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Hennepin County Library
celebrates APA Heritage Month
with Spice & Slice program by
Mu Performing Arts
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By Greg Hugh, Staff Writer

H

ennepin County Library celThe play’s title, FOB, is explained by
ebrated Asian-Pacific Amerithe character Dale in the first lines: “Fcan Heritage Month last
O-B. Fresh Off the Boat. F.O.B.,” which
month by holding its Spice & Slice series
are also the play’s closing lines. Dale
of events at selected libraries throughout
continues his speech by describing the
its system. The series was produced in
characteristics of F.O.B.’s, Asian people
collaboration with Mu Performing Arts
who are recent immigrants to the United
which presented a number of interactive
States. He calls them “clumsy, ugly,
and humor-laced productions which
greasy” and “loud, stupid, four-eyed.”
highlighted the “good, the bad and the
Dale himself is an A.B.C., an “American
Cast of FOB, (L to R), Maxwell Thao, Katie Bradley
truly ugly” of the Asian American exBorn Chinese,” and traditionally the reand Yefei Jin
perience.
lationship between A.B.C.’s and F.O.B.’s
to attend the performance of FOB, this was
The series included the premiere of
has been anything but pleasant.
a play written by David Henry Hwang in
American Bamboo, Japanese Taiko, FOB,
FOB is told in a style that moves quickly
1978, which earned an Obie award in 1980.
Hmong Tiger Tales and Korean Adoptee
between myth and reality, with the charSince then, Hwang has risen to prominence
Stories.
as a preeminent Asian American dramatist. Spice & Slice continues on Page 5
Unbeknownst to this writer who decided

Minnesota exports reach record
high of US$20.3 billion in 2011

M

innesota exports of agricultural, mining and manufactured
products grew to US$20.3 billion in 2011.
• The state’s exports increased US$1.4
billion (or 7.3 percent) between 2010 and
2011, continuing their recovery from the
economic downturn.
• The US$20.3 billion threshold is a record
for Minnesota exports of goods, exceeding
the previous record of US$19.2 billion in
2008.
• Minnesota moved up to 19th in exports
among all states, as Kentucky dropped to
20th place.
• U.S. exports increased 15.8 percent. The
two largest state exporters, Texas and California, had the largest gains in value among
all states.
Most of Minnesota’s major industries
increased exports between 2010 and 2011.
• Leading exporting industries were machinery (US$4 billion, up 1 percent), optics and
medical instruments (US$2.8 billion, down
2 percent) and electrical machinery (US$2.7
billion, up 13 percent).
Exports increased by 10 percent or more
to eight of the state’s 20 largest country
markets in 2011.
• Minnesota’s top five export markets were
Canada (US$5.8 billion), China (US$2.3
Note: Reports based on 2011 data
cover export data based on the Harmonized System, which covers manufactured and non-manufactured exports,
such as agriculture and mining, but
not services.

billion), Japan (US$1.3 billion), Mexico
(US$1.2 billion) and Germany (US$734
million).

About 8,280 businesses throughout
Minnesota exported goods and services in
2010, according to the U.S. Department of
Commerce, an increase of more than 500
exporters since 2009. These exporters have
an important impact on our economy, and
their success on a global scale can mean new
jobs in the state.
Exports are critical to the state economy.
• Manufactured exports are responsible for
an estimated 114,900 jobs in Minnesota,
ranking 15th largest among all states, according to the International Trade Administration of the U.S. Department of Commerce
(based on 2009 data). About 57,100 of these
export-related jobs are in manufacturing,
while another 57,800 export-related jobs
are in other industries such as marketing and
sales, transportation, and logistics – key sectors in delivering goods to export markets.
The following sections provide more details on exports by industry, country markets
and products.
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Regional Export Markets

• Minnesota’s three main regional markets
in 2011 were North America, Asia and the
European Union.
• Compared with U.S. exporters, Minnesota exporters sell a greater share of goods
to Asia (34 percent vs. 26 percent) but a
smaller share to Central and South America
(4 percent vs. 11 percent).
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North America:
• Minnesota’s largest regional market was
valued at US$7 billion in exports and accounted for 35 percent of state exports.
• The state’s exports to North America were
up 10 percent between 2010 and 2011,
compared with U.S. growth to this region
of 16 percent.
• Largest gains: Canada (up US$397 million
to US$5.8 billion), Mexico (up US$238
million to US$1.2 billion).
Asia:
• Minnesota exports were valued at US$6.9
billion and accounted for 34 percent of state

Exports continues on Page 13
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announcements

Call for submissions for culturally sensitive children’s books
The Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans, in collaboration with the Minnesota
Humanities Center, is seeking submissions
from writers and illustrators of children’s
literature for the Reading Together Project.
This project will publish and disseminate
culturally relevant books to educators,
teachers, students, parents, and community
members in 2012.
The Reading Together Project seeks to
address the lack of children’s books that
speak to the experience of being an Asian
Pacific Islander (API) child or youth in the
Unities States; support the development of
English literacy skills while recognizing
cultural heritage; to create opportunities
for children and families to learn about API
cultural heritage together; and to disseminate resources targeted towards closing the
achievement gap for API students by offering culturally relevant resources.
Asian Pacific Islander Americans do not
conform to one particular group or identity.
Rather, we are a convergence of many ethnic
and affinity groups working together to accomplish shared goals and objectives. The
project does not try to create a single Asian
Pacific Islander “voice”.

Guidelines for Writers

Stories should focus on a culturally relevant theme related to being an Asian Pacific
Islander child or youth in the United States.
Stories should be written at an early third
grade reading level – up to 10 chapters, 100
pages, and 10,000 words as a general guideline. Writers may submit a full manuscript or
at least three chapters of their story idea with
a storyboard and character development
outlining the complete story idea.
When submitting a story, writers should
include a brief story description of 50-150
words at the beginning of the manuscript.
Any genre will be accepted (non-fiction,

fiction, sci-fi, fantasy, etc.). The Reading
Together Project books will be published
in English. All manuscripts and story ideas
must be submitted in English. A manuscript
or story idea may be submitted with or
without illustrations. Illustrations that are
submitted with a manuscript or story idea
may or may not be selected. Any reference
to the writer that would enable the reviewer
to know the writer’s identity should not appear in the manuscript or story idea.
Manuscripts and story ideas must be
original, unpublished works. By submitting
a manuscript or story idea, writers warrant
that their entry materials are original and
do not infringe on any third party’s rights.
Only electronic submissions in Word will
be accepted following these guidelines:
Arial font, size 11, 1.5 line spacing, 1 inch
margins. The writer must be a Minnesota
resident.
The submission deadline for writers is
June 15, 2012. All manuscripts will be reviewed by a selection committee comprised
of project staff, educators, and community
members. Announcements will be made by
July 20, 2012. The submitted manuscripts
will be evaluated against the following criteria (in no specific order): cultural sensitivity
and relevance of story; understanding of
the generation/age group the book will be
geared towards; relevance to timely issues;
and quality of the language (engaging writing style, grammar, etc.).
Selected writers will work in collaboration with project staff from the Council
on Asian-Pacific Minnesotans and the
Minnesota Humanities Center to discuss,
review, and revise their story. If a story is
selected without illustrations, project staff
will pair an illustrator with a writer to create
a finished book. If a story is selected with
illustrations, the illustrator will follow the
creative process outlined below.

Guidelines for Illustrators

Illustrators may submit 2-4 examples of
their artwork. At least one example should
be black and white and at least one should
be in color. Each piece of artwork should be
submitted as a separate jpeg file.
Any reference to the illustrator that
would enable the reviewer to know the
illustrator’s identity should not appear in
the artwork. Only electronic submissions
will be accepted. Artwork must be original,
unpublished work.
By submitting artwork, illustrators warrant that their entry materials are original and
do not infringe on any third party’s rights.
Illustrators will create new artwork for the
project - color cover art plus approximately
ten black and white story illustrations. (If
illustrations were submitted in conjunction
with a selected story, illustrators will work
with project staff to determine whether new
illustrations will be created.) Illustrator must
be a Minnesota resident.
The submission deadline for illustrators
is June 15, 2012. All artwork will be reviewed by a selection committee comprised
of project staff, educators, and community
members. Announcements will be made by
July 20, 2012. The submitted artwork will be
evaluated against the following criteria (in
no specific order): artistic style and originality; and ability to match stylistically with a
selected story.
Selected illustrators will be paired with
a writer (if illustrations were not submitted
in connection with a selected story) at the
discretion of project staff. Illustrators will
work with project staff to discuss, review,
and revise the illustrations. Illustrators will
create the cover art and up to ten illustrations
for the story they are paired with.
Selected writers and illustrators will
work collaboratively with the Council on
Asian-Pacific Minnesotans and the Minnesota Humanities Center from July – October,
2012 to discuss, review, revise, and finalize
the stories and illustrations. Books will be
published and disseminated in November
and December of 2012. Selected writers
and illustrators will each receive a $1,000
stipend upon completion of the project.
Terms will be laid out in a contract with the
Minnesota Humanities Center.
Submit all manuscripts and illustrations
though the submission website. Visit www.
capm.state.mn.us or www.mnhum.org for
more information and to link the submission
website. 
This work is funded with money from the
Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund that was created with the vote of the people of Minnesota on
November 4, 2008.
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Perpich Arts High School
serves as setting for
cultural exchange for
Chinese students
By Greg Hugh, Staff Writer
The Perpich Center for Arts Education
(PCAE), a public arts-centered high school
for grades 11-12 in Golden Valley, recently
served as the temporary campus for 6 students and a teacher from Luoyang #1 Senior
High School, Henan, China.

