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Rousing performance from
Twin Cities Chinese Dance
By Elaine Dunn
Given the subzero temperature, any
sane mortal would not have left the warmth
of one’s home the evening of Jan. 16 for
anything. However, many Minnesotans
defied the cold that evening and filled up
O’Shaughnessy Auditorium in St. Paul
for Twin Cities Chinese Dance Center’s
(TCCDC) Chinese New Year celebration
performance, “Joy of Dance.”
TCCDC is a nonprofit performing arts
and educational organization founded in
2002 with the goal of promoting understanding and appreciation of Chinese culture. As stated in its website, its activities
are “designed to preserve traditional Chinese genres of performing arts and nurture
innovations that reflect the dynamic and
diverse Chinese cultural heritage.”
The “Joy of Dance” featured dances
that showcased the diverse ethnicities within the Chinese population. The 142-strong
dancers ranged in age from 4 to 50-plus.
These dancers each had anywhere from

two-10 years of dance experience and they
all exhibited high energy in each of the
dances performed. There were 17 performances in all, including a Latin number that
had three young boys moving deftly to the
Latin beat. The tireless hours of practice,
including a 5-hour run-through before the
first performance, under the direction of
artistic director Huanru Zhang, paid off
handsomely.
The backdrops were beautiful and the
costumes, stunning. Kudos! My only
complaint - if I had to make one – was the
music was a bit on the loud side. At times,
a little hard on the eardrums.
The show also included vocalists, both
local and two from China: soprano Dongni
Zhang and tenor Jinxing Zhou, who performed solo and in duet for the final piece
“Building the Republic.”
The performance that received the most
enthusiastic audience response was the
third piece, “The Spirit of the Wild Horses.”

News, p.3

Masters of ceremony Devin Nelson (l) and
Yan Hass (r)

Food, p.5

The dancers portrayed wild horses neighing
and trotting superbly, garnering long and
loud applause! Two little girls, Sophia and
Sabrina Wong from Minneapolis, sat in the
row ahead. Sophia, age 8, is herself taking

continued on page 16

Eight key terms of China’s
economy in 2016

Arts & Culture, p.8

China Daily, Jan. 4
1. Supply-side

While expanding the overall demand
at a reasonable pace, China will pay more
attention to structural reforms on the supply
side and implement coordinated policies,
according to the country’s economic blueprint for 2016 released during the Central
Economic Work Conference.
“’Supply-side’ reform means to promote competitiveness and bolster economic
growth through supply and production end
and unleashing productivity. The core is to
increase total factor productivity.
“Supply problems in fact lie in the
structure. Therefore, structural adjustment
should serve as its core issue. The Political
Bureau of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) Central Committee earlier specified
at a conference that, the supply-side reform
requires multi-dimensional promotion in
the innovation-driven development strategy, actively yet prudently carrying forward
the natural selection of the fittest enterprises, lowering corporate costs, destocking
housing inventory and in ensuring effective
investment.”
- Xie Taifeng, professor of Capital
University of Economics and Business

2. Innovation and
entrepreneurship

China will continue to implement the
innovation-driven strategy and promote
mass entrepreneurship and innovation. Reform and innovation will inspire creativity

Tech, p. 15

Community, p. 1, 16
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Workers manufacture garment that will be exported to the European Union in Huaibei
city, Anhui province, Dec. 8, 2015. [Photo/IC
and new growth engines while facilitating
upgrading of traditional industries.
“Innovation is all-around, including
institutional, theoretical, technological and
model innovations. China will promote
mass innovation and entrepreneurship. Enterprises, the main force of social innovation, shall be motivated to innovate, among
which State-owned enterprises in particular
shall take a leading role. Individuals are the
main force of entrepreneurship. China shall
reform the scientific research and education
mechanism to tackle existing problems of
exam-oriented education, thus cultivating

a growing number of innovative talents.
“Enterprises, government and scientific
research institutions shall work in collaboration to establish public innovation platforms and form joint forces of innovation.
“The transformation and application of
scientific and technological achievements
require the support of a multi-level capital
market. Therefore, it should depend on
financial innovation.”
- Xu Hongcai, director of the Department of Economic Research of China Center for International Economic Exchanges

continued on page 4
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Publisher’s Pronouncements
sight.info to access the February 2013 edition of China Insight from the archive link
and read pages 9 and 11 for articles about
Chinese New Year customs and traditions.
In addition, be sure to read “Chinese New
Year foods and symbolisms” on page 5 of
this issue about foods with special significance and why.
Also, be sure to save April 9 and 10 for
the 9th annual “A Passage to China” event
that will be held at Mall of America. China
Insight is proud to have been a co-sponsor
and media partner for this event since it’s
inception. We continue to support the event
and hope you will too. See page7 to see how
you can participate. For information about
previous Passage to China events, go to
www.chineseheritagefoundation.org.
You are cordially invited to assist us
and publicize your own organization by

ChinaInsight
Publisher:

Gung hay fat choy! Gong xi fa cai!!
All of us at China Insight hope you
have managed to keep warm after a frigid
start to 2016 and are thankful that we aren’t
experiencing the blizzard conditions that
recently hit the East coast. We wish them
a speedy recovery.
Now that the holidays are behind us,
we recognize many of you will be getting
ready to watch the Super Bowl along with
celebrating Valentine’s Day. However, the
Chinese community will be preparing to celebrate Chinese New Year, which will occur
on Feb. 8, 2016, the Year of the Monkey.
We invite you to enjoy some of the many
Chinese New Year celebrations that will
take place throughout the Twin Cities, a few
of which are listed on page 7.
For those of you who wish to learn more
about the custom of celebrating the Chinese
New Year, visit our website at www.chinain-

chinainsight.info

letting us know how you recently celebrated
Chinese New Year. Submit a brief recap of
your event along with any photos, including
captions, for our publication. To be considered for the March issue, we must receive
this no later than Feb. 14. Send materials
to ghugh@chinainsight.info.
As always, we appreciate your support
and wish all of you a healthy and prosperous
Chinese New Year.
Sincerely,

Gregory J. Hugh
Publisher-CEO
China Insight, Inc.
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Having a second
child
Zhenai, a leading Chinese dating site,
reported that singles are more open to having a second child than those already in a
relationship in a recent survey.
Survey respondents indicate that:
• 67 percent of singles want two children
• 58.6 percent of respondents with a bachelor
degree or higher want two kids
• 70.8 percent of single men warning more
than US$3,065 per month are willing to raise
a second child
• 45 percent of women prefer to have their
first child between 30-35 and 35 percent to
have a second child after 35

Piling it up

To get ready for year-end bonuses, a
construction company in Anhui Province
built a giant mountain of money out of
huge stacks of 100 yuan notes. Word has
it that as the workers lined up to receive
their bonuses, their faces lit up at the sight
of the “money mountain!” All looked
forward to celebrating the New Year in
style with the cash!

In banks she didn’t
trust
Caffeinating China

Starbucks is planning to open 500
stores annually in China for the next five
years. It already has 2,000 stores in 100
Chinese cities currently, serving up 4.5
billion cups of coffee per year. However,
it’s still far behind the 133.9 billion cups
served up in the U.S.

Pooping Gudetama

Think you’ve seen and eaten it all at
dim sum? Think again. A trendy Hong
Kong restaurant is serving up a bun that
looks like Gudetama – a Japanese egg
yolk-on- egg-white character with a face
and a hole at the opposite end. Poke the
face with your chopsticks and a yellow
substance flows from its mouth. Squeeze
the other end and a brown gooey mess
seeps from the bum hole. Teens and
young adults have been posting videos
on Facebook and Twitter of their yolks
“relieving” themselves. Just don’t watch
before you go for serious dim sum!

Trampling a Porsche

A group of brats were recently videoed bouncing on the convertible top and
hood of a bright yellow Porsche 911 in
Shenzhen, leaving dents and scratches
behind. Apparently the “punish the rich”
attitude is alive and well there as well.

Turning 110

A divorced Hong Kong businesswoman
who did not trust banks decided to stash
HK$2 million cash in an unlocked wardrobe

in her bedroom.
The woman found the door to her flat
pried open one evening early in January
and her flat completely ransacked. Burglars
got away with all the cash plus HK$100,000
worth of gold ornaments.
Her flat was the only one burglarized in
the entire building, leading police to suspect
an “inside job.” However, even the woman’s three daughters were not aware of their
mother’s stash.
The irony? The victim’s flat was only
100 metres from a police station. Wonder
if her trust in banks changed?

Land of fakes
Fake Viagra. Fake Burberry. Fake rice.
Fake bank. Fake interrogation room. But
a fake Obama? You bet! A 29-year-old
migrant worker living in Guangzhou bears
a striking resemblance to Barack Obama
and is capitalizing on it for the past three
years. He’s studying his look-alike on video
and English.
So far, he’s been approached by TV producers and had taken part in a few movies
and TV series.
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Chinese student population
in the U.S. Of the nearly 1 million

international students attending
universities in the U.S., approximately
30 percent are Chinese. The 2015
Open Doors Report, an annual survey
conducted by the nonprofit Institute
of International Education, found the
number of international students in
the United States has reached a record
974,926 for the 2014-15 academic year.

6 years in a row, Chinese students are
the biggest international presence on
campuses throughout the U.S
304, 040 Chinese students studied at

American colleges and universities in
2015.

2.6 million Chinese students have gone

abroad to study in elite American universities since 1978.

90 percent of Chinese university applicants submit fake recommendations
70 percent of the Chinese applicants

Retirement worries

The father of pinyin Zhou Youguang
celebrated his 110 birthday donning a
pink princess hat and a sizeable cake
topped off with some strawberries.
His system of using the Roman alphabet to romanize Chinese pronunciation
(pinyin) created in the 1950s has been
credited with helping increase literacy
rates in China from 20 percent to 90
percent.

hire others to write their essays for them,
paying an average of US$100 per 1,000word essay.

50 percent submit forged high school
transcripts.

10 percent list academic awards and
other achievements that they never
received.
5 -year visas were issued to Chinese

students studying in America beginning
in 2014.

$3000-40,000 is the average amount

Chinese parents paid education “agents”
to get their kids into overseas universities
and colleges.

Embarrassing overinvestment

A replica of the Pentagon sits empty in
Shanghai’s Nanhui district. The site was
originally planned as a small-commodities market, but failed to attract retailers
because of its confusing interiors. The
local government tried to transform it into
an imported goods outlet, but to no avail.
With the upcoming opening of the Shanghai Disney Resort a mere five miles away,
hope springs eternal that the 70-acre site
will be occupied and generating revenue.
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22 billion USD was added to the U.S.

The China Center for Insurance and
Risk Management, a research body under
Tsinghua University, and the Aegon THTF
Life Insurance Co. Ltd. recently published a
report stating Chinese workers are not saving
enough for their retirements and older people
have a hard time putting money away. The
report is based on 2,000 individuals aged 18

and above across the country who responded
to the survey.
It also found that Chinese people aged
40 and under have a higher ratio of total
deposits to annual income compared with
their age group internationally, but the ratio
for Chinese people aged 55 to 66 is only
about half of the global average.

economy in 2014, thanks to big spending
Chinese “second-generation rich” kids
who stock up on luxury goods during
their studies.

92 percent of Chinese students with

doctorate degrees still lived in the U.S.
five years after graduation, a much higher
percentage than other nationalities: 81
percent for Indians, 41 percent for South
Koreans, 32 percent for Mexicans.

news
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Ten top 2015 Chinese news events
Deadly stampede in Shanghai

The stampede happened on the last night of
2014 as tens of thousands of people assembled
on Shanghai’s historic riverfront walk to watch
a skyline show in the Pudong financial area on
the opposite side of the Huangpu River, killing
36 and injuring hundreds.
After the accident, Shanghai and other big
cities soon cancelled big gatherings and rolled
out safety regulations on crowd control.

