April 20
Jon Huntsman Jr, former U.S. ambassador to China and former governor of Utah,
will be the keynote speaker at the Wednesday, April 20, Hendrickson Forum held at
Saint Mary's University Center, 2450 Park
Ave, Minneapolis.
Registration and networking will begin

at 11 a.m. The lunch program, including
Q&A will be from 11:30 a.m.-1:15 p.m.
Cost: $50 individuals, $25 alumni and Saint
Mary's employees, $10 students.
Questions? Contact
HendricksonInstitute@smumn.edu or
612-238-4545 ♦

History

Consequences of the Boxer Rebellion
By Pat Welsh, contirbutor

The formal end of the Boxer Rebellion
occurred on Sept. 7, 1901, when the Boxer
Protocol (辛丑各國和約) was signed. This
Boxer Protocol and the suppression of the Boxer
Rebellion in Beijing the previous year, which
left behind very unpleasant consequences for
the aging Dowager Empress Cixi (慈禧太后),
the Chinese civilians in north and northeastern
China, the Qing Manchu Court and China in
particular.
For Cixi, as the western forces were entering
Beijing, she was forced to abandon her luxurious
palace in Beijing’s Forbidden City, dress as an
ordinary farm woman and flee to Xian in three
wooden oxcarts along with a personal attendant,

a retinue of Gansu Guards and the previously
imprisoned Guangxü Emperor (光緒帝) in tow.
There Cixi was forced to suffer a humiliating
rebuke from the emperor who had briefly felt
empowered by the events at that time. Recall
that he had favored the reforms that Cixi had
overturned once her 1898 coup d’ etat had
succeeded. Her flight was explained as being
a tour of inspection but this explanation fooled
no one.
Beijing and several cities in northern China
were occupied for a year by the international
expeditionary forces. There were frequent
atrocities against civilians especially by French,
German, Japanese and Russian soldiers who
seemed to take the attitude that any Chinese
civilian that fell into their hands were either
Boxers or their supporters. British and American
personnel also participated in the looting that
occurred. To make matters worse, German and
French troops also undertook brutal punitive
military actions that included looting in the rural
areas around Beijing and other areas of northern
China. Finally, supported and encouraged by
American and British officials, Yuan Shikai (袁
世凱), who had previously expelled the Boxers
out of Shandong before the rebellion, undertook
a two = -year campaign to finally wipe out the
Boxers in Zhili and once again in neighboring
Shandong province.
On Sept.21, 1900 Russian forces seized Jilin
and the Liaodong peninsula. By October, their
forces had moved northward and occupied all
of Manchuria. Eventually this seizure conflicted
with Japanese interests in that area and this
occupation would lead to the outbreak of the
Russo-Japanese War in 1904.
As for the terms of the Boxer Protocol, China
found that her Dagu forts (大沽砲台) guarding

Beijing had to be leveled. Another provision
allowed foreign troops to protect the legations
of the Western Powers in Beijing and that there
would be a special area reserved for their use
under exclusive allied control, in which Chinese
shall not have the right to reside. The Zongli
Yamen (總理衙門) that had been charged with
dealing with all foreign affairs was replaced with
a Foreign Office, which ranked above the other

six boards in the government. Another provision
required in the Chinese government to prohibit
forever, under the pain of death, membership in
any anti-foreign society. As a punishment, civil
service examinations were to be suspended for
five years in all areas where foreigners were
massacred or subjected to cruel treatment.
Provincial and local officials would personally
be held responsible for any future anti-foreign
incidents. On the military front China was
weakened by the provision that the importation of
weapons into China was prohibited for two years
with a possible second two = -year extension if
the western powers deemed it necessary.
Another humiliation for China was that she
would be required to pay indemnities to the
western nations in the form of fines of some 450
million silver taels, the equivalent of more than

US$330 million at that time. Another provision
required that China had to execute a number of
high-ranking officials who played key roles in

bringing about the Boxer Rebellion. Governor
Yü Xian who headed the Boxer Movement
during the attacks on the foreign legations and
nine other were executed, but two other major
players, expected to be executed, General Dong
Fuxiang (董福祥) whose soldiers killed the
Japanese secretary Akira Sugiyama (杉山 彬)
and Prince Zaiyi (載漪), were spared and sent
away from Beijing. Finally, the emperor was
required to apologize to Germany and Japan for
the slaying of Baron von Ketteler and Sugiyama.
Cixi allowed these humiliations because she was
allowed to remain on the throne as the dowager
empress.
The $30 million portion to be paid to the
United States was reduced to $10.6 million,
most of which financed a program envisioned
by U.S. Secretary John Hay and approved by
President Roosevelt and the Chinese ambassador,
Liang Cheng. This program brought Chinese
individuals to American universities. The
Chinese students learned English and other

continued on page 8
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XinXing Academy celebrates Chinese New
Year with dazzling performance
Hopkins High School played host to an
elaborate two-hour show on Feb. 25 by XinXing
Academy students in celebration of the Chinese
New Year, which included songs, choreographed
dances, and monologues all in Chinese.
“This year’s Lunar New Year Performance
was phenomenal,” said Principal Paul Domer.
“Opportunities such as this are an important part
of our XinXing program,” Domer added. “Our
students have been fortunate to have regular,
meaningful participation in Chinese dance,

music, recitation, and Gongfu throughout the
school year. Immersion education is most effective when you integrate the learning of culture
alongside the learning of the language. We are
proud to offer these rich cultural and language
experiences at XinXing.”
From intricately choreographed dances and
monologues in Chinese to skits and poetry read
aloud by entire grades, the program celebrated
the rich heritage and the beginning of the Year
of the Monkey. ♦

Concert organized by
three local teens
continued from page 1

Children at the Boundless Love Camp in
Lijiazhai Village, Henan Province, China
support the left-behind children,” said Larry.
The children are left behind at home with the
grandparents or other relatives while their parents
go to the cities as migrant workers. Many of these
left-behind children are in dire need of support,
care and love. Last summer, the three friends each
worked as a group leader of 10-14 kids, leading

them in daytime activities (such as crafts, sports
and singing American and Chinese songs) and
looking after them at night. “It was hard work
but I felt extreme satisfaction in helping the
children,” said Noah. All three counselors felt
a strong bond with the kids and agreed that the
experience helped themselves build leadership
skills, mature and become better persons.
China Service Ventures (CSV), a Christian
nonprofit organization based in St Paul, has
been running Boundless Love children and
youth camps and providing other educational
services in Henan Province for 15 years. CSV
was founded in early 2000 by families and
friends of former Christian missionaries who
started schools, hospitals and churches in this
same region from 1901 to 1950. “I am extremely
proud of these three young men who went to
serve in the camp, and then came back and
organized this concert to raise money for the
camp, with the support and help from other young
performers,” said Rev. John Peterson, the CSV
Mission coordinator.