Sue Mackert, Executive Director of PCAE
with teacher from Luoyang #1 Senior High
School
This exchange is the result of last year’s
visit by another delegation from Luoyang
that was Perpich’s first Chinese exchange
program. A group of students and teachers from Perpich earlier this spring visited
Luoyang.
The purpose of the Perpich program

is to immerse students in an experimental
cultural exchange. The visiting students
stayed with host families in student homes
over the weekends so that they could learn
firsthand what life is like in a particular
geographic area, building common bonds
of mutual understanding. During the week
they lived in campus dormitories.
The delegation began their 2 week
visit after their weekend stay with their
host families at a welcoming ceremony and
was welcomed by Sue Mackert, Executive
Director of PCAE.
Perpich is interested in expanding the
exchange program to become a designated
Confucius Classroom which would be tied
to the Confucius Institute at the University
of Minnesota.
As an agency of the State of Minnesota,
the Perpich Center serves students, teachers, artists, schools, and arts organizations
throughout Minnesota. The Center’s mission is to provide all Minnesota students
the opportunity to develop and integrate
their artistic and academic abilities to their
highest potential.
The Perpich Center for Arts Education
strengthens the arts education community,
and improves access to high quality arts
experiences to students statewide and is
actually comprised of three different components: Resources for Arts Educators, Arts
High School and Library.
For more information visit: http://www.
pcae.k12.mn.us. 

Perpich Arts High School welcomes students from Loyang #1 Senior High School

Call for Articles
Concerned about misconceptions about China?
ChinaInsight is a local newspaper fostering U.S.-China cultural and business
harmony.
We are interested in publishing articles that engage audiences in America.
Potential topics range from understanding daily life in China (or for Chinese
in America) to discussions of business markets from both an American or
Chinese viewpoint.
If you have an article on a topic that might be of interest to our readers, please
contact Greg Hugh at (952) 472-4757 or e-mail ghugh@chinainsight.info.
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Advertisers
Your potential customers
are reading C hina I nsight .
Shouldn’t you be bringing
them in the door with an ad?
Contact Greg Hugh
952-472-4757
ads@chinainsight.info
or visit
www.chinainsight.
info for more advertising
information.

UCBC presents
“China: A New Frontier for
Corporate Fundraising”
The monthly meeting of US-China Business Connections (UCBC) will be held on
Wednesday, June 6 from 7:30 a.m. to 9:30
a.m. The meeting will feature a discussion
about “China: A New Frontier for Corporate
Fundraising” The presenter will be John Evans, one of founding partners and Managing
Director of Tractus Asia.
Evans will provide an overview on how
U.S. companies can identify competitive
fundraising opportunities in China. Strong

economic growth in China has created excess liquidity and a fundraising opportunity
for early stage U.S. companies.
The UCBC meeting will be Dunwoody,
818 Dunwoody Blvd., Minneapolis, MN
55403. Free parking is available in the
student lot. Attendance is free for UCBC
members and for students. The fee for nonmembers is US$25. To register to attend,
e-mail ucbcevent@gmail.com or call Jim
Smith: 612-865-6543.

Dragon Festival – 2012
Lake Phalen Park in St. Paul, Minnesota
will come alive July 14 & 15 with two days
of colorful, traditional dances and music
to showcase the performance arts of Asia.
Dances from the ceremonial to the theatrical and are as varied as the colors on the
performers' authentic costumes. Each Asian
country has its own indelible sound even
though the instruments are rather similar.
From the mesmerizing sound of the Chinese
flute to the energetic Taiko drumming, Asian
music with its pentatonic melody sounds
exotic.
Dragon Boat races are the signature
feature of this annual event. These sleek,
ornately designed boats are each 40-ft long
and under 4-ft. in width. Each comes with a
drum to provide the rhythm for the paddlers.
The character of each boat is shown through
its intricately designed head and tail representing the most venerated mythical beast
in Chinese folklore--the dragon. The dragon
is believed to be a benevolent creature with
powers to bring rain (that guarantees good

harvest) and the power to ward off illness.
They will be racing both Saturday and Sunday on Lake Phalen, visible from anywhere
at the Dragon Festival.
Consider participating this year by
forming a Dragon Boat team or go for a
walk around the lake by joining the Dragon
Festival do.® walk on Saturday morning.
More details available at
www.dragonfestival.org 

culture
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The Journal of an
American Living in China:
“Country” wedding traditions
By Kent Clark, China Correspondent
The first week in May annually marks
the Chinese equivalent of America’s Labor
Day (劳动节). The first Chinese Labor Day
I spent in China was in 2005. As a study
abroad student at that time, some classmates
and I traveled to western Sichuan province
to mingle with locals in the Himalayan
mountain region. Fast forward seven years,
and I was back in Sichuan province with my
wife and her family for a cousin’s wedding.
I have attended more than a few weddings in China, and it remains a very enjoyable experience for me. There is a lot of
pomp and circumstance at many Chinese
weddings, with everything from large
sparklers that threaten any fire detector in
the vicinity to wedding hosts that make you
feel like you are about to watch 12 rounds
of boxing in Vegas. A romantic would say
these events are touching, and the launch
point for a long and successful marriage. A
cynic would say that they are a great way
to spend the day with friends and family,
so long as those people are bringing thick
red envelopes packed with hundreds. (Note:
instead of bringing gifts, guests bring a red
envelope called a hong bao (红包). The
closer the relationship to the bride or groom,
the more money is given. These amounts are
then recorded and when one of those guests
have their own wedding, it is customary to
give more than you received.)
This wedding was going to be different
though. As my mother-in-law described

Spice & Slice continues from Page 1

Cast of FOB with Rick Shiomi (far right), Artistic Director of Mu Performing Arts, in
discussion following performance at Ridgedale Library
acters occasionally speaking directly to
the audience. Grace and Dale are cousins,
living in the Los Angeles area and attending college. Dale is fully American, second
generation. Grace is first generation and
holds the customs of China in higher regard.
The arrival of Steve, an exchange student
and a newcomer from China, fresh off the
boat, forces them to confront a number of
conflicting feelings about America, China
and themselves. Dale is very confrontational with Steve, mocking his English and
manner. And in turn Steve is defiant and
even provocative. Grace tries to keep the
conflict from escalating but finds herself
increasingly drawn to Steve. Grace decides
to go with Steve to a school dance and an
uneasy truce, of sorts, is reached between
Dale and Steve.

While certain aspects of Hwang’s play
would prove difficult to produce on a professional stage, this simple production at
the Ridgedale Library managed to pull it
off. The back-and-forth between the play’s
reality and elements of Chinese myth, while
an innovative and dramatic technique, does
appear confusing at times and detracted
from the play’s full potential.
The cast delivered a very energetic
performance with great enthusiasm that
captivated the eclectic audience throughout
the fast-paced production despite the spartan
stage. It’s unfortunate that there wasn’t a
larger audience to their performance.
Following the play, the cast along with
Rick Shiomi, Mu Performing Arts Artistic
Director, held an open forum with the audience.

Shiomi started by introducing the cast
members. The role of Dale was played
by Maxwell Thao, a Hmong actor appearing in his first Mu production. The role
of Grace was played by Katie Bradley, a
Korean adoptee and 7-year veteran of Mu
Performing Arts. The role of Steve was
played by Chinese actor Yefei Jin who has
been associated with Mu for over 4 years
and has written his first play and expressed
an interest to do more writing.
While some members of the audience
thought the play was enlightening and provocative, some were confused about role
the mythical Chinese characters fulfilled.
However, one cannot deny that FOB
is a thought-provoking play. Although the
piece was written in the late ’70s, topics of
immigration and assimilation are still all
too pertinent in today’s political climate.
By the time the characters in FOB reach an
uneasy truce, the audience is left to their own
devices to evaluate their perceptions of what
it means to be an American.
Congratulations to Hennepin County
Library for presenting Spice & Slice so that
the community could celebrate APA Heritage Month and thanks to Minnesota’s Arts
and Cultural Heritage Fund for its funding
which would be welcomed in the future. 
Editor’s Note: Mu Performing Arts
is celebrating its 20th Anniversary and
will be presenting Into the Woods, a Tony
Award winner, with a Mu-inspired twist on
this favorite musical: the casting, costumes
and staging are re-imagined from an Asian
American perspective. For details visit
www.muperformingarts.org.

it, it was going to be a “country” wedding.
All of the weddings I had previously attended had been in metropolitan areas. I
asked a friend’s Chinese wife what exactly
a “country” wedding means, and the only
thing she could think of is that instead of
drinking the Chinese liquor bai jiu (白酒)
out of individual glasses, they just dump the
bottle into a bowl and pass it around. I’m
an adventurous type, so this was welcome
news to my ears.
My previous experiences in rural China
all included outstanding scenery, gracious
people, and amenities that underscored the
lack of money and resources many rural
communities have to deal with. Arriving
this time though, I saw a different style of
farm life. Each person had a separate, gated
house with a small courtyard between the
gate entrance and the front door to park cars
or grow fruit trees. The houses are usually
not the highest quality of construction, but
they are very spacious and roomier than
city dwellings.
The wedding setup was in the courtyard
of the father of the bride’s house. There
were 10 circular tables spread around, with
orange juice, Pepsi, bai jiu, and a pack of
cigarettes on each table. The festivities
kicked off with everyone gathering at the
gate to welcome the bride and groom. Everything had been going roughly the same
as every other wedding I had been to, until
the chef walked out with a big knife and a
bigger chicken. My initial reaction was “Oh
man! I’m going to devour that bird!” As
my mind wandered to all the possible ways
the chef might prepare a delicious chicken
meal, I was yanked back to reality when he
raised the chicken and slit its throat with
the big knife. I watched in amazement as
he drizzled the chicken’s blood in a circle
around the merry couple, then through the
courtyard and into the house, where he
made a point to leave plenty of blood right
in front of the room where the bride and
groom would spend their wedding night.
According to tradition, the blood is not to be
cleaned for 3 days. After digesting what I
had just witnessed (I always thought throwing rice onto married couples was a little
tame, but I could never have come up with
this idea) I asked my father-in-law what the
heck chicken blood (and the subsequent lack
of cleaning it up) is supposed to represent.
Like many Chinese traditions, it is based
on a pun. The word for chicken is ji (鸡);
a word for good luck is ji (吉); and thus a
tradition is born. As for the 3 days, well,
the more good luck the better.
The rest of the ceremony went off without a hitch. The wedding host was energetic
and engaged, the sparklers were huge, and
we did indeed drink bai jiu from a bowl,
albeit an individual bowl. After returning
home from the trip, I asked other locals if
they were familiar with the importance of
fresh chicken blood to a brand new marriage. Some said they were, some said they
weren’t. They all made clear that different
parts of the country, even different parts of
the same province, have their own customs
and traditions. I will never have time to
see all the different types of weddings and
traditions China has to offer, but I do know
this: those chicken wings were darn good. 
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China’s Four Ocracies
The path to power in China is still dominated by revolutionary political divisions