Unfortunate shipwreck

The capsized ship being righted in the
Yangtze River in Central China’s Hubei
province, June 5.
The Eastern Star cruise ship on an 11-day
trip along the Yangtze River sank on the Jianli
section of the Yangtze River on June 1, killing
442 passengers and crew on board the ship as
only 12 survived.
The 76.5-meter vessel had been in service

for nearly 20 years. It had undergone an annual
maintenance in late 2014 and was certified to
cruise until April 2016.
The investigation report released on Dec 30
said the shipwreck was the result of heavy storm
during freak weather.

Stock market rollercoaster

The A-share market suffered a free fall from
June to August when the market regulator tightened leverage norms. Panic resulted in a selloff
and global markets shivered, worried over further
slowdown in the world’s second largest economy.
The benchmark Shanghai Composite Index
crashed 45 percent in less than two months. The
rout wiped out $5 trillion of market value and
prompted the regulator to launch an unprecedented rescue.
The plunge delayed reform of the Chinese
stock market, prompting the regulator to intensify
crackdowns on market manipulators and insider
trading. Several senior executives of CITIC
Securities, the country’s largest brokerage, were
investigated for alleged insider trading.

Tianjin blasts

Catastrophic explosions happened at midnight on Aug. 12 in Tianjin where large amounts
of toxic chemicals, including around 700 tons
of sodium cyanide, were stored in warehouses,
killing 162 people and injuring hundreds more.
People living in the neighborhood knew
about the existence of the hazardous chemicals
before the blasts.

V-Day parade

China held a V-Day military parade on Sept.

3 for the first time in Beijing to commemorate
the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II
and the victory of the war of China’s resistance
against the Japanese invasion.
Twenty-three heads of state and government
leaders and 100-plus foreign VIPs or relatives of
wartime heroes attended the parade to share the
moment with China.
President Xi Jinping also announced China
would cut its troops by 300,000 by the end of
2017 to show the nation’s resolve to sticking to
the path of peaceful development.

CPC Fifth Plenary Session

China will march into its 13th Five-Year
Plan in 2016 - a plan that was proposed and

adopted during CPC Fifth Plenary Session from
Oct. 26-29 amid China’s new normal of slower
economic growth.
The plan shifts China’s focus on raising
energy output and improving its energy supply
structure with specific wind, solar power, and oil
exploration targets.
The second child policy and the goal to alleviate poverty drew much attention worldwide.

Xi-Ma meeting

President Xi Jinping and Taiwan leader
Ma Ying-jeou met and held face-to-face talks
in Singapore on Nov. 7, exchanging views on
promoting peaceful development of cross-Straits
relations.
The milestone meeting is the first between
the leaders from both sides of the Straits in 66
years since 1949 and gained worldwide attention.

Landslide in Shenzhen

A landslide buried 33 buildings at the Hengtaiyu industrial park in Shenzhen City on Dec.
20, leaving seven people dead and 75 missing.
This work-safety incident was the result of
the collapse of waste construction material used
for landfill. The local government apologized to
victims and 12 people who were involved are being detained. The 52-year-old chief official who
approved the waste dumpsite fell to his death.
The Supreme People’s Procuratorate announced it would investigate the case for suspected malpractice crimes while the search is still on.

AIIB starts operation

The Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank, the first international financial institution

proposed by China and approved by 17 countries
including Australia, the United Kingdom, South
Korea and Germany, was formally set up in
December 2015.
The AIIB mainly focuses on supporting infrastructure construction projects in the Asia-Pacific
region as China looks to strengthening economic
ties with the neighboring economies.

Smog engulfs the northern
cities

Several alerts of severe smog blanketing
northern cities for days in December destroyed
the general impression that air pollution is improving.
Some cities like Beijing started practicing
regulations such as limiting the number of vehicles and suspending school on days with severe
air pollution. ♦

Eight key terms
continued from page 1
3. Two-way opening

China shall also promote high-level two-way
opening up, optimizing the opening-up layout, reported Shanxi Economic Daily. The country shall
also enhance quality trades, proactively promote
foreign investment and international cooperation
on productivity and equipment manufacturing,
step up negotiations regarding free trade areas
and investment treaties, and actively participate
in global economic governance.
“First, China should implement projects
such as the ‘Belt and Road’ and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and Free
Trade zones. Second, China should continue to
transform the development of foreign trade from
‘massive imports and exports’ to ‘quality imports
and exports’. China will also mitigate the weakening export demand through attracting foreign
purchasers with quality products and optimizing
the export structure. Third, China will strengthen
the openness of national economy to take better
advantage of resources allocation optimization.
Fourth, China will enhance global governance to
address international pressure.”
- Bai Ming, deputy director of the market
research department at the Chinese Academy of
International Trade and Economic Cooperation

4. De-stocking

China will step up to boost the ratio of
registered urban residents and deepen housing
system reform, while promoting the citizenship
of migrant workers, in order to destock excess
inventory and stabilize the real estate market,
according to the paper.
“Migrant workers entering cities is the main
positive factor for ‘de-stocking’ at present.
Nevertheless, China shall first reform household registration system. Only in this way can
migrant workers be able to become long-term
urban consumers.
“The ‘de-stocking’ process will take a long
time. During this period, the government shall
make policies in light of market conditions. It
is important to shatter all kinds of institutional

obstacles through reform so as to better play the
role of the market, truly promote urbanization and
citizenship of migrant workers and implement
the reform of household registration system. It
is the most important engine for bolstering urban
consumption in the future.
“More importantly, the government must
stop playing an active role in the real estate market or gaining double benefits through land-transferring fees. The government, therefore, must
end its interest in the real estate market.”
- Li Tie, head of the China Center for Urban
Development at the National Development and
Reform Commission

5. Cut excessive industrial
capacity

China aims to proactively and prudently
tackle industrial overcapacity, which requires
enterprises to take part as the main player and
government promotion under the market-oriented and legal principle. China will also strictly
control additional capacity to avoid a new round
of gluts.
“It can be said that today’s overcapacity issue
is a result of poor effective demand in one aspect
and insufficient supply in another.
“In future implementation, it’s foreseeable
that we will not only reduce overcapacity in
industries including steel and iron, cement, electrolytic aluminum and plate glasses, but put more
emphasize on increasing effective investment and
enhancing the supply of quality products in areas
of social security, health care and environmental
protection through necessary fiscal support. In
this way, we can explore new economic engines
while mitigating structural shortage of relevant
products as well as realize the true purposes of
supply-side reform”.
- Quan Heng, economist with the Shanghai
Academy of Social Sciences

6. Improve weak growth areas

China will raise efficiency and accuracy of
investment so as to facilitate the establishment
of market-driven and sustainable mechanisms

of investment and operation, according to the
blueprint for 2016. The country will also increase
investment in labor so that workers can better
adapt to the changing market environment.
“The conference explicitly addressed to the
weak spots in economic development and gave
specific advice in terms of income distribution,
corporate vitality, and the hardware and software
infrastructure, etc. In particular, the meeting proposed to raise fiscal deficits in stages for the first
time, which definitely indicated the determination
of decision-makers faced with economic downturn pressure and their resolution to guarantee
and improve people’s livelihood.
“Chinese economy has been infrastructure
investment-driven for a long time. However,
most of the investments have been put into visible fields and fewer into ‘invisible’ fields. For
instance, drainage facilities in many cities are
poor and lack the capability to handle emergency situations. Once it rains, inland inundation
occurs. Therefore, more investments shall go
into the upgrading of urban underground pipe
gallery, regional infrastructure, medical resource
and other aspects in 2016.”
- Yang Song, director of Economic Institute
of Beijing Academy of Social Sciences

7. De-leveraging

China will strengthen all-round supervision,
regulate financing activities, and launch special
renovation to address financial risks and clamp
down on illegal fund-raising, said the Daily.
The government will also improve risk- warning
mechanism, duly handle wrongdoings to ward off
systematic and regional risks.
“The ‘de-leveraging’ task, put forward in
the Central Economic Work Conference, is
our comprehensive focus in resolving China’s
financial risks. Its generally proposes to ‘stick
to the bottom line of avoiding systematic and
regional risks’. Meanwhile, it also focuses on
local debt risks.
“In terms of specific measures, the ‘de-leveraging’ task means to keep replacing the

extending local government debt. In fact, this
work has been conducted for a period of time
and has attained some achievements. However, as
matters stand, it’s still necessary to speed up implementation. In addition, China will also make
greater efforts to investigate and punish violations
against laws and regulations in financial fields
such as illegal fund-raising or financing under
the disguise of the Internet.”
-Zhao Xijun, deputy director of Financial
and Securities Research Institute at the Renmin
University of China

8. Lower corporate costs

China will roll out a spate of policies to help
companies lower their costs, according to the
blueprint for 2016. Such mission include streamlining administration and delegating power to the
lower-level authorities, tax relief, and creating a
more favorable environment to the real economy. It is also important to lower utility price by
promoting market-oriented reform of electricity
price and to lower logistics costs through reforms.
“Under current business operating environment, Chinese enterprises are clearly faced
with heavy burden and high costs. The Central
Economic Work Conference put forward targeted
solutions. In my point of view, the government
must pay special attention to three issues. First, in
facilitating enterprises operation, the government
should emphasize on providing them with onestop services so as to further lower transaction
costs. Second, the government should further
reduce taxes and fees while taking strict measures
to eliminate unreasonable charges. Third, practical and effective measures are still necessary in
lowering logistics costs, among which freeway
collecting tolls and bridge tolls should be paid
enough attention to. For freeways that have
charged tolls for more than 10 years and have
basically recovered the cost, the government can
reduce relevant charges.”
-He Weida, professor of the Economics and
Commerce at the University of Science and
Technology Beijing ♦

food
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Chinese New Year foods and symbolisms
By Elaine Dunn

The Year of the Monkey is just around
the corner. If you are thinking of throwing
a party at home in celebration, be sure you
know what auspicious foods to include!
Additionally, the number of dishes served
should be six, eight or 10, which means
smooth, getting rich and perfect respectively.
Chinese New Year, also known as Spring
Festival or Lunar New Year, is probably one
of the most important Chinese celebrations
for all Chinese the world over. Given the
importance of food in Chinese culture, it is
no surprise that foods will be the centerpiece
of any New Year celebration. Chinese New
Year is not only a time for family to get
together, it is also the time for households
to honor heavenly deities and pay respects
to ancestors.

Foods with special
significance and why

What gives certain foods their sway to
impart luck and good fortune? Some are
based on their shapes; others are based on
the sound of their names. Traditionally,
Chinese New Year celebrations start on
New Year’s Eve when families gather for a
reunion dinner and to celebrate the departure
of the Kitchen God (so he can report to the
higher heavenly authorities the favourable
behavior of the family during the past year).

Tangyuan or yuanxiao

in a ginger-infused syrup. However, they
also may be savory or with no filling at all,
just flavored by the broth/syrup in which
they are served. The fillings also differ by
region. In the south, fillings usually are
sweet, made from sesame paste, osmanthus
flowers or sweet bean paste. In the north,
fillings are savory, made with minced meat
and vegetables. In the south, the dumplings
are known as or tangyuan (湯圓) and, in the
north, they’re called yuanxiao (元宵).
Dumplings also are usually eaten on the
first, fifth and fifteenth days during the 15day New Year celebration. The ones eaten
outside of New Year’s Eve can be made to
look like old-time Chinese silver ingots,
which are boat-shaped, oval, and turned
up at the two ends. And, the more ingot
dumplings you eat during the New Year
celebration, the more money you will make
in the New Year.