Six award-winning young pianists from
Crocus Hill Studio (Nita Qiu, Christina Waldron,
Noah Qiu, Saejin Yoo, Gloriana Wolf and
Collin Jinks) performed works by Bach,
Beethoven, Chopin, Liszt, Rachmaninoff and
Schubert. Their very impressive performances
were warmly received by the audience. Part
of the concert is available on Youtube: https://
youtu.be/_-SE0FuBMLw, https://youtu.be/
VC8Oab0ROqU, https://youtu.be/2z7sardZ7pQ
The concert was a great success and raised
more than $4,200. It also inspired more young

people to plan to volunteer at the Boundless Love
Camp. Noah, Derek and Larry are very excited
and thankful to the young pianists, Mindekirken
church and the generous donations from many
people including the local Chinese community.
All three are planning to go back to serve in the
camp again this summer.
More information about Boundless Love
Camp and other CVS services is available at
chinaserviceventures.org or by phone at 651659-1396. ♦

Noah Qiu is a junior at Woodbury High School. He’s also a talented pianist and varsity
swimmer on his high school team. Noah aspires to attend the United States Air Force Academy
and become a fighter pilot in the U.S. Air Force.
Derek Chen is a sophomore at Mounds View High School. He plays alto saxophone for the
school’s Symphonic Winds and Jazz band, as well as the Minnesota Youth Jazz Band’s Super Sax
group. Derek also participates in his school’s swim and Science Olympiad teams.
Larry Chen is a sophomore at Saint Paul Academy. His special interest in humanity, Chinese
language and culture led him to volunteer in poor rural Henan in China. He also participates in
his school’s varsity cross-country running and track, Nordic skiing, debate and Science Olympiad
teams and plays the violin in his school’s Honors Sinfonia.

History

Consequences of the Boxer Rebellion
continued from page 7
useful subjects. The students were then to return
to China to teach others. From this $10.6 million
and the original program, Qinghua University
(清华大学) in Beijing was created.
One consequence of the Boxer Rebellion
to China was that the Western Powers gave
up the idea of colonializing China. It seemed
more preferable to work with China through its
imperial administration.

Another consequence was the initiation of
some reforms approved by the dowager empress.
In 1901 she introduced new policies. Under these
new policies, the former civil service exam with
its complicated literary “eight-legged” essays
were gone forever. Education in the Chinese
classics was replaced by a European educational
system leading to a university degree. New police and military organizations were established
for the purpose of modernizing both. Taxation
policies were revamped and tariffs were establish enabling China to raise the funds needed
for reparation payments to the various Western
nations. Finally some bureaucratic efficiency

measure were undertaken in the central government. After the strange death of the Guangxu
Emperor on Nov. 14, 1908, and the death of the
empress dowager one day later, the brother of the
Guangxu Emperor, the regent Prince Chun (醇
親王), launched other reforms. (In 2008, it was
learned that the level of arsenic in the Guangxü
Emperor’s body was over 2000 times that of
normal people. The two people most believed
to be involved were either the Dowager Empress
Cixi who feared the Emperor’s reversals of her
policies after her death and Yuan Shikai who
feared being executed for treason if the Guangxu
Emperor were to assume the throne again. Using his military forces, Yuan had completely
controlled all the approaches to Beijing through
which he could utilize either to protect the Court
from threatened attack or to crush the Emperor
should he himself desire to assume Imperial
power. After Cixi’s death, Prince Chun acted as
regent for China’s new Emperor, the 3-year-old
infant, Henry Puyi (溥儀).
For the Qing Dynasty, it had been
permanently weakened. Anti-Qing feelings
gradually increased. The Emperor Protection
Society (保皇會) of Kang Youwei (康有為) and
Liang Qichao (梁啟超) would eventually lose
its momentum as the population became more
aware of the abuses of the Manchu court. The
Manchus also tried to exclude native Chinese in
the staffing of many central government posts but
their successes in this area only served to alienate
their Chinese subjects. In 1900, Sun Yat-sen (Sun
Zhongshan 孫中山), who in 1895 was disgraced
when his First National Uprising in Guangzhou
failed now found that he was viewed as a hero

by an ever-increasing percentage of the Chinese
population.

that was a protest against heavy local taxation in
that area, and finally in December of that year,
the Zhengnanguan Uprising (鎮南關起事) near
the Vietnam border that forced Sun Yat-sen to
flee China. The years between 1907 and 1911
saw six other uprisings that the Qing forces were
able to crush.
The confusion and consternation in the last
years of the Qing dynasty gradually evolved
into a chaotic warlord era when most powerful
northern warlords became hostile toward the
revolutionaries in the south who had overthrown
the Qing monarchy in 1911. The rivalry was not
fully resolved until the warlords were defeated by
Chiang Kai-shek’s 1926–28 successful Northern
Expedition.
Next month, I will go into Sun Yat-sen and
the events that led up to the overthrow of the
Qing Dynasty. ♦

Other symptoms of this fatal illness of
the Qing dynasty were the various uprisings
that began in October 1901 with the Huizhou
Uprising (惠州起義) that Sun himself had
ordered. This was followed by an attempt to
reestablish the old Ming dynasty with the Great
Ming Uprising (大明順天國) in January 1903.
This in turn was followed by the miners of three
counties in the Bingliuli Uprising (萍瀏醴起
義) in 1905. May 1907 saw the Huangguang
Uprising (黃岡起義) in Chaozhou in Guangdong
Province, the Huizhou-Qinuhu Uprising (惠州七
女湖起義) in Guangdong in June, the Anqing
Uprising (安慶起義) in July in Anhui Province
against the current Anhui Governor, and the
Qinzhou Uprising (欽州防城起義) in September

About Pat Welsh
In 2009 while teaching English at Sichuan
University, Welsh was asked to give a
speech where he was introduced to the
audience as a “pioneer of Chinese American
relations” as a result of his cooperative
work in international banking during the
Deng Xiaoping era. For more than 65 years,
Welsh has been learning Chinese and has
used this knowledge both professionally
and personally to enhance his understanding
of Chinese and Asian affairs. He currently
resides in Georgia and occasionally lectures
on China to classes in World History and
World Literature.
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The luckiest generations in the
U.S. and in China: the baby
boomers and the Generation ‘89
By Rick King and Chang Wang, contributors
Editor’s Note: Both Rick King and Chang Wang consider themselves lucky, and the luckiness is generational. King, a “baby boomer” who
was born in California and grew up in Massachusetts, believes overall, his generation is better off than his parents’ and his children’s; Wang,
originally from Beijing, belongs to “Generation ’89” in China, even believes his generation is the luckiest in Chinese history since 1842.
China Insight invites King and Wang to author a conversational style essay to compare the lives and the key characteristics of the “baby
boomers” in the U.S. and the “Generation ’89” in China.
The first of this four-part series defines who the boomer and Generation ’89 are in the U.S. and China respectively. The subsequent parts
will describe, contrast and compare the various economic and societal factors that affect and shape the two groups in their respective countries.

Part I: Defining Generations

King: I am part of the so-called baby
-boom generation, born between the end of
WWII and up to around 1964. Coming out of
the war and being born in the 1950s, the boomers
experienced no world war, a booming economy,
and the industrialization of the United States,
which was pretty significant at the time. People
had come back from the war; companies were
expanding, and the wartime footing turned into
a really robust economy for quite a while. It’s
a large group of people seeing rapid expansion
of housing, and of suburbs containing housing
and schools.
As a child, you were rarely alone. It seemed
that the world was geared toward children,
spurred by parents who had been gone during
the wartime. The parents’ time was a lot tougher
because they were the children of the war and
children of the depression. They tended to be
conservative and frugal, but our generation began
to experience a lot bigger world, though not the
broadest part of the world.
During the early 50s, the Korean War
occurred, although it was not a war in the sense
of WWII. It was more of what the historians
called a “policing activity.” From the United
States’ point of view, the United States was
trying to prevent the spread of certain lifestyle,
ideology, and governmental form, similar to that
of the Soviet Union and with which we did not
agree. So the Korean War was different, in that
we were not all involved in the war. This kind of
war was “police action,” and it was quite limited,
so that the whole U.S. economy was not thrown
behind it. The Korean Conflict was unpopular in
some areas because of the “police action” nature.
Even people coming from the war did not show
the same commitment as we had seen in WWI
and WWII.
One defining moment for my group was the