Op-Ed Commentary by Chris Devonshire-Ellis
May 2 – Recent events in China, ranging from the jostling of power for seats on
the Central Commission for the CCP, the
downfall of Bo Xilai, and the recent escape
of activist Chen Guangcheng from house
detention in Shandong have all displayed
to varying degrees the changing faces of
China’s evolution. In fact, in over 20 years in
China I have never personally seen anything
quite like the vying for influence being acted
out in today’s contemporary political scene.
The fact that they are observable at all says
perhaps rather more for certain factions that
are involved in the path for reform than the
oft-lauded “freedom via internet” that many
believe is behind an unprecedented media
coverage of the struggles and power plays
currently underway.
Yet the fact remains that the politics surrounding the change in China’s leadership
and the extension of political knowledge to
the Chinese masses and into mainstream
media coverage for the first time are part
of the same evolutionary path. This is the
third leadership transition I have witnessed
in China; from an elderly Deng Xiaoping
to Jiang Zemin (it’s laughable to recall how
Jiang was regarded as “little known” and
“mysterious” at the time), from Jiang to Hu
Jintao, and now of course from Hu to the
apparent incumbent-in-waiting, Xi Jinping.
Flicking back through a 10-year-old issue
of Time Magazine recently, I uncovered
an article ushering in a new generation of
world leaders. Even then, Hu Jintao was
reported as being “an unknown quantity.”
Amid the current media circus surrounding
China’s leadership changes, one might find
comparisons as to quite how far China has
come in terms of openness, regardless of
being driven by the Internet or by policy as
perhaps the most unusual feature of today’s
coverage.
To the inexperienced eye, much of what
has been going on recently may seem an
unwelcome blend of unscripted events or
that the portrayals of certain leaders are
classic examples of “western meddling.”
Many more are simply looking on in sheer
bemusement as we are now all able to observe the downfall of senior figures like Bo
Xilai played out and splashed across media
channels globally. Yet all are related, and
can be identified as the logical result of a
Chinese ideology changing irrevocably and
in ways intended to prepare the nation for
the rest of the 21st Century. The doomsayers and conspiracy theorists may attack
the keyboard with angst-ridden prose, but
let us instead examine the situation more
closely and deconstruct the hype. China
is in fact becoming more like the United
States in its political structures, albeit not
yet in such obvious party factions. Merely
quoting “The Communist Party” does no
justice to the varying revolutionary aspects
within the CCP.

The Communist Hierarchy

Born from the proletarian revolution, the
conquering revolutionaries rapidly became
ideological heroes, with none more so than
Mao, whose portrait of course still beams
down from Tiananmen Gate just as emperors once looked down upon their imperial
subjects. Mao consequently developed a
personality cult, still strongly extant in many
parts of China today. His ultimate survivor,
Deng Xiaoping, chose instead a rather lower
key passage – his death, while mourned, was
muted partly due to his insistence not to ren-

der his leadership legacy (one of opening up
China to reform) as a personality cult. Deng
has obtained his wish. Yet his choice has not
been heeded by others quick to make their
mark upon contemporary China and to use
their own illustrious ancestors as a pathway
to contemporary power.
One hesitates to use the word “aristocracy” as the Imperial system was one that the
communists always sought (and fought) to
overthrow. However, despite the best efforts
of the CCP, a faction composed of Chinese
aristocracy has evolved. Even the term
“princeling” – oft used when now describing
Bo Xilai – has obvious Imperial connotations. It’s not a new phrase either – the term
was coined in the early 1900s referring to the
son of Yuan Shikai (a self-declared emperor)
and his cronies. It was later used to describe
the relatives of the top four nationalist families (those of Chiang Kai Shek, Soong May
Ling, Chen Lifu and Kong Xiangxi) and
was subsequently adopted by the Chinese
communists to ridicule the leaders of the
defeated Kuomintang in Taiwan.
When understanding Bo Xilai’s position
and the shockwaves surrounding his downfall, it pays to remember his father. Bo Yibo
(1908 – 2007) was a member of the Chinese
Politburo, also serving as deputy prime minister, chairman of the State Economic Commission and vice-chairman of the Central
Advisory Commission of the CCP. He had
previously served in the military in the fight
against Chiang Kai Shek (being captured at
one point) and was a member of the Long
March alongside Mao during the Chinese
revolution. That’s some CV. Although the
CCP has often made high-powered attempts
to limit the rise of the princelings, success
has been limited. It is estimated that some
226 “crown princes” are in positions of
power in China. These include Xi Jinping, as
well as numerous high-level positions scattered throughout China’s military, banking,
financial and reform sectors. In light of the
strength of such integration, one cannot help
but wonder if part of Bo’s downfall may be
the occasional trend by the CCP to throw one
of their own to the lions. Deng Xiaoping’s
own son and many others have fallen by the
wayside over the years, but there seems no
doubt that the establishment of a political
hierarchy, based upon a system of inherited
influence, has developed in China.

The Provincial Revolutionaries

Pretty much all of the above factions fit
into the revolutionary category by default,
however much of their power is centered
on the senior leadership. By “provincial
revolutionaries” I refer to the die-hard
guards that prospered locally, entered into
government in the aftermath of the Cultural
Revolution, and who again have been able
to pass on local influence to their children.
Twenty years ago I recall meeting much of
the Communist leadership in Harbin, where
the majority of the government wore blue
Mao suits and only a limited handful either
wore a tie or spoke English.
Most smoked, even during important speeches, and the obligatory Maotai
toasts, and while personally charming as
individuals, collectively appeared tough
men, unsophisticated, and as hard as nails.
I wouldn’t have wanted to have met any of
them on a dark night and I suspect many
had “previous,” as British 1960s gangsters
used to describe the likes of the Kray Twins
or as Marlon Brando might refer to one

of his Sicilian associates. However, like
the princelings, these original children of
revolutionaries who rose to local power
simply because they were the most demanding during the Cultural Revolution, now
also have offspring. That social creed of
power through intimidation has been handed
down to the next generation and we still see
this today – not least in the case of Chen
Guangcheng who was imprisoned locally in
Shandong due to upsetting and then embarrassing the local government. It’s a direct
throwback to the days of parading teachers
as dunces and replacing the intellects with
proletarians. China’s Cultural Revolution is
still being played out, and the style that got
them there is not about to be overthrown,
at least not by the likes of the government
and guards that have treated Chen so badly.

Meritocracy

The decision by the CCP to admit businessmen (capitalists) into the Communist
Party was only taken 10 years ago, in 2002.
To many, this remains a highly contentious
point. The inclusion of capitalists into the
Party could be seen either as an attempt
by the CCP to learn the best techniques of
capitalist leadership and to establish whether
these can be adopted into what remains a
communist manifesto, or it could be seen
either as a way to encourage capitalism,
the development of a meritocracy, or as a
backward step. Regardless, the concept of
a capitalist rising to a prominent position
of power within Mainland China remains
slim. Although much has been made of the
importance of getting capitalist methods
into the Chinese system, much of the hype
refers to the fact that the private sector now
accounts for over 50 percent of the value
added in the industrial sector and employs
about double the number of workers than
those employed in state-owned enterprises.
However, recent studies (prepared for
U.S. Congressional Committee reports)
have shown that the assets of state-owned
enterprises actually grew from the equivalent of 60 percent of GDP in mid-2003 to
62 percent of GDP in mid-2010. The sectors
which SOEs dominate accounted for 80
percent of the capitalization of China’s stock
exchanges at the end of 2010. Similarly,
tax revenues from private domestic firms
are less than 15 percent of the total. Of 42
Mainland Chinese companies in the Fortune
500 list of the world’s biggest firms in 2010,
all but three were owned by the government.
The rise of a capitalist meritocracy in China,
it appears, is still some way off in terms of
being able to muster financial influence to
any great degree.