Noodles

This food item represents longevity and
it’s always eaten uncut. In fact, serve them
in as long a length as you can.

Spring rolls

They look like
gold bars! The
fresh vegetables
inside represent
spring time so
people eat them
to welcome a new
spring.

Whole fish

Top on the food list for this occasion,
like in hundreds of years past, dumplings
are sure to make their appearance! Why?
Because they are round in shape, signifying
the completeness of the family itself. The
dumplings are glutinous rice balls served

Chinese pronunciation for fish is “yu,”
which sounds like “surplus” or “abundance.”
The entire fish, including head and tail, has
to be served.
How you eat the fish also has huge
significance. The fish dish should always be
the last dish with some left over. In southern
China, some people just eat the middle part
of the fish on New Year’s Eve, leaving the
head and tail for the following day to signify
completeness as well as expressing hope that
the new year will start and end with surplus.
Other fish “rules” are:

• The head should be placed toward
distinguished guests or elders, representing
respect.
• Diners can enjoy the fish only after the
guest who faces the fish head eats first.
• The fish shouldn’t be turned over or
moved. The two diners who face the head
and tail of the fish should drink together, as
this is considered to bring luck.

Niangâo

In Chinese, this sticky rice flour cake
(年糕) sounds like “getting higher yearby-year,” which the Chinese have taken to
mean growing taller or getting promoted
year after year. The main ingredients of
niangão are sticky rice, sugar, chestnuts and
Chinese dates.

Jai

This vegetarian dish is eaten because it
is part of the Buddhist tradition to cleanse
oneself with vegetables. The dish also is
packed with ingredients that signify good
luck: black sea moss, which sounds like
“get rich” for prosperity; dried oysters
which sound like “good things” for good
business; lotus seeds for children/birth of
sons; cellophane noodles for longevity; lily
buds for “100 years of harmonious union;”
and Chinese black mushrooms to “fulfill
wishes from east to west.”

“get rich.” The tray is filled with eight
symbolic sweets: candied melon which
represents growth and good health; melon
seeds dyed red to symbolize joy, happiness,
truth and sincerity; lychee nuts represent
strong family relationships; kumquats for
prosperity or gold; dried coconut meat strips
represent togetherness; peanuts symbolize
long life; the longan represents many good
sons; and lotus seeds symbolize many
children.
Adults must place a lai see or red
envelope with money within in the center
of this tray after enjoying a piece of its
contents.

Sweets

Long beans

As with noodles, they also represent
longevity.

Good fortune fruits

Certain fruits such as tangerines, oranges
and pomeloes are eaten as they are particularly round and “gold” in color, symbolizing
fullness and wealth, but also for how their
names are written in Chinese characters and
how they sound when spoken. For example, pomelo is “柚” (yòu) sounds like “有”
(yǒu), to have; tangerine (桔 jú) contains the
character for luck (吉 jí ).

Prosperity tray

The circular or octagonal-shaped tray
is commonplace at Chinese New Year. It
should have eight sides because the number
eight is the Chinese lucky number meaning

A typical Hong Kong sweet is a deepfried dumpling with a crispy sweet crust
with chopped, sweet peanuts inside. In
Cantonese, these are known as “gog jai.”
The sweetness symbolizes a rich, sweet
life. This “must have” for Chinese New
Year bears the shape and gold color of gold
bullions, a sure sign of wealth.
Here’s to another year of enjoying these
age-old New Year treats that taste as good as
they sound! Eat up and to all, 恭禧發財! ♦

Business

Faraday and Tesla beware: 4 Chinese
electric car companies to watch in 2016
By Catherine Lai, AllChinaTech, Jan. 6

China is making tracks in green technology. On the national level, the country has
committed to cap greenhouse gas emissions
by 2030, and saw a total of USD 83 billion
poured into renewable energy in 2014. It’s
also the world’s largest market for electric
vehicles, according to a forecast from the
China Association of Automobile Manufacturers (CAAM), which estimated that
Chinese consumers bought up to 250,000
electric and hybrid vehicles in 2015. EV
sales this year were boosted by government
subsidies and tax breaks for manufacturers,
as well as driving restrictions on gas-powered vehicles in cities. Shifting the attention away from Faraday’s future-forward
concept car for a moment, here are some
notable Chinese EV manufacturers who are
shaping the industry.

BYD

BYD, which stands for Build Your
Dreams, is currently the biggest electric car
maker in China, helped by the success of its
plug-in hybrid ‘Qin’ sedan. BYD, which
also produces solar panels and batteries,
mass-produces passenger vehicles and public transport vehicles. Its first pure electric

bus was completed back in 2010 and it is
still selling vehicles for public transport all
over the world. In March, BYD struck a deal
with Uber to test a fleet of electric cars for its
drivers in Chicago and Chile, and launched
its first 100% electric taxi fleet in Santiago
last month – powered by its e6 all electric
hatchback. BYD sold more electric vehicles
in 2015 than Tesla did, with 50,797 units
sold as of the end of November, while Tesla
sold just over 50,000 in the same period.

LeTV

The Le Supercar is being developed
by LeTV, a Netflix-like video streaming platform in China. This project was
conceived by CEO Jia Yueting, who also
funded Faraday Futures (LeTV and Faraday
announced a strategic partnership agreement
yesterday). ). LeTV is ambitiously making

strides into the EV realm, poaching talent
from Tesla and GM, and establishing a
partnership with Aston Martin. It has also
invested in Dian Zhuang, a company that
sets up charging stations and smart charging
equipment. LeTV has already released a
smart car UI system called LeUIAuto, with
ambitions to build “a perfect internet car
ecosystem”, according to its CEO’s Weibo.
In October, LeTV announced that it had
continued on page 16
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The years of reaction:
1898-1900
By Pat Welsh, contributor

The empress dowager Cixi (慈禧太
后) successfully engineered a coup d’état
in September 1898. On Sept. 21 she
attended court to redirect the government.
With this, the reactionary period began.
She dismissed all of the officials who had
participated in the reform movement and
executed six major players who thereafter
became known as the “Six Martyrs.” Two
others, Kang Youwei (康有為) and Liang
Qichao (梁啟超) escaped abroad to stir up
trouble for the dynasty later. The removed
officials were replaced by her own personal
favorites thereby consolidating her power in
the center of government.
This was immediately followed by
rescinding almost all of the innovations
announced during the Hundred Day’s
Reform (戊戌變法 or 百日維新). Among
the most damaging was the prohibition of
all scholars to memorialize to the throne
about affairs of state. Also undone was the
transformation of academies into modern
schools. It was as if China were attempting
to return to what it was in previous centuries.
In early 1899, a newly appointed governor
of Hubei Province did memorialize to the
throne requesting the cancellation of Cixi’s
reactionary orders, but the end result of
this was his dismissal from office and his
inability to obtain any new employment by
the government. Thereafter, no one else
dared attempt to save any of the reforms.

After the coup d’état in September
1898, the Guangxü emperor (光緒帝)
found himself imprisoned in the palace in
Yingtai where Cixi often resided. A rumor
of a serious illness was widely circulated so
that the emperor could be deposed at Cixi’s
discretion. The one fly in her ointment was
Guangxu emperor himself. Although Cixi
controlled the Zhili government and the
Beiyang Army, the greater political power
was in the provinces, especially in the south.
She therefore directed the Grand Council
to send secret telegrams to the southern
governors-general and the governors to ask
their opinion of the emperor. The governor–

general of the Liang-Jiang area, Liu Kunyi
(劉坤一), replied that since the rightful
position of the emperor and his ministers
had already been established, the criticism
of both foreigners and Chinese should be
avoided. To Cixi, this was a warning that
frustrated her plot. The position of the
powerless emperor had to be maintained
for the time being.
By the winter of 1899, the patience of
Cixi was wearing out. Two escapees from
China who had pushed for the reforms,
Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao were
stirring up trouble overseas by advocating
the protection of the Guangxü emperor.
With the assistance of Ronglu (荣禄), the
Grand Secretary, Cixi selected a young
boy from a close branch of the imperial
family and made him the heir-apparent.
The selection could not be from Guangxü
emperor since he had no descendants, but
rather from the preceding Tongzhi branch.
There was concern that foreign ministers
to China would interfere. There was also
concern that the new heir-apparent would
be opposed by Liu.

February breakfast meeting

Will Privately-Funded
High Speed Rail be
Born in Minnesota?
Date & time: Wednesday, Feb. 3, 7:30-9:30 a.m.
Location: International Market Square, Studio

185, 275 Market St. Minneapolis
Speaker: Wendy Meadley, Chief Strategy Officer,
the North American High Speed Rail Group
Get a glimpse of high speed rail landscape
globally, including China, and in the United
States and learn how and why Minnesota can truly
become a leader in this emerging industry. This is
the moment for privately funded high speed rail to
be “born” in Minnesota from translated Chinese
or other global technologies.
To register, call Ji, 612-865-6543

the Boxers to Zhili Province. The previous
governor of Shandong Province, Yü Xian
(毓賢) first returned to Beijing and then
assigned the governorship of Shanxi
Province where he proclaimed that he was
a second leader of the Boxers.
In order to test the foreigners, messengers
were sent to the Legation Quarters to subtly
hint to the foreign ministers that they should
come to court for a celebration. Cixi
and Ronglu had hoped that the readiness
of the foreign ministers to celebrate the
establishment of the heir-apparent would be
an indication of their acceptance of the heirapparent Pujün (溥儁), the son of Prince
Duan (端郡王). and the dethronement of
the Guangxü emperor. Unfortunately for
Cixi, the foreign ministers never made an
appearance.
At this point the conservatives in Cixi’s
court began to utilize the Boxers of the
Eight Diagrams sect to further their plans.
Here is how it came about. In 1895 antiChristian activities were undertaken by the
Big Sword Society (大刀會) in Shandong
Province. In November 1897, members of
this society killed two German missionaries
in a Catholic church in Zhangjiazhuang (
張家莊). This affair became known as
the Jüye Incident (曹州教案 or 巨野教
案). One outcome was Germany’s seizure
of Jiaozhou Bay and points in Shandong
Province’s southern coastline. Another
outcome of this incident was that Zhu
Hengdeng, the leader of this society changed
the name of the Boxers from Yìhéquán (義
和拳)” “Righteous and Harmonious Fists”
to “Yìhétuán” “Righteous and Harmonious
Society” as it seemed to be a more elegant
term. He also set up the slogan: “Support
the Qing and annihilate the foreigners” (
扶清滅洋) after the Jüye incident. A third
result was the appointment of Yuan Shikai
(袁世凱) as the new governor of Shandong
Province and his expulsion northward of

The Boxers themselves were originally
a secret society that had its origins during
the Jiaqing (嘉慶) period of 1796-1820 in
western Shandong Province. It is often
stated that American missionaries were
probably the first to refer to this group
as “Boxers.” The average Boxer was
supposedly trained in martial arts. Their
primary practice was spirit possession,
involving the whirling of swords, violent
prostrations, and chanting incantations to
Taoist and Buddhist spirits. The excitement
and moral force of these possession rituals
was especially attractive to village men,

many of whom were unemployed and
powerless teenagers. The Boxers believed
that training, diet, martial arts and prayer
would allow them to perform extraordinary
feats, such as flight. In addition, they
believed that millions of spirit soldiers
would descend from the heavens and
assist them in purifying China of foreign
oppression. The Boxers, armed with rifles
and swords, often claimed that they had
supernatural invulnerability toward blows
of cannon, rifle shots and knife attacks.
In the spring of 1900, the Boxers had
resumed their rampant activities in Zhili
where the governor-general had become
sympathetic to their cause. While the
Boxers were killing Christian converts and
burning churches, the dowager empress
began playing a dual role. On one hand,
she publicly ordered Zhao Shuqiao (趙舒
翹), the Minister of Punishments, to disband
them while on the other hand she secretly
ordered that he not disband them but rather
that he investigate the conditions of this
society. Although he recognized the society
to be nothing more than untrustworthy
rascals, he also recognized the true intention
of the dowager empress and reported that
they were “very dependable, righteous
people.” In 1900, Prince Duan, Kang Yi (
綱綱), a leader of the conservative faction
in the government, and other officials eased
the Boxers into Beijing. The stage was set
for the next topic of my offering, the Boxer
Rebellion, to occur. ♦