Historical incidents
of the baby boomers’
birth years in the United
States: 1946 - 1964
1946 President Truman proclaims end of World
War II; the first general-purpose electronic
computer is unveiled at the University of
Pennsylvania
1947 The first practical electronic transistor is
demonstrated at Bell Laboratories
1948 The first tape recorder is sold; the US
Supreme Court rules that religious instruction
in public schools is unconstitutional
1949 President Truman establishes rocket test
range at Cape Canaveral, Florida; President
Truman increases minimum wage from 40
cents to 75 cents
1950 Korean War begins; the fist TV remote
control is marketed
1951 Direct-dial coast-to-coast telephone service begins in the U.S.; first regularly scheduled
transatlantic flights begin operation
1952 A mechanical heart is used for first time in
a human patient in Detroit; the U.S. successfully
tests a hydrogen bomb
1953 The CIA helps overthrow the government
of Mohammed Mossadegh in Iran; Korean
War ends

Vietnam War, which, again, was not a war that
involved everybody and did not throw the whole
economy behind it. It was worse than the Korean
War in the sense that the whole country was not
fully behind the people who participated in the
war, as evidenced by widespread social unrest.
That unrest was very prevalent when I went to
high school. By the time I went to college, the
draft had ended and the war had ended. But the
Vietnam War was a very defining moment in my
middle school and high school years.

Tiananmen Square, Beijing, 1989
Then why, given these events, making things
good for my generation? Because even though
the country was in conflicts, not the entire
country was involved in the conflicts. To most
people, it was a booming economy that invited
participation. You were not much impacted by
those wars. You saw the news, but not everybody
was participating in the wars. For some, it was a
time of some stability; of course, for those in the
war, it was not a good time at all. But there were
many ways for people to defer their commitment
to the war. I was too young then. I had a draft
card, but I was not selected to go. When I went to
college, the war was pretty much done. The focus
of my generation was on the big growing country.
Despite all those conflicts, we did not have all
1954 The first shopping mall opens in Southfield,
Michigan; the first mass vaccination of children
against polio begins in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; the first microbiology laboratory opens in
the U.S.
1955 The first electric power generated from
atomic energy is sold commercially; Vietnam
War begins
1956 The first transatlantic telephone cable goes
into operation; videotape is used for the first time
on television; IBM introduces the first computer
disk storage unit
1957 President Eisenhower orders U.S. troops
to desegregate schools in Little Rock, Arkansas;
the Ford Motor Company introduces the Edsel
car; Toyota begins exporting vehicles to the U.S.
1958 The first successful American satellite,
Explorer 1, is launched into orbit; the U.S. Army
launches the Explorer 3 satellite; CBS Labs
announce stereophonic records
1959 Congress passes a bill authorizing food
stamps for poor Americans; Pan Am begins
regular passenger flights around the world
1960 John F. Kennedy becomes the 35th President of the United States; Vietnam War escalates
1961 Astronaut Alan Sheppard becomes the
first American in space; TWA shows the first
in-flight movie
1962 President John F. Kennedy begins blockade
of Cuba; astronaut John Glenn is first

these terrorist organizations around at that time.
When I think about my son and daughter,
who are in their early 30s, for them and their
children, the world has a whole new set of
conflicts, totally different from those before.
Somewhere between my generation and my
children’s’ generation, people have had to learn
new ways to get on an airplane. They have to
worry about terrorists who do not hesitate to take
the life of children. It is a whole different level
of conflict. Guerrilla warfare is potentially in
everybody’s neighborhood now. The generations
after mine learnt that through 9/11. My son was
in his late teens at that time. When you think
about something like that, if you compare the
levels of security of their generation and mine,
they’ve had to deal with a very different world.
My parents’ generation was involved in WWII,
and my kids are involved in the world full of these
scary entities entirely dedicated to the destruction
of the United States, simply because they do
not agree with our ideology. The fear and lack
of safety that the younger generation and their
children are experiencing are radically different
from what my generation experienced. Looking
at generations between the WWII and terrorism
as we know it today, overall my generation was
much secured. My generation fought two wars
half the world away, but my children are fighting
a “war” in their own towns and cities.
Wang: It makes perfect sense to me to
compare generations with the level of security
and the sense of security. FDR proposed four
fundamental freedoms that people “everywhere
in the world” ought to enjoy: freedom of speech;
freedom of worship; freedom from want; and
freedom from fear.
Now let’s look at China: Modern China
started in 1842, the end of the First Opium
War. Since then, almost every single generation
witnessed war, famine, natural disaster, political
American to orbit Earth; the first Wal-Mart and
K-Mart stores open
1963 Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. delivers
his “I Have a Dream” speech on the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial in the District of Columbia;
President John F. Kennedy is assassinated in
Dallas, Texas
1964 Civil Rights Act of 1964 passes in the U.S.
Senate 73-27; Dr. Martin Luther King is awarded
The Nobel Peace Prize; NASA launches its first
Orbital Geophysical Observatory (OGO-1)

Historical incidents of
the Generation ’89 birth
years in China:
1962-1972

1962 China begins to recover from the three
years Great Famine (1959-1961); Sino-India
Border Conflict
1963 The Communist Party of China begins
“Five-Anti” campaign and “Socialist Education Movement”
1964 China conducts its first successful nuclear test
1965 Chinese scientists synthesizes crystalline
bovine insulin, a bioactive protein
1966 Mao and the Communist Party of China start the “Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution”; “The Destruction of the Four Olds”
campaign destroys most of traditional culture

chinainsight.info
terror, one after another, enduring endless misery
and suffering.
There is one exception, however, that is the
generation of people born in the urban areas of
China between 1962 and 1972 - the “Generation
’89.” This generation was born at the right
time, in the right place, and was provided with
opportunities to thrive and prosper.
We were named “Generation ’89” for the
time we went to college: before, during, or after
1989, the end of a short-lived “Golden Age” of
1980s. The Tiananmen tragedy in 1989 represented the closing of the “Cultural Renaissance” and
political tolerance in China. So my generation has
this shared value system of the 1980s and shared
traumatic experience in 1989.
Nevertheless, my generation has not
experienced war and famine. We cannot say
with absolute certainty that there will be no war
or famine in our lifetime, particularly in light of
the political instability and the environmental
crisis in mainland China.
Because of the “Hukou” (Residency Permit)
system in China, we have to admit that the lucky
ones are mostly from the urban areas of China.
Rural residents have far less opportunities than
their urban counterparts do. This is a manmade caste system sanctioning discrimination
and exploitation, but I am glad to see Chinese
authority is reforming it.
Our generation was born after the Great
Famine (1959 – 1961) caused by Mao’s
disastrous political and economic policy that
killed at least 37 million innocent farmers, elders
and children. During our childhoods, we had
very limited resources – but we didn’t starve to
death, thanks to food and cloth vouchers issued
to urban residents.
Our generation also was born before the
implementation of the One Child Policy in 1979.
So our generation has siblings; I have a sister.
Almost everybody in this generation I know has
siblings. The One Child Policy also has caused
devastating effects in China, I am very glad it
is over.
Overall, from early education to middle-age
healthcare, in almost all the important life stages
our generation, life has treated us well, and we
are extremely grateful. ♦

Rick King is executive vice president and
Chief Information Officer at Thomson Reuters, which provides professionals with the
intelligence, technology and human expertise they need to find trusted answers. King
and his wife live in Eden Prairie, Minnesota.
Chang Wang is chief research and academic
officer at Thomson Reuters. Wang and his
wife live in Eagan, Minnesota.

