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13th annual Dragon Festival
celebrates community, culture
and outdoor fun
Free entry to July 11-12 family event on shores of Lake Phalen in St. Paul

[SAINT PAUL] The 2015 Dragon
Festival, inspired by the Asian tradition
of dragon-boat races, has added modern
touches for a more interactive, hands-on
experience that draws on all the senses.

paddlers, one flag catcher and one drummer.
They must work as a cohesive, highenergy team. Come support your favorite
teams made up of corporate and business
employees, community groups, or even
your own friends and family. Each member
only needs to contribute $50 (dragon boat,
paddles, life vests provided). The Dragon
Festival can also help steer other interested
participants your way to fill out partially
full teams. Prizes for daily champion, race
champion, best team spirit and best team
t-shirt are awarded. Be a part of this unique
race community.

Get physical: Do Walk/Do Run
Thrills, cheers, and more: 5K
Walk or run around Lake Phalen:
dragon boat races
Come watch dragons come to life
at Lake Phalen! More than 28 teams
are anticipated, with time remaining for
groups to register. Each day over two
days, Saturday, July 11 – Sunday, July 12,
an estimated 15-20 teams will compete in
spirited heats of 200 meters. Each team
consists of 20 members who collectively
train for weeks before the big races: 18

Saturday, July 11 only, and be an active
part of this community event. Race starts
at Phalen Park Pavilion at 9-10:30 a.m.
Participants receive race t-shirt, bottled
water; plus energy-packed fruits (apples
and bananas) plus the satisfaction of a
healthy start to the weekend! Sponsored
by Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Minnesota.

ceremony performances and
demonstrations

Stairs, no problem!, p. 3

Be inspired by Asian and Pacific
cultures onstage: Both days, 10-10:30
a.m. A unique mix of traditional dance,
theatrical acts, authentic music, awesome
martial arts and more. Be amazed as you
watch fellow Minnesotans transform into
performances of a lifetime. Martial arts at
11:45 a.m.–4 p.m.

Fun and creative stuff for kids:
special children’s area

Education, p. 4

Families with kids will enjoy creative
arts and crafts. Be wowed by colorful kiteflying, Frisbee and air golf. Story times
and fun the entire weekend. Sponsored by
Wells Fargo. Even bouncy tents (separate
fee per child required).

Yum yum: outdoor food fest

Go on a taste adventure of culinary
inspiration from around the world. Enjoy
traditional and authentic foods that will give
a whole new meaning to ‘what’s cookin.’
Maybe even food trucks.

Arts & Culture, p. 8

continued on page 4

Oohs, aahs, and pride: opening

Data on Minnesota exports for
first quarter 2015
Minnesota Quarterly Export Statistics is the most current resource available for tracking the state’s manufactured export trends
and is prepared for the Minnesota Trade Office (MTO) by the Department of Employment and Economic Development’s (DEED)
Economic Analysis Unit (Thu-Mai Ho-Kim, 651-259-7180). Since 2011, the quarterly and annual statistics reports have primarily
covered export data based on the Harmonized Tariff System (Schedule B), collected by the U.S. Department of Commerce (USDOC)
and distributed by the Global Trade Information Services. Reports are available on DEED’s website at “Export and Trade Statistics”
(http://mn.gov/deed/data/export-stats/).

People, p. 12

State exports declined 3 percent in the first quarter of 2015

•Minnesota exports (including agricultural, mining and manufactured products) were valued at $4.9 billion, and fell 3.1 percent
between the first quarters of 2014 and 2015, less than the U.S. decline of 5.1 percent.
•State exports grew in few of the top 10 markets and in few of the top 10 products. Mexico, Korea and Singapore were bright spots
for growth.
•Referring to the manufacturing sector alone, Minnesota manufactured exports were valued at about $4.6 billion in the first quarter
of 2015 and fell 3.1 percent during this period. U.S. manufactured exports also fell, by 3.8 percent.

Figure 1. Weak Export Trends in
Many States
Key:

= decline
= growth

continued on page 15

Governement, p. 14
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Publisher’s pronouncement
Greetings:
As summer heats up, so do the number
of great local outdoor activities scheduled
throughout the Twin Cities area to capitalize
on the arrival of summer vacations and great
weather. As noted on the front page of this
issue, heading the list is the 13th annual
Dragon Festival that will be held on July
11-12 at Phalen Park in St. Paul.
Following the 59th National Sister Cities
Conference on July 17 at Peavey Plaza,
Minneapolis will be celebrating its 8th
Annual Sister Cities event on July 19, which
includes its Chinese Sister City, Harbin.
This is a free event held on Nicollet Island
and includes an ice cream social along
with native songs or dances performed by
Minneapolis’ sister cities to share insight
into their cultures.
A number of organizations have
commenced fundraising and informational

workshops to announce their upcoming
programs such as Voice of Peace and the
Dream of the Red Chamber. Be sure to read
the articles about these events in this issue.
Also, you may want to plan a trip to
Chicago this summer to visit the Field
Museum as its permanent exhibit of Chinese
artifacts opens (see p. 9). The July 8
opening event will allow you after-hour
access to the exhibition, live Chinese music
and appetizers from local restaurants. We
have also included other Chinese exhibits
at museums in other states in case you’re
looking for vacation destinations.
We’d love to hear from you as to what
you find interesting in this publication
or your recommendation of other topics.
Please take a few short minutes to complete
the “survey” below and submit it to receive
a free one-year subscription to China Insight

if you are one of the first 10 to do so this
month.
Please note that China Insight will not
be publishing a separate issue for August.
Our hardworking volunteer staff need a
break too; but we will return in September.
In the meantime, we hope you enjoy
your summer and thank you for your
continued support. Please don’t hesitate
to contact me if you have any comments
or ideas to share on how China Insight can
better serve the community.
Sincerely
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Chinese become
C h i n a biggest foreign buyers
Briefs of US real estate
China Daily, June 18

Wrong digs
China’s Ministry of Public Security
recently recovered 1,168 cultural relics,
solving the largest case of cultural relics theft
since 1949. The 175 looters who were arrested
had illegally excavated the artifacts from a
Neolithic archaeological site in NW Liaoning
Province, distributed and sold the relics.
Only in Hong Kong
R e m e m b e r l a s t y e a r ’s U m b r e l l a
Revolution in Hong Kong when media
remarked how the protesters diligently cleaned
up their own trash daily? At the June 4 vigil
commemorating the bloody Tiananmen
Square crackdown at Victoria Park, vigil
attendees were seen scraping off candle wax
and picking up rubbish as the event ended. A
teaching moment in history and civics for the
mainlanders?
Stairs, no problem!

An increasing number of Chinese are
buying properties in Miami, attracted by its
clean beaches and tropical climate. [Photo/
provided to China Daily]
China has surpassed Canadians to
become the biggest foreign buyers of real
estate in the US by both sales and dollar
volume, accounting for more than a quarter
of all international spending, Bloomberg
reported on Wednesday.
Research from the National Association
of Realtors of the United States showed
that Chinese buyers spent $28.6 billion
on US homes and made up 16 percent of
transactions by foreigners in the 12 months

through March.
Canadians, who had led international
purchases since 2008, ranked second with
$11.2 billion in spending and a 14 percent
share of sales.
Indians ranked as the third-biggest group
of foreign buyers, at $7.9 billion, followed
by Mexicans with $4.9 billion and Britons
at $3.8 billion, according to the report.
The survey groups buyers from Hong
Kong and Taiwan with those from Chinese
mainland.
By number of transactions, total
US home sales to international buyers
dropped 10 percent to about 209,000 units,
indicating a stronger dollar hurt demand
from abroad. Purchases by dollar volume
were about $104 billion, up from the yearago estimate of $92.2 billion.
Florida, California, Texas and Arizona
attracted more than half of international
buyers. Canadians tend go to the warmer
climates of Florida and Arizona, while
Chinese buyers gravitate toward the West
Coast, because of its proximity to Asia.

Egg rolls worth the wait
A cabbie lost on the campus of a technical
university in Chengdu decided waiting
for directions to get out was unacceptable.
Instead, he drove down three flights of cement
stairs, leaving behind his rear bumper and
license plate! Shocked students scattered, but
not until they’ve taken photos and videos and
posted them online.
Top Chinese universities
A June 10 report by a British company
ranked Peking University no. 7 out of 300
in Asia. Tsinghua University came in at no.
11. In all, 25 mainland universities made the
top 100. However, Hong Kong University
(Science and Technology) and Chinese
University of Hong Kong were No. 4 & 5.
The City University of Hong Kong was no.
9. The survey included 500 universities in
17 Asian countries, with input from more than
64,000 academics. Institutions were judged
on academic reputation, student-to-faculty
ratio, reputation from employers and number
of publications.
What’s on those South China Sea
islands?
You know, the ones that China built up
from scrappy reefs that got the U.S. and other
Asian countries up in arms? China announced
in mid-June that it is nearing the completion
of some of its controversial land reclamation
work on the Spratly Islands. One of them,
Fiery Cross Reef, boasts amazing veggie
and flower gardens with plants from every
province in China, tended by “hard-working”
young soldiers.
Forget the zhongzhis (dumplings)
On Dragon Boat Festival, Fenghuang
town residents in Hunan Province get in the
river not to participate in dragon boat races
nor eat zhongzhis but to catch ducks thrown
from the bridge above. Legend has it a Song
Dynasty couple were given ducks as wedding
gifts, but the ducks fell into the river and guests
jumped into the water to retrieve them.

A bakery in Hong Kong commands a
queue of 200-plus each morning, Tuesday
through Friday, come rain or shine. People
patiently wait in line to buy their ration (1.6
kg) of to-die-for home-made egg rolls from
Duck Shing Ho (德成號), founded in 1973.
Crisp, rich in egg flavor, and not too
sweet, these melt-in-your-your-mouth treats
sell for HKD70, HKD73 or HKD76 each
400 g tin or HKD133, HKD139 or HKD144
for an 800g tin in original, butter or coconut
flavor. At 9:30 a.m. sharp, an employee
walks down the queue counting off the daily
limit of tins the shop will sell for that day.
Those who did not make the cut for the tins

can still buy their personal “quota” of 1.6
kg or come earlier another day!
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Growth of migrant workers

The growth of China’s migrant workers, defined as “people who leave rural
areas to find jobs in cities,” have been
falling for five straight years, according
to a recent National Bureau of Statistics
report. It also reported that:
•The number of migrant workers in
manufacturing jobs fell in 2014
•More were employed in service
industries
•A growing number of migrant
workers were looking for jobs in their
own areas.
274 million people were designated as
migrant workers in China at the end of
2014, a drop of 1.9 percent compared to
the end of 2013.
5.4 percent was the reported peak
growth rate for the end of 2010.
Growth rate for male migrant workers
was approximately 5.8 percent in 2011.

Note: US$1is approximately HK$7.75.

June 4 “glitch” by design
Ever sensitive about the bloody
crackdown on pro-democracy demonstrators
on June 4, 1989 (China Insight June 2015),
the Chinese government took extraordinary
measures this year to squelch any discussion
or even mention of the event. Even money

3

transfers containing “6” and “4” – common
Chinese reference to Tiananmen Square –
were prohibited. See South China Morning
Posts’s tweet by George Chen (below).
Transactions that do not have “6” and “4”
went through no problem!