About Pat Welsh
In 2009 while teaching English at Sichuan University, Welsh was asked to give a speech
where he was introduced to the audience as a “pioneer of Chinese American relations”
asa result of his cooperative work in international banking during the Deng Xiaoping era.
For more than 65 years, Welsh has been learning Chinese and has used this knowledge
both professionally and personally to enhance his understanding of Chinese and Asian
affairs. He currently resides in Georgia and occasionally lectures on China to classes in
World History and World Literature.
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Local organizations
welcome Chinese New
Year (of the Monkey)

Midtown Global Market
Date & time: Friday, Feb. 5, 5-8 p.m.
Location: Midtown Global Market, 920 E. Lake St., Minneapolis
Program: Lion dance, live music, children activities and special
demonstrations by the Chinese Heritage Foundation
Cost: Free admission
Contact: midtownglobalmarket.org
Toddler Tuesdays
Date & time: Tuesday, Feb. 9, 10-noo0n
Location: Mall of America, rotunda, Bloomington
Program: Meet Kai-lan from 10-10:30 and 11-11:30 a.m., view the
Kai-lan “Happy Chinese New Year!” episode and make a festive craft
Cost: Free admission
UCBS Special Social
Date & time: Wednesday, Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.
Location: Tea house Restaurant, 2425 University Ave. S.E.,
Minneapolis
Program: Net work with business owners and professionals with
interest in China over authentic Chinese buffet
Cost: UCBC members & guests, $30; nonmembers, $35
Contact: Jim, 612-865-6543
Minnesota International Chinese School & Edina Chinese
Association
Date & time: Saturday, Feb. 13, noon-4:30 p.m.
Location: Valley View Middle School, 6750 Valley View Rd., Edina
Program: Lion dances, carnival games, hands-on cultural activities,
folk song/dance performances, red packets for kids and seniors, door
prizes, traditional Chinese snacks
Cost: Free admission
Contact: info@mnchinese.org, 612-618-0067
Wayzata Central Middle School
Date & time: Sunday, Feb. 14, 1-5 p.m.
Location: Wayzata Central Middle School, 305 Vicksburg Lane N.,
Plymouth
Program: Cultural performances and activities, health and financial
panel discussions
Cost: Free admission
Contact: mncny2016@gmail.com
Minnesota Chinese Services Center, Chinese Academic
& Professional Association in Minnesota, Minnesota
Chinese Veterans Association, Minnesota Chinese Student
Association, Twin Cities Chinese Language School
Date & time: Saturday, Feb. 20, 3-7 p.m.
Location: North Star Ballroom, University of Minnesota St. Paul
Student Center, 2017 Buford Ave., St. Paul
Program: Lion dance, Chinese music and dance performances,
lucky money for children, door prizes of $2,000, food bazaar
Cost: Adults, $15 ($20 at door); Student/senior, $12 ($15 at door);
Children 5-12, $8 ($10 at door), free for kids under 5. Tickets
available at Twin Cities Chinese Language School before Feb. 13.
Contact: bdsu2@mmm.com, 651-733-9827 or chenfu@comcast.
net, 765-639-5202
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Wu Man and the Shanghai Quartet to
perform at O’Shaughnessy Feb. 20

Renowned pipa virtuoso Wu Man will
perform with longtime colleagues of the
Shanghai Quartet on Feb. 20 at O’shaughnessy Auditorium in St. Paul. The program
is part of their 2015-2016 season tour. “A
Night in Ancient and New China” will
explore the great music of China, featuring
a new multimedia work by the eminent
Chinese composer, Zhao Jiping, in collab-

oration with his son, Zhao Lin. The group
will be perform some of some of Zhao’s
most famous scores of Chinese cinema
–“Raise the Red Lantern,” “To Live”and
“Farewell My Concubine,” among others.
The program also will include a suite of
traditional Chinese folk songs arranged by
second violinist Yi-Wen Jiang, as well as
solo pipa works by Wu.
Grammy Award-nominated musician
Wu is recognized as the world’s premier
pipa virtuoso and leading ambassador of
Chinese music. She has carved out a career
as a soloist, educator and composer, giving
her lute-like instrument – which has a history of over 2,000 years in China – a new role
in both traditional and contemporary music.
Through numerous concert tours, Wu has
premiered hundreds of new works for the
pipa while spearheading multimedia proj-

ects to both preserve and create awareness
of China’s ancient musical traditions. Her
adventurous spirit and virtuosity have led
to collaborations across artistic disciplines
allowing Wu to reach wider audiences as
she works to break through cultural and
musical borders. She was named Musical
America’s 2013 Instrumentalist of the Year
- the first time this prestigious award has
been bestowed on a player of a non-Western
instrument.
Formed in 1983 at the shanghai Conservatory and renowned for its passionate
musicality, impressive technique and multicultural innovations, the Shanghai Quartet
has become one of the world’s foremost
chamber ensembles. Its elegant style melds
the delicacy of Eastern music with the emotional breadth of Western repertoire, allowing it to traverse musical genres including

Ai Weiwei vs Lego
By Elaine Dunn
Images from the exhibit

Lego Group, the Danish plastic-brick
toymaker, rejected Chinese activist artist
Ai Weiwei’s bulk order for an exhibition,
“Andy Warhol / Ai Weiwei,” in Melbourne,
Australia. It did not wish to have its brand
associated with the artist’s political agenda,
it said.
Not to be deterred, Ai went to work
using social media to crowd source Lego
bricks in a campaign to defend freedom of
speech and ‘political art.’
He said, “Lego’s refusal to sell its
product to the artist is an act of censorship
and discrimination.” On Oct. 25, he
announced on Instagram 18 Lego “donation
/ collection points” around the world
-- donated second-hand BMW 5S series
sedans parked for one month or a longer
at locations related to arts or culture,
such as the Helsinki Art Museum, L.A.’s
Museum of Contemporary Art, The Royal
Academy courtyard in London. In effect,
these collection containers had become art
installations in their own right.
Two months later, Lego revised its
corporate policy in a statement saying,
“Previously, when asked to sell very large
quantities of Lego bricks for projects, the
Lego Group has asked about the thematic
purpose of the project. However, those
guidelines could result in misunderstandings
or be perceived as inconsistent,” the group
said, explaining its decision to allow

consumers to purchase large quantities of
Legos without disclosing their intended
purpose.”
In an interview with the BBC, Ai called
Lego’s move a “small victory for freedom
of speech.”
Did the donated Legos make it into the
Australian installation? No All the donated
pieces will be shipped to Ai’s Beijing
studio to be used for a future political art
project.. The Australian installation used
Chinese Lego knock-offs that were actually
commissioned from a manufacturer in China
(after the Danish company refused to fill
Ai’s bulk order). The installation, “Letgo
Room,” is a four-walled tribute to Australian
human rights activists. It includes quotes
and images constructed with the small,
multicolored plastic bricks.
It’s not the first time Lego figured
prominently in Ai’s projects. In September
2014, he created 176 portraits of “prisoners
of conscience and political exiles around the
world” out of 1.2 million Lego pieces, which
included the South African leader Nelson
Mandela and the Tibetan pop singer Lolo
to the American whistle-blower Edward
Snowden at Alcatraz, the former federal
prison in California’s San Francisco Bay.
The display at the National Gallery of
Victoria will close on April 24, but Ai had
donated all the works in the exhibit to NGV
permanently. ♦

traditional Chinese folk music, masterpieces
of Western music and cutting-edge contemporary works. It has regularly performed at
many of North America’s leading chamber
music festivals, including the Santa Fe
Chamber Music Festival, Chamberfest
Ottawa and Maverick Concerts. Members
include Weigang Li (violin), Yi-Wen Jiang
(violin), Honggang Li (viola), and Spaniard
Nicholas Tzavaras (cello).
Looking back to their roots, but with
a contemporary vision, these artists meld
sounds of China with western string quartet and pipa in an unforgettable evening of
grand music.
Tickets for the 7:30 p.m., Saturday, Feb.
20 concert range from $9-25 each and is
available online at oshag.stkate.edu/event/
wu-man. ♦
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Local student interviews
renowned Chinese American
opera star Tong Tao
By Yan He, contributor
L to R: Tong; YanHe; Zhiqun Zhang, president,
Minhua Chorus
I was fortunate to have an interview with
Tao Tong last December at O'Shaughnessy
Auditorium in St. Paul. Tong, a talented
and internationally renowned opera tenor
from China, earned worldwide recognition
as one of today’s most talented Chinese
opera tenor. He has performed in some of
the world’s largest opera houses and concert
halls in Germany, Spain, the Netherlands as
well as here in the United States.
To n g i s g r a d u a t e o f S i c h u a n
Conservatory of Music, and thanks to his
remarkable onstage performances, he was
retained to teach on the vocal faculty with
his alma mater, where he would move on
to complete his master degree program in
vocal music. Tong has carried off numerous
awards from many competitions, including,
but not limited to: Silver Prize, 2013 Renato
Bruson Voice Competition in Moscow;
Final Encouragement Prize, Gerda Lissner
International Singing Competition in New
York; Third Prize,Turandot Competition in
Verona; Gold Medal ,2nd National Vocal
Competition in China; and Silver Prize,
16th Yangtze River Cup International Vocal
Competition in Japan.
In 2006, Tong won the fifth place in the
11th Spain Julián Gayarre-Pablo Sarasate
International Singing Competition. He also
was invited to perform at the Romanian
Brasov State Opera House as the main actor
for the opera “Lucia di Lammermoor.” He
won first place in the International Vocal
Competition in 2007 and obtained the
Gold Award in the professional group of
Sichuan Vocal Competition in the following
year. Since then, Tong has successfully
put together a comprehensive repertoire of
major Italian and French operatic works,
which is now launching him on a journey
to his stardom. Before he came to U.S. in
2013, he had already sung multiple operatic
roles across Europe and Asia, as Fenton
in “Falstaff,” Remendado in “Carmen,”
Hoffman in “De zaak Hoffman,” Rodolfo
in “La Bohème,” Cavaradossi in “Tosca,”
Edgardo in “Lucia di Lammermoor” and
Alfredo in “La Traviata.” He had been
contracted and engaged to perform onstage
in the Brasov National Opera House
(Romania) and the Amsterdam Opera House
(Netherland), among many others.
Singing also in genres other than
opera, Tong has been an active participant
in, and an enthusiastic performer for,
recitals, music festivals, and chamber
music. Over the years, he had made his
debuts in Gala Concerts in Slovenia, Junes
Ambassadeurs Lyriques Gala Concerts
in Montreal, International Opera Festival
in Brasov of Romania, Opera Festival in
Netherland, Opera Festival in National
Radio Netherland, and Serata Italiana.
Last but not the least, on Dec 31, 2012,
at the invitation of Ljuba Kazarnovskaya,
Tong joined his former tutor in presenting a
New Year Concert at the Great Hall of The
Moscow Conservatory, one of the world’s
most prestigious concert halls. His singing
had received a rave review from L’Opera of
Milan, Italy. Following is an excerpt from
my interview:

He: You earned worldwide recognition
as the most talented Chinese opera singer
and artist and have performed in many of
world’s largest opera houses and concert
halls, what do you think is the secret of
your success?
Tong: Persistence and passion are keys
to my success. As a Chinese, I had suffered
my own share of slings and arrows in the
quest for opera such as cultural diversity,
acting technique and the language barrier.
There are so many things I’ve learned.
Persistence is the first thing I learned on
the way of learning opera. When I was in
Europe, I was keen to see the world and be
the best singer that I can be and watched
famous singers perform, learn from their
singing styles, and better understand the
opera roles and history. Music had always
been the force supporting and motivating
me. I am trying to give the audience the
most beautiful voice and the most wonderful
performance. I never give up my dream. It
takes a lot of hard work to keep the dream
alive. You can’t just let it fade away. I
always wanted to get to the next level.
There’s no limit to how far you can go.
And that’s with everybody, not just with
singers, with everything. Persistence is
the best way of overcoming the difficulty.
However, persistence is not enough. All
great musicians have both persistence and
fire, but the important thing is that their fire
is usually what kept them on the path long
enough to keep their persistence fully.
He: What are some of the difficulties you
encountered in your career development?
Tong: As I mentioned above, the most
difficult for Chinese to learn opera are
cultural diversity and the language barrier.
Learning a role requires understanding and
work on the background of the opera before
even singing a note. You need to know what
you are singing and to do that, I have to learn
to think and d behave like a Westerner on
stage. I have to continue to observe others
and also get to know the culture behind the
opera. Art comes from life. I have to learn
more about the culture behind the opera.
When I understand the cultural background,
I know I can better play my role. I think that
it is very important to know and respect the
social customs of the foreign culture. When
learning a foreign language, we should also
learn its culture.
Chinese does not belong to the Latin
family of languages, and most of songs
in opera are sung by German, Italian and
French. I am singing in a language that is
not my native tongue, so I spend hours every
day translating the text and learning the
proper pronunciation, then hours working
on the rhythm and notes, and trying to
decipher what the composer and librettist
wanted. Singing in a different language is
always a challenge and getting the words
clear. Every square inch of the walls in my
house was covered with the notes about
operas. I would practice whenever and
wherever possible. I would like to sing
all the time; I do like exercises. When
I am in an opera role, I stop almost all
entertainment activity and just focus on the

role. A successful performance can move
the audiences to tears. When that happens, I
believe I am successful and I feel my efforts
weren’t wasted and my life is more valuable
because of the opera.
He: You are a graduate from Sichuan
Conservatory of Music under Professor Gan
Guonong , How do you feel about Sichuan
Conservatory of Music?
Tong: I was born in Chengdu city and
started learning vocal music under the
guidance of my mother since I was 9 years
old. I did not realize what vocal music really
brings to me until I met my first teacherProfessor Gan. My first achievement was
taking a musical professional examination at
Sichuan Conservatory of Music. Professor
Gan was my mentor and talent scout.
Without him, I wouldn’t be here now. He’s
been crucially important to my musical
career. He made me realize my voice
was suited to opera singing much better
than other types of singing style. He told
me, Opera singing is the career that best
suits you. You have a talent.” I relied on
Professor Gan and learned so many things
from him. Not only is he an excellent teacher
but, also, he is a great person with modesty.
He is the person I model myself after in a
career and as a person.. I am grateful to
be receiving professional coaching from
Sichuan Conservatory of Music. I really
started to find my passion for opera singing
when I started at the Sichuan Conservatory
of Music. And now, I am passionate about
passing on my knowledge and experience,
and delighted to teach at my alma mater.
He: You have sung more than 30
operatic roles worldwide. What is the most
interesting experience?
Tong: It’s a really long story, but I’ll
cut it short. Few years ago, I attended the
Verona Turandot International Opera Competition in Italy, which was sponsored by
United Nations Educational Scientific and
Cultural Organization. By the way, Puccini
is my favorite composer and “Turandot”
is his classic opera. It is a one of the most
famous annual international competition
for opera singers.. After I finished my performance in the quarter-final, all the judges
were quiet. A voice disrupted the silence. A
lady said” You have a really beautiful voice.
But . . .” I was surprised that she gave me
some suggestions during the competition. It
is not that common in an opera competition.
I thought that was not a good sign. When
I talked with my manager Hans, who also
is the owner of Netherlands opera house
about this situation backstage, Hans said,
“This is a compliment! Tao, your performance is great. Do you know who is she?”
I said, “I do not know.” “She is Eva Marton
(Hungarian dramatic soprano, particularly
known for her operatic portrayal of Puccini's
“Turandot.”) She has performed the role
more than 300 times!” I just realized she
was that main soprano in the “Turandot”
video that I practiced with every day. Proof
by facts, Hans was right. I won third prize
at the competition. Marton talked with me
after the competition. In the years after that,
I still really appreciated the suggestions she

gave me then.
He: Who are the most important people
in your life or your musical career?
Tong: There are many people who
helped in my musical path. I really
appreciate them all. Besides Professor
Gan, there are two most important women
to whom I need to say “thank you.” One is
my mother, who started my music lessons
when I was 9 years old. She gave me the
opportunity to learn music and cultivated my
interests in music. The other woman is my
wife Dan Liao, who is a Chinese-American
soprano. She graduated from the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music. She obtained a
full scholarship to study at the University
of Jyväskylä in Finlandshe and was the
student of the most famous tenor,-Siegfried
Jerusalem, at the National Conservatory of
Music in Nuremberg, Germany in the Ph.D.
program. We support and help each other
on our music careers. Everyone has a low
point, so do I. When I am in a low point, my
wife is always my strong supporter. She is
the person who will pull me through.
We have a cute little girl and my wife
sacrificed a lot to take good care of our
family. But we still perform together. My
wife is not only my best partner in my music
career, she also is the soul mate of my life.
He: Is this your first visit to Minnesota?
How do you like it?
Tong: I like it. I live in Chicago now.
I do not see many differences between
Minneapolis and Chicago. I was invited
by Nancy from Minhua Chorus for “The
Chinese Knot” show. The Minhua Chorus
is a semiprofessional-level amateur choral
group well-known in Minnesota. I was
impressed by Nancy. She is a very nice
lady. She had contacted me a couple of
times for kind invitation. I knew through
her that Minhua Chorus participates in
many local community events to promote
Chinese culture.
To Nancy, thank you so much for
inviting me to perform on the “the Chinese
Knot” show. I will perform my three
songs- two Chinese songs: “I like the snow
from heaven,” “Changsha Song.” And an
Italian opera piece “Do not make people
fall asleep.” This is a great opportunity to
communicate with new friends who love
music as well. It will be a lot of fun and I am
very excited to work with the best Chinese
chorus group, Minhua Chorus. I also look
forward to future collaborations.
He: Thanks a million for taking the time
to speak with me. It’s been really fascinating
and a great pleasure. Wishing you a great
successful performance tonight.
Tong: Oh, thank you. I really look
forward to reading your article. ♦

Yan He, is a native of Loudi, Hunan,
and a recent graduate of St. Cloud State
University. She iscurrently working at
the Minnesota Veterinary Medical Association with a focus on Web design and
development.

people
Living within parallel universes
chinainsight.info

By Chang Wang and Robert Webber, contributors

The Minnesota State Bar Association (MSBA) Section of Immigration Law recently hosted the
Second Annual “Immigrant Attorneys Among Us - Successes and Challenges of Our Colleagues Who
Were Born Outside the U.S.,” a panel discussion and a continuing legal education program . Chang
Wang, regular China Insight contributor, is a member of the Immigration Council at MSBA and served
as a panelist at the program. The panel was moderated by Robert Webber, chair of MSBA Section of
Immigration Law. Following is Webber’s conversation with Wang About his journey from Chinese
graduate student to passing his Minnesota bar exam. Wang will continue his conversation about his
career at Thomson Reuters and in immigration law with Webber next month.
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Gail Chang
Bohr receives
Minnesota MLK
Distinguished
Service Award

Chang Wang
Webber: You are a native
of Beijing. Why did you decide to come to the
United States to study and work?
Wang: I grew up in a scientific and technological family and community in Beijing.
Both my parents are senior scientists at Chinese
Academy of Sciences. I was born and raised in
the Zhong-guan-cun neighborhood, the “Silicon
Valley” of China – the home of thousands of
high-tech companies, research institutions, and
dozens of top Chinese universities and technical
colleges. I attended Renmin University Middle
School and High School; I then went to Beijing
Film Academy for my undergraduate studies,
receiving a Bachelor in Fine Arts degree in filmmaking. In 1997, I went to Peking University
for graduate studies, where I received an M.A.
in comparative literature and cultural studies.
Renmin University High School, Beijing Film
Academy and Peking University are arguably
three of the most liberal schools and universities
in China. For nearly two years, between college
and graduate school, I worked as an editor and
correspondent for “Science Times,” a major Chinese newspaper. In 2000, right after I graduated
from Peking University Graduate School, I came
to the United States and enrolled in the art history
graduate program at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.
My generation is the so-called “Post-89”
generation: born at the end of the “Cultural Revolution” but before the “One-Child Policy.” We
grew up witnessing China’s cultural renaissance
in the 1980s and had high hopes for a constitutional democracy in China - only to have our
hopes crushed in 1989 in Tiananmen Square. We
went to college after 1989 and were suffocated
in the Post-Tiananmen “white terror” ideology
purge and intellectual mediocrity. The authorities
rewarded conformity and punished integrity. We
had three options: shut up and accept all the lies;
speak up and go to prison; or leave.
Many of us decided to leave.
Webber: Looking at your resume, it appears
you had been trained in arts and literature for
10 years, awarded with three degrees, but you
switched your career by attending law school.
What’s the story behind this change?
Wang: I have been frequently asked about
this change of career, and my answer is: “I always
wanted to discuss art with lawyers, and discuss
law with artists.”
But seriously, there was no one single reason. Rather, the decision was made based on
the “totality of the circumstances.” There was
a “preponderance of evidence” that mainstream
contemporary art had departed the traditional
roles in aesthetic engagement and spiritual inquiry, and had become a multi-layered for-profit
business. Perhaps this led me to question the
prospect of spending the rest of my life commenting on Joseph Beuys or Jeff Koons.
On the other hand, it was precisely the love of
art that made me quit a career in art. You may be
surprised to learn that art historians and art critics
seldom “enjoy” art, because art is an object for
them to study and work with. Appreciating art as
a human being is a luxury they can’t afford. But
now I can go to galleries and museums, look at
an artwork, and enjoy every minute of it.
Webber: Why did you choose the University of Minnesota Law School for your legal
education?
Wang: Like most law school applicants, I

applied for a number of law schools and received
several offers. As I was deciding which offer to
accept, I paid visits to a number of campuses.
My visit to Minneapolis played a key role in my
decision-making process, but, that was in early
summer…
To learn the whole story, please indulge me
for a few minutes and read the opening paragraphs in my book “New Tales of the Twin Cities:
The History, Law, and Culture of Minnesota,” the
first Chinese language book about Minnesota,
published last year by Thomson Reuters.
“It was summer, 2003, when I paid a campus
visit to the University of Minnesota Law School.
The sky was high, and the lakes were glassy.
Minnesotans were out hiking, biking, kayaking,
and walking dogs. If summer were a song, the
song sang itself. The Chinese translation of
“Minnesota” (明尼苏达) made perfect sense to
me in the summer. The first Chinese character
means bright and clear, the third character means
wake or recover, and the last character means eminent, distinguished, or thorough. The translation
appears to be faithful, expressive, and elegant,
I said to myself.
With “bright” and “clear” in mind, I agreed.
Three months later, I came back to Minneapolis
as a 1L ¬– and as the only Chinese student in the
U of M Law School Class of 2006.