Democracy

Given the scenarios explained above,
the capabilities for contemporary China
to enter into any meaningful exercise in
democracy on a national basis apparently
remain slim. It is unlikely that China, both
at a national and provincial level, is either
prepared or even willing to permit such
reforms to take place. The struggle then
remains essentially between three sets of
princelings, those concentrated on national
power (where ideological differences do
seem to be emerging), and, more importantly, the provincial princelings (children
of the Cultural Revolution, who seem able
to carry on the ideological upheavals of
those dark days of the 1960s when it suits
them to do so).
Given the two factions, it would appear that the Beijing power base – which
crucially controls national security – is the
place to look for signs of reform. Just as
his predecessors before him, little is known
of Xi Jinping other than he is a princeling.
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Yet his family background appears rather
different to that of the Bo Xilai. Whereas
Bo Yibo was regarded as a hardliner, Xi’s
father, Xi Zhongxun (1913 – 2002), was
known for political moderation and for
the setbacks he endured in his career. He
was imprisoned and purged several times.
Xi Zhongxun was more a logistics and
infrastructure man, making well-regarded
contributions to the communist revolution
and the development of the PRC, from the
founding of Communist guerilla bases in
Northwest China in the 1930s to initiation
of economic liberalization in southern China
in the 1980s following the footsteps of Deng
Xiaoping who introduced these reforms. Xi
Jinping, then, may possibly turn out to be a
reformer, much in the mold and style of the
current Premier Wen Jiabao. Much of course
remains to unfold, however faced with the
rippling effects of both national and cultural
revolution, it seems apparent that the best
way forward for China at this present moment is continuing reform.
Of this, the struggle for China’s future
must take place at the very top, and this
appears to be a campaign being won by the
likes of Wen moving away from hardline
ideology. Further reforms concerning both
merit and democracy will continue to take
time, especially in what can often be regarded as a provincial level of government
and the survival of power policies derived
from a far bloodier and more damaging
set of social circumstances in the Cultural
Revolution. That will take a steady hand
from Beijing to manage, and Xi appears at
first glance to possess the credentials and
the family history to know firsthand what
lies in store when Chinese politics becomes
unstable.

Footnote

It is of relevance to note that with
over 200 Chinese families in positions of
influence, the intelligence, education and
upbringing of their offspring will dictate
which sides win the hearts and minds of the
people. Bo Guagua may or may not drive a
Ferrari, yet the circumstances surrounding
his lifestyle appear to demonstrate those of
a playboy. In contrast, the circumstances
and modesty surrounding the children of
Xi Jinping could not be in greater contrast,
and this is for China’s good. Used properly,
China’s leaders may also start to appreciate the use of a greater freedom among
the media, and I believe that the wealth of
information concerning the current leadership is indicative of a move in this direction,
although much remains to be done. I would
go so far as to describe most of the nationallevel of censorship as benign, albeit often
irritating, yet this is still an improvement
from 20 years ago.
Regardless, one thing is becoming apparent. With power in China apparently being linked more closely to specific families,
and the democratic vote still to be taken
concerning the makeup of the new Central
Committee of the CCP, China’s politics are
becoming more aligned to the type of high
level horse trading and political influences
wielded in contemporary Europe and in
Washington than the closed door examples
that used to announce themselves, curiously
Vatican-like, with puffs of white smoke and
mirrors. In France, Marine Le Pen is now a
presidential maker or breaker, as her father
was before her. And with second terms for
the Bush and Clinton families and the continuing Kennedy dynasty still influential in
the United States, are Chinese contemporary
politics really remaining so different?
Reprinted by permission of China Briefing
(www.china-briefing.com)
Posted on May 2, 2012 by China Briefing
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The Minnesota Mandarin Initiative:

De-mystifying the Chinese
language
By Jodi Yim James, Staff Writer

N

Character Study

是 Shì

eil Bray is the Middle School
Chinese teacher at St. Paul
Academy and Summit School
(SPA) in St. Paul, Minn. He was a teacher
at the International School in Shang’hai for
five years before coming to St. Paul. Bray’s
goal has been to de-mystify the process of
learning Mandarin for his students. While
some schools promote their native speaker
Chinese teachers, SPA is in the unique position of having Bray, a very accomplished
non-native speaker of Mandarin, expertly
teaching his students to learn Chinese successfully just like he did.
The language department at SPA offers
instruction in four different languages:
French, German, Spanish, and Mandarin
Chinese (simplified characters). SPA has
optional international exchange programs
for students in grades 10–12 with partner
schools in France, Germany, Spain and
China. All students in grades K-5 study
Spanish, with the option to change their
course of study in the Middle and Upper
School. They can also study two languages,
adding a second “second language” beginning in grade 9.

through the language
program, is creating global citizens
and changing lives
forever. For 201213, the language department has hired a
native speaker from
Shang’hai to work
with Neil Bray in the
Chinese program.
All four language tracks at SPA have
partner schools in countries of their respective target languages. The Chinese partner
school is in Hunan Province, in the capitol
city Changsha 长沙. Rebuilt since 1949, the
city is now a major port and a commercial
and industrial center.
The first exchange with students from
Changsha and SPA was in 2010. It was
a “wild success,” says Magee. The SPA
students spent five days in a homestay and
going to school each morning with their
Chinese student hosts in Changsha. “Our
students wore the Chinese students’ uniforms. After five days together, they did not
want to leave and shed tears of joy regarding
their time together. They were so touched
by their experience that they did not want
to leave. They wore the uniform when they
came back to SPA. We did a second trip
with another homestay in China in 2012.”
At SPA, language trips alternate years,
with the Spanish and Chinese students going one year, and the French and German
students going the other year. Students who
study both languages can go on both trips.

By Jodi Yim James, Staff Writer

是 shì is a very common character that
is used in two ways.
是 shì can mean “Yes!” or “Right!”
Another way to understand is to think of
是 shì as a reply to the question, “Is that
true?” The reply being, “Yes, it is true.” 是
shì expresses agreement.
Here is a conversation with this use of

是 shì:
你是麦克吗？
Nǐ shì Màikè mɑ?
Are you Mike?
是。
Shì.
Yes.
是 shì is also the verb, “to be”, a very
common verb.
你是我的好朋友。
Nǐ shì wǒ de hǎo péng you。
You are my good friend.
是 shì is pronounced with the 4th tone.
Unlike English, French or Spanish, Chinese
does not have verb conjugations. Therefore,

this single word, 是 shì means - is, am,
are – all of the words we use for being. It
can be translated to mean "is, am, are or be
right". 是 shì can be used grammatically
to emphasize a point or to indicate certainty
of a point.
The written 是 shì has three parts:
(1) 日(ri-4th tone) meaning "sun"
(2) 下(xia-4th tone) meaning down or
under
(3) 人 (ren-2nd tone) meaning person,
a man standing.
In English, we say, “I think, therefore I
am.” In Chinese, being is expressed as a person standing under the sun – alive, existing,
(as opposed to not being under the sun or
being in the ground, dead and buried). The
sun shines on a person and they are alive and
well: “I stand under the sun and I am alive!”
A westerner may wonder about learning
to write Chinese characters. However, when
the character is as simple as placing the sun
above the shining down directional arrow,
and then placing a man standing, this is quite
logical and easy to remember. 

St. Paul Academy has had a Chinese
program for about ten years. During this
time, SPA has worked hard to align all four
languages offered.
Recently I had the opportunity to speak
with Paul Magee, SPA’s K-12 World Language Department Chair. He emphasized
that their four
languages do
not compete
for students.
Rather, the language teachers
are pleased that
students choose
their language
course of study
with motivation
Paul Magee
and agency. SPA,

At the end of their study of Chinese at
SPA, students have completed Level 5 of
Mandarin. They are then prepared to take
the Chinese Advanced Placement test if
they so desire.
Over the last ten years, as Minnesota
has increased its enrollment of Chinese language students 600%, schools like SPA are
growing their programs with study abroad
trips, hosting exchange students, opportunities for the AP exam, curriculum expansion,
and staff development.
Minnesota will never look back after the
Minnesota Mandarin Initiative. A language
learned is a life changed – forever. 
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With you when life

is a canvas inspired by dreams

Having concrete dreams and goals, and the perseverance to accomplish them, play a big part in your life’s
success. So does having a financial plan that sustains them. At Wells Fargo, we listen and understand
your life’s objectives before we present you with financial solutions. From investments to planning for
your children’s future, from home mortgage to retirement, we offer an array of financial products and
services to help you through every stage of your life.
To learn more about how Wells Fargo can help you today and for years to come, call, visit our website at
wellsfargo.com, or stop by and talk with a Wells Fargo banker today.

Deposit and loan products provided by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. Investment and Insurance Products: — NOT FDIC Insured — NO Bank Guarantee — MAY Lose Value
Investment products and brokerage services are available through Wells Fargo Investments, LLC, (member SIPC), a non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
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“Lantern Festival: Art By Day, Magic By Night”
opens Memorial Day weekend at the Missouri
Botanical Garden
www.chinainsight.info
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View the international exhibition from May 26 through August 19