164.25 million migrant workers are
concentrated on the east coast. Central
China attracted 57.93 million and the
western region had 51.06 million.
2864 yuan* is the average monthly
salary of a migrant worker. Those
in transportation industries earn the
highest at 3,301 yuan and those in construction come in second at 3,292 yuan.
Those in manufacturing earn 2832 yuan
and those in service industries came in
last at approximately 2540 yuan.
10 percent is average annual pay increase for migrant workers for the past
five years, except for 2014, which only
amounted to 9.8 percent.
31 percent of migrant workers are female and work outside of the home area
while 34.9 percent are female and work
near their hometowns.
30.2 percent of migrant workers are
between 21-30, the largest age group.
The second-largest age group, those
between 41-50, is 26.4 percent; 22.7
percent are 31-40; while 17.1 percent
are over 50. The 16-20 age group is
smallest, at 3.5 percent.
* US$1 is roughly 6.2 Chinese yuan.
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Chinese officials look to ancient classics
for leadership arts
BEIJING, June 15 (Xinhua) -Chinese Academy of Governance
(CAG), a top-level public servant
school, has published textbooks on
ancient classics and culture, the CAG
announced Monday.
The studies of Chinese ancient
literature, arts and philosophy, called
"national studies," have become

increasingly popular. There are more
than 700 titles profiling national studies,
for kindergarten kids right up to college
students.
With the publication of the new
textbook, national studies are likely
to be featured in training classes for
government leaders at all levels,
according to the CAG.

Xu Hongwu, chief editor of the
textbook, said the 10-volume book
presented traditional culture and values
that can shed light on modern public
administration; approaching good
leadership from the art of integrity;
managing subsidiaries; offering
political advise; and the arts of military
maneuvering, among other aspects.

Chen Baosheng, Party chief of
CAG, said Chinese classics have ample
discussions on the harmony between
man and nature, revolving around trends
of history, attributes of a righteous man,
as well as wisdom of governing, which
will enhance officials' morality and
capacity.

unless they really can’t pay. When the
families pay for the glasses, they will
encourage the students to take good care
of them as people do not always treasure
something that is free. It is illogical to
value something less because it is free.
The value of the object should be based
on the benefits it imparts. When you
pay for an expensive gym membership,
you may be more compelled to hit
the treadmill. And when you fear the
wrath of your parents, you may be more
careful about keeping your glasses in
one piece.
Clearly, having the students pay for
the glasses raises some complications:
it can be tough to get in contact with
families, who often live far away from
school, and where one or both parents
work in a different city or even province
of China. And even discounted glasses
can be a hard hit for some families’
budgets. Andrew Shirman, founder of
Education In Sight, brings up another
rationale for the free-glasses model.
While raising the price of the glasses
up front may discourage some families
from participating in the program, the
students’ families might be more willing
to buy the next pair of glasses once they
see the benefits. However, if we are
going to be giving the glasses for free,
we need to find other ways to impart
the importance of glasses for our young
students.
Overall, getting glasses to our kids
has been really satisfying. It is probably
one of the most straightforward, “easy
fix” interventions for education. Though
I have been blessed with good vision, I
asked the glasses shop if I could get a
sample frame so that I could wear the
glasses as a gesture of solidarity. We
also printed out a colorful comic about
eye care and taped it up for students to
read. I’m proud when I see a kid who
was initially reluctant to wear glasses
develop the confidence to start wearing
them even outside of class.
But if we are really serious about
providing clear vision for all of our
students, we need to keep addressing
these challenges. Providing the glasses
is only the beginning. We also need to
increase awareness in and support from
families and teachers so that students
develop good habits. And, we cannot
be satisfied with providing glasses
once - programs like Education In Sight

need to keep coming back to the schools
regularly.
This issue is far from unique to rural
China- many kids in the US do not have
access to the eye care they need either.
This project has illustrated some of the
themes that pop up in so many areas of
development and education work. It’s
not enough to install new technology
in the classroom; you also have to
train teachers on how to use it. It’s not
enough to build a well; you also have
to maintain it.
And satisfying though it is to get
glasses into our students’ hands, we
can’t let that feel-good buzz signal the
end of our jobs. If we really want to
advocate for our students’ eye care,
we need to keep a clear focus on
sustainability.

Wearing glasses in rural China
By Madeline Christensen, contributor

Every day, after the second period
in the afternoon, a soothing song comes
on the loudspeakers. A feminine voice
guides students in their daily “eye
exercises,” where the students rub their
eyes and face. This practice is believed
to reduce eyestrain and even to prevent
vision issues. In practice, at least at
my school, it seems like almost no one
actually does them.
Needless to say, studies have shown
that eye exercises are ineffective in
treating or preventing vision problems.
But the research does show that far too
many students in rural China who need
glasses are going without. A study by
Stanford University in 2012 and 2013
in rural Shaanxi and Gansu provinces
found that while 25 percent of rural
students were nearsighted, only one
in seven (approx. 14 percent) had the
glasses they needed.
N o w, w h e n s t u d e n t s d o g e t
eyeglasses, and wear them, amazing
things can happen. The Gansu Vision
Study Project led by economists Paul
Glewwe at the University of Minnesota
and Albert Park at Oxford , found that
the academic gains from a student
wearing glasses for a year in rural China
was equal to adding one-fourth to onehalf of a school year - in other words,
the glasses increased learning by 25 to
50 percent.
Enter Education In Sight (EIS), a
program to provide free eye exams and
eyeglasses to students in schools in
rural China. I was eager to get glasses
to my students. Compared to the
other teachers at my school, I write in
enormous letters on the board; yet when
I encouraged my sixth-graders to come
to the front of the class if they couldn’t

see the board, I was
surprised by how many
kids moved to the front.
There are plenty of
reasons why a rural kid
might not wear glasses.
One is the issue of
access. To get a pair of
glasses, you need to get
into the city, which is
about two hours away
from our school via
public bus. Many of my
students have only been
into Tengchong, the
closest city, a handful
of times in their lives. Another issue
for rural families is the cost of a pair of
glasses, which start at around at least
USD15, and often much more, which is
probably quite a bit out of the families’
annual income, given the economic
condition of the village.
But there are less obvious barriers
as well. Many parents, and even school
administrators, still hold the belief that
wearing glasses when you are young
can weaken your eyes. I was saddened,
though not that surprised, to hear that
one of our young students took home
his new glasses, only to have his mother
snap the glasses in half, throw them
in the garbage, and scold the child for
wearing them. Moreover, while glasses
are pretty chic right now in America,
the “hip” factor hasn’t exactly caught
on yet in rural Yunnan - I am constantly
nagging some of my students to put on
their glasses at the start of class. And
the teachers have yet to see the results
to convince them that students wearing
glasses consistently will significantly
boost their academic progress.
Moreover, once the kids do start
wearing their freebie glasses on the
playground, well … the glasses can
break. So far, our local glasses shop has
been great about swapping the broken
frames, but that means somebody needs
to take the glasses into town and get
them fixed. And of course, as eyes
change, prescriptions do too, so the
program needs to keep returning to
schools year after year.
One of the Teach For China Fellows
in our region, Li Lu, suggested a
practical solution for some of these
issues. Make the students pay for the
glasses, or at least a portion, she said,

Madeline Christensen is a Teach for
China Fellow in Yunnan, China, where
she teaches English at a rural elementary
school. She grew up in Minnetonka, MN,
and majored in International Relations at
Tufts University

Dragon
Festival
continued from page 1

Browse, shop and discover: festival
and community marketplace

Unique Asian-inspired art, gifts, and
getting involved in the community: shop
around for art, books, clothing, jewelry,
home décor, toys and souvenirs from A
to Z. Plus, how to get involved in your
community, with cultural resources
and services from education to healthy
living, social services and more.
Connect to nature and outdoors:
check out Phalen Park trails, picnic
areas and more
Maps of Phalen Park available at
www.dragonfestival.org/event-map.
html
Festival sponsorships still available:
contact 651-675-8446 for information
on packages and program opportunities.
Additional details on transportation and
parking tips, performance schedule, etc.,
visit www.dragonfestival.org.
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Community
organizations start
fundraising for fall
Voice of Peace event
By Elaine Dunn
Some 30-plus Twin Cities Chinese
American organizations such as Chinese
American Association of Minnesota
(CAAM), Minhua Chorus, Minghua Chinese
School and China Tribune will be hosting an
all-day event, Voice of Peace, on Oct. 24, in
Saint Paul. The event is to commemorate
the 70th anniversary of the ending of World
War II and the Chinese people’s war of
resistance against Japanese invasion. The
organizers are seeking additional funding
support from the community.
Planned activities include historical
photographs and documents on display, a
public lecture by WWII veteran, music and
dance performances with the main theme of
“War, Peace and Progress.” According to
the event organizers, the event’s objective
is “to amplify the voice of worldwide antiwar and anti-terrorism causes” in the pursuit
for peace, to prevent a repetition of the
“historical tragedy suffered by the Chinese
people and safeguard the outcomes of World
War II … and to promote and strengthen the
joint effort made between China and the
United States in maintaining world peace.”

How you can help

Two main goals the organizers hope to
achieve from now to the event are:
1. Raise $35,000 for various programs

related to the Voice of Peace event.
2. Encourage involvement with the Voice
of Peace event – promotion, participation
and attendance.
Donations will directly support the Voice
of Peace event operations and multiple
activities such as rental of venues, literature
production, artist stipends, video production,
food and beverages, traveling expenses,
exhibition transportation, theme T-shirt
printing and other outreach initiatives.
Individual and group donations of any
amount are welcome. However, there also
are structured tiers with different benefits:
Diamond: $5,000 and above (includes
20 VIP tickets and a plaque for company/
individual name recognition)
Gold: $3,000 (includes 20 VIP tickets)
Silver: $1,000 (includes 10 VIP tickets)
Bronze: $500 (includes 6 VIP tickets)
Purple: $200 (includes 2 VIP tickets)
Green: $100 (includes 2 general admission
tickets)
If you are interesting in making a
donation, please make checks payable to
Minhua Chorus and please include “Voice
of Peace event” on the memo line. Checks
can be mailed to: Minhua Chorus, P.O.
Box 270473, Vadnais Heights, MN 55127.
Event co-chairs Vincent Mar and

Bingwen Yan said, “We hope we can count
on the local Chinese community’s generous
support to make the event a resounding
success.”

For additional information, please
contact Nancy Tang at 612-213-9688,
nancytang313@gmail.com or Bingwen Yan,
612-308-1980, yanxx030@umn.edu.