in China; “Red Terror” (mass killings and tortures) by the Red Guards took place in urban
areas
1967 Mass killings (including Hunan Daoxian Massacre) and turmoil spreads throughout
China; China’s first hydrogen bomb test successful; China’s judiciary and public security
system collapses; British Legations in Beijing
is attacked by red mob
1968 The Communist Party of China purges
70 percent of its senior members, including
President Liu Shaoqi; “Down to the Countryside Movement” begins, millions of urban
youth are sent to rural areas to work
1969 Sino-Soviet Border Conflict
1970 Communist Party of China starts threeyear long “One Strike-Three Anti” campaign,
causing over a quarter-million wrong convictions; China launches its first satellite
1971 Lin Biao, China’s second-in-command,
dies after a failed coup d’état against Mao;
The People’s Republic of China (mainland)
replaces The Republic of China (Taiwan) as
the permanent member of the United Nations
Security Council
1972 Richard Nixon visits China; The U.S.
and China jointly issue Shanghai Communiqué; China and UK issue joint communiqué
concerning upgraded diplomatic relations;
Japanese Prime Minister visits China and Japan and China issue Joint Statement

people
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Remembering Elsie Elliott, the “spirit
and social conscience of Hong Kong”
By Elaine Dunn
To younger readers, you’re probably
going, “Who?” To older folks like me, she
was a force to be reckoned with in Hong
Kong for half a century!
When the Chinese Civil War broke out,
foreign missionaries were expelled from
China. After four years in the mainland,
Elsie and her missionary husband William
Elliott fled the chaos and arrived in Hong
Kong in 1951.
So how did a meek missionary wife from
North England, (Newcastle-upon-Tyne, to
be precise) become one of the most outspoken and effective advocates of Hong Kong’s
downtrodden?
Mrs. Elliott, the name by which she was
known from the 1950s to 1985, was almost
a fixture in the Hong Kong media for five
decades. The overcrowded living conditions
of Hong Kong’s lower socio-economic sector shocked her upon her arrival. She was
June 2, 1913 – Dec. 8, 2015
further taken aback by the lack of regulations over child labour, the long
working hours, the low wages
and the primitive working conIt is my dearest wish that
ditions. She wasn’t going to
young people… see life according stand by and do nothing, which
to the facts as they are, that they
was her missionary husband’s
will face these facts, and that they and his church’s position. This
split in ideology also caused a
will not be deceived by ideals
split in the couple’s marriage.
that are meant to deceive or even
They divorced shortly after.
Elliott threw herself into
control them.
championing the rights of the
Elsie Elliott Hong Kong underprivileged.
She knew the Chinese did not
dare complain about the serious
The 1960s were turbulent times. Protests corruption, especially in the latter1960s and
and demonstrations abound around the 1970s, so she took full advantage of her
world. The decade of transformation saw British citizenship to become their voice.
women emerge as leaders fighting for She composed and sent an incessant barrage
cultural changes such as equal pay for equal of letters to a succession of colonial adminwork, and calling for an end to domestic istrators in an effort to improve the lives of
violence and gender disparities.
the ethnic Chinese population in the British
In the U.S., Gloria Steinem burned the colony she now called home.
bra for Women’s Rights. Angela Davis was
She first met Andrew Tu (the Anglicized
front and center in the Black Panther Party. name she gave him because “Andrew was
Across the pond, Bernadette Devlin was the apostle who helped the people.”) at
the fiery Irish socialist and the youngest her then-husband’s church. Tu, a Monperson (she was 21) to be elected to UK’s golian, was also very outspoken. He was
Parliament … to name a few.
instrumental in showing her how to better
And in Hong Kong, there was Elsie understand the Chinese ways. Furthermore,
Elliott.

“

”

Elliott, 2nd from the right, at a 1973 anti-corruption rally with students from13 student
and youth groups.

he shared her vision and the two co-founded
the first English “school” (a one-classroom
army tent) for children living in the squatter
areas in 1954. In 1955, Elliott and Tu were
able to establish two classrooms, and could
then register the school with the Department
of Education. But it was not without a fight,
literally, with the other church members.
However, she emerged ever more determined, bruises and all, to build up the Mu
Kuang English School, with Tu along her
every step of the way. She was its supervising teacher and he, the principal. And they
both taught at the school where she even
taught students physical exercises!
During the 1960s, many of the Chinese
citizens in Hong Kong were distrustful
of the police. Communist agitators from
the mainland fanned the anti-colonial rule
sentiment. Social unrest was percolating.
In 1963, Elliott was elected to Hong
Kong’s Urban Council, the body that oversaw the municipal services of the colony,
representing an opposition group called the
Reform Club. She was also a member of
the Transport Advisory Committee. As a
spokesman for the United Nations Association, she also lobbied for self-rule and democratic reform for Hong Kong in London.
When the Star Ferry – the crucial
cross-harbour ferry service between Hong
Kong’s Central (financial) District and
Kowloon Peninsula – announced a five-cent
fare increase in April 1966, she was the lone
member on the committee who objected to
the fare increase. Although a fare increase
of five cents does not sound like much, it
represented a 25 percent increase, which,
as Elliott sees it, cannot be taken lightly for
the blue-collar working families.
Protestors took to the streets. However,
peaceful protests turned into violent riots
where stones were thrown at buses, vehicles
and buildings were set on fire, and shops
were looted. Police had to use tear gas to
disburse the crowd of 300. Three days of
riots ensued, and Elliott was the scapegoat
– she was accused of instigating civil unrest.
She earned her “social activist” stripes
by collecting 20,000 signatures and took the
petition to London to plead the case directly
to the Brits. The hunger striker at the Star
Ferry Terminal had “Hail Elsie” painted on
the back of his jacket.
In the end, only the first-class fare was
increased, and students and anyone under
age 16 were exempted.
In the 1970s, corruption among Hong
Kong civil servants and, in particular, the
police, was rampant. When the police chief
fled the colony upon being investigated
for alleged corruption, mass street protests
broke out. Elliott led an anti-graft campaign/ She took photos of police turning
a blind eye while triad gang members collected protection money. She turned these
photos over to the local TV station, which
resulted in heightened public awareness of
the gravity of and widespread corruption
problem. Her action eventually led to the
establishment of The Independent Commission Against Corruption in 1974.
In 1979, she and Tu collaborated on
another project: the Association for the

Promotion of Public Justice, a social justice
advocacy organization that worked on improving the working conditions of the many
Filipino maids working in Hong Kong.
They also led the fight in decriminalizing
homosexual acts.
In 1985, 31 years after the two first
co-founded the school, Elliott and Tu took
their partnership one step further - they got
married and stay married until Tu’s death
in 2001, living in an apartment above the
school.

Andrew and Elsie Tu
As the Hong Kong handover (back to
China) approached, Elliott questioned the
reason why the British did not grant Hong
Kong democracy decades ago, calling
then-Governor Chris Patten a hypocrite for
proposing reforms just before the handover.
She lost re-election to both the Urban and
Legislative Councils in 1995. When she was
appointed to the Beijing-backed Provincial
Legislative Council in 1996, many accused
her of “selling out” to Beijing, to which she
famously declared, ““I’m not for China, I’m
not for Britain. I’ve always been for the
people of Hong Kong and for justice. I will
do the work I’ve always done and stand for
the people who get a raw deal.”
When the Provincial Legislative Council was dissolved in 1998, she officially
retired. However, she kept up her watchdog-for-the-underprivileged role, with
letters to the newspapers criticizing unfair
governmental policies. And in her 100th
year, feisty as ever, she openly spoke out
about the widening income gap and expressed sympathy for the dock workers
who had been protesting for three weeks for
better wage and working hours.
The long outspoken critic of colonial
corruption and tireless defender of Hong
Kong’s downtrodden passed away peacefully of pneumonia-related complications
on Dec. 8, 2015, at the age of 102. The
physical “spirit of Hong Kong” may have
passed away, but, judging by the tremendous
outpouring of tributes since her death, and
the growth of the Mu Kuang English School,
her legacy will live on.♦
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When we think of Republican-era Nanking
today, rape, pillage and massacre come first to
mind. But there is much more to the story of
the city’s fall to the Japanese invaders. Peter
Harmsen’s new book tells the whole story in
great detail. Only the last ten percent of the text
deals directly with the subsequent occupation
and its atrocities.
Harmsen recounts the fall of the Republic
of China’s capital in terms of military tactics,
but he also explains the behind-the-scenes
diplomacy and reports some personal accounts of
those involved. Unusually, most of his reporting
emphasizes the Japanese point of view. The