Qilin
Photo by Keith Watson

New Shanghai Circus Thunder Drums
Photo by Leslie Wallace

Heavenly Temple
Photo by Kevin Lam Photography

Acrobats

Thunder Drummers
Photo by Brent Johnston,

(ST. LOUIS): The Missouri Botanical
Garden brings an unprecedented international exhibition to St. Louis for a limited
run this summer. “Lantern Festival: Art by
Day, Magic by Night” features elaborate,
illuminated works of art from China. The
striking sets, crafted primarily of colorful
silks and molded steel, showcase Chinese
culture, traditions and symbolism through
larger-than-life displays lit for evening
viewing.
“When most people think of a Chinese
‘lantern,’ they immediately think of a small,
round, hanging paper lantern,” said Lynn
Kerkemeyer, special exhibits and events
manager at the Missouri Botanical Garden.
“Visitors will be overwhelmed when they
see what our ‘lanterns’ actually are. These
are incredible, vivid, elaborate sets created
from thousands of pieces to form amazing,
large-scale works of art. When illuminated
at night, they are nothing short of aweinspiring!”
The Lantern Festival sets are erected
outdoors throughout the northern half of
the Missouri Botanical Garden grounds,
anchored in grassy areas, pools and fountains. People, plants, animals, buildings
and other scenery elements are created in
three-dimensional form by shaping steel to
make an inner framework for each piece.
Trained artisans brush the armature with
special liquid adhesive and stretch pieces
of colorful silk tightly across it to form the
lantern exterior. Seams are trimmed with a
shiny gold ribbon for extra finesse. Facial
and other fine details are hand-painted. Interior lights make each piece pop brilliantly
against the evening sky.
Each lantern set portrays an aspect
of Chinese culture, history and tradition.
Mythical dragons, traditional symbols
of the Chinese people, are represented in
many forms, from the mighty Welcoming
Dragon to the towering Dragon Embracing
the Pillars to the replication of Beijing’s intricate Nine-Dragon Mural. Several Chinese
legends are depicted in great detail, including the celebrated tale of Jiang Tai Gong
Fishing and The First Emperor’s Quest for
Immortality. Representations of the Terracotta Army warriors, Buddha, panda bears
and lotus flowers showcase well-recognized
symbols and figures from China.
Several sets are composed of creatively
recycled materials with silk accents. Tiny
glass medicine bottles filled with colored
water are twined together to create the
Qilin, a mythical hoofed creature that is
part dragon, part lion. Approximately 4,600
recycled plastic water bottles form the Sail
Boat installation. Around 40,000 individual
blue-and-white pieces of porcelain dishware
are painstakingly hand-tied with kite string
and transformed into the Porcelain Dragon
set—a pair of giant creatures fighting over
a pearl in the Garden’s central reflecting
pools.
“Lantern Festival: Art by Day, Magic
by Night” debuted with a festive, threeday Grand Opening Weekend celebration,
Saturday, May 26 through Monday, May 28
from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. all three days (last
entry at 9 p.m.). Enjoy traditional Chinese
entertainment during the day, including a

Grand Parade, dragon dances, t’ai chi and
tours of the Grigg Nanjing Friendship Garden (the Chinese Garden). Be among the
first visitors to witness the lighting of the
lanterns at night.
Lantern Festival continues throughout
the summer. View the “magic by night,”
Thursday through Sunday evenings, May 31
through July 29, and then nightly, August 1
through 19 from 6 to 10 p.m. (last entry at
9 p.m.). Stroll through the Garden at dusk
to experience the ambiance and elements of
traditional lantern festivals in Asia. Toss an
oversized coin with dangling red ribbon into
the special wishing tree. Turn your pocket
change into luck at the wishing well by ringing one of the gongs for good health, wealth
or happiness. Purchase tokens to exchange
at traditional artisans’ tents for souvenir
merchandise and experiences, such as pearl
engraving, seal carving or Jianzhi (paper
cutting) silhouettes. Watch nightly stage
performances. Shop the special outdoor
Lantern Festival Bazaar filled with beautiful
Asian merchandise and souvenirs selected
by Garden Gate Shop buyers. Pick up Asianinspired fare available for purchase at the
Food Court, including crispy pork pot
stickers, vegetable egg rolls, crab Rangoon,
fried rice, lo mein noodle salad and more.
Additional dining selections are also available for purchase inside the Sassafras café at
the Ridgway Visitor Center (open 6 to 8 p.m.
on Lantern Festival evenings). Be amazed
as the 26 lantern sets flood the Garden with
light starting at 8 p.m.
“Lantern Festival: Art by Day, Magic by
Night” is presented by Emerson. The Grand
Opening Weekend is presented by Wells
Fargo Advisors. Individual lantern installations are sponsored by Ameren Corporation;
Anheuser-Busch; BSI Constructors; The
Boeing Company; Drury Hotels Company;
Edward Jones; Emerson; Ms. Elizabeth L.
Green; HBE Corporation; the Konzen Family; Macy’s; the Missouri Botanical Garden
Corporate Council; Novus International;
Peabody Energy; Scottrade; the Gene and
Judy Toombs Family; UMB Bank, N.A.;
and Wells Fargo Advisors. Educational
programming is sponsored by the Regional
Arts Council; additional support provided
by Mercy Children’s Hospital. In keeping
with the Missouri Botanical Garden’s commitment to sustainability, Ameren Missouri
Pure Power will donate Missouri wind energy credits to offset the electricity required
to power the exhibit for nighttime viewing.
Admission is US$22 for adults and
US$10 for children (ages 3 to 12). No extra
charge to view the unlit works of art by day,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. beginning May 29. Learn
more at www.mobot.org/lanternfestival or
call 1 800 642 8842 toll free.
The Missouri Botanical Garden is located at 4344 Shaw Blvd. in south St. Louis,
accessible from Interstate 44 at the Vandeventer exit and from Interstate 64 at the
Kingshighway North and South exit. Free
parking is available on site and two blocks
west at the corner of Shaw and Vandeventer.
Visit www.metrostlouis.org to plan your
route using public transportation. 

Dragon Dance at the Opening
and Grand Parades
Photo by Leslie Wallace

Four-Faced Buddha

Chinese Lion dancers
Photo by Kat Douglas

Grand Parade
Photo by Brent Johnston

Chinese Dragon Parade
Photo by Erin Whitson
All photos courtesy Missouri Botanical
Garden.
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Elegant Ambience
at Little Szechuan:
West End
By The China Insight Restaurant Review Committee

Shandong Cuisine
Guangdong Cuisine
Sichuan Cuisine
Hunan Cuisine
Jiangsu Cuisine
Zhejiang Cuisine
Fujian Cuisine
Anhui Cuisine
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Many Faces.
One Territory.

W

e begin this month by listing the eight Chinese cuisine traditions, above. The
essential factors that establish a tradition include history, cooking features,
geography, climate, resources and life styles. Cuisines from different regions
are unique. Regional neighbors have genres that are completely dissimilar. If you recall
from the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, the number eight is particularly auspicious or favorable.
Of the eight traditional Chinese culinary traditions, Szechuan cuisine is the most wellknown. Szechuan flavors are rich and complex with spicy, sweet, sour, and salty flavors.
The China Insight Restaurant Review Committee experienced true Szechuan cuisine this
month at the new Little Szechuan Restaurant at the West End in St. Louis Park.
Our first challenge was actually getting to the restaurant. For two committee members,
their GPS system did not recognize the West End at all, since it is a relatively new development near West 394 and North100. Another committee member drove by several times
and finally had to ask for directions to the front door, since the Little Szechuan sign is far
above the door or street level. This new restaurant is actually situated between Cooper’s
and Roho, across the street from Rainbow Foods. The other restaurants take up a lot of
space, so “sandwiched in” describes this Chinese addition to the block. Also, the others
have bar crowds and are flashy, loud, and obvious while Little Szechuan is a bit obscure
in its presence.

Twins Territory. A place where players,

However, upon entering, one steps into a magically elegant Chinese world of tranquility,
sophistication, and chic. The décor is done with shimmering gold, soft browns, and black.
Our committee was completely impressed with the upscale panache all around. “Comfortable and fancy” was the comment shared. The privacy of the booths, the soft lighting,
and the artistic modern style of the design establishes a formal and restful ambience. Yet,
we would find that the prices were completely reasonable in these challenging economic
times. How lovely to find affordable luxury for our group of young professionals.
As the committee was seated, they introduced themselves as an analyst for a major
corporation, a national sales manager, an MBA candidate who had just arrived from China,
a non-profit administrator who is a former chef, an integration manager, and the China
Insight staff writer. All committee members LOVE to eat out and they LOVE Chinese
cuisine. They were fully up to the experience of giving Little Szechuan West End the old
professional try.
Our attentive young waiter was Joe. He began with serving us tea, white wine, a mixed
red wine, and a Heineken beer. Little Szechuan has full bar service, including Chinese beer
and wine, to accompany your elegant evening out.
Little Szechuan continues on Page 15

fans, vendors and even Mother Nature come
together as one. A place to celebrate home runs.
To cheer for your home team. And a place to
embrace all that makes us different. Join us each
day as we celebrate our community and we
celebrate diversity in Twins Territory.
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In Her Grandfather’s Footsteps
Yan Geling’s latest novel is based on her grandfather and was a work of self-discovery, she says.
By Yang Guang, China Daily

Photos provided to China Daily

C

hinese-American writer Yan
Geling has written about various
women with dramatic stories.
Now, she has switched her subject matter
to a man for Inmate Lu Yanshi. In her latest novel, Yan narrates the ups and downs
of protagonist Lu Yanshi’s life over half
a century. Born in Shanghai with a silver
spoon in his mouth, Lu is disappointed
with his arranged marriage. He goes to the
United States to study and returns to teach at
universities. During the political campaigns
of the early 1950s, he is condemned as an
anti-revolutionary and sentenced to life
imprisonment in the country’s northwestern
wilderness.
Lu gradually realizes how much he loves
his wife during the years in prison. But when
he is released after the “cultural revolution”
(1966-1976), he finds it is impossible to
integrate into his family once again.
“The story has been in my mind for more
than 20 years,” Yan says. “Writing it was a
process of self-discovery.”
She says Lu is based on her grandfather, Yan Enchun, who is precocious and
straightforward.
Yan’s grandfather went overseas for
graduate study at 20 and obtained his doctorate degree at 25. He was the first translator of
Thomas Hardy’s Tess of the D’Urbervilles.
Disillusioned with the political and academic conditions at the time, he committed
suicide at 40.
Yan says family members told her from
an early age that she most resembles her
grandfather, in terms of talent and temperament.
“It made me curious about my roots,”
she says.
Once a dancer, Yan still maintains a
slender figure in her early 50s. Her strong
will is easily detectable.
Born in Shanghai to a writer father and
an actress mother, Yan was a good storyteller
even as a child. Physically weak, she was
not good at playing games, but she liked to
read classical stories, such as The Lady of
the Camellias and Cathedral of Notre Dame,