Chinese Meetup group cooks for kids
By Tao Peng, contributor
two years ago when the
previous group organizer
left for a job in China.
The group is now
773-members strong.
We usually get together
once a month at a
restaurant for some food
and conversations and
we try to speak as much
Mandarin Chinese as we
can at our events. It offers
opportunities for members
to learn/practice Chinese
and use what they learned
Left to right, Meetup “cooks” Amani Ahrens, Kay Kwang, at our events. Members’
Maggie Yeung, Tao Peng, Kristie Vongkhamchanh
language skills range
from beginners to native
The Sunday of Memorial Day weekend speakers, and everything in between. Of
was rainy and dreary, but inside the Ronald course, I also post cultural events that are
McDonald House at Gillette Children’s happening around Minneapolis.
Specialty Healthcare in Saint Paul, the scene
At the suggestion of a friend, I looked
was altogether different. Five members into the volunteer opportunity at Ronald
and friends from The Minneapolis Chinese McDonald House called Cook for Kids,
Culture & Language Club, with smiles on where a group would go and cook for the
their faces, were busy preparing dinner for kids being treated at Children’s Hospital and
30 children and their families.
their family members who are staying at the
The Minneapolis Chinese Culture & Ronald McDonald House. Since food plays
Language Club is a Meetup group with a big part in Chinese culture, I felt this was
members from all walks of life, and with a good fit as a group event.
the common interest of learning/keeping up
Menu for the day was relatively simple:
with Mandarin language skills. At the same pot stickers, Chinese sweet and sour ribs,
time, members also learn more about the ginger chicken with vegetables, and white
Chinese culture. According to the group’s rice. Fortune cookies rounded out the meal.
website, it was founded on March 26, Owing to the size of the kitchen, we had to
2006. I took over the organizing duty about prepare some of the food off-site. I prepared

25 lbs of sweet and sour ribs ahead of time
and warmed them in the oven on that day.
Two others, Maggie and Kristie, spent a
couple of hours the night before cutting up
the vegetables and marinated the chicken.
On the day of our Cook for Kids event, we
got to the Ronald McDonald House about
two hours ahead of dinnertime and divided
up the tasks. Maggie and Kristie were
in charge of cooking the ginger chicken
vegetable stir-fry. I was responsible for
the ribs and pot stickers. Amani and Kay
were in charge of making the dipping
sauce for the pot stickers, cooking rice
and setting up the area where we served
the food. Although everyone had their
own responsibilities, in order to ensure
job satisfaction, we also performed others’
tasks to avoid monotony. We all took turns
cooking to truly experience the “joy of
cooking.” I really had a great time cooking
that day. I felt everyone complemented each
other very well. The event was more fun
than work; but believe me, all the volunteers
put in lots of hard work. In the end, the
hard work we put in was well received. We
served about 40 people; some came back for
multiple servings. Gina at front desk told us
she heard many compliments about the food.
From this event, I have truly appreciated
the joy of sharing. It was very fulfilling to
see the food we prepared brought so many
people together to the table at one time and
enjoyed the company of each other. It was
also gratifying to know we brought a bit of
pleasure to a group of people whose lives

were overshadowed by the fact that their
children were in the hospital.
My parents brought me up with the
understanding that there is always room at
a dinner table for someone, and food shared
with others always taste better.
I am pretty certain I can speak for
everyone who cooked on that rainy Sunday:
it was such a rewarding experience for all
of us that we will not soon forget.
Ronald McDonald House has four
locations in Minneapolis/Saint Paul area
where they are looking for volunteer
groups for their Cook for Kids program.
All locations are different; some locations
provide long-term care for kids and others
provide short-term care. Most kids at the
Saint Paul location are short-term care,
according to Gina, who worked at front
desk.
For more information on volunteering
for Cook for Kids, visit http://rmhtwincities.
org/volunteer/CFK .
Tao Peng resides and works in Red
Wing, Minn. Born in China, Peng is
fluent in Mandarin and English and acts
as interpreter for the Red Wing Sister
Cities Commission delegation during its
Quzhou sister city functions. He is also
the vice chair of the Red Wing Sister
Cities Commission and group organizer
for the Minneapolis Chinese Language
and Culture Club.
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China Daily, June 18

China’s Hong Kong Legislative Council
on Thursday vetoed a motion of the proposed
universal suffrage for selecting the region’s
next chief executive in 2017.
After a nine-hour debate which started on
Wednesday, 28 lawmakers of the Legislative
Council voted against the motion while eight
voted in favor.
Many lawmakers left the chamber of the
legislature building before the vote.
According to a decision by the Standing
Committee of China’s National People’s
Congress, the motion needs to be endorsed
by at least two-thirds of all the 70 lawmakers,
or 47 votes, in the Legislative Council.
Lawmakers on both sides of the political
divide stood firm Wednesday on their
position during the first day of the reform
motion reading.
The Hong Kong government moved a
motion to overhaul the method to select the
city’s next chief executive, prescribed in an
annex of the Basic Law.
The motion was moved 20 months after
the creation of a special task force to run the
electoral reform process.
More than 3 million registered voters in
the city will be able to elect the next chief
executive by “one person, one vote” next
year if more than 46 lawmakers out of the

total of 70 vote for the motion.
But 27 opposition members and
Leung Kalau, an independent lawmaker
representing doctors, vowed earlier to veto
the proposal.
Senior local officials made a last-minute
pitch in the council chamber on Wednesday
before the deliberations began, with Chief
Secretary Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor
stressing that the electoral overhaul plan is
the best possible option.
Lam said that under this plan, aspirants
for the top job will put forward manifestos
that “better address the needs of the masses”.
She recognized efforts by some to forge
consensus, but said the opposition camp’s
advocacy of “unconstitutional proposals”
and the “Occupy Central” campaign last
year had added obstacles to the city’s first
universal suffrage election - a goal promised
in the Basic Law.
Justice Secretary Rimsky Yuen Kwokkeung dismissed fears that the election
design will be set “forever,” saying a
statutory mechanism to optimize the
election methods is provided for under the
Basic Law.
Twenty-five lawmakers spoke before
the meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m. All
the legislators who spoke reiterated their

Citizens carry placards and shout slogans outside the Legislative Council headquarters
in Admiralty district to support the Hong Kong government's electoral reform package
on June 17, 2015. Roy Liu / China Daily.
position on the reform package, including
16 opposition members who promised to
exercise their veto power.
Starry Lee Wai-king, head of the
Democratic Alliance for the Betterment and
Progress of Hong Kong, accused organizers
and supporters of the illegal occupation
movement of not respecting the Constitution

and the Basic Law.
The Civic Party’s Ronny Tong Ka-wah
agreed that the opposition’s attitude was an
obstacle to consensus.
Outside the council headquarters,
hundreds of people from all walks of
life voiced their support for the reform
proposals.

the passage of the Immigration &
Nationality Act of 1965 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.
“Our report finds that in 2015, there
are 20.5 million Asian Americans, and
a quarter of a century from
now, 35.7 million,” said Paul
Ong, director of the UCLA
Center on the Study of
Inequality. “In 2040, nearly
1 in 10 Americans will be
Asian American. During the
same period, the number of
Asian American registered
voters will increase from
5.9 million to 12.2 million.”
According to Elena Ong,
the report’s co-author, in
2040 the Asian American
electorate will be different
from the one you see today.
Ong calls this a “multigenerational
transformation.” Forty-seven percent
will be younger and U.S. born; 53
percent will be older and foreign born.
“These trends have notable
implications for Asian American
political empowerment … [and]
significant meaning for the very nature
of American politics,” said Franklin
Gilliam Jr, dean of UCLA Luskin
School of Public Affairs. “It has
been only recently that researchers
have included Asian Americans in the
coalition paradigm … The possibility
of [inter-ethnic] coalition politics is
highly dependent on the issues at play,

the composition of the Asian American
population in question, and, ultimately,
the articulation of an Asian American
political agenda.”
Don Nakanishi, professor emeritus

Asian American electorate to more than
double by 2040
AsAmNews, May 7

A new report released today by
the UCLA Study for the Center for
Inequality and the Asian Pacific
American Institute for Congressional
Studies (APAICS) shows that by 2040
the Asian American electorate will more

than double, and grow by 107%.
That’s faster than the expected
growth of the Asian American
population during the same period
which is expected to increase by 74%.
The study comes 50 years after

and director emeritus of the UCLA
Asian American Studies Center, also
pondered how these trends will play out.
“Three scenarios could challenge
or disrupt an optimistic view of the
political future for Asian America
during the 25 years leading up to 2040.
. . . class [differences] ... partisan
skirmishes and controversies ... and
America’s color line,” he said.
This report, which is the first of a
series of publications on the future of
AAPIs, presents projections of the Asian
American population to 2040, with a
focus on the electorate.
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Lessons learnt from Hong Kong rejects
reform exercise
communist China’s
bogus election plan

By Xiao Ping, China Daily (HK Edition), June 19
Xiao Ping says the voting result
shows the time is not yet right for
universal suffrage, and it will not hurt
to wait a few more years or, perhaps,
more than 10 years
Hong Kong people’s dream of
electing the Chief Executive by
universal suffrage in 2017 was shattered
on Thursday by 28 Legislative Council
members who voted against the SAR
government’s electoral reform bill. It
was no doubt a sad day for Hong Kong.
That said, it was merely another stumble
in Hong Kong’s long road to achieving
democracy. The SAR will still continue
to go down this road. It is not the end of
the world in our city of 7 million people.
Let’s go back to the 1980s. Hong
Kong society was suffering from
feelings of anxiety triggered by
uncertainties over what lay ahead after
the handover in 1997. The general
mood of trepidation disappeared in 1990
when the Basic Law was promulgated.
This not only gave Hong Kong much
needed assurance about the status quo,
but it also significantly boosted the city’s
confidence in the future. As a result,
people across the social spectrum came
up with a humorous way to express their
sense of relief. To the simple question:
“What follows 1997?” The answer was
“1998.”
The Basic Law clearly stipulates that
Hong Kong’s democratic development
should proceed in an orderly and gradual
fashion. The central government was
wholly sincere about implementing
universal suffrage in the 2017 CE
election. But achieving this in future
will ultimately depend on society
achieving consensus. The central
government’s hands are tied if Hong
Kong fails to achieve such consensus. In
other words, the demise of the electoral
reform bill shows that Hong Kong is
not 100 percent ready to have universal
suffrage. Clearly, the time is not yet
right for such a giant step forward. It
will not hurt to wait a few more years
or, perhaps, more than 10 years. Until

then, the next CE will be selected by a
1,200-member Election Committee as
in 2012. As Zhang Xiaoming, director
of the Central People’s Government’s
Liaison Office in the Hong Kong SAR,
said: “The sun as usual rises.”
Many people are now worried the
SAR government will find it even more
difficult to do its job than before, as
confrontations between the executive
and legislative wings will be harder
to settle. Such concerns are by no
means unfounded, but they will not
help the situation. As for the question
of where Hong Kong’s constitutional
development is heading, CE Leung
Chun-ying said recently the SAR
government would now focus on
economic development and livelihood
issues.
Hong Kong has been mired in
political wrangling for far too long. But
the experience just might offer people a
fresh perspective on things - particularly
if they stop thinking about constitutional
reform for a while. Hong Kong people
do need time to collect their thoughts.
The latest phase of constitutional
development took two years to get to
this point. Although the result was
not what we were hoping for, at least
more people have gained a better
understanding of some important facts.
These include relations between Hong
Kong and the central government, the
authority of the central government
over matters concerning Hong Kong’s
constitutional affairs and the popular
will of the people in the SAR. These
are important gains from an otherwise
disappointing experience. An ancient
Chinese proverb sums up this situation
well. Its English equivalent is: “What
you lose on the swings, you get back on
the roundabouts.”
If someone asks you “What follows
2017?” now, the answer has to be
“2018”. It is that simple.
Xiao Ping is a veteran current affairs
commentator.

[WASHINGTON] President Obama
met on June 24 with China’s Special
Representatives to the U.S.-China
Strategic and Economic Dialogue
and Consultation on People-toPeople Exchange, Vice Premier
Liu Yandong, Vice Premier Wang
Yang, State Councilor Yang Jiechi,
and the Chinese delegation. Obama
acknowledged the importance of these
annual ministerial-level mechanisms
for expanding practical cooperation on
regional and global challenges, while
at the same time narrowing differences.