book’s extensive list of sources suggests that few
accounts from the Chinese viewpoint survived
the occupation, the civil war and then the Cultural
Revolution.
The Japanese sources recount how enthusiasm
for a campaign to take Nanking (today’s Nanjing)
arose almost entirely on the battlefield: troops
who had just taken Shanghai had the bit in their
teeth and pushed on to Nanjing without specific
authorization. Back in Tokyo, a strong faction
based on the long-established Black Dragon
Society opposed even the Shanghai campaign,
arguing that the Russian Far East was an easier
and more useful target adjacent to the Japanese

puppet state Manchukuo.
Taking Shanghai was originally approved
on the assumption that with Beijing, Tianjin and
Shanghai in Japanese hands, China would be
neutralized as an enemy and Japan could turn its
attention to the Soviet Union. But once Shanghai
had been taken, the same argument was used to
justify taking the capital, and that was the first
step in sucking the Japanese into a quagmire of
their own devising.
Harmsen treats the month-long advance from
Shanghai to Nanjing in great detail, tracking
the maneuvers and encounters of each unit
involved on both sides. There were no pitched
battles — the Chinese side had used up all its
best troops and equipment defending Shanghai
— but the depleted Chinese units put up a dogged
resistance. With poor equipment, their tactics
foreshadowed the human wave attacks which
amazed the world during the Korean conflict 15
years later. The disagreements back in Tokyo
restrained the Japanese navy from simply sailing
up the river and blasting the city into submission.
Instead, the army’s version of a blitzkrieg was
planned to last 20 days, but it took half again as
long to reach the city, which then fell in about
100 hours.
Germany originally tried to act as an
honest broker to halt the conflict, but as events
developed in Europe, Germany gradually came
to side with Japan, and Russia sent badly-needed
aid, especially aircraft and pilots, to China’s
assistance. Harmsen follows the diplomacy in

some detail, but again relying mostly on Japanese
and European sources.
Neither side took any prisoners during
the five-week campaign, though in retreat
the Chinese had little opportunity to take
and execute Japanese prisoners. That policy
continued once the city had fallen, and the
Japanese systematically rounded up and shot any
surviving men of military age. They themselves
disdained surrender, after all, and felt that any
Chinese soldiers who didn’t die fighting should
have committed suicide to avoid being captured.
They therefore had few compunctions about
executing them en masse. Indeed, Harmsen
presents some clear evidence that the Japanese
felt intense disappointment with the entire
Chinese population. Rather like the Americans
in Iraq, they had expected to be welcomed as
liberators and were surprised to see the resistance
to their rule among the general population.
The sex-starved Japanese soldiers (very, very
few of whom would survive the war) enjoyed
complete impunity, and the emphasis today is
on the pervasive sexual molestation during the
occupation. Harmsen quotes estimates that about
10 percent of the women left in the city were
raped at least once.
“Nanjing 1937” offers a detailed account of
the campaign illustrated with numerous useful
maps. It presents a point of view that most
readers will not have encountered before. It’s
well worth a read. ♦

Arts & Culture

Body of Devotion: The Cosmic Buddha
Now through the end of the year, on exhibit
at The Smithsonian’s Freer|Sackler Gallery is an
interactive installation presenting the original
sixth-century “The Cosmic Buddha” or “Vairochana,” a life-size headless limestone figure,
alongside the evolving methods used to study
it-from rubbings and photographs to the technological possibilities of today.
The exhibition includes the ancient sculpture itself, ink rubbings, a digital flat map of
the surface and touchscreen monitors that allow
visitors to manipulate the digital images of the
object and explore information about it. “Body
of Devotion” offers a special opportunity to
understand the ancient sculpture and evolving
methods of research.
“3-D scanning is an amazing process that
brings new details to light,” said Keith Wilson,
Freer|Sackler curator of the exhibition. “I can
continue adding findings to the digital model and

easily share information with other researchers.
The exhibition is a great opportunity to feature
this compelling work and show how advances
in digital technology open up channels to new
research and information.”

The sculpture

In Chinese Buddhist art, the sixth century
was a pivotal moment with theological debate
and artistic transformation. During this dynamic
period, the religion enjoyed both imperial patronage and popular support.
“The Cosmic Buddha” or “Vairochana” is
wrapped in the simple robe of a monk, but the
garment is covered with incredibly complex
illustrations of Buddhist stories. These low-relief
images represent a symbolic map of the Buddhist
world, including everything from the tortures of
hell to enlightenment and paradise. When first
created in north China, the scenes were probably
embellished with paint, which would have made
the subjects easier to discern.
“The Cosmic Buddha” was acquired by Carl
Whiting Bishop, the museum’s first Chinese
art curator, in 1923. He bought it in Beijing on
Christmas Eve, and it has been an iconic object
in the museum collections ever since.

Evolution of research methods

3D scan of
Cosmic Buddha
with digital surface occlusion.
Image
courtesy
Smithsonian’s Digitalization Program
Office

The low-relief narrative illustrations have
made the work a challenge to study through the
ages. Before being acquired by the Freer, scholars
made rubbings of the sculpture’s surface using
ink on paper, which gave stronger contrast to
the inked elements against the white paper. This
process, however, risked leaving ink stains on
the surface of the artwork.
Now, 3-D scanning, along with a wide variety of digital tools, can be used to clarify the
sculpture’s designs. Using a laser-arm scanner,
the ancient work was scanned and its color recorded through more than 300 photographs of
the work. The combined surface and color data
creates a 3-D model made of 20 million triangles.
This digitized model now available on the
Smithsonian X 3D website offers users the ability
to study the work in unprecedented detail and

A laser passing over the surface of an object produces a digital scan made of millions
of measurements points. These data can be manipulated in a variety of ways to reveal
new information and advance research.
provides worldwide access to anyone interested
in this masterpiece of Buddhist sculpture. The
website includes a tour functionality, allowing
Freer|Sackler curators and conservators to use the
3-D data as a starting point for exploring various
aspects of this sculpture, including information
on what it looked like when it was first created
and how it has been conserved since. This digital
data may also be used to replicate the sculpture
through 3-D printing.
“3-D imaging is a non-invasive method, and
it has the added benefits of capturing a great depth
of information and allowing broad access to
treasures without the risk of harm to the object,”
said Günter Waibel, director of the Digitization
Program Office.
“The Cosmic Buddha” is at the forefront of
the pioneering digital work underway at the Freer
and Sackler galleries. They have made digital
images of their entire collections available online
since January 2015 providing unprecedented
access to one of the world’s most important
holdings of Asian and American art. The free
public resource-called “Open F|S”-can be visited
at open.asia.si.edu, allowing anyone to explore
and create with the collections from anywhere
in the world. The vast majority of the 40,000
artworks have never before been seen by the

public, and more than 90 percent of the images
will be in high-resolution and without copyright
restrictions for non-commercial use. The Freer
and Sackler galleries are the first Smithsonian
and the only Asian art museums to digitize and
release their entire collections, and in so doing,
join just a handful of museums in the U.S.