Book cover of Chang Wang’s book “New
Tales of the Twin Cities”
What I hadn’t realized was that in Minnesota, summer was a loan that must be repaid
in winter. When I again strolled around Lake
Harriet during final-exam week in December,
the lake had changed its face dramatically: it was
now quiet and bleak. The only songs I could hear
were the elegy in my heart, a curse directed at the
person who had translated Minnesota as 明尼苏
达, and an Edward Munch-style “scream” inside.
I spent my first winter break in Beijing,
which is notorious for its Mongolian wind.
Compared to Minnesota’s wind chill, however,
Northern China’s winter blow is a nuisance at

best. I remember being at the U.S. Embassy in
Beijing, applying for a student visa to re-enter
the U.S., in order to continue my legal education.
After examining the I-20 form that the University
of Minnesota International Office had issued, the
visa officer looked up at me rather sympathetically and said: “Minnesota, eh? It’s… cold.”
Before I could even respond, he had stamped my
application – “Approved,” as if he were worried
that I might change my mind.
The most difficult part of Minnesota’s winter
is neither the cold, nor the snow, nor even the
wind chill – it’s the gray sky. In this regard, the
first character 明 (bright and clear) of the Chinese
translation is scandalously misleading. Cold is
refreshing, wind clears the mind, and blizzards
harden the will; but gloomy skies add nothing
but depression and sorrow to never-ending Contracts lectures in the windowless classrooms of
Mondale Hall ¬ and to sleepless nights in the law
library. You begin to think hard, soul-searching
deep thoughts. During a Minnesota winter, it
seems, it is much easier to relate to Henrik Ibsen,
Søren Kierkegaard, and Igmar Bergman, than to
Benjamin Cardozo, Oliver Wendell Holmes, or
Sandra Day O’Connor.
Webber: I am glad you survived, passed the
bar exam, and became a member of the Minnesota Bar. Could you tell us of your experience
with the bar exam?
Wang: I took the Minnesota Bar Exam in
July 2006, passed it, and was sworn in as an
“Attorney and Counselor of Law” on October
27, 2006, by the justices of the Minnesota Supreme Court.
Like many of my classmates, I took bar
preparation courses. If you are very self-disciplined, the preparation course is not necessary.
But if you are like me, then you probably also
need a classroom full of sweating applicants, to
remind you that this is serious business. One
thing many of us realized after the exam – “spoiler alert” to law students – the law school courses,
the bar exam preparation course, and the bar
exam are three totally different things! The bar
exam is just like any standardized exam: hard,
but fair. If you give 40 days of serious attention
to preparation, you will pass it.
Looking back, the 40 days of preparing for
the bar exam, and the 40 days of preparing for the
LSAT before law school, were two of my happiest times. I was focused, motivated, determined,
had a clear goal and, every day I was making
progress toward achieving my goal. Your fate
is totally in your own hands. This is precious. ♦

Chang Wang is chief researcher of
Thomson Reuters, a member of the
Immigration Council at Minnesota State
Bar Association (MSBA), and American
Bar Association Section of International
Law’s official liaison to the United States
Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS). Robert Webber is the chair of
MSBA Section of Immigration Law and
the principal attorney at Webber Law
Firm, LLC.

[St. Paul, Minn.]--- Gail Chang Bohr,
retired Ramsey County District Court judge,
was one of six recipients of the Minnesota
Council on Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
Distinguished Service Award. The ceremony was on Jan. 18, Martin Luther King Jr.
day, at the Ordway Music Theater, St. Paul.
This award recognizes and affirms the
work of those who made significant contributions in race relations, justice, community
service, education, and/or human rights.
Recipients demonstrated leadership, made
impact in their communities, and advanced
the causes of human and civil rights.
In 2008, Bohr was elected as the first
Asian American judge in Ramsey County,
Second Judicial District of Minnesota,
home to the largest Asian Pacific American
community in Minnesota. She retired in
2014 and serves as a senior judge for the
State of Minnesota. Bohr also serves as an
international consultant with the National
Center for State Courts Trinidad and Tobago
Juvenile Court Project.
Bohr was born and raised in Kingston,
Jamaica, to Chinese parents. She came to
the United States in 1962 to attend Wellesley
College in Massachusetts on a full scholarship and graduated with a B. A. in 1966.
She also obtained a M. S. degree in Social
Work from Simmons College School of
Social Work.
Her education helped her achieve a
19-year career as a clinical social worker
serving children and families in the U. S.
and Hong Kong.
Bohr entered William Mitchell College
of Law, St. Paul, graduating magna cum
laude in 1991, was editor and executive editor of the “William Mitchell Law Review,”
then clerked for A.M. “Sandy” Keith, chief
justice of the Minnesota Supreme Court.
She practiced law at Faegre and Benson,
LLP, in Minneapolis.
From 1995 to 2008, Bohr was the first
executive director of Children’s Law Center
of Minnesota, trained over 270 volunteer
lawyers, initiated award-winning programs
to provide representation to children in the
foster care system, and secured state reforms, including independent living skills,
for youth transitioning from foster care.
Bohr has taught trial advocacy, designed
and taught Children’s Law Center of Minnesota training programs for lawyers, written
continued on page 13
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China’s Disruptors: How Alibaba, Xiaomi,
Tencent, and Other Companies are
Changing the Rules of Business
Reviewed by John D. Van Fleet , The Asian Review of Books, Dec. 14, 2015
Author: Edward Tse
Publisher: Portfolio, July 2015
Hardcover: 272 pages
EDWARD TSE is the founder and
CEO of Gao Feng Advisory Company, a
global strategy consulting firm with roots
in China. As well as helping hundreds of
companies — both inside and outside China
— develop and apply their strategies, he
has also worked with the World Bank, the
Asian Development Bank, and the Chinese
government on issues related to China’s
economic reform policies. The author of
“The China Strategy,” he has contributed
essays and articles to Harvard Business
Review, strategy + business, South China
Morning Post, and China Daily. He lives
in Hong Kong and Shanghai.

Countries don’t transform themselves — transformations are
wrought by people.
This phrase from the second paragraph of
Tse’s book, in his Author’s Note, captures an
essence of his book, and reality, rather well.
We’ve read endless braying over the past few
decades that “China has accomplished [fill in
the blank]” or “the Party has achieved [same].”
This is mostly arrant nonsense — the breathtaking, millennial-level rise of China from the
ashes of the insanity and evil of the Mao years
has come from three sources (here in rough order
of importance): the mainland Chinese people

themselves; foreign direct investment on a scale
the world had never before seen; a remarkable
and laudable willingness of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) since the Deng era to simply
get out of the way, and let the first two elements
carry on. Tse cites research in the 2014 “Markets
Over Mao,” by old China hand Nicholas Lardy,
which asserts that almost all the growth in urban
employment in China since 1978 has been down
to the private sector.
Tse leads with descriptions of the now
mythical ascents of Haier’s Zhang Ruimin and
Alibaba’s Jack Ma and the companies they head,
as touchstones for China’s rapid development
since the 1980s. Readers may consider the
comparison with post Soviet Union Russia,

where the transformation from the 1970s gray
and gritty Orwellian dystopia hasn’t turned
out so well. The CPC’s relinquishment has, in
relative terms, been spectacular in its scope and
achievements. China has gone from a country
where, in 1981, the danwei, the “work groups”
that were the execution arms of the Party, controlled every aspect of people’s lives — where
they slept, whom they married, even requiring
visible proof of women’s menstruation to ensure
that the women were not pregnant and therefore
complying with the newly instituted one-child
policy — to the point where Shanghai now
sometimes seems more laissez-faire capitalistic
than San Francisco.
“China’s Disruptors” looks at companies like
Alibaba, Baidu and Tencent (a trio commonly
referred to as BAT in China) and many others
to illuminate paths to business success, often
disruptive, as the title suggests. Tse’s assertions
about the importance of localization — developing domestic leaders and local autonomy — are
commonplaces in business literature, concepts
bolstered not only by the success of the home
team heroes like the BAT, but also by the examples of Carrefour and Yum’s KFC. His Chapter
Six offers a handy précis of such prescriptions for
success — nothing breathtakingly new, but proven valid and far too often ignored by overseas
headquarters. Timeliness alone is one valuable
aspect of the work — Tse’s cited examples are
often from 2014.
The great unanswered question about
China’s supernova business successes, such as
Jack Ma, Robin Li, Pony Ma and the others Tse
profiles in his book, as well as about all such
business stars worldwide, is to what degree we
know about them, and rather too often worship
them, because they were perhaps born with some
genetic predisposition toward business success,
or perhaps because they are examples of ‘“pluck

and luck,” a phrase made popular at the turn
of the 20th century in the United States via a
massively popular dime novel slapped together
by one Frank Tousey, ripping off famous Horatio
Alger, who had died just in time to be unable to
prosecute any claim of IP theft.
Or have the business rock stars we encounter
in fawning interviews in this or that publication/
broadcast, all over the world, become billionaires
in the same way that only a very few pachinko
balls pop into the jackpot hole, after bouncing
randomly off a host of pins on the way down?
The Chinese version of this idea may be the
oft-quoted “crossing the river by feeling for
stones,” which Tse reminds us was Deng Xiaoping’s catchphrase for his approach to economic
reform. Many who attempt such crossings are
swept away by capricious currents. Are the successful rock stars merely the accidental survivors
of a brutal process of random selection? That’s
a topic for business school research that we’d
benefit from seeing more of.
Regardless, to the degree that an economy’s
business culture doesn’t feature rent-farming,
guanxi or outright extortion, we can profit from
studying business organisms that thrive in its
socioeconomic pond. Much of what Tse outlines
in “China’s Disruptors” gives us such valuable
perspective. ♦

John D. Van Fleet is assistant dean
for the USC-SJTU Global Executive
MBA in Shanghai. His book,“Tales of
Old Tokyo,”a romp through the city’s
history from 1853 to 1964, has just been
published.

Ten most well-read Chinese cities
Amazon China released 2015 stats for
book sales. Almost all of the cities that
made the top 10 most literary cities were
second- or third-tier cities located in southern China. One reason may be because
life in the big city is much too hectic for
reading?
Following are the cities and their most
popular titles read:
1) Suzhou: The Journey of Flower, Criminal
Minds, Amoeba Operating

3) Kunming: Secret Garden, The Miracle
of the Grocery, The Storied Life of AJ Fikry
4) Jinan: Xinghuo CET-4 past exam papers,
Xinghuo CET-6 past exam papers and mock
test papers

7) Zhengzhou: Kite Runner, Wolf Totem,
Your Loneliness, Glorious Defeat

8) Changsha: Secret Garden, The Miracle
of the Grocery, The Storied Life of AJ Fikry

5) Ningbo: Secret Garden, The Miracle of
the Grocery, The Storied Life of AJ Fikry
2) Hefei: Gods and Heroes of Ancient
Greece, High School English Grammar
Version, A Brief History of Time.