to her young friends in the neighborhood.
“There were often times that I was not
satisfied with the writers’ characterizations,
so I would improvise and tell the stories the
way I liked,” she recalls.
She joined the People’s Liberation
Army at 12, performing as a dancer in an
art troupe. She volunteered to be a war
correspondent during the Sino-Vietnamese
border conflicts in the late 1970s, interviewing wounded soldiers at a field hospital in
Yunnan province.
It was then that she began to write. Her
first piece was published when she was 21.
It was a short story about the arrival of a
girl at a military station manned by seven
young male soldiers in Tibet autonomous
region. Most of her early works have a
military flavor.
After a failed marriage, she went to the
United States for graduate study in 1989 and
obtained her Master of Fine Arts in fiction
writing from Columbia College, Chicago.
She married Lawrence Walker, an American

diplomat, in 1992.
Yan describes her early days in the
[United States] as “traumatic”, due to language and cultural barriers. “I felt like I
was uprooted from the earth,” she recalls.
The insomnia she had suffered from since
23 worsened, and she once couldn’t sleep
for 34 days.
But sensitive nerves became the spring
of her literary creation. She submitted stories to newspapers and magazines in Taiwan,
which won her numerous prizes.
Yan is interested in fringe figures, such
as robbers, prostitutes and illegal immigrants. “The marginalized follow fewer
rules and are better material for a good
story,” she explains.
Her heroines and heroes are mostly
losers in life, because “winners all have the
same face, but losers are different in their
own ways”.
Several of her works have been adapted
into films, including the award-winning
Xiu Xiu: The Sent-Down Girl (directed by

HOW A SEED GREW INTO FLOWERS

Film director Zhang Yimou says the
script of The Flowers of War is the best
he’s encountered.
Based on Yan Geling’s 2005 novella
of the same title, the film tells the story
of an American priest, a group of Chinese schoolgirls, prostitutes and soldiers
finding refuge in a church and risking
their lives as they struggle to survive the
Nanjing Massacre in 1937.
Yan says the core of the story germinates from the diaries of Minnie Vautrin,
an American missionary renowned for
saving the lives of many women at the
Ginling Girls College during the Nanjing
Massacre.
Yan has often taken part in events
commemorating the Nanjing Massacre
since 1993. “Each time I returned with an
impulse to pen a story about it,” she says.
It was at those events that she met
Iris Chang, the American historian and
journalist best known for her 1997 The
Rape of Nanking.
Yan says Chang’s account of the Nan-

jing Massacre was a “great help” to her,
as it gave her a profound understanding
of Japan.
In 2007, one of her friends, who was
working with Zhang Yimou, recommended the story to the director. Zhang
was interested and decided to adapt it
into a film.
Zhang said in a previous interview
that the story attracted him because of
its unique perspective — delivering the
theme of redemption through 13 prostitutes.
Yan and scriptwriter Liu Heng worked
on the script, producing several drafts,
following Zhang’s suggestions.
Yan says working with Zhang was a
happy experience from beginning to end.
“He is easygoing and energetic,” she says.
“He likes telling stories, and some of them
are really inspiring.”
She took advantage of the historical
materials collected when revising the
script, and turned the 40,000-word novella into a 120,000-word novel earlier
this year.
“I want to convey the idea that only
after extreme events do men begin to know
their real selves and complete their growth
and transformation,” she says.
YANG GUANG

Kissinger's book a warning to China, U.S.
By Kelly Chung Dawson, Yan Yiqi and Lin Jing, China Daily
NEW YORK / BEIJING - If there is
something to offer a clue of how the world's
two largest economies should handle their
relations, former United States secretary of
state Henry Kissinger's book, On China, is
that thing, Chinese and Western critics said.
Shi Qiping, a commentator with Phoenix TV in Hong Kong said: "Kissinger is a
legendary figure. In the past, he has made
many constructive suggestions, some of
which have actually changed the history to
some degree.
"Back in the US, he has gone through the
presidency of 10 presidents, from Kennedy

to today's Obama. In China, he has also
witnessed the leadership shift of four generations. That experience helps him better
understand the current global situation and
where the world is heading for."
At the same time, the book also pointed
out the potential risks of future Sino-U.S. relations, which has also raised some concern.
"In this book, Kissinger says that right
now China and the U.S. are walking toward
two extremes, which are quite different
from the basic cultural recognition of these
two countries," Shi said. "The huge gap
between these two extremes would make

a new round of Cold War
or even war unavoidable.
This should have enough
attention from both countries and even the whole

world."
Kwok Yat-ming, a commentator based
in Hong Kong, said: "In his new book, Kissinger makes a conclusion that if a new round
of Cold War breaks out between China and
the U.S., it will impose negative influences
on the development of a whole generation
on both sides of the Pacific Ocean."
Kwok said as a senior statesman of the
United States, Kissinger is fully aware of
this. And it is unlikely that the Obama administration would neglect it.
In the four decades since Kissinger's
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Joan Chen) and Siao Yu (directed by Sylvia
Chang). Zhang Yimou’s adaptation of her
novella The Flowers of War is now being
screened (see sidebar).
She has also written scripts based on
her own and others’ works, including Forever Enthralled, directed by Chen Kaige,
a biographical film of Peking Opera artist
Mei Lanfang.
But Yan says she still prefers writing
novels. “The excitement of writing scripts
can never compare with that of writing
novels,” she says.
Yan lives in Berlin, Germany, with her
husband and daughter, a 7-year-old girl she
adopted from an orphanage in Anhui province in 2004. 
Reprinted by permission of China Daily
http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/

YAN’S WORKS IN
ENGLISH
The Lost Daughter of Happiness
Fusang, a 20-yearold woman, is kidnapped from her village
in China, taken to San
Francisco and sold into
prostitution. Soon she
becomes caught up
between two men: a
12-year-old white boy
named Chris and the murderous pimp Da
Yong.

White Snake and Other Stories

This is a collection of one novella and
five short stories. In the title novella White
Snake, dancer Sun Likun is imprisoned
during the “cultural revolution” (1966-1976).
Worn out by time and imprisonment, she
begins to receive visits from a mysterious
commissar, who resuscitates her old self
and erotic desire. But she gradually finds out
that he is a woman in disguise. Short story
Celestial Bath tells a sad and tender tale of
educated youth Wen Xiu, who is sent to the
countryside to work with herdsman Lao Jin
and sinks into prostitution in a desperate
attempt to return to the city.

The Banquet Bug (published as The
Uninvited in the UK)
Laid-off factory worker
Dan Dong goes to a fancy
hotel in Beijing for a job
interview as a security
guard. But he is mistaken
for a journalist and ushered
into a banquet where he
hears a presentation, eats
a sumptuous meal and
then receives an envelope
full of cash for favorable media coverage. He then
continues to pose as a journalist, eats banquets
and collects the cash. But the secrets he overhears at these events eventually lead him down
an intrigue-laden path.

1971 visit to China to re-establish contact after years of estrangement, much has changed
in the global power structure.
China emerged from a painful isolation
to become an economic powerhouse; and the
United States has been forced to re-examine
its role in a world that has Westernized rapidly even as it becomes less Western-centric
by the day.
In his new book, Kissinger explored
the shifting relationship between the two
nations, a tentatively pragmatic friendship
that the former secretary of state under
President Richard Nixon shaped over 40
years in his various roles as an adviser to
the White House.

Kissinger continues on Page 11
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BOOK REVIEW

Raymond Lum

Edward J. M. Rhoades, Stepping Forth into the World: The Chinese Educational
Mission to the United States, 1872 -81 (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press,
2011), 320 pp. ISBN 978-988-8028-86-3
Reviewed by Raymond Lum

Nineteenth-century Chinese in
the United States
often are depicted
in histories and
newspaper accounts as being
unlettered, unskilled laborers,
as many were. But
there was a special
group of educated
Chinese youths
who came here in the late 19th century
precisely to be further educated in American
ways. They were not, however, the first of
their lot. In the early decades of the 19th century, five Chinese were students at a mission
school in Connecticut. In 1854 Yung Wing,
brought to this country by an American
missionary to receive the perceived benefits
of American life and education, became the
first Chinese to graduate from an American
college (Yale). After his return to China,
Yung Wing became an interpreter and a
servant of the Qing government. Among
other activities, he was sent back to the
United States in 1863 to acquire machinery
to manufacture heavy armaments. He later
convinced the Chinese government to send,
in 1872, a very young group of 120 Chinese
students (most were 10 to 14 years old) to
study in New England with the purpose of
acquiring skills that could be used to modernize China---and also reduce China’s reliance on foreigners---without compromising
China’s traditional values. Thus was born
the Chinese Educational Mission (CEM).
The students, all carefully selected,
some related, were required while in the
United States to study Chinese daily and
on weekends, and to report to an overseer
appointed by the Chinese government.
Photographs reveal the evolution of the
students. The earliest show them in long,
padded gowns, but there are others of them
in the uniforms of school baseball teams or
in Western suits and ties.
Fearing that the students were becoming
too American and thereby abandoning their
Chinese values, the government recalled the
CEM in 1881. A few refused to go home,
others later returned to the United States
on their own. But even a mere nine years
of American education led eventually to a
number of the students assuming important
roles in a China being thrust headlong into
the 20th century and republicanism. Two
of the students achieved particular prominence: Shouson Chow became a leader of
Hong Kong’s Chinese and was knighted by
King George in 1928. Liang Cheng became
Minister (ambassador) to the United States
in 1903 (and brought with him seven boys
to study in Amherst, Mass.), and had been
knighted by Queen Victoria, thereafter using
the name Sir Chentung Liang Cheng.
The history of the Chinese Educational
Mission and its implications for China and
for Chinese-American relations is the focus
of this important book.
Rhoades is very thorough in his research. With equal facility in both English
and Chinese (one hears that he is half
Chinese and grew up in Hong Kong), he
has mined sources in both languages and
has consulted numerous repositories. We