About the Freer and Sackler
Galleries

The Smithsonian’s Freer Gallery of Art and
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, located on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., together comprise
the nation’s museum of Asian art. It contains one
of the most important collections of Asian art in
the world, featuring more than 40,000 objects
ranging in time from the Neolithic to the present
day, with especially fine groupings of Islamic art,
Chinese jades, bronzes and paintings and the art
of the ancient Near East. The galleries also contain important masterworks from Japan, ancient
Egypt, South and Southeast Asia and Korea, as
well as the Freer’s noted collection of works by
American artist James McNeill Whistler. The
Freer Gallery of Art, which will be closed during
the exhibition, is scheduled to reopen in spring
2017 with modernized technology and infrastructure, refreshed gallery spaces and an enhanced
Eugene and Agnes E. Meyer Auditorium. ♦
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Thy surname be
‘Party’: the state of
press freedom in
Hong Kong and China,
revisited
By Elaine Dunn

“Groundbreaking…The most authoritative account of the Great Famine…One
of the most important books to come out of
China in recent years.” ―Ian Johnson, The
New York Review of Books
That is just one of many glowing reviews
of “Tombstone” by Yang Jisheng, a retired
reporter for Xinhua News, the Chinese state
news agency. “Tombstone” was published
in November 2013 and regarded as one of
the best insider’s account of the worst Maoera missteps that caused approximately 36
million Chinese die of starvation. Yet, the
book was banned in China and the author
was forbidden to travel to Harvard University to receive the Louis M. Lyons Award
for Conscience and Integrity in Journalism
last month.
Following the Charlie Hebdo massacre
in France, China Insight (February 2015, p.
11) published a piece about press freedom
in Hong Kong and China. It highlighted the
plight of journalists in Hong Kong leading
up to and during the pro-democracy demonstrations in Hong Kong in fall 2014. It also
reported how both Hong Kong and China
ranked in the World Press Freedom Index.
Where does press freedom stand one
year later? In an era where infinite amount
of information is posted online continuously and new channels of content delivery
are growing, could press freedom be improving? Apparently, not in China, Hong
Kong and Macau, where the International
Federation of Journalists’ (IFJ) China Press
Freedom Report said press freedom had deteriorated further in 2015. Worst yet, it looks
like 2016 does not bode well at all either.
In February 2016, President Xi JinPing
toured the offices of the three leading state
media organizations to remind them their
duty is to serve the [Communist] Party,
stating the media should identify with the
party’s agenda. In fact, he declared the
media be “surnamed ‘Party’ (必须姓党).”
What he meant by that was there will be
more restrictions on the media, from news
content to advertising to entertainment. To
the international press corps, that indicated
many topics would be off limits, topics such
as negative reporting of China’s leaders, its
economy, the Tibetan and Uigher issues,
and terrorist activities. Worst yet, for
foreign companies and Sino-foreign joint
ventures involved in online publishing,
the Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology announced that as of March
10, they must seek prior approval from the
State Administration of Press, Publication,
Radio, Film and Television. Furthermore,
online content and IP addresses have to be

kept for 60 days and provided to authorities
in the case of investigations.
Also in February, a prominent blogger
and successful real estate tycoon had his
Sina and Weibo accounts shut down after
he posted critical comments about Xi’s
media tour, saying the media organizations’
reporting were supposed to represent the
people (whose taxes paid their salaries), not
the Party. Staff from Southern Metropolis
Newspaper were reprimanded and its editor
fired for the same reason. By February 26,
the International Federation of Journalists
March bulletin reported:
“… the Cyber Space Office said that in
cooperation with other departments, including the Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology Bureau, that more than 100
websites were shut down and more 2000 online rumours about public policy, transport
and food security were deleted. In addition,
more than 580 social media accounts were
shut down on accusations they violated
from online service regulations, seriously
damaging public interest. Among the 580
accounts shut down, three of the accounts
were named and accused of repeatedly disseminating fake information about politics
and public affairs. At least 7 bloggers were
named, including media workers, accused
on repeatedly posting against the principles
of the Chinese Constitution.”
Offenders will be severely punished!
No lie.
Hong Kong’s South China Morning Post
reported that three investigative journalists
were arrested in January in the northwestern
Gansu Province. They had written unflattering articles about the city and its officials.
The journalists are now facing charges
related to “extortion.”
During this past Lunar New Year’s
“Fishball Revolution” in Hong Kong’s
Mong Kok district, journalists were attacked
for reporting on the police closing down
unlicensed fishball snack stands. In late
February, owners and media workers of a
Hong Kong publisher and bookseller who
had been missing since late 2015, mysteriously turned up in Hong Kong and asked
the police to stop treating them as “missing
persons.” They then gave very public “confessions” that they had returned to mainland
China voluntarily to help with government
investigations. However, public sentiment is
that they had been held in China because of
the books they publish and sell – “salacious”
titles about Chinese leaders and the elite and for operating an “illegal business” in the
mainland. No matter that one of the accused
was a British citizen and another, a Swedish
citizen, the Chinese authorities maintained
that since they were Chinese at birth, this
would be an “internal affair.”*
Caixin Media’s March 3 English-language piece stating the media should be
‘free to give their opinions to the Communist Party’s leaders,” was removed by the
authorities. Caixin promptly reported the
censorship.
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On March 15, another journalist (who
writes a regular column for Tencent Online)
has gone missing after he was detained on
a flight from Beijing to Hong Kong. He
was accused of writing and posting a letter
online calling for President Xi’s resignation.
No one has been able to reach the journalist
and Chinese law enforcement has refused
to comment.

Screenshot of the article that was removed from
Caixin’s English-language website.

During two high-level government
meetings in Beijing last month,VPNs
(virtual private networks) that bypass
China’s Great Firewall and online censorship
were disrupted or blocked. According to an
organization that monitors online censorship
in China, the Great Firewall has blocked
access to more than 100 top websites around
the world, including Facebook, Google,
Twitter and Youtube.
Foreign journalists have long been
barred from covering “action” sites because
of “paperwork” bureaucracy, or their press
cards may be withdrawn and/or may not be

renewed. Worst yet, they may be detained
on charges of espionage. And it is no secret
that many correspondents have had their
personal belongings (such as books, maps
and DVDs, especially those pertaining to
the status of Taiwan) confiscated as they
leave China.
Even without outright censorship, press
freedom can decline with self-censorship,
which is what is happening in Hong Kong.
However, with election of new leadership
coming up in 2017, expectations are there
will be even tighter media control from the
mainland, which is when objective investigative reporting is most necessary.
According to the IFJ, in Hong Kong
and China, “Propaganda, censorship, surveillance, intimidation, detention, brutality
and attacks and televised ‘confessions’ have
become go-to tools for the government as
they tighten their grip on the media and the
press in 2015.”
Sophie Richardson, China director for
Human Rights Watch, said, “It seems it’s
no longer enough for Chinese authorities to
erase all trace of criticism — it now seems
bent on erasing all trace of its critics, too.”
China’s ranking in the World Press
Freedom Index now stands at 176 out of
180 countries. Hong Kong is at 70. (The
U.S. ranks 49 and, again, Finland is at the
top of the list.)
It is a shame that roughly 25 percent of
the world’s population is denied good and
transparent news coverage. This May 3,
annual World Press Freedom Day, take time
to reflect on the state of press freedom and
support media and journalists who struggle
to provide decent reporting against increasingly hostile conditions.
* One of the booksellers returned to Hong
Kong from the mainland March 24 reiterating he went to China of his own volition.
He also told the media he would never run
a bookstore again. ♦
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Why Donald Trump will be better for U.S.-China
relations than Marco Rubio or Hillary Clinton
By Stephen Harner, China-US Focus (www.chinausfocus.com), March 10, 2016