10) Hangzhou: Secret Garden, The Miracle
of the Grocery, The Storied Life of AJ Fikry

6) Chongqing: The Miracle of the Grocery,
Wolf Totem, Secret Garden
9) Foshan: Secret Garden, The Miracle of
the Grocery, The Storied Life of AJ Fikry

The 2015 top 10 most popular books in
China:
1. The Secret Garden
2. The Miracle of the Grocery
3. The Storied Life of AJ Fikry
4. The Willpower Instinct
5. Zero to One: Notes on Startups or
How to Build the Future
6. Kite Runner
7. Good, Momo Tou
8. Ordinary World
9. My First Strength Training Book (我
的第一本專注力訓練書)
10. Wolf Totem
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Tsai faces the test to
keep cross-straits ties
on track
China Daily, Jan. 18

Tsai Ing-wen
wins in Taiwan's
"presidential"
election on Jan.16

The victory of Democratic Progressive Party
leader Tsai Ing-wen in Taiwan’s “presidential”
election on Saturday may bring short-term
uncertainty to cross-straits relations, but it does
not necessarily mean the positive momentum that
has built up between the mainland and Taiwan
over the past eight years will be reversed.
The peaceful development of relations reflects the public will on both sides of the Straits
and has tremendously benefited both Taiwan and
the mainland. Any attempt to reverse this trend
will be futile.
The defeat of the ruling Kuomintang in the
election was caused by such internal issues as
administrative lapses, rising unemployment
and the widening wealth gap, not the party’s
mainland policy.
Cross-straits relations have never been so
closely intertwined.The mainland has become
Taiwan’s largest trading partner, accounting for
40 percent of the island’s exports, and for every
10 tourists who visited Taiwan last year, four

were from the mainland.
The peaceful situation across the Straits has
not come easily, given the fact that the two sides
are still technically at war after the civil war
ended in 1949 without a peace treaty. If it was
not for the 1992 Consensus on one China, which
is the cornerstone for cross-straits relations, peace
and stability across the Straits would have been
impossible.
Tsai has yet to accept the consensus, though
she says she wants to maintain the “status quo.”
Her mainland policy remains ambiguous, and
it will take some time for people to understand
what a “consistent, predictable and sustainable”
cross-straits relationship, which she says she will
pursue, actually means.
Yet she has a responsibility to keep the
peaceful development of cross-straits relations
on track. The future development of the crossstraits situation, to a large extent, depends on
where Tsai will steer the island. A wise and
capable leader uses his or her power to maximize
the well-being of the people, instead of being
hijacked by populism.
The Taiwan question has come into being
because of the complicated historical context.
It is China’s internal issue and it must be left to
the Chinese to solve it. As President Xi Jinping
put it, “We are brothers connected with flesh. We
are a family whose blood is thicker than water.”
The mainland has shown great sincerity and
patience in seeking to find all possible ways to
solve this “family affair.” ♦
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Wanted:

ONLINE
English Lanuage
Teachers

Would you like to help Chinese students
(Gr. 6-12) polish their spoken and written
English skills (and, occasionally, history/
literature)? We are hiring experienced native. English-speaking teachers to teach
ESL (different levels) or high school U.S.
history or literature.
Teach from our Twin Cities cloudclassroom set up or your home office.
Teaching will usually take place in the
evenings (6–10 p.m.), early mornings
(6–8 a.m.) or weekends. Number of hours
are flexible. Rates are from $15-$40/hr
based on the course requirements and
teachers’ experience.
Teaching experience is required. Teaching license is preferred, but not necessary.
If interested, please contact Richard at 612-987-6540 or rhe@chinainsight.info.

Maintaining cross-strait peace top
responsibility for Taiwan leader
Xinhua, Jan. 17
[BEIJING, Jan. 16]-- Tsai Ing-wen,
candidate of the opposition Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), was elected Taiwan's
leader on Saturday.
The news has aroused concerns about
the development of the relationship between the Chinese mainland and Taiwan
and doubts about the mainland's policies
concerning affairs across the Taiwan Strait
in the past eight years.
How should people view and react to
such a result?
The first thing that should be noted is
that it is a result influenced by multiple and
complex factors, among which the island's
economy, people's livelihoods and the mentality of the young were the most decisive.
Despite well-acknowledged achievements made in improving cross-strait relations, Taiwan under the rule of Kuomintang

(KMT) in the past eight years has suffered
an economic downturn, a growing wealth
gap, unsatisfactory improvement in livelihoods and a sense of deprivation among the
younger generation.
As a result, voters pinned their hope on
someone new and a new ruling party to bail
Taiwan out.
Secondly, maintaining and promoting
cross-strait relations remains the mainstream public opinion in Taiwan.
Results of multiple opinion polls prior
to the election showed that the majority
of Taiwan people identify with the KMT's
cross-strait policies and hope the peaceful
development of ties will not be affected by
a change in the political arena.
Even Tsai has not dared to publicly
deny the 1992 Consensus reached between
the two sides, which acknowledges that the

Gail Chang Bohr
continued from page 11

many articles on representation of children, and
has served on national and statewide committees
on children’s rights.
For her child advocacy work, Bohr received
numerous awards, including awards from
William Mitchell College of Law, American Bar
Association, “Minnesota Lawyer” publication,
Minnesota State Bar Association, and the
Minnesota Council of Child Caring Agencies.
Bohr serves on the advisory board of

the Minnesota Asian Pacific American Bar
Association, the executive committee of the
Infinity Project, and the board of directors of
Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers. She is a
member of the Minnesota State Bar Association,
Ramsey County Bar Association and Hennepin
County Bar Association. Bohr helped found
the National Asian Pacific American Women’s
Forum and is an advisor to the Coalition of Asian
American Leaders. ♦

Chinese mainland and Taiwan belong to
one China.
Instead, she proposed maintaining the
status quo and has deliberately evaded the
topic of "Taiwan independence."
Tsai acted gingerly because she knows
that advocating "Taiwan independence"
would be a campaign disaster.
Instead of being a failure, the mainland's
cross-strait policies, which encourage
peaceful ties across the Strait, have guided
Taiwan's public opinion that people dare
not, cannot and do not want to seek independence. Since the majority of the voters
in Taiwan chose the DPP, the DPP should
take maintaining the status quo of peaceful
cross-strait relations as its top responsibility.
It would not be possible for Taiwan's
new leader to solve the island's problems
without a stable cross-strait situation.

If someone obstinately sticks to the secessionist stance or acts as a troublemaker
for regional stability, Taiwan's stability and
development would be sheer empty talk and
disappointed Taiwan voters would throw
out such a scourge during the next election.
There is no denying that the DPP's return
rule poses grave challenges to cross-strait
relations. However, the mainland has the
resolution and capability to foil any secessionist attempts.
If the DPP sincerely intends to maintain
the status quo, it must give a clear answer to
the key question of whether it supports the
1992 Consensus.
As to what direction Tsai and her DPP
will head in, compatriots on both sides of
the Strait are watching, and the international
community is watching too. ♦

Be Your Own Boss!
China Insight is seeking a self-motivated individual to sell
advertising space for our newspaper. China Insight has
been publishing for 15 years. The ideal individual we seek
must be passionate about our mission, be resourceful,
creative and capable of working independently. We offer
a very generous commission structure and you get to
set your own hours.
Contact Greg Hugh at 612-723-4872 or email
ghugh@chinainsight.info
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Pottermania in
Yunnan: My Harry
Potter Book Club
By Madeline Christensen, contributor

Teaching at Qiaotou Combined Elementary School in the Yunnanese countryside,
I was reminded of so many things I took
for granted in my own education. When I
watched a kid tear out his notebook page to
blow his nose, I had a flashback to the first
day of school, when we all would bring a
box of Kleenex to contribute to the communal stash.
But more significantly, Qiaotou Elementary School doesn’t have a library.
The students read in Chinese class.
And our awesome principal had really been
pushing for more opportunities for students
to cultivate their love of reading. Some of
the classrooms had book corners with an
assortment of donated books. But these
books were often a hodgepodge of odds
and ends – “Anna Karenina,” some beat-up
textbooks, the occasional comic book. One
class had the fifth Harry Potter book, but
none of the others.
Now, I was quite the Harry Potter fan
back in the day. I wasn’t just at the midnight
release parties; I was working the midnight
release parties! I wondered what would
happen if we could start a Harry Potter book
club at our school. It was mostly just a
whim, but I thought of how the Harry Potter
series got thousands of kids to read 600-page
books while their Nintendo players gathered
dust. It would be great to have a series of
age-appropriate books that the kids could
make their way through. Mostly I thought
it was a silly, nerdy kind of idea, but a nice
thought.
So when BEAM, a nonprofit that funds
projects at Teach For China schools, opened
up a grant opportunity, I decided to apply to

start a Harry Potter reading group. I wanted to pick 40 kids who were pretty strong
readers and fairly motivated students, to
read the first and maybe the second book
during the spring semester. They would be
assigned maybe three chapters a week, and
then we could discuss the book and do skits
and other activities. Maybe they would even
recommend the books to their friends.
I sent in the application, and lo and
behold, a few weeks later we had 3,000
Chinese yuan worth of Harry Potter books in
Chinese happily nestled in the office. Since
the first Harry Potter book was available for
around two dollars online, this made for
quite a few books.
I hand-picked the most bright-eyed and
eager of my fifth and sixth graders to boldly
embark on our Harry Potter experiment.
Most of the students hadn’t heard of Harry
Potter, but with a couple of exceptions,
the ones I picked were happy to attend the
group.
The first Monday meeting, I handed out
the books and watched the students read the
first pages in the office. I told them that we
had three chapters to read for the following
week.
I wasn’t sure whether the books would
catch on with my students. I had no idea
how the books would translate culturally
to rural China. Would the students be confused by references to London? Would the
vocabulary in the book be different from
what they studied in their classes?
The following Monday, I was setting up
for Grade 5 class 1 and saw Martin, a small,
sweet, intelligent boy with glasses, avidly
reading the last pages of “Harry Potter and
the Sorcerer’s Stone.” “Are you enjoying
reading Harry Potter?” I asked him. “I already finished the first three chapters,” he
responded formally.
That evening at six, I came to the firstfloor office to find the students all lined up
with their Harry Potter books. The scene
reminded me of release parties of yore. And
even better, Martin, along with five other
kids, were ready to swap their books for the
second book in the series!
The following week, even more students
had finished the first book. Martin and a
handful of other hardcore fans had even
moved on to the third book.
Soon Pottermania was in full swing.
When I began to check out books to students beyond our original group, I had to

Grant money provided boxes of Chinese Harry Potter books

draw names out of a bag to decide who got
to read the books first. In at least one fifthgrade class, students would lend their books
to their friends when they weren’t reading.

Book club student working on an owl
mailbox
Over the two months or so that our group
was meeting, 116 students checked out the
first Harry Potter book. A handful of kids
even finished the entire series. Most were
somewhere in the middle.
The next year, my co-fellow and I raised
funds from friends and family for more
books. We ordered books by Roald Dahl,
and classics like “The Hobbit” and “The
Lord of the Rings.” Our “library” was some
boxes in the corner of the third-floor office.
The kids would line up in the hallway and
I would check each book in and out, using
an Excel spreadsheet to keep track.
The most avid readers were not always
the star students. “Kevin,” a notoriously
mischievous fifth-grader, was soon sitting
at his desk before class, absorbed in “Calvin
and Hobbes” comics. I always got a warm,
fuzzy feeling when I saw students happily
reading even when their friends were gleefully shrieking and throwing things across
the room.
But though we were able to get books
to our kids, if only by physically placing
them one by one into their hands, there are
still plenty of challenges in making outside
reading a habit in rural China. I was excited
to see that REAP, a program at Stanford,

was doing a study on the impact of reading
outside of class in rural China. Their paper
explained that while there was plenty of
evidence from studies in other countries
on the benefits of outside reading both in
and out of the classroom, the emphasis on
reading was absent in Chinese classrooms.
I was interested to read that their findings
mirrored some of the issues our project had
encountered: “In fact,” REAP writes, “many
(though not all) educators and parents--and
by default children--are suspicious that
reading programs and libraries may have
a negative influence on educational performance.” The strong emphasis on testing as
the be-all, end-all of academic success has
blocked out room for outside reading.
This year, though I’m no longer at my
school; our project is taking a new form.
With construction on a new building almost complete, it is hoped that the school
will have a simple library. My co-fellow is
having students label the books for checkout. There’s no telling what will end up
happening with the library or when it will
be up and running - and many such libraries
sit idle without a librarian and a schedule for
students to check out books. But if Qiaotou
Elementary School does get a functioning
library, that will be amazing. And though
reforms in the education system can be slow
to come, we can still hope for the possibility
that, one day, all the kids in rural China will
have the joy of picking out a new book from
the shelf. ♦
Madeline Christensen is currently
living and working as an education
consultant in Chengdu, Sichuan, after
spending two years teaching at an elementary school in rural Yunnan. She grew
up in Minnetonka, Minn., and graduated
from Tufts University in International
Relations.
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China tech trend
prediction III: a shift
to the countryside
By Rhea Liu, All China Tech, Jan. 13
China’s No.1 Central Document refers to the
first policy document issued by China’s State
Council, which normally indicates the focus of
government in the following year. The No.1 Central Document normally stresses the agricultural
industry, but this year, it’ll also be relevant for
China’s tech industry.
According to Economic Information Daily,
a Chinese economic media outlet owned by China’s Xinhua News Agency, in the document to be
released this month, e-commerce for agriculture
will be the key focus.
Apart from that, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang
proposed RMB 140 billion (USD 21.3 billion)
in IT infrastructure investment for the Chinese
countryside, bringing broadband to 98 percent of
China’s countryside in the next five years.
China’s countryside has been long neglected
by Chinese tech companies due to the fact that
Internet penetration in these areas is especially
low. But as the urban market enters a plateau
of development, tech companies have begun to
switch to the 49 percent of the Chinese population who live in less digitized areas. Emerging
to be a new focus in China’s policy in 2016,
agriculture tech, or agtech, and other tech sectors
related to agriculture may see great opportunities
and massive investment in the coming months.