learn, for example, that the boys mostly
came from educated families, attended a
pre-Educational Mission preparatory school
in Shanghai, traveled to the United States
in first-class cabins, were accompanied by
Chinese translators, and arrived on the same
ships that carried many Cantonese laborers
in steerage who were much less privileged
than the boys were. Most of the CEM boys
originated from the same areas of Guangdong Province from whence came the bulk
of Chinese laborer immigrants, but their
backgrounds were significantly different and
their experiences did not overlap.
The boys were housed with American
families, forcing them to learn English and
American ways in their new homes as well
as in their schools. By all accounts, the boys
were warmly welcomed and were reciprocal
in their responses. Young minds often are
open minds.
The author has made a judicious choice
of illustrations, both photographs and
etchings from periodical publications, that
show the milieu in which the CEM students
were thrust. Indeed, the experiences of the
students while in America are the primary
focus of this work.
The chapter headings reveal the developing and chronological story of the Chinese
Educational Mission: Origins; Recruitment;
Preparatory Training; En Route to the New
World; The American Host Families; The
Chinese Educational Commission; Elementary and Secondary Schooling; The Students
in College; Becoming Americanized? Recall
and Return; and The Returned Students.
In some ways the story of the Mission is
sad, if not tragic. What might have been different had the students been allowed to continue their education in the United States?
Might the continuation of the Mission have
significantly altered the development course
of a China on the facing overwhelming and
inevitable change? Rhoades thinks not:
“…even if the CEM had not been curtailed, the returned students would not have
revolutionized Chinese society. The reason
is that self-strengthening was never intended
to transform China. Its aims were far more
modest. They were to borrow the superior
technology of the West in order to protect the
cultural essence of the Confucian order. The
circumscribed role that the CEM students
played on their return to China was precisely
what was expected of them.” (p. 217)
Yet, the returned CEM students became
important players in the development and
operation of the Telegraph Administration, the Kaiping Mines, the Tianjin Naval
Academy, the Tianjin Medical School, and
the Zongli Yamen (office of foreign affairs).
Rhoades also provides some information
on other Chinese sent to study in Europe
and on Japanese educational missions to
the United States. He also records important
differences, among which was the inclusion
of female students in the Japanese groups.
There is a certain irony in the timing of
the Chinese Educational Mission: the Mission was recalled to China by the Chinese
government only the year before the U.S.
government passed the first of several laws
that curtailed the immigration of Chinese
laborers for the next six decades.
Another irony is that one of the most
strident voices calling for repeal of the U.S.
government’s Chinese Exclusion laws was
China’s ambassador to Washington, Sir
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Chentung Liang Chen, one of the CEM
boys.
My only negative criticism of this very
important and reliable work is that so much
information is inserted into sentences as
reference, asides, and alternate spellings
of personal names that certain sections
are difficult to read. For example, from p.
5: “…Tang Guoan was the first president
of what became Tsinghua (Qinghua) University (which was founded to prepare the
Boxer Indemnity scholars for their studies
in the United States); and Zhou Shouchen
(or Shouson Chow, originally Zhou Changling)…”
A particular delight of this book is that it
has been published in Hong Kong and thus
includes Chinese characters for names. That
allows readers who know Chinese to make
accurate associations and also to conduct
their own further research.
Stepping Forth Into the World is a significant contribution to the history of late
imperial China and to the interactions of
Chinese and Americans in this country in a
short-lived experiment that is largely forgot-

Raymond Lum
(林希文) is Librarian
for Western Languages
in the Harvard-Yenching Library, where he is
also curator of historic
photographs. A native
of Chicago’s Chinatown, he studied Chinese
there and in Taiwan. He holds a master’s
in library science from the University of
Michigan, and an MA and PhD in East Asian
Languages & Civilizations from Harvard University. From 1968 through 1970, he was a US
Peace Corps Volunteer in Sarawak, Malaysia.
Formerly, he also was Harvard’s librarian for
South and Southeast Asia and Instructor in
Chinese in the Harvard University Extension
School. He is the book review editor for a
new (debuting 2010) online scholarly journal,
TransAsia Photography Review, and contributes the column “Asia Resources on the World
Wide Web” to the Asian Studies Newsletter
of the Association for Asian Studies. He has
directed several Harvard projects that digitized
photographs and other visual images of Asia.

ten in both countries.
Anyone wanting additional information
c a n c o n s u l t t h e b o o k ’s e x t e n s i v e
bibliography and a website devoted to
the Chinese Educational Mission: www.
cemconnections.org. 

Kissinger continues from Page 10
Despite his major contributions, Kissinger argued that the Chinese character
- both in regards to foreign policy and
culture - is tied to a history that preceded
its relations with the United States by several thousand years. Understanding the key
differences between how each nation has
been molded is crucial in navigating a tricky
alliance that, regardless of his efforts, was
always inevitable, he argued.
China and the United States approach
strategy in the same way that their most
popular games do, he writes. Weiqi, or Go
chess, as the 2,000-year-old Chinese game
is known in America, "teaches the art of
strategic encirclement", while the Western
game of chess promotes the "concepts of
'center of gravity' and the 'decisive point'".
As such, "Chinese negotiators use diplomacy to weave together political, military,
and psychological elements into an overall
strategic design", while American diplomats
"feel an obligation to break deadlocks with
new proposals - unintentionally inviting new
deadlocks to elicit new proposals".
Kissinger's key role in forging a relationship between the two countries has never
been disputed, and his nuanced understanding of both cultures is evident everywhere
in this ambitious, sweeping book.
Spanning both his four decades as an
adviser to the White House and the longscope of Chinese history, On China has
been received largely positively by the
Western media, which seems to uniformly
acknowledge the weight of his expertise
and experience.
Brett Stephens of The Wall Street Journal wrote: "Nobody living can claim greater
credit than Mr. Kissinger for America's
1971 opening to Beijing ... and for China's
subsequent opening to the world. So it's fitting that Mr. Kissinger has now written On
China, a fluent, fascinating and sometimes
infuriating book."
Newsweek's Niall Ferguson wrote: "On
China, Kissinger's new book, is a reminder
of why our leaders still want to pick his
brains. […] he remains without equal as a
strategic thinker."

Henry Kissinger explores the shifting relationship between China and the U.S. in
his new book. [Joshua Roberts/Bloomberg]
"The most profound insights of On
China are psychological," he continued.
"They concern the fundamental cultural
differences between a Chinese elite who
can look back more than two millennia for
inspiration and an American elite whose
historical frame of reference is little more
than two centuries old."
Several readers have pointed to the similarities between China's political philosophy
and Kissinger's own espousal of realpolitik,
the belief that politics should be dictated by
practical and material factors rather than
ideological or ethical objectives.
"When it comes to talking about Chinese
leaders he has met, Mr. Kissinger, the hardheaded apostle of realpolitik, can sound almost starry-eyed," wrote Michiko Kakutani
of The New York Times. "His sympathy for
these leaders is not that surprising, giving his
descriptions of them as practitioners of the
same sort of unsentimental power politics
he is famous for himself."
In fact, it is this sympathy that has
garnered the book's main criticisms from
a media that takes issue with Kissinger's
reluctance to criticize China on the subject
of human rights.
"In this book, Chinese leaders never
sound unreasonable, but always sensible and
pragmatic, unlike the Americans, who make
unreasonable demands and have confused
ideas about democracy and human rights,"
wrote Jasper Becker of the Guardian.
"(Kissinger) gratefully accepts whatever the
Chinese leaders tell him at face value." 
Reprinted by permission of China Daily
http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/

PAGE 12 > JUNE 2012

geography

China's West: Generating Change
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By Lan Xinzhen
Over a century after droves of Americans were heading to the western states to
seek out new opportunities, the Chinese
government launched its own campaign to
put Western China onto a fast development
track. By 2010, thanks to the Western Development Program, the pace of economic
growth there overtook that of the eastern
coastal region to become a new economic
engine in China.
This comes as wholly welcome news
for a country with great regional disparity
in economic growth.
What do we mean by Western China?
Its physical area accounts for 71.4 percent
of the country, extending for [2.75 million
square miles]. It embraces the provinces of
Shaanxi, Gansu, Qinghai, Sichuan, Yunnan
and Guizhou; Ningxia Hui, Xinjiang Uygur,
Tibet, Inner Mongolia and Guangxi Zhuang
autonomous regions; and the municipality of
Chongqing. Western China is home to 356
million people, 28.6 percent of China's total
population. Minority ethnic groups constitute the main part of the region's population:
in fact, some 75 percent of China's ethnic
minority people live here.
Western China boasts particularly rich
natural resources. About 82.5 percent of
China's hydropower resources are concentrated here, but less than one percent has
yet been exploited. Among the 140 minerals proven to exist in China, over 120 have
been discovered here: coal reserves account
for 36 percent of the national total, oil for
12 percent, and natural gas for 3 percent.
Western China is ahead of the rest of the
country, even the world, in its reserves of
sought-after metals such as rare earth.
At the turn of the 21st century Western
China still remained inaccessible, with a laggardly economy; it could be characterized as
poverty-stricken and backward. But by 2010
huge changes had taken place. Perhaps the
most striking transformation is the advent
of expressways connecting provinces and
cities. Gone is the reliance on the donkey- or
horse-drawn carts of yesteryear that were the
most common modes of transport. If you
want to see these, you'll have to go to tourist
centers or movie locations for shooting the
"olde worlde" version of Western China.