The President and the Chinese Special
Representatives agreed to further
expand U.S.-China cooperation on
climate and clean energy, and affirmed
their unity of purpose in our approach
to the Paris climate negotiations in
December. Recognizing the importance
of economic ties to the overall bilateral
relationship, the President expressed
support for China’s efforts to reform
and rebalance its economy, and for
our ongoing bilateral investment treaty
negotiations, while urging China to
address major economic challenges in

By Mike Gonzalez, The Daily Signal, June 18
The people of Hong Kong have
once again given the world a lesson
in democracy and liberty, this time by
rejecting a bogus election plan hatched
by communists in the People’s Republic
of China. This is the gist of confusing
events that took place Thursday in the
former British colony.
Lawmakers in the mini-legislature,
the Legislative Council, stood up for
the principle of democracy by voting
down a plan on how to elect the city’s
next leader, or chief executive, in 2017.
What makes it confusing is that it was
pro-democracy legislators who killed
the plan and Beijing says it wants
“universal suffrage.”
Here’s rub: Beijing’s plan would
indeed have allowed people in Hong
Kong to vote, but only for candidates
selected beforehand by a committee
of 1,200 that does Beijing’s bidding.
Candidates who do not toe Beijing’s
line need not apply.
As The New York Times put it in an
overnight dispatch, “Beijing has made
it clear that it will not allow anyone
who does not ‘love China’ — that is, a
China under Communist Party rule — to
appear on the ballot.”
So it was left to the pro-democracy
faction in the LegCo, the pan-democratic
alliance, to vote down the measure. It
went down with 28 votes against
and only eight in favor, as confusion
among the pro-Beijing camp left many
legislators not voting.
China and its supporters in Hong
Kong will continue to try to confuse the
world. The pro-Beijing current chief
executive of Hong Kong, CY Leung,
said for example that lawmakers who
voted no were “denying give million
eligible voters the right to elect the chief
executive.”
As for the People’s Republic of
China, its rubber-stamp legislature
in Beijing put out a statement which
read: “Although the universal suffrage

motion was not passed at the Legislative
Council, the direction towards universal
suffrage and the legal principles laid
down in the decision of the National
People’s Congress (NPC) Standing
Committee, must continue to be upheld
in future efforts to pursue universal
suffrage.” Translation: Our plan for
controlling the outcome of a vote is the
only thing available.
Leave it to the charismatic 18-yearold leader of last year’s pro-democracy
demonstrations, Joshua Wong, to clarify
matters. “We have defeated a bogus
voting plan,” he said, “but we will
have to shift from playing defense to
playing offense to get the election that
we desire.”
The U.S. senate can help Wong
and other democrats in Hong Kong by
re-introducing the Hong Kong Human
Rights and Democracy Act, which
would require the president to certify
that Hong Kong is indeed autonomous
before exempting it from any new law
or agreement applicable to the People’s
Republic of China.
The act, whose House version was
introduced back in February, also
reinstates the State Department’s annual
reports on Hong Kong, which lapsed in
2007 on a parliamentary technicality.
Its sponsor, Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla.,
made clear the act’s intention when he
said last year “the U.S. should make
clear that we stand on the side of the
democratic aspirations of the people
of Hong Kong and against attempts to
suppress their voices.”

the areas of its currency, technology
and investment policies. The President
raised ongoing U.S. concerns about
China’s cyber and maritime behavior,
and he urged China to take concrete
steps to lower tensions.
The President and the Chinese
Special Representatives discussed
the fundamental importance of
demonstrating to North Korea that it
will not succeed in its efforts to develop
nuclear weapons and its economy
simultaneously, and both sides reiterated
their commitment to the denuclearization

of the Korean Peninsula. The two
sides agreed that Iran should seize the
historic opportunity presented by the
ongoing P5+1 negotiations to address
the international community’s concerns
regarding its nuclear program. The
two sides strongly expressed support
for deepening ties between the citizens
of the United States and the People’s
Republic of China.
The President affirmed that he looks
forward to welcoming President Xi
Jinping to the White House for a State
Visit in September.

Read the paper
online at

www.chinainsight.info

U.S.+China Strategic & Economic Dialogue and
Consultations on People-to-People Exchange
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Chinese folk pottery at Erie Art
Museum mid-July
[ERIE, Pennsylvania] – The Erie
Art Museum, Pennsylvania, will be
presenting “Minyao: Chinese Folk
Pottery, Imperial Porcelains, and
Brother Thomas” from July 17 through
September 25, 2015. The artist will be
at a meet and greet event on Jul 24, 7-10
p.m. that is free and open to the public.
China is historically the world leader
in ceramic arts, with the oldest examples
of pottery in the world. For the past
20,000 years, they have developed
a rich legacy of ceramics that have
been vigorously studied by Western
ceramicists and highly sought after by
museums and private collectors. Most
of the wares collected and admired
come from imperial kilns, masterful
works made for the consumption of the
elite by the most esteemed ceramicists.
Vastly underappreciated yet equally
remarkable, however, is the tradition of
folk pottery, or minyao, that represents
the everyday wares for the common
people of China.
Despite what the term “folk” might
imply, these traditional wares display
an ingenuity and beauty in keeping with
the Chinese reputation for ceramics
proficiency. Throughout the vast Chinese
territory, the regional differences in the
wares exhibit an incredible diversity of
regional expression unconstrained by
imperial aesthetic standards. This rich
tradition is, however, being undermined
by the modernization of China and is

experiencing rapid cultural extinction.
In response to this rapid disappearance,
ceramicists Marie Woo and Susanne
Stephenson received a grant to travel
throughout China to collect and
document Minyao pottery. The result
is this exhibition, a collection organized
around the preservation, awareness, and
celebration of the traditional folk pottery
of China.
Alongside the folk pottery the
Museum exhibits examples of imperial
pottery from its collection and vessels

by internationally renowned Erie potter,
Brother Thomas Bezanson (19292007). The museum collection includes
classic examples dating back to the
10th century Song Dynasty, an array of
vessels with vibrant glazes and intricate
designs. The influence of Chinese
ceramics on the West can be seen in the
work of the Benedictine monk Brother
Thomas, who aspired to recreate their
traditional glazes.
The Erie Art Museum also holds a
collection of more than 8,000 objects,

which includes significant works in
American ceramics, Tibetan painting,
Indian bronzes, contemporary baskets,
and a variety of other categories.
For additional visitor information,
visit www.erieartmuseum.org, or call
814-459-5477.
Works from the Erie Art Museum
permanent collection

Works from the “Minyao: Chinese Folk Pottery, Imperial Porcelains,
and Brother Thomas” exhibit

Celadon Dish
Southern Song Dynasty, 1127-1279

Tibetan Teapot for Yak Milk (l), Roof Sculpture (r)
Yunnan

Tao ts’ai bowl
Ch’ing Dynasty, reign of Yung Ch’eng

Miniature Chinese buildings built to preserve
skill of ancient Chinese architecture
By Fan Peishen, Xinhua, June 17
In a studio in Lanzhou, capital of
northwest China's Gansu Province, a
carpenter and seven apprentices have
built more than 90 miniature Chinese
buildings to preserve the skill of ancient
Chinese architecture.

Ding Wuming carves a miniature Chinese
building at his studio in Lanzhou. Ding was
born into a carpenter family and began to
learn woodworking at 17.

Ding shows off a miniature Chinese pavilion.

Cleaning a miniature Chinese bridge.

Drawing an architectural blueprint for another miniature
building.

Checking the paint on a project.
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Eight Minnesotan artists in international art
exhibit in China
By Chang Wang, contributor

Eight Minnesota artists were featured in
“Beyond the Boundary” art exhibit at TEDA
Museum of Contemporary Art in Tianjin
City, from May 30 to June 30. The eight
were: Meng Tang (media artist and VP of
Women’s Caucus for Art – MN Chapter),
James Brenner (sculptor), Liz Dodson
(video artist), Howard Oransky (painter
and curator of Katherine E. Nash Gallery,
UMN), Shana Kaplow (art professor, St.
Cloud State University), Ellen Schillace
(president, Women’s Caucus for Art – MN
Chapter), Tom Lane (art professor, UMN)
and Anne Sugnet (adjunct art professor,
UMN). The exhibition featured a total of
20 artists from the U.S., Iran, Austria and
China – including several leading figures
of Chinese art such as Fang Lijun and Qi
Zhilong. The exhibition was co-sponsored
by TEDA Museum of Contemporary Art,
Tianjin Art Museum and Tianjin Academy
of Fine Arts. Artists participating in this
exhibit came from a variety of cultural,
academic and artistic backgrounds. Some
are art educators; several practice art in a
more traditional way; several work almost
exclusively digitally. Some started with
art school and stayed with it while some

switched to art from different disciplines.
The eldest of the participating artists
attended art school in the early 1950s;
the youngest, in the new millennium.
Each artist is prolific and passionate; all
are accomplished and respected in their
communities; and each one offers a unique

perspective and experience.
At the opening reception on May 30,
speaking on behalf of the participating
artists, Meng Tang delivered a speech in
which she noted that “Artists’ creativity

is not bound by space, ideas, or systems.
Artists strive to burst the boundaries of
concepts, ideas, markets, and cultural
identifications and reach total freedom of
expression. Artists drive the art world.”

TEDA Museum of Contemporary Art
Gallery

Meng Tang (fourth from the right) at the opening reception

Chicago’s Field Museum explores 5,000 years
of Chinese history with new permanent exhibit
[CHICAGO] – China is now one of
the world’s great economic, political, and
cultural powerhouses. But its current
prominence has deep historical roots.
China’s long-standing and diverse cultural
traditions extend back more than 5,000
years, providing the foundation for today’s
modern nation. The Field Museum’s
engaging new permanent exhibition, the
“Cyrus Tang Hall of China,” explores
this foundation and introduces visitors to
Chinese history and culture, from before
Neolithic times to the present.
The Museum’s curatorial expertise —
coupled with its extensive collections —
offers a unique perspective on the cultural
traditions that underscore contemporary
China. This exhibit will be the only major,
permanent exhibition in the United States to
examine Chinese culture and history from
an anthropological viewpoint.
Gary Feinman, Ph.D., the Museum’s
East Asian Anthropology curator, explains,
“While art museums typically highlight the
aesthetic and contextual qualities of specific

objects, the “Cyrus Tang Hall of China” will
tell the stories of the people who used them,
the traditions they forged, and the legacies
of that history that underlay and help us
understand the present.”
Drawing from a collection of more
than 33,000 archaeological, historical,
and ethnographic artifacts, the curatorial
team has assembled 350 stellar objects
for display within “China’s” five galleries.
Exhibited are an astounding variety of
items, including Neolithic pottery and
jades, Shang and Zhou Dynasty bronzes,
Han and Tang Dynasty burial objects, Song
and Ming Dynasty ceramics, Buddhist and
Daoist sculptures from multiple periods, and
exquisite rubbings, textiles, and paintings.
Dozens of experts from across the globe
were consulted, providing insights into
these objects.
In a first for the Museum, “China” enables
visitors to create their own experience
throughout the exhibition. Touchscreen
interactive labels allow visitors to choose
from an array of stories about each object,

based on visitors’ interests. Visual media
also enhances the visitor experience — one
highlight is a video presentation of a Chinese
shadow puppet performance. Filmed
from both the viewer and the backstage
perspectives, visitors can appreciate the
artistry from either side of the screen.
The organization of the exhibition
combines a thematic and chronological
approach. Curators structured the exhibit’s
five galleries around particular themes,
ranging from the country’s diverse
landscapes to political systems to traditional
beliefs and practices.
Highlights include a 27-foot-long hand
scroll painting detailing a panorama of life
along a riverside city during spring, objects
used by students and scholars, statues of
temple guardians, a divination text in the
rare Naxi language, and masks from the
Museum’s rich Chinese theater collection.
Dr. Berthold Laufer, first Curator of
Asian Anthropology at The Field from
1908 to 1934, led two major expeditions
to China in the early 20th century, and his

This ceramic censer from the Ming
period displays classic blue and white
designs. Highly popular in Europe, Chinese
ceramics and other Ming items made their
way abroad via newly-established trading
ports, such as Portuguese Macau.