1. Expansion of agricultural
e-commerce

Taobao Wall Print at the country side, meaning ‘if you want a better life, get on Taobao
now’. Photo from Mydrivers.com.
The focus of agricultural e-commerce is on
the supply side rather than the demand side. The
primary goal for Chinese agricultural e-commerce policies is to increase farmer income and
upgrade the agricultural industry. To integrate
agriculture with e-commerce is to connect farmers directly to the external market and increase
their risk resistance capacity by diversifying their
sales channels.
Leading companies also see opportunities
in the underdeveloped market. Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba has been working on developing Taobao countryside stations since 2014.
Taobao Nongcun, which means Taobao countryside in Chinese, is a business jointly developed
by Alibaba. It has built offline service stations in
the Chinese countryside to offer assistance to less
tech savvy farmers who wish to use e-commerce
platforms for both buying and selling.
These stations are a part of Alibaba’s 2014
countryside strategic plan, which seems to have
had a significant impact. The number of Taobao
Villages — which refers to villages that generate
over RMB 10 million (USD 1.5 million) a year
and have over 100 active e-commerce stores
— increased from 20 in 2013 to 212 by the end
of 2014. To continue boosting this number,
Alibaba plans to invest RMB 10 billion (USD
1.56 billion) over the next three to five years to
build over 100,000 countryside service stations.
Apart from the focus on e-commerce companies, government support will play an even
more significant role in the field. E-commerce
for agriculture has been included in many local

government’s five-year plans. Sichuan Province,
a province in southwest China for instance, aims
at generating RMB 100 billion (USD 15.4 billion) GMV in agriculture in total through to 2017
with an annual growth rate above 30%.

A typical Taobao Nongcun station — a
personal computer with some display of
their products and normally two employees.
Photo from Nongmaoyi.com.
On the consumption side, China is seeing
developing purchasing power from the less
developed countryside area. During the Singles
Day sales of 2015, Taobao’s countryside branch
generated tens of millions of RMB in revenue in
just eight minutes, indicating strong consumption
potential across the region. Items purchased in
one particular village during the sales included a
Porsche Macan and hundreds of tons of fertilizer.
Young returning migrant workers are essential to the development of e-commerce in
the countryside. In the past few years, as the
manufacturing industry in China has begun to
relocate to South East Asia area, where labor is
cheaper, Chinese migrant workers have presented
a home-coming trend. At the same time, local
governments are providing supportive policies,
including simplified registration processes and
public service platforms for small business
owners, to attract young migrant workers with
expertise. In many less developed regions, these
experienced migrant workers are becoming
emerging entrepreneurs at home.
“Many young village residents have experience working as migrant workers in the city.
They’re used to abundant commodities and
different methods of consumption in the city,
and they’ve also mastered online shopping,” Guo
Xia, a researcher at Peking University’s China
Center for Strategic Studies, said to People’s Daily in an interview in 2014. The young generation
in the countryside is increasingly familiar with
the Internet. Their return migration builds up a
fundamental user group for the development of
e-commerce in the countryside.
According to Xie Yang, an analyst at China’s State Council, the total volume of China’s
rural online shopping market will likely surpass
RMB 460 billion (USD 70 billion) in 2016.
The enormous market in the countryside means
plentiful opportunities for Chinese e-commerce
mammoths Alibaba and JD.com.

2. Next comes supply chain
finance

JD’s Richard Liu at a JD village service
station. Photo from iFeng.com.

(Photo: Baiidu images)
With an established e-commerce business,
the next step for tech giants in the countryside
will be to focus on supply chain finance.
The average success rate for family loan
application at banks in China’s countryside is
only 27.6 percent, far below the average level
of 40.5 percent for the entire country, according
to Farmer’s Daily. The low debt-paying ability
of farmers and lack of qualified collateral, make
it too much of a risk for banks to issue a loan.
E-commerce platforms step in to fill the gap.
Based on the data collected via farmers’ previous
purchase orders, e-commerce giants build up
personal credit profiles to allow farmers to apply for loans to purchase agricultural materials,
and issue loans with time spans as long as a full
production period.
As China’s biggest e-commerce platform,
Alibaba is acting as a pioneer in the field. According to Ant Financial’s CEO Peng Lei at
the Wuzhen Summit, the financial company’s
farmer-only loaning product has already covered
about 1,000 villages in China. Ant Financial’s
investment in the Postal Savings Bank of China — a Chinese bank with expertise in service
for lower income rural area residents — last
December also shows its ambition for further
development in the field.
JD.com, another Chinese e-commerce giant,
is also paving the way to fast track supply chain
finance. The Finance to Country initiative is a
part of JD.com’s countryside development strategy, and serves to offer effective financial services
to countryside residents. As part of this plan, JD
has begun to issue loans and products to farmers
and holds crowdfunding events that actually
serve as pre-orders for farmers — e-commerce
platforms are performing as lending platforms
and sales channels at the same time.
“Factory to Country and Farm to Table creates a full circle for countryside e-commerce, and
finance will accelerate the development of this
circle,” said Li Xueni, leader of JD’s countryside
e-commerce team.
Apart from the leading e-commerce sites,
some peer-to-peer loan platforms are attempting
to collect interest in the form of agricultural
products.

A poster of Shenma Jinrong, indicating a
rubber tapper purchased his own tricycle
with Shenma Jinrong. Photo from the
company’s website.
Shenma Jinrong, or Shenma Finance, is a
financial platform dedicated to providing services
to low and medium income groups. The company offers installment loans to farmers to purchase
production materials such as electric vehicles.
E-bikes are the primary cargo transportation
tool for farmers in China. Shenma Jinrong collaborates with local EV retailers to issue loans
to farmers to increase their production efficiency. Because of relatively low family migration
mobility and the intimate social network in
Chinese traditional villages, the credit risk for

supply chain finance like Shenma’s business is
controlled within a monitorable range.
Because of long production times in agriculture, most of the attempts made in the latter
half of 2015 will have to wait to see returns
in early 2016. Without a doubt, some of the
experiments may fail, but as the countryside
becomes increasingly important to China’s economic development plan, the successful ones will
have a greater chance at becoming celebrated
approaches in the field.

3. Any interest from outside
of tech?

Though it seems that e-commerce companies
will be the key players in the country market for
2016, many other possible players may latch onto
the field as well.
According to a report by China Internet
Network Information Center in May 2015, China
already has 178 million netizens from the countryside, among which 146 million connect to the
Internet via mobile phones. Additionally, as of
December 2014, online video viewers from the
countryside have increased 12 percent year-onyear to 109 million while the number of gamers
leaped 16.8 percent to 96.3 million.
All of this indicates that Chinese countryside
netizens are consuming more cultural products
as IT infrastructure develops in the region.
Companies with a stronger emphasis in cultural
products may also grasp at the opportunity during
this time. Some sensitive investors have already
begun to hunt.

Lei Jun talked about opportunities in the
countryside. Photo from MIUI.com.
Lei Jun the CEO of Chinese smartphone
manufacturer Xiaomi is one of the strongest
advocates in the field. He said he saw the opportunity in the field three years ago, began to
invest in the sector two years ago, and plans to
invest in 100 companies [in Internet related fields
in the countryside] in the future.
“In the future, there’ll be tech companies valued at tens of billions of U.S. dollars appearing
in the countryside. The country will skip all the
stages of urbanization and get connected to the
development of the urban Internet. The change
is happening this minute,” Lei said at a media
summit in December.
A billion-dollar startup like Lei said may not
appear in a year but 2016 will definitely be a year
of landmark development for Internet- related
industries in the countryside.♦
This article was originally published on
AllChinaTech.com. AllChinaTech is a Beijing-based startup media platform, dedicated
to providing timely news and analysis on the
Chinese tech industry in English. Follow AllChinaTech.com via @allchinatech on Twitter
and Facebook to get more news about Chinese
tech industry.
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dance lessons from another local dance
group, CAAM, and will be taking to the
same stage at O’Shaughnessy two weeks
hence. Younger sister Sabrina, 5, loves
to sing and dance as well, according to
their mother. They were enthralled. They
watched attentively; at times, became quite
animated, swaying to the beat of the music.
Braving the cold was well worth it!
However, I do pity the performers, their
families and TCCDC representatives who
have to make another trip the following
day for the second performance on another
frigid Minnesotan winter day! Now, that’s
dedication.
To find out more about TCCDC and see
more photos, visit tccdcmn.org. ♦

Performers getting ready to take the final bow.

Sophia Wong, young audience member and
future dancer.

Vocalists Danli Wang, Yuermei Zhang and
Xiaoxia Zhu

Part of group doing the new Yangge dance

Tenor Jinxing Zhou and soprano Donghi
Zhang from China performed with dancers
in the final number, “Dear Motherland””

Faraday and Tesla beware:
Continued from page 5
completed the testing of its first EV in the
US, the Mule Car, with plans to debut it at
the 2016 Beijing Auto Show in April.

Kandi

Kandi started out as a gas-powered ATV
and go-kart maker, but after establishing
a joint venture with Geely (known as the
company that bought Volvo) to make electric
cars, it has established itself as a major EV
manufacturer in China. Previously, Kandi
cars were only available for short-term
rental from automated multilevel garages,
which earned them the nickname “Kandi
Machines”, but Kandi has since started
retailing its EVs to customers in April.
Kandi is working with Geely, ZTE, Uber
and Alibaba to promote connected electric
cars through a strategic partnership. These
small electric vehicles have a large potential

market in Chinese cities because of the focus
on reducing air pollution and the alreadycrowded roads in many urban areas.

BAIC

BAIC is a state-owned automotive
maker that makes Hyundai and Mercedes

cars for the Chinese market. It started
producing electric EVs in 2009 under
its affiliate Beijing Electric Vehicle Co.
It established a new EV research and
development center in Silicon Valley in
August. BAIC’s electric cars served as
the official vehicles for the APEC summit
in Beijing in 2014. BAIC is designing a
concept electric vehicle with US company
Atieva, which is financially backed by BAIC
and Jia Yueting, CEO of LeTV. The new
concept vehicle will be released at the 2016
Beijing Auto Show in April.
(All photos from the car companies’
websites.) ♦