Following important endorsements and
key wins on “Super Tuesday” March 1, Donald
Trump is by far the most likely person to
be nominated at the July 18-21 Republican
convention, and to face off against Hillary
Clinton on November 8.
What should people concerned with U.S.China relations, especially those hoping U.S.China relations can be improved, be thinking
about this eventuality? What should they know
and consider about the man who is probably
the only viable remaining challenger to Trump,
Florida Senator Marco Rubio?
I will state my view up front: Between
Trump, Clinton, and Rubio, it is Donald Trump
who offers the greatest promise for improving
U.S.-China relations, both in the short- and
long-terms. Hillary Clinton would surely
continue the same confrontational and biased
anti-China policies stances (e.g., on South China
Sea sovereignty questions) that characterized
her tenure as Secretary of State. Marco Rubio,
a representative and surrogate of the vested
bureaucratic, political, and industrial interests
of the America’s national security state, would,
like Clinton, continue the anti-China policy
bias and, if anything, accelerate the potentially
catastrophic and totally unjustifiable drift toward
U.S.-China military confrontation in the South
China Sea and elsewhere.
Most readers will find my opinion on Trump
incomprehensible. Has not Trump asserted that
China has achieved unfair advantage in trade
and economic relations with the United States?
Has not Trump threatened to impose tariffs or
other barriers to Chinese goods? Has not Trump
declared that he would bring back thousands of
American jobs lost to China?
Readers will be raising these questions
because they (like most commentators within
the political establishment in the United States,
who failed utterly to understand Trump’s

appeal and predicted that his campaign would
quickly collapse) are missing the essence and
implications of Donald Trump’s positions on
America’s foreign policies and relations, in trade
and, more importantly, national security.
One analyst who, on the contrary, understands Trump’s appeal, and has thought deeply
about why Trump is so fiercely opposed by both
the Republican and Democrat political establishments, is David Stockman, former Republican
Congressman, Reagan-era director of the White
House Office of Management and Budget, and
now, at age 69, Wall Street financier who produces the very engaging and provocative “David
Stockman’s Contra Corner” blog.
Stockman believes Trump’s comments
about disadvantageous trade deals and economic
policies are stylistic simplifications, unlikely
to be translated into policies, meant mainly to
adumbrate his underlying, fundamental position
and belief that the United States government, led
by a self-interested elite of both parties, has since
the end of WWII sacrificed the interests of the
vast majority of American citizens, in order to
maintain what can only be described as a global
“empire.”
Trump is signaling that he believes
maintaining this global American empire has
weakened and corrupted the United States,
without substantially improving conditions in
much of the world. On the contrary, America’s
interventions and determination to wield
hegemonic power have created chaos in and
visited devastation on other countries, while
engendering unnecessary and unjustifiable
confrontations, for example with Russia.
Trump’s way of thinking suggests that he
would see no reason to continue the provocative
Obama policy of challenging China’s sovereignty
in the South China Sea. Indeed, there is a good
chance that a Trump presidency would see
reversal of the Obama/Hillary Clinton “pivot to

Asia” strategy, the aim of which is to maintain
unchallengeable military hegemony in the
region, effectively threatening China’s legitimate
security interests.
For Stockman, the root of the problem in
American national politics and foreign relations
is that the Republican Party (the GOP) has over
the past 30 years mutated into what he calls “the
Warfare State Party.” Trump is challenging this
status quo. On February 27, Stockman wrote:
“Nestled comfortably in the Imperial City,
[i.e., Washington, D.C., the Republican Party]
operates a plethora of special interest rackets
which underwrite its incumbents’ bi-annual
electoral campaigns out in the provinces.
“…GOP politicians idle their time in the
capital and on foreign junkets conjuring and
embellishing scary stories about terrorist threats
and hostile regimes. So doing, they perceive
enemies of the American Imperium to be stalking
the planet everywhere and even creeping onto
these exceptional shores.
“In a word, as the party of the Warfare State,
the GOP’s main business has become promoting
the agenda, campaigns, machinations and glory
of the Imperial City.”
Stockman perceives that Donald Trump will
break away from GOP underwritten “agenda,
campaigns, [and] machinations” of the Warfare
State. “…at the heart of [Trump’s] appeal are two
propositions which strike terror in the hearts of
the Imperial City’s GOP operatives.
“[First], he is loudly self-funding his own
campaign and bombastically insisting that
America is getting a bad deal everywhere in
the world.
The first of these propositions explicitly
tells the legions of K-Street lobbies to take a
hike, thereby posing a mortal threat to the fund
raising rackets, which are the GOP’s lifeblood.
And while the “bad deal” abroad is superficially
about NAFTA and our $500 billion [sic] trade

deficit with China, it is really an attack on the
American Imperium.
Why is Trump winning? Writes Stockman:
“The American people are sick and tired of
the … wars of intervention and occupation; and
they resent the massive fiscal burdens of our
outmoded but still far-flung alliances, forward
bases and apparatus of security assistance and
economic aid. They especially have no patience
for the continued huge cost of our commitments
to cold war relics like NATO, the stationing of
troops in South Korea and the defense treaty
with the incorrigible Japanese, who still blatantly
rig their trade rules against American exports.”
About Marco Rubio, Stockman says:
“What Marco Rubio is all about is Warfare
State republicanism. When he talks about
restoring American Greatness it is through the
agency of Imperial Washington.”
His conclusion: “So the good in The Donald
at this juncture is that only he can stop Senator
Marco Rubio. Only Trump’s brash bombast can
finally displace the toxic neocon ideology that
has mutated the GOP into the handmaiden of
the Warfare State.”
A Trump presidency could usher in a great
more harmonious, non-confrontational, “winwin” relationship with China; indeed, a “new
model of great power relations.”♦
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Freedom of navigation Donald Trump’s
in South China Sea not Chinese book list
U.S. vessels’ “muscle
show”: China

In May 2011, L.A. Times reported that in an interview with Xinhua, China’s news agency, current U.S. presidential candidate Donald Trump mentioned that he had read many books on China
to help him understand the Chinese mind. Following is the list that came rolling off his tongue:

[BEIJING, Feb. 23, Xinhua] -- China on
Tuesday refuted once again the United States’
claim that China has threatened the freedom of
navigation in the South China Sea, urging it to
stop sowing dissension among South China Sea
littoral countries.
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua
Chunying made the remarks at a daily press
briefing in response to a senior U.S. naval
officer’s recent call for more naval operations
in the region.
“I must point out that the freedom of
navigation in the South China Sea entitled
under international law does not mean U.S.
naval vessels or airplanes’ freedom to flex their
muscle,” Hua said.
Vice Adm. Joseph Aucoin, the commander
of the U.S. Navy’s Seventh Fleet, said on
Monday that Australia and other countries should
follow the U.S. lead and conduct “freedom-ofnavigation” naval operations within 12 nautical
miles of contested islands in the South China
Sea, the Australian Broadcasting Corporation
(ABC) reported.
As the world’s largest trade in goods nation
and the largest South China Sea littoral state,