The Field Museum’s first curator of
Asiatic ethnology, Berthold Laufer, visited
China during the first Field Museumsponsored expedition to China between
1908 and 1910 in the waning days of the
Qing Dynasty.

This porcelain Bodhisattva dates to the
Yuan Dynasty and attests to the endurance
of Buddhism through times of war and
political turmoil.

acquisitions form the core of the Museum’s
Chinese collections. Acquiring close to
19,000 archaeological, historical, and folk
objects — which span from the Neolithic
period to the early 1900s — Laufer held a
great appreciation for Chinese culture and
history. The objects he collected cover
diverse aspects of Chinese religion, arts,
and daily life across different geographical
regions and classes — themes which are
presented in “China.”
In addition to the Laufer collection, also
showcased are the Museum’s spectacular
collection of materials from the Java Sea
shipwreck, highlighting the exchange of
ideas and goods through trade. The artifacts
were excavated from the wreck of a 12th–
13th century trading vessel. The surviving
cargo and personal effects of its crew point
to the complex trade relationships between
China, Southeast Asia, and beyond.
“China” wraps up in the “East Garden,”
a contemplative space where visitors can
relax after viewing the exhibition. Inspired
by Chinese rock gardens, the space has a
contemporary feel with strong connections
to nature and classic Chinese aesthetics.
Eight spirit stones — donated to the
Museum by the Municipal Government of
Suzhou, China — serve as the centerpiece
for the East Garden. In traditional Chinese
gardens, spirit stones often resemble
mountains and inspire visions of idealized
landscapes.
As part of the creation of the new
China exhibition, the current display of
800 Tibetan artifacts at The Field will be
renamed the Cyrus Tang Hall of China
Tibetan Gallery.
Tickets to “Cyrus Tang Hall of China”
will be included in the Museum’s Discovery
and All-Access ticket packages. Visit
fieldmuseum.org for more information.
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Hong Kong Food Expo enters its 26th
year
By Elaine Dunn
Milan may have the World Expo, but
Hong Kong will not be outdone! It will
have its 26th Food Expo mid-August.
On Aug. 13, the HKTDC Food
Expo, Hong Kong International Tea
Fair, Home Delights Expo and the
International Conference & Exhibition
of the Modernization of Chinese
Medicine & Health Products (ICMCM)
will open concurrently at the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre.
The concurrent fairs offer a one-stop
sourcing platform for buyers and create
new possibilities for crossover business
over several days, Aug. 13-17.
According to a news release,
Benjamin Chau, deputy executive
director of the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council, called the Food
Expo Hong Kong’s “annual signature
event” that provides an ideal trading
platform for exhibitors to showcase
their latest products to international
buyers, as well as featuring a wide
variety of products from which public
visitors can sample and enjoy. The wellreceived Home Delights Expo, which
was launched last year, will return with
more exciting activities.
Food Expo: serv ing global
delicacies, Aug. 13-17

This year, HKTDC Food Expo is
expected to attract more than 1,100
exhibitors from more than 20 countries
and regions, showcasing a wide range of
international food and beverage for food
lovers and trade buyers. In 2014, more
than 460,000 public visitors attended
the Food Expo and the concurrent Home
Delights Expo, while the Food Expo’s
Trade Hall attracted more than 20,000
trade buyers.
The Food Expo is divided into three
sections including Trade Hall, Gourmet
Zone and Public Hall.
Trade Hall will be open Aug. 13-15.
The first two days are strictly for trade
buyers to explore business opportunities
and share market intelligence. On Aug.
15, it will be open to public visitors.
Exhibitors in the Trade Hall are
manufacturers, wholesalers, suppliers,
brokers and agencies with products
for sampling and sourcing negotiation.
This year, there will be a Halal food
zone. Also featured in the Hall are
pavilions coming from around the

globe such as Australia, the Chinese
mainland, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Korea,
the Philippines, Poland and the U.S.,
to showcase their native foods and
beverages to potential trade buyers.
With such an international profile, the
Food Expo’s Trade Hall is ideal for
worldwide buyers.
Gourmet Zone has been one of the
key fair highlights that targets visitors’
craving for high-end delicacies. From
Aug. 13-16, the Zone will gather more
than 70 exhibitors, categorized into
four themes: Asian Cuisine, Chic &
More, Sweet Delight and Western
Delicacy. Well-known celebrity chefs
will perform cooking demonstrations at
the fairground.
The Public Hall will open to public
consumers from Aug. 13-17. Its
exhibitors can collect public opinions
and preferences. The Premium Food
Zone features an array of popular local
brands including Chewy, Kee Wah
Bakery, Maxim’s Caterers, Nissin,
On Kee Dry Seafood, Taipan Bread
& Cakes, Tung Chun and Vita Green
Health Products. Apart from local
brands, the Public Hall will feature
pavilions featuring Canada, the Chinese
mainland, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, the
Philippines and Taiwan food products.
Special events by renowned food
reviewers, prize drawings, interactive
games and seminars on food industry
topics will present a fascinating food
experience to visitors.
International Tea Fair: brewing
tea-trading opportunities, Aug.
13-15

Hong Kong International Tea
Fair has been the premier event in the
tea industry. In its seventh year, the
Tea Fair will feature more than 200
exhibitors from Aug. 13-15 from major
tea production centers such as the
Chinese mainland, Japan and Sri Lanka.
In 2014, the Fair attracted more than
15,000 trade buyers from 57 countries
and regions.
The Fair will be open to trade
buyers on Aug. 13-14 and public
visitors on Aug. 15. The major product
categories include tea, tea packaging,
tea processing equipment and testing
service, tea ware, tea craft and tea
technology. Visitors also can enjoy teafood pairing experience at the Friends

of Tea zone, where bakery products,
snacks and biscuits will be available.
To promote tea culture at the Fair,
the International Tea Competition 2015
will gather exhibitors from different
categories to compete for awards,
including Black Tea, Pu’er Tea, Aged
Tea, Green Tea, Oolong Tea and Others
such as White Tea, Yellow Tea and
Scented Tea, etc.. (excluding herbal
tea). A panel of professional judges,
including internationally renowned tea
experts, will evaluate the tea entries
through blind tasting.
Another signature event is the
International KamCha Competition
( H o n g K o n g - S t y l e M i l k Te a )
International Final. It will take place on
Aug.15 where Hong Kong and regional
champions from Guangzhou, Shanghai,
Shenzhen, Sydney and Toronto will
battle for the winning title. Other
highlights include the International Tea
Art Performances, tea tasting sessions,
seminars and forum conducted by
industry experts to discuss tea-related
topics and culture.
Home Delights Expo: showcasing
lifestyle trends, Aug. 13-17
The first Home Delights Expo
was held was at the Food Expo 2014,
where public visitors were introduced
to quality electrical appliances and
household products alongside their food
experience. With the enormous positive
market response, the Home Delights
Expo returns on Aug. 13-17, featuring
more than 120 quality and lifestyle
exhibitors.
A new feature - Avenue of Delights
- will showcase approximately 30
popular brands of lifestyle products.
The other two themed zones are
Electrical Appliances and Household
Products, which includes a wide range
of products such as kitchen appliances,
healthcare electronics, home security
products, bedroom items, beauty and

fitness products, kitchen utensils,
tableware and bar accessories. Some
of the noted brand names include CLP
Power, German Pool, Goodway, i love
kitchen, Kenwood, Ladyship, Ogawa,
OTO, Panasonic, Philips, Staub, Titan
Limited, Towngas, WMF and Zwilling.
Vi s i t o r s c a n e n j o y c o o k i n g
demonstrations by celebrity chefs,
product demonstrations, prize drawings
and infomercial sessions on healthy
lifestyle tips.
Modernization of Chinese
Medicine & Health Products:
promoting traditional Chinese
medicine, Aug. 13-15

The Chinese medicine industry is
developing very rapidly in Hong Kong.
This expo has become an effective
platform for increasing awareness
of traditional Chinese medicine and
healthcare products to Hong Kong
residents as well as international
audiences. Products on exhibit range
from beauty and fitness to health
supplements to medicines and raw
materials. “Hot” products include
organic food and massage devices.
The four concurrent fairs are
designed to provide and create synergy
that will benefit food industry players
and provide a fascinating and mouthwatering experience for foodies.
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Failure of the Tongzhi Restoration
By Pat Welsh, contributor

The main idea of the leaders of the
Tongzhi Restoration (同治中興) and its
antecedent Self-strengthening Movement
(自强運動) were an attempt to graft Western
technologies and methods onto a traditional
neo-Confucian society and government.
At first glance, one can understand why
this approach might appeal to so many
Chinese leaders. Confucian political
thinking sought harmony brought about
by officials possessing a high sense of
morality. In a Confucian society, everyone
knew his place, his duties and his loyalties.
From this, all would live in harmony.
Restoration leaders tended to believe that
prior to 1860 the state had failed to play its
proper role in the scheme of the universe.
They, therefore, sought to reexamine every
Chinese institution and practice in order
to create a working balance and harmony
among them. The failure of China to deal
effectively with threats and wars with the
Western powers seemed to be a warning
from Heaven.
In 1865, when General Li Hongzhang
(李鴻章) was trying to imitate Western
methods, the Civil War in the United States
had ended and the power of the federal
government was gradually consolidated into
something that could advance its interests
in China. The unifications of Italy and
Germany took place between 1866 and
1870. The Third Republic of France was
established in 1870. The foundation for their
foreign expansion was established and the
era of European colonial efforts had begun
to have adverse effects on China’s ability
to function as a sovereign state. In 1868,

Japan restored supreme executive powers to
Emperor Meiji, abolished its feudal system,
opened itself to Western trade and developed
her own interests in Shandong, Korea and
eventually Manchuria.
One leader, Zeng Guofan (曾國藩),
recognized the need to make specific
improvements in the fields of finance,
the civil service and law. He also sought
changes in the military system, undertakings
in reconstruction projects in the countryside,
rehabilitation of devastated schools and
libraries and changes in the way men of
talent are recruited for civil and military
offices. Other Restoration leaders sought
to eliminate local corruption, abolish the
sale of civil rank, and limits on the ability
of officials to secure appointments through
questionable recommendation.
The scholar-official class in China on
the other hand, proud of their superficial
knowledge and despising Western methods,
persistently advocated war against a foreign
power whenever there was a diplomatic
controversy. The Qing court tended to
mistake the scholars’ high-sounding words
for ‘public opinion.’ As a result, China
found herself unsuccessful in diplomatic
attempts to deal with Russia in the northwest,
France in Indochina, Japan in the East and
Northeast. Further foreign footholds in
China were gained everywhere by Western
interests. Despite the efforts of many
clear-headed Chinese thinkers, the Tongzhi
Restoration and the Self-strengthening
Movements were failing.
At the heart of the failure of the Tongzhi
Restoration was that the leadership failed to

reevaluate its thinking towards education.
Even the best leaders of the movement
tried to apply the outdated neo-Confucianist
thinking of the Song Dynasty of the 11th
century to a China that had found itself in
a vastly different situation in the late 19th
century.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y, a f t e r m e m o r i a l s
condemning Western learning to the throne
were made public, the scholars began to feel
that the reading of any foreign books along
with popular Chinese novels such as “The
Dream of the Red Chamber” and “Tales
of the Marshes” was shameful behavior,
as they did not advocate Confucian ideals.
Technical and foreign language schools
lost their support and usually reverted back
to emphasizing an outdated Confucian
scholarship. Many court officials feared that
following Western teachings would result
in scholars giving more allegiance to the
“barbarians” than to the Qing court. Clearheaded leaders who had recognized the
threat to China had to cope with aggressive
movements of Western foreigners without
the support of many court officials and the
local gentry.
On the military front, Restoration
leaders like Zeng Guofan knew that future
success in military affairs depended upon
getting the right moral men for the officer
corps. Toward strengthening the army,
Zeng planned to have foreign officers train
Chinese officers in foreign military tactics.
While the army did obtain some outstanding
generals, unfortunately there existed no
class of Chinese citizenry that could produce
mid-level officers of battlefield competency.

The middle and lower levels of China’s
officer corps were populated by scholars
who passed the literary examinations that
tested literary skills but failed to produce
men who understood the new demands of
the modern battlefield.
The issue of local control also became
a serious problem. Initially the state
did secure the acquiescence of the local
population. This had been achieved by
intensive indoctrination, guaranteeing
the legal and economic privileges of the
gentry and by supporting social welfare
measures designed to relieve the peasantry.
Unfortunately, China’s developing contacts
with the Western world inevitably weakened
the whole system of local control. Local
officials found it neither legal nor advisable
to apply Chinese law to foreigners and
their expanding activities. In carrying out
various treaty provisions, local officials
were often obliged to act out against
their own basic principles of traditional
local administration when dealing with
foreigners. The administration of justice
collapsed in the various trading towns and
treaty ports.
Not content with being outside of Chinese
legal jurisdiction, Western foreigners also
attempted to secure extraterritorial rights
and privileges for their business employees
and their Christian converts. The increased
economic activities in the treaty ports and
trading centers attracted large numbers of
Chinese from all parts of the country thereby
swelling the populations of these areas.

Continued on page 14
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2015 Diversity in Business
Award goes to China Insight
contributor Chang Wang
By Elaine Dunn

Chang Wang, attorney and chief
research and academic officer of Thomson
Reuters and a regular contributor to China
Insight, is one of the honorees to receive
2015 Diversity in Business Award from
Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal.
The award recognizes some of the Twin
Cities’ leading business leaders, owners and
executives from ethnic minority community
and the GLBT community. The winners are
those who play strong leadership roles inside
and outside their jobs and serve in industry
associations or community organizations.
China Insight interviews Wang as he reflects
on important persons and events in his life
and career.
China Insight: Congratulations on
receiving another award – this time from
the business community – in addition to the
two awards you recently received: China
100 Distinguished Chinese Alumni Award
from the University of Minnesota and the
Asian Pacific Distinguished Contribution
Award from the State Council on Asian
Pacific Minnesotans. Please tell us how you
settled in Minnesota and came to work for
Thomson Reuters?
Chang Wang: I grew up in a scientific
and technological family and community
in Beijing. Both my parents are senior
scientists at Academia Sinica, the national
academy of science in China. I was born and
raised in the Zhong-guan-cun neighborhood,
the “Silicon Valley” of China, where
thousands of high-tech companies, research
institutions, and dozens of China’s top
universities and technology colleges are
located. In fact, my parents’ residence is
on the same block as the Thomson Reuters
China’s IP & Science Office in Beijing!
I went to Beijing Film Academy for my
undergraduate studies and received a
Bachelor in Fine Arts degree in filmmaking.
I then went to Peking University for
graduate studies and received an M.A. in
comparative literature and cultural studies.
For nearly two years, between college and
graduate school, I worked as an editor and
correspondent for Science Times, a major
Chinese newspaper. In 2000, I came to the
United States and studied art history at the
University of Illinois. After receiving my
second master’s degree in 2003, I came to
the University of Minnesota Law School
for my legal education. I received my juris
doctor degree in 2006, passed the bar, and
have worked for Thomson Reuters ever
since. Thomson Reuters is the world’s
leading source of intelligent information
for businesses and professionals. I lead
special research projects and facilitate
company joint initiatives with the academic
and business communities. I also develop
and manage Continuing Legal Education
programs and diversity training programs
and serve as a resident expert on legal,
regulatory, language, and international
project management for Thomson Reuters.
China Insight: You have published
four books, and each one of them has
a dedication. “The End of the AvantGarde: Comparative Cultural Studies” was
dedicated to your late grandfather Zhou

Bo. “Inside China’s Legal System” was
dedicated to your “teacher and mentor”
Rick King. “Legal Research in American
Law” was dedicated to the University of
Minnesota and Thomson Reuters, where
you “found and read the law,” and “New
Tales of the Twin Cities: The History, Law,
and Culture of Minnesota” was dedicated to
“all the earlier settlers of the Land of 10,000
Lakes, and to all the strong, good-looking,
and above-average Minnesotans who live
there today.” Why did you dedicate the first
book to your grandfather?
Chang Wang: My late grandpa Zhou
Bo was a World War II veteran, war
correspondent and senior reporter for a
newspaper. He taught me integrity, humility,
civility, determination, perseverance,
tenacity, forgiveness and optimism. He
played a very special and important role
in my life.
Grandpa was born in 1923 in Shanxi
Province, northwest China. He was a son of
a moderate landlord and studied traditional
Chinese literature and art in his hometown.
However, his studies were interrupted by
the anti-Japanese war. In early 1940s,
he joined the Chinese Communist Party
and the legendary 8th Route Army of The
National Revolution Army. He led a team
of soldiers fighting the Japanese army in
northwest China and also was in charge of
reporting from the frontline. During the
wars, he seldom stayed in one village for
more than a week. After the Civil War ended
in 1949, grandpa was honorably discharged
from the army. When peace finally came,
he had a chance to pursue his real passions
– literature, art and journalism. He worked
for Henan Daily, the biggest newspaper in
central China and was appointed senior
reporter in the 1950s. He was a strong
supporter of then President Liu Shaoqi’s
social democratic policy. President Liu,
the nominal national leader who ranked
No. 5 in the Chinese Communist Party,
was murdered by Chairman Mao’s Red
Guards in Henan in 1969 during the Cultural
Revolution. President Liu was labeled
a “traitor” from his death until 1980. I
remember later my grandfather showed me
the pictures of him interviewing President
Liu in the ‘60s and told me the heartbreaking
story that President Liu desperately clung
to a copy of the Constitution of China as
he was beaten to death by the Red Guards.
Grandpa served the country with dignity,
honor, and a pure faith in social democratic
equality. He despised corruption and party
politics. In 1989, when the Tiananmen
tragedy occurred, he was disgusted and
disillusioned.
Over the years, I sent him all my
publications. He enjoyed reading them
even though he was not familiar with the
topics of Separation of Powers or Freedom
of Expression. He sent me his calligraphies
and paintings. In his last years, he could
hardly paint, draw, or even read anymore.
After I had settled in Minnesota, every time
I went back to China, I could only spend one
or two days with him and grandma – mostly
in the hospital. I never had a chance to tell

Rick King (left) and Chang Wang (right) at 2015 Asian Pacific Leadership Awards dinner
him what I do, what kind of life I have in
Minnesota, and how much I love him. I
missed the opportunity forever. But I know
he is always here with me; I know he would
have been pleased to know that I am writing
a treatise on comparative constitutional law.
China Insight: You credited your
“teacher and mentor” Rick King, Chief
Operating Officer – Technology, Thomson
Reuters, for all your career accomplishments.
Is Rick the most important individual who
changed and shaped your career?
Chang Wang: Yes. Without Rick’s
trust and mentoring, none of my career
accomplishments would have been possible.
I am most fortunate to work on Rick’s
team at Thomson Reuters. Under his
leadership, Thomson Reuters has built strong
partnerships with science and technology
communities, universities, and government
agencies; and we enjoy many benefits from
these collaborative relationships. I am
honored to participate in joint initiatives
with the law school, business school, and
the international offices at the University
of Minnesota, Minneapolis Institute of Arts,
Minnesota State government, the Supreme
Court of Minnesota, Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport and Minnesota Public
Radio.
Rick is a senior business executive with
profound intelligence, superb management
skills, and tremendous integrity. In short,
he is a wise man with a big heart who
teaches me modesty, honesty, empathy,
compassion, confidence, patience, tolerance
and professionalism.
In addition, I consider Rick a true
example of “diversity in business.” Diversity
does not only mean race or gender diversity,
diversity is first and foremost an openminded way of understanding, i.e., empathy.

Empathy is the capacity to understand what
another person is experiencing from within
the other person’s frame of reference,
the capacity to place oneself in another’s
shoes. Rick excels in positive psychology:
his unique capacity of empathy is inspiring
and motivating.
China Insight: What do you think the
major difference in your life and career
between east and west – China and the U.S.?
Chang Wang: I consider myself most
fortunate to be able to appreciate the
beauty and charm of Chinese arts and
culture, while functioning freely in the
American system of equal protection and
fundamental fairness. In fact, there are
only two things that can bring me close
to tears: Chinese literature and American
law. To illustrate the major difference
between the two parallel universes, I
would like to share with you a paragraph
from the preface to “My Life in China
and America,” the autobiography of Yung
Wing, the first Chinese student to graduate
from an American university. It said,
“Would it not be strange, if an Occidental
education, continually exemplified by an
Occidental civilization, had not wrought
upon an Oriental such a metamorphosis
in his inward nature as to make him feel
and act as though he were a being coming
from a different world, when he confronted
one so diametrically different? This was
precisely my case, and yet neither patriotism
nor the love of my fellow countrymen had
been weakened. On the contrary, they had
increased in strength from sympathy.”
Wang holds associate and adjunct
professorships at seven top law schools
in the U.S., China, Switzerland, Italy, and
Austria. He and his family reside in St. Paul
and Beijing.
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Kin Moy, a native of Mound, Minnesota,
named next AIT director