China “cares more about navigation safety and
freedom in the South China Sea than any other
country,” said Hua.
In fact, there has never been any problem
with navigational freedom in the South China
Sea, said Hua, adding it was unfair to “put such
a label on China.”
She urged the United States to stop sowing
dissension and deliberately stirring up tension,
and stop deeds and actions that undermine peace
and stability in the region.
When asked to comment on some U.S. media
saying that China is creating a “great wall of
sand” in the South China Sea, Hua said China’s
sovereignty and claims in the South China Sea
are grounded in history and upheld by successive
Chinese governments.
The position has adequate historical and legal
basis, Hua said.
“We have no intention to expand (the
sovereignty), nor allow it to shrink,” she said.
“If the word ‘great wall’ must be used,
we suggest those media pay more attention to
Chinese people’s ‘great wall of will’ to firmly
safeguard territorial sovereignty and legal
rights,” Hua said. ♦
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The Man Who Loved China by Simon Winchester
China Shakes the World by James Kynge
Mr. China by Tim Clissold
Country Driving by Peter Hessler
The Dragon’s Gift: The Real Story of China in Africa by Deborah Brautigam
Factory Girls by Leslie T. Chang
The Heavenly Man by Brother Yun
1421 by Gavin Menzies
Seven Years in Tibet by Heinrich Harrer
Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother by Amy Chua
Reviews of some of these titles may be found on The Asian Review of Books site, www.
asianreviewofbooks.com.
If you have a list you’d like to share, please email edunn@chinainsight.info with “Book list”
as subject line. ♦

chinainsight.info

government & politics

April 2016 / PAGE 15

What if Chinese people could vote for
the President of the United States?
By Matthew Hartzell, China-US Focus (www.chinausfocus.com), Feb. 18

It’s election season in the U.S., and
that means daily bombardments of poll
numbers. But what if we polled people in
other countries? I recently took advantage
of the following I have on Zhihu (China’s
Quora clone) to do just that. Full disclaimer:
my methodology was not scientific and
my findings do not tell us anything about
national trends. Zhihu’s 30 million users
mostly come from China’s younger, urban,
student, and professional demographic,
which is a reflection of the non-random
subset of Zhihuers who follow politics and
voluntarily chose to participate in my poll.
Most people in China know little about
foreign affairs other than what is filtered
through the state-controlled media. The
number of Chinese using software to evade
censorship, however, is growing, and more
and more and turning to non-state controlled
platforms like Zhihu and Quora for news and
information and to make their own voices
heard. Given the importance of the United
States and China bilateral relationship, it
behooves us to pay attention to what our
candidates are saying about China, and
what Chinese people in turn think of our
candidates.
The first time I ran the poll I simply
provided a list of candidates without context.
Trump won 38 percent of the vote, Hillary
Clinton 29 percent, Bernie Sanders 12
percent, and Jeb Bush 10 percent. Zhihuers

pointed out “these results are biased since
most of us Chinese have never heard of
any of these people other than Trump and
Clinton” (which in fact is not all that unlike
the situation in the States).
So I decided to run the poll again after
presenting them with candidate bios and
an infographic showing how they diverge
on all the main issues. This is the kind of
content I’m known for on Zhihu: articles,
pictures, maps, and data that try to portray
my country as it really is. I’ve learned how
to stay within the boundaries of accepted
speech on the Chinese Internet. Chinese
politics are strictly off-limits, but U.S.
politics are fair game. I’ve found that I can
regularly extrapolate opinions on the former
through the lens of the latter (and often
times they save me the hard work and do
the extrapolating themselves).
Running the poll for the second time
produced drastically different results
(although I unfortunately can’t claim
any direct cause-and-effect since the two
respondent pools differed). This time around
Democrats took 2/3 of the vote and Trump
lost a significant share of his support to
Clinton and Sanders. But I realized I was
still missing part of the story when people
wrote in asking me “which country’s shoes
should I be standing in when I vote?”
So I designed yet another poll, asking
respondents to vote twice, first from

the vantage point of China’s national
interest, and then from their own personal
vantage point. The two separate results
from this third poll nearly mirrored the
diverging results in the first and second
polls, shedding light on the phenomenon
of Trump’s popularity. When representing
China, Zhihuers put Trump in the White
House. Several explained matter-of-factly
that were Trump elected “surely the U.S.
was doomed, and therefore China would
rise in its wake.” I get the feeling a lot of
them are at least half-joking (after all in a
U.S.-is-doomed scenario China wouldn’t
be doing much better). There’s a sense
that a lot in the Trump camp are more
spectators to the “hot and noisy” circus
than anything else. Also, putting on their
Chinese nationalist hats, they’ve knocked
off points for Hillary, blaming the whole
Clinton brand for the 1999 Chinese embassy
bombing in Belgrade. I was surprised to
learn that a lot of them also believe that
Hillary is the candidate most “tough on
China,” which means I didn’t do a good
enough job of introducing the Republican
field and some of their candidates’ foreign
policy stances.

more about their thought process. Some
were fans of “The Apprentice,” but a full
half had never heard of Trump before. These
guys (I tabulated the results by gender and
found that Trump’s accolades were nearly
all male) admire in Trump his alpha male
billionaire’s braggadocio. They defend him
as a “really successful businessman” who’s
“being unfairly attacked by a media and
public that’s too PC”. They acknowledge
the carnivalesque nature of his shtick, but it
doesn’t trouble them (maybe because it’s so
thoroughly the opposite of their own leaders’
stiff public personas).
I went through a list of Trump’s signature
issues and asked them which ones they
agreed with. All vehemently rejected
Trump’s claim that “climate change is a
hoax invented by the Chinese,” but some
rejoined that “he doesn’t really believe that;
it’s just what he has to say to get elected.”
The aforementioned tariff is also a nonstarter. It’s clear as day that it’s Trump’s
denunciation of political correctness and
his calls to expel illegal immigrants and ban
Muslims from the U.S. that appeal most to
his Zhihu fan base.
I learned last year when addressing

When voting their own conscience,
however, Hillary’s negatives evaporate and
she runs the field, garnering admiration
for her experience, acuity, and toughness.
There’s a vocal feminist contingent on
Zhihu, and while there’s not much optimism
that China will see females at the top of
government any time soon, the symbolism
in a Hillary presidency is seen as advancing
the fight for women elsewhere. Bernie
Sanders did well in this poll, attracting
support mainly for his campaign against
wealth inequality, a serious issue in China
as well, but also for his idiosyncratic
charm (“Grandpa Bernie” is his Chinese
nickname). Not to be forgotten, Jeb Bush has
supporters in China, too, more so than Ted
Cruz or Marco Rubio. Jeb’s older brother
and father were both popular figures in
the country, and he is seen as the best nonTrump Republican.
But I’m most interested in the 20 percent
who still voted Trump in the personal
conscience poll. I knew it wasn’t coming
from the Chinese demographic counterpart
to Trump’s base. Out-of-work Chinese
factory workers aren’t well represented on
Zhihu (they’re on the Internet, just not this
site), and I don’t imagine they’d be too keen
on Trump’s proposed 45percent tariff on
Chinese goods. I decided to conduct followup interviews with these respondents to learn

a separate question on Trump’s Muslim
ban that fear and intolerance of Islam is
unfortunately commonplace on Zhihu.
I’d written previously that Zhihu is a
relatively civilized community for the
Chinese Internet, and it still is, compared
to the general Baidu boards, or “Iron Blood
Net,” a hotbed of China’s nationalistic
“angry youth.” Other liberal Zhihuers have
confirmed my suspicious that rightwing
views are getting louder, bemoaning that “on
Zhihu, hating Muslims is now politically
correct.” Islamaphobia appears to be a
force that unites nationalists, populists,
and nativists from the United States to
Europe to China. Those in China listen to
what candidates like Trump and Marine Le
Pen are saying on the national stage and
complain that that their own leaders are “too
gutless to do anything about China’s own
Muslim problem.”
The “anti-PC” wave sweeping Trump’s
America is a hot topic on Zhihu as well,
where rival factions debate current issues
and the “PC” label gets thrown around a
lot, usually derogatively. Many Chinese
studying in the U.S. detest affirmative
action, which they see as discrimination
against Asian students such as themselves.
So when Donald Trump claims, “I love
China,” the feeling is at least partially
mutual. ♦
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