By Gregh Hugh

U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
for East Asia, Kin Moy is set to take over
as the director of the American Institute
in Taiwan (AIT) later this summer. Moy
will be the first director of Chinese descent

for AIT since the office was established in
1979, after the U.S. switched diplomatic
recognition from Taipei to Beijing. The
Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 created the
American Institute in Taiwan to conduct
the commercial, cultural and other relations
between the people of the United States and
the people of Taiwan.
Moy has extensive working experience
of Taiwan-U.S. affairs, having served in
the U.S. Foreign Service for more than 20
years, and will succeed current AIT Director
Christopher Marut. . Most recently, he was
responsible for Taiwan, China and Mongolia
affairs.
Prior to that assignment, Moy served as
a senior adviser to former U.S. Secretaries
of State Hillary Clinton, Condoleezza Rice
and Madeleine Albright.
In addition, he had served in the U.S.
embassies in Beijing, Seoul and the U.S.
Consulate in Busan, South Korea.
As a career member of the U.S. Senior
Foreign Service, he holds the rank of
minister counselor.
Moy, married with four children,
currently resides in Bethesda, Maryland.
He graduated from Columbia University

and the University of Minnesota, and speaks
fluent Mandarin. He spent his youth in
Mound, Minn., where his family owned
and operated the House of Moy restaurant
He takes over as director of the AIT
at a particularly sensitive time, with the
presidential and legislative elections in
Taiwan in January next year.
Moy is also expected to be deeply
involved in Taiwan’s bid to join the TransPacific Partnership (TPP) trade agreement
next year.
“Maintaining and deepening our strong
unofficial relations with Taiwan is an
important part of U.S. engagement in Asia,”
Moy said in his most recent major speech
on U.S.-Taiwan affairs at the Carnegie
Endowment.
He said that much of the history of the
21st century would be written in Asia and
a critical part of the U.S. strategy would
be “building the comprehensive, durable,
mutually beneficial relationship between
the US and Taiwan.”
“Our broad ranging, unofficial
relationship is deeply in the interests of the
US. It is founded on our shared values — a
commitment to freedom and democracy —

and cultivated through our ongoing spirit of
cooperation,” Moy said.
Taiwan is recognized around the world,
he said, as a model for both economic
development and democratic reform.
Moy said that the US fully supports
Taiwan’s membership in international
organizations where statehood is not a
requirement and encourages Taiwan’s
“meaningful participation” in organizations
where its membership is not possible.
On cross-strait relations, Moy said in the
Carnegie speech that the US commended
the progress achieved in recent years and
encouraged both sides to continue those
efforts.
“The reason is straightforward;
maintenance of cross-strait stability is
essential to the US goal of promoting peace
and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region,”
he said.
In Taipei, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
spokesperson Anna Kao (高安) said the
government welcomes the appointment of
Moy, who has played a part in mapping out
US policies on Asia-Pacific affairs and “is
familiar with the development of TaipeiWashington ties.”

Hoyt Hsiao, Shaw-Lundquist CEO, receives
MEDA Entrepreneur Award

By Gregh Hugh
The Metropolitan Economic
Development Association (MEDA) recently
honored Hoyt Hsiao, president and CEO of
Shaw-Lundquist Associates, Inc. with the
MEDA Charles W. Poe Jr., Entrepreneur of
the Year Award. This award recognizes those
that exhibit best business practices, business
growth, leadership and philanthropy. The
award was presented during MEDA’s
Annual Recognition Luncheon on June 3at
the Minneapolis Hilton Hotel. The luncheon
honors the successes and dedication of
MEDA clients, corporate partners and
volunteers who have excelled in their
talents, achievements and their contribution
to helping entrepreneurs of color succeed.
“It is my privilege to honor Hoyt
Hsiao; he exemplifies the entrepreneurial
spirit, tenacity and business savvy skills
that MEDA fosters in our clients,” said
Gary L. Cunningham, MEDA president and
CEO. “He leads his company on its path
to continuous and sustainable growth with
heart and integrity. His focus on improving

The Hsiao family at luncheon, l to r:
wife LUO Zhen Z., Hoyt, brother Holden (Shaw Lundquist, V.P.) and mother Jennie

Hoyt accepting award.
the community is an example to us all.”
Shaw-Lundquist (www.shawlundquist.
com) was ranked as the 20th-largest general
contractor in the Twin Cities last year,

with $59 million in revenue, according to
Business Journal research.
The Eagan-based company has
about 80 employees. Some of its recent
projects include Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Minnesota’s insurance center in Edina,
Hennepin County’s Walker Library in
Uptown (Minneapolis) and the Excelsior
Library in Excelsior.
Hsiao’s father, Fred Hsiao (Shaw) cofounded the general contracting company
in 1974. The younger Hsiao worked at the
company growing up and signed on fulltime in 1987, after he earned a business
degree from the University of Minnesota’s
Carlson School of Management.

Hsiao has received many awards during
his career, including in 2008 when he was
honored as a minority business executive
by The Business Journal. His volunteer
activities include serving on the boards of
Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity and the
Children’s Theatre Co.
Several other community and individual
partners also received awards during
the June luncheon. These organizations
include:
Corporation of the Year – Xcel Energy
Over the past quarter century, Xcel
Energy has sustained an unparalleled
commitment to MEDA and entrepreneurs of
color. Xcel Energy actively seeks business

relationships with minority companies and
awards meaningful contracts, including
significant work to Shaw Lundquist and
Associates, the firm led by the Entrepreneur
of the Year, Hoyt Hsiao.
MEDA Legacy Award – Beckwith
Horton
“Beck” lived the MEDA mission.
In 1988, he said, “If a major role of
philanthropy is to promote human welfare,
the best way to promote it is to give them
(sic) a job. We need to bring jobs back to
the central cities to have a prayer of a chance
of saving our inner cities.” To share his
success with fellow African-Americans,
Beck brought jobs to the people by starting
Microtron Inc., an auto parts manufacturer
in north Minneapolis. Horton passed away
in December 2010.
Volunteer of the Year – Joel Lebewitz,
Lurie Besikof Lapidus & Company, LLP
With his astounding financial expertise
and his unique insight into client needs,
Lebewitz has been a critical advisor to
entrepreneurs of color as they progress
from startup to growth and expansion. His
rapid response to requests for help produced
highly complex accounting solutions to
financial challenges facing clients. His
guidance helped business owners to manage
financial results and plan for future success.

About MEDA

MEDA is a nonprofit organization
that serves Minnesota businesses owned
and managed by entrepreneurs of color.
MEDA provides the best in consulting
expertise, federal funding opportunities,
financing, government procurement,
leadership development, corporate
networking, mentoring and educational
opportunities. For more information, visit
www.meda.net.
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China issues first white paper on military
strategy
By Li Xiaokun, China Daily, May 26
Accordingly, the paper said the navy
of the People's Liberation Army will
"gradually shift its focus from 'offshore
waters defense' to a combination of 'offshore
waters defense' and 'open seas protection'".
It also mentioned an adjustment in
preparations for military struggle. Following
the guideline set in 2004 in order to win
“informationized local wars”, the new
expression highlighted maritime military
struggle.

The white paper on China's military strategy is seen at a press conference of the Ministry
of National Defense on Tuesday. [Photo by Zhang Wei/Asianewsphoto]
On Tuesday, Beijing issued its first
white paper on military strategy, ushering
in greater military transparency by giving
details of the direction of its military buildup
to other nations.
The document of about 9,000 Chinese
characters revealed a list of new expressions
that have never before appeared in Chinese
white papers.
In the preface it reaffirmed China's
adherence to peaceful development and its
"active defense" military strategy.
It interpreted the policy as "We will not
attack unless we are attacked, but we will
surely counterattack if attacked".
"China will never seek hegemony or
expansion," it added.

On China's security environment, it
mentioned increasing security challenges
brought by certain countries, citing the
growing US military presence in Asia and
Japan's major adjustment in its security
policies.
For the first time, the paper noted that
"some offshore neighbors take provocative
actions and reinforce their military presence
on China's reefs and islands that they have
illegally occupied".
"It is thus a long-standing task for
China to safeguard its maritime rights and
interests."
Vietnam and the Philippines have kept
building on some of China's islands in the
South China Sea.

China's air force will soon commission
the J-10B fighter jet, the most advanced
military aircraft the country has ever
developed on its own. [Photo provided to
China Daily]
Regarding outer space, the paper
reaffirmed China’s opposition to the
weaponization of outer space and its
disapproval of an arms race in outer space.
As for cyber space, it said “China
will expedite the development of a cyber
force” and enhance its capabilities in cyber
situation awareness and cyber defense.
The paper also noted that as Chinese
national interests stretch further abroad,
it will “strengthen international security
cooperation in areas crucially related to
China’s overseas interests”.
It said the PLA will engage in extensive
regional and international security affairs,
and promote the establishment of the

Failure of the Restoration

mechanisms of emergency notification,
military risk precaution, crisis management
and conflict control.
The paper highlighted future cooperation
with Russian armed forces, saying the PLA
will foster a comprehensive, diverse and
sustainable framework to promote military
relations.
On cooperation with the US, China
intends to build a “new model of military
relationships” that conforms to the two
nations’ new model of major-country
relations.
It will strengthen defense dialogues,
exchanges and cooperation with the US
military, and improve the mechanism for
the notification of major military activities
as well as the rule of behavior for safety of
air and maritime encounters.
Zhao Weibin, a researcher on China-US
military relations with the PLA Academy
of Military Sciences, said though the paper
named the US, Japan and some neighbors
which pose security challenges, it is not
written to counter them.
“In this chapter on the security
environment, we just objectively assessed
China’s situation.”
Wen Bing, a researcher on defense
policies with the academy, said China has
become one of the few countries that have
published white papers to clarify military
strategy. According to him, the US, Russia
and Britain have issued similar reports.
“That is indeed a big step in China’s
military transparency.”
Wen suggested the readers of the report
examine every word of it, as “there are so
many new expressions and ideas, through
which you can better understand today’s
PLA.”

Continued from page 11

These uprooted people tended to feel less
constrained by old Confucian principles.
Many young men began to wonder whether
an official post at the end of a long and
arduous period of study was really the
highest goal to which they might aspire.
The foreign treaties that the Qing court
signed with the West therefore tended to
alienate the local scholar-gentry upon whom
the Qing court were completely dependent
for local control. To the literati, the main
task was that of ensuring the survival of the
traditional state based on neo-Confucian
ideals. After 1860, this new class of scholars
may well have been moral officials but they
often lacked the technical skills needed for
administration of their offices in a changing
China.
Over time, many magistrates found
themselves deprived of their channels of
control as these new treaties threatened the
position of the scholar-gentry and literati.
The Baojia (保甲) system law enforcement
whereby families watched each other began
to fall apart as families became separated,
and neighbors no longer knew neighbors,
and the men holding the most influence were
merchants and comprador agents of Western
commercial interests who lacked the formal
Confucian training of the scholar-gentry.
Economic reforms proved to be

very difficult to undertake. Traditional
Confucian society had been supported by
a predominately agricultural economy.
Restoration officials knew that the finances
of the state and the people’s welfare were
mutually dependent. Land taxes and other
taxes of agricultural activities funded
the great majority of the government’s
expenditures. This Restoration theory of
economic stability had very little in common
with Western capitalist and socialist
conceptions. Restoration economics
theory was centered in morality. Its goal
was political stability and harmony among
the people.
Then, too, the Reformers and literati
lacked a sufficient understanding of human
nature. They were out of touch with the
realities of living as a peasant farmer or as a
merchant. The Confucian ideal was a rural
population of diligent farmers who lacked
greed and who had no desire for a higher
standard of living. To Restoration leaders,
such desires to increase one’s wealth and
standard of living would only serve to
destabilize the state.
Regardless of how traditional Confucian
thinkers felt toward the lowly merchant,
the economic and political power of local
merchants and emerging industrialists, and
especially the compradors who facilitated

trade with the West, became greater than that
of the Confucian-educated local gentry. This
situation was especially true in the growing
areas of treaty ports and trade centers. In
these areas, the Qing government’s ability
to manage local controls gradually eroded
and collapsed.
Finally, another major reason for the
failure of this movement was that it lacked
cooperation from many senior government
officials. One well-known case of this
involved the Dowager Empress Cixi who
embezzled funds from loans meant for
improving China’s navy and used them for
building a new Summer Palace (頤和園)
just outside of Beijing.

Marble boat at the Summer Palace, part
of the excessive spending by the Dowager
Cixi.

In the end, the attempt of the Restoration
had failed. The traditional Confucian idea
was based on a reality that no longer existed
in China. The self-satisfied haughty Qing
court never had a sufficient knowledge of
the changing world outside its borders and
how these changes could affect China. The
Song dynasty that Confucian officials tried
to emulate never had to deal with avaricious
or adventurous foreigners possessing an
advanced technology. China would pay for
this willful ignorance until well into the late
20th century.
About Pat Welsh
In 2009, while teaching English at
Sichuan University, Welsh was asked to
give a speech where he was introduced
to the audience as a “pioneer of Chinese
American relations” as a result of his
cooperative work in international banking
during the Deng Xiaoping era. For more
than 65 years, Welsh has been learning
Chinese and has used this knowledge
both professionally and personally to
enhance his understanding of Chinese
and Asian affairs. He currently resides
in Georgia and occasionally lectures on
China to classes in World History and
World Literature.
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Doing Business with China:
Voice of Experience...Time to
look at business opportunity in China through
different lenses

MINNEAPOLIS WELCOMES SISTER CITIES INTERNATIONAL

JOIN US AT THESE FREE COMMUNITY EVENTS
Friday, July 17, 2015 10:00 AM at Peavey Plaza, Minneapolis
Opening Ceremony for SISTER CITIES INTERNATIONAL 59TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Minneapolis welcomes the 59th Annual Conference, Bridging Generations For Peace.
The Opening Ceremony includes a parade of flags representing 120 cities, the singing
of our National Anthem by Alyssa Herick, and remarks from Minneapolis Mayor Betsy
Hodges, Sister Cities International’s President and CEO, Mary D. Kane and other
special guests.
Sunday, July 19, 2015 1:00–5:00 PM at Nicollet Island Pavilion, Minneapolis
THE 8TH ANNUAL SISTER CITIES DAY & FREE ICE CREAM SOCIAL
This family-friendly community event showcases Minneapolis’s twelve sister city
relationships through multi-cultural entertainment, exhibits and children’s activities.
FREE Ice cream and refreshments provided (while supplies last).
Santiago, Chile | Kuopio, Finland | Winnipeg, Canada | Ibaraki City, Japan
Novosibirsk, Russia | Tours, France | Harbin, China | Uppsala, Sweden
Eldoret, Kenya | Cuernavaca, Mexico | Najaf, Iraq | Bosaso, Somalia

} minneapolis.org/sistercitiesday

When: Wednesday, July 15, 8:30-10 a.m.
Where: DEED Conference Center; 1st National Bank Bldg.,
332 Minnesota St.-Ste. E200 (2nd Fl. Skyway), St. Paul MN
Audience: Business
Cost: $25 if registered by July13; $35 after
Registration: Call 651-259-7487 or e-mail gloria.henck@state.mn.us
In 2014, the Chinese government, under its new and assertive leader Xi
Jinping, rolled out a series of internal reforms and economic initiatives that
should change the way Minnesota businesses look for and pursue opportunity
in China over the next decade.
Learn about the top Minnesota industries that could benefit from new
and emerging economic realities in China; common misunderstandings of
China; and the top ten things every American business leader should know
about China, its government and its business environment.
Guest Speaker: Duncan McCampbell, president, international business
consultancy McCampbell Global LLC; assistant professor of international
business, Metropolitan State University; former general manager, Beijing
Bowen Technology Development Corp. Ltd./Westlaw China.
Event Contact: Li King Feng, international trade representative,
Minnesota Trade Office, 651-259-7484 or li.king.feng@state.mn.us.

Data on Minnesota exports
Continued from page 1

surged 60 percent due to stronger sales of
Exports rose 2 percent to Asia all regions. The strongest performances in in Japan, India and Taiwan.
Asia were in optic and medical products
•Strong sales to Mexico (up 23 percent, sunflower seeds (up 111 percent, especially
but fell to other regions
•Representing one-third of the state’s
exports, Asia (up 2 percent, or $28 million,
to $1.6 billion) led in export gains among

(up $104 million to $400 million), followed
by aircraft/spacecraft (up $28 million),
pharmaceutical products (up $9 million)

Figure 2. Strong Export Growth to Mexico, Korea and Singapore Among Top 10, First
Quarter 2015

Figure 3. Major Export Markets for Minnesota’s Meat

and rubber (up
$8 million). With
growth rates
ranging from
28 percent to 31
percent, markets
such as Korea,
Singapore,
Malaysia and
I n d o n e s i a
mitigated declines

Figure 4. Export Growth is Limited Among Top 10 Product Groups, First Quarter 2015

or $100 million) and weak demand in
Canada (down 11 percent, or $141 million)
resulted in a 2 percent drop in state’s exports
to North America ($1.6 billion). Large
export gains in Mexico’s five main products
– vehicles (up $29 million), machinery (up
$18 million), food by-products (up $13
million), electrical machinery (up $13
million) and plastics (up $13 million) –
could not make up steep declines in many
products to Canada, such as vehicles (down
$38 million), mineral fuels (down $31
million), machinery (down $23 million),
iron and steel (down $19 million) and
electrical machinery (down $18 million).
•Exports fell by 8 percent to $1.0 billion
to the EU; by 9 percent to $148 million to the
Australia-Pacific region; by 12 percent to
$107 million to other European countries;
and by 29 percent to $41 million to Africa.

Exports growth in medical
products, miscellaneous
grains/seeds, and aircraft parts

•Between the first quarters of 2014
and 2015, optics and medical (up $89
million), miscellaneous grains/seeds (up
$34 million), aircraft parts (up $16 million)
and glass (up $13 million) gained the most
in value.
•The state’s four largest markets for
optics/medical products – Belgium (up
11 percent to $118 million), China (up
28 percent to $118 million), Japan (up 31
percent to $116 million) and Korea (up
92 percent to $78 million) – contributed
the most to export growth. Optic fiber
(up 91 percent, led by Korea and Japan)
and medical/surgical instruments (up 9
percent, led by Japan, Belgium and China)
had the largest export gains.
•Exports of miscellaneous grains/seeds

to France where sales grew by 1,663
percent to $11 million) and soybean meal
(up 218 percent, especially to Mexico where
sales grew by 397 percent to $14 million).
•Aircraft parts sales grew 14 percent to
$128 million. Steep declines in Luxembourg
(down $17 million), Mexico (down $6
million) and France (down $5 million) were
countered by large gains in Singapore ($28
million) and New Zealand (up $17 million).
Markets that gained $2 million to $3 million
were the U.K. (exports of $7 million), the
Philippines ($3 million), Vietnam ($2
million) and Australia ($4 million).
•Glass exports were up 62 percent, to
$33 million. Canada and China drove
growth in multiple-walled insulating glass
products (up 197 percent to $20 million),
which accounted for 61 percent of glass
exports.
•Machinery exports fell by almost
$100 million as demand plunged over 40
percent in Belgium, Japan and Australia,
and by 13 percent in Canada. Spraying
equipment, computer and office machine
parts, and construction equipment were
most affected.
•Although exports of vehicles fell 17
percent to Canada, the top market, and
fell by more than $10 million to Italy and
Finland, they grew by more than 50 percent
to Mexico and Belgium, second and third
largest markets.
•Meat exports consisted mainly of pork
(56 percent), poultry (20 percent) and
edible animal offal (18 percent). Korea
(up 42 percent) and Mexico (up 59 percent)
were growth markets in meat, especially
pork, which helped offset declines in China
(down 33 percent), Japan (down 36 percent)
and Australia (down 69 percent).
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CHFF introduces “Dream of the Red
Chamber” Act I
By Greg Hugh

On June 28, an eclectic group of
Chinese cultural art supporters gathered
in the Gramercy Park party room to
learn about the latest developments
about the opera project commissioned
by the Chinese Heritage Foundation
Friends (CHFF) based on the classic
Chinese novel, “Dream of the Red
Chamber.”
As with most CHFF functions, the
“Dream” presentation was preceded
by a luncheon and an opportunity for
attendees to socialize with each other.
With the world premiere
production of the “Dream of the
Red Chamber” opera by the San
Francisco Opera only just a little
over a year away, the event, billed
as an “Introduction to Act I,”
was held to familiarize everyone
with the storyline, which is being
written and performed in English.
The program for the afternoon
b e g a n w i t h P e a r l B e rg a d ,
executive director of the Chinese
Heritage Foundation, welcoming
the gathering that have supported
this project along with a warm
welcome especially to those
who are new to CHFF and the
“Dream” project.
Bergad stated, “We are
here to celebrate our project to
commission a new opera based on
the Chinese classic novel,” Dream
of the Red Chamber (紅樓夢) by
Cao Xueqin, to be premiered
by the San Francisco Opera
in September 2016. SFO has
assembled a sterling international
artistic team to produce this
opera, including composer
Bright Sheng, librettist David
Henry Hwang, stage director
Stan Lai and costume designer
Timmy Yip.” CHFF provided
all attendees with a “Dream”
brochure about the project and

credentials of its world-class “Dream
team.”
According to Bergad, “Dream” is a
long, sprawling novel: 1311 pages in
the original Chinese version, and 2480
pages in the English translation by David
Hawkes. Author Cao wrote in exquisite
details about everything: everyone’s
innermost thoughts, the fantastic clothes
they wore, the furniture in the rooms,
the flowers in the gardens, the foods the
characters ate, etc. And by everyone,
I mean everyone - from the main

characters to their numerous servants
and maids, the cooks in the kitchen and
the stream of visitors to the Jia family
compound. There had been two TV
series produced in mainland China that
claimed to be faithful reproductions of
everything described in the novel. The
first series from 2000 took up 36 DVDs
and the second from 2010, 50!
To reduce this volume of material
to a three-hour opera has been a huge
challenge. Fortunately, Bright Sheng
and David Henry Hwang, as colibrettists, have developed a script that
is tightly packed and dramatically fast
moving. Based on this script, Hwang
has written a libretto that Bright has
been setting to music, which he hopes to
finish by the end of this summer.
The goals for the “Introduction to
Act I” event were to:
1) Introduce all the main characters in
the opera
2) Go over several scenes in the script,
accomplished through utilizing scenes
from previous productions and YouTube
videos.
Bergad also went over a family tree
of the wealthy Jia family that showed
how the seven principal characters of
the novel were related. To follow the
storyline, it is imperative one becomes
familiar with all seven of them.
Throughout the presentation, Bergad

discussed how this story is set against a
backdrop of political intrigue and how
it tells the story of a tragic relationship.
It is a story of love and deceit played out
in the daily lives of the cultured elites
that is the Jia House. Power and wealth,
love and games, heaven and earth – they
come together in this heartbreaking tale
of the ephemeral nature of life on earth,
as stated in the CHFF brochure.
At the conclusion of her presentation,
Bergad recognized the many individuals
who have helped put this project
together and invited the attendees to
make a donation no matter how small.
Another presentation is scheduled for
August 9, when Act II will be presented.
The goal is to meet their funding
objective of $300,000 by October 2015.
Various donation levels (Bamboo, Silk,
Porcelain, Pearl and Jade) are recognized;
please visit the CHFF website (www.
chineseheritagefoundation.org) for
details.
Previous articles on the ”Dream of
the Red Chamber” opera are available at
www.chinainsight.info - view the May
2014 issue from “Past Issues” under
the “Home” tab and see pg. 4. Another
article appeared on May 2015, pg. 4.