A Ten-year Economic Leap

It is a huge source of pride for the people
of Chengdu, capital of Sichuan Province,
that of all the laptops sold or in use in the
world today, half incorporate an Intel core
made in their city.
After establishing a representative office
in Beijing in 1985, Intel made its first largescale investment in 1996 with the setting
up of its first chip assembly and test site in
Pudong, Shanghai, consequent to the Chinese government policy of developing the
eastern littoral. Five years later the planning
of Intel's second assembly plant coincided
with the government's announcement of
its Western Development Program. This
decided Intel to make a westward shift. In
2003 Intel Products (Chengdu) Co., Ltd. was
established and it now assembles and tests
60 percent of Intel's global output, having
absorbed the Shanghai assembling and testing functions in 2009.
Chengdu is the only location in the
world to test and assemble Intel's recently
launched second-generation Intel Core 2
Duo processor. Within just six months,
Chengdu became the only place in the world
to make this product.

and tourists from all over
the world. It was in these
frescoed caves in 1900
that a local Taoist priest
accidentally discovered
a hoard of ancient documents, paintings on paper
and silk and embroidery
dating from the fourth to
11th century AD – some
50,000 items in all. Many
of these precious relics are
still in the collections of
the British Museum and
Guizhou's Taijiang Wind Farm has become a popular tourist National Library of France.
draw.
The treasures of Dunhuang
are a miracle of world culIntel is just one of many world-famous
tural history, a showcase of exquisite ancient
companies to take up a presence in Western
Chinese art and culture.
China. According to the Western China
But as one of birthplaces of Chinese
Department of the National Development
civilization, ancient relics abound and
and Reform Commission (NDRC), since
astound right across Western China: the
the inception of the Western Development
terracotta warriors, the imperial tombs of
Program over 70 percent of the world's
the Western Xia, the site of ancient Loulan
top 500 companies have made profitable
state, the Potala Palace, and the remains of
investments here and have pushed forward
3,000-year-old Sanxingdui city are just the
economic development.
tip of a huge archeological iceberg.
China's reform and opening-up began in
Western China, as a gateway to central
1978. It was spearheaded by and focused for
and west Asia, witnessed the earliest bethe first two decades on the eastern coastal
ginnings of trade across the landmass, the
area and created a north-south swathe of
meeting and mixing of peoples, all of which
rapid economic development. By the midhave left their mark on this vast area.
to late-1990s, China's GDP had doubled. Its
Home to dozens of ethnic groups over
share in the global economy rose from 0.7
the long march of time, its many different
percent in 1977 to 7.3 percent in 2009. Delanguages, religions, animism, mythologies,
spite this staggering economic success story,
legends, songs and dances make Western
the pace of development was very different
China a place of great diversity, which is
between east and west China, engendering
evidenced in disparate feast days, dress,
an economic gap that yawned wider with
architecture, crafts, conventions, lifestyles
every passing year. Therefore, in 1995 the
and livelihoods. The variety gives Western
government announced that the focus for the
China a very special magic.
next 15 years would be on balanced regional
Geographically and culturally, these vast
development and shrinking the gap.
territories can be divided up into a number
In 1999 the Chinese government put
of large "cultural families" – the Loess
forward its Western Development Strategy,
Plateau culture along the Yellow River;
signaling economic expansion into China's
the Islamic culture of the Northwest, the
interior. The central government offered
grassland culture of the North, the Western
a raft of preferential policies in terms of
Regions culture of the Tianshan range, the
investment, land use and human resource.
Tibetan culture of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau,
Now several economic circles have emerged
the Bashu culture of the Sichuan Basin and
in China's West, among them Guanzhongthe upper/middle reaches of the Yangtze;
Tianshui, Lanzhou-Xining-Yinchuan,
and the Dianqian culture of Yunnan and
Hohhot-Baotou-Ordos, Nanning-Liuzhou,
Guizhou provinces.
Pan-Beibu Gulf and Chengdu-Chongqing.
The financial crisis gave the global
economy a pounding in 2008, but China Environmental Problems
came out of the crisis pretty rapidly, and its Addressed
In the middle and late 1990s sandstorms
economy has been one of the few to maintain vigorous growth. The Western China in Northern China deposited tons of sand
contribution has much to do with this per- in Beijing and other cities; this ecological
formance. The 2009 GDP growth rate table wake-up call forced a recognition of the
showed a reversal of the trend of the coast social and economic implications of envigrowing faster than the hinterland: for the ronmental degradation. The culprit was the
eighth year running Inner Mongolia headed deteriorating environment in Western China,
the pack with a growth rate of 16.9 percent, and the government realized that remedial
and the national average growth rate of 8.7 action was urgently needed.
In 2000 the government launched a
percent was conspicuously surpassed by
Chongqing, Sichuan, Guangxi and Shaanxi raft of projects in Western China, such as
with increases of 14.9 percent, 14.5 percent, returning farmland to forest, banning herding from grassland, protecting natural forest
14 percent, and 13.6 percent respectively.
But one should not assume Western and controlling sandstorm sources. That
China has caught up and that the problem is same year it stopped commercial felling of
sorted. In the first half of 2010 Western Chi- natural forest and stepped up the pace of
na's GDP accounted for only 18 percent of afforestation in the region.
In the last decade, the 12 provinces (authe national figure, and the average income
tonomous regions, municipality) in Western
lagged far behind that of Eastern China.
China have planted [75.71 million acres] of
forest, and the central government's accuEnviable Cultural Heritage
Gansu Province is comparatively poor mulated investment into eco-improvement
in economic terms, but its Mogao Grottoes has reached [US$34.32 billion].
Figures from the NDRC's Western China
at Dunhuang are a magnet for scholars
Department show that forest coverage in-

creased by 6.73 percentage points within
the space of ten years, and that forest stock
volume increased by nearly [1.69 billion cubic yards]. With greater forest coverage and
control measures, there was a concomitant
reduction in the area affected by soil erosion
and desertification; the result was a clear
improvement in the ecological situation and
farmer's living conditions.
In some regions of serious degradation like Inner Mongolia, Shaanxi, Gansu
and Ningxia, the area of desertified land is
[3,168.4 square miles] less than in 1999. In
Sichuan, the project of returning farmland
to forest has helped cut soil erosion by 320
million tons and to conserve 28.8 billion
tons of water over a 10-year period, greatly
reducing the quantity of silt carried into the
Yangtze along its major tributaries.
The NDRC said that in future west-directed investment would focus on developing infrastructure, the eco-environment and
technical education, with an eye to major
breakthroughs in infrastructure and ecological environment within five to 10 years.
The area of soil erosion in all of China
amounts to [1.42 million square miles];
4.5 billion tons of soil are lost to erosion
annually, equivalent to [16,465 acres] of
arable land.

Blueprint for the Future

The year 2011 [saw] the launch of
China's 12th Five-year Plan for Economic
and Social Development. An NDRC official
has disclosed that Western China is planned
to become an important base for energy,
downstream processing of resources, manufacturing and emerging strategic industries.
According to the preliminary plan of the
NDRC, the 2015 GDP of Western China
will double the 2008 figure.
The natural conditions of Western
China determine that emerging clean energy
sources will make wind and solar power key
industries in the region.
Western China shares a border with
a dozen countries, an advantage when it
comes to developing border trade. Xiao
Jincheng, deputy director of the Institute
of Spatial Planning & Regional Economy
Research, Academy of Macroeconomic
Research of NDRC, said that the Western
Development Program will choose new
economic growth poles like Kashgar and
Korgas, both of which are border ports connecting to the markets of central and western
Asia and of Europe.
Constraints on space and other factors
are limiting the scope for expansion in
Eastern China. Many companies originally
located here (Intel is a prime example) have
moved westward, prompted by the cost of
manpower and by economic changes. The
new trend means the East will maintain
steady growth within a certain range but
with no more big surges. Western China,
on the other hand, is sucking in more and
more business investment, thanks to its
advantages of available land, labor, preferential policies, and much improved communications infrastructure. The support of
new western-focused policies will put the
region on a high-speed development track,
and its people can expect the arrival of great
improvements in their environment, social
development and living standards.
Reprinted by permission of China Today
www.chinatoday.com.cn
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exports

• Largest declines: optics, medical instruments (down US$36 million), ores, slag, ash
(down US$18 million to US$0).
• Minnesota is the second-largest exporter
of dispersing machinery (HS 8424, e.g.
spray guns) among all states, and the largest to Belgium (US$67 million). The state
accounted for 74 percent of U.S. exports of
this product to Belgium.

Exports continues from Page 1
exports.
• The state’s exports to Asia were up 11
percent between 2010 and 2011, slightly less
than U.S. growth of 13 percent.
• Major markets: China, Japan, Korea,
Singapore.
• Largest gains: China (up US$360 million
to US$2.3 billion), Japan (up US$170 million to US$1.3 billion), South Korea (up
US$73 million to US$702 million).
European Union (EU):
• Minnesota exports were valued at US$4
billion and accounted for 20 percent of state
exports.
• The state’s exports to the EU were down
2 percent between 2010 and 2011, which is
partly due to weak exports to Ireland and
the Netherlands. U.S. export growth to the
EU was 12 percent.
• Major markets: Germany, United Kingdom, Belgium, the Netherlands.
• Largest gains: Austria (up US$38 million
to US$91 million), Italy (up US$37 million
to US$268 million), Belgium (up US$32
million to US$623 million).
• Largest declines: Ireland (down US$99
million to US$334 million), the Netherlands
(down US$60 million to US$393 million).
Central and South America:
• Minnesota exports were valued at US$892
million and accounted for 4 percent of state
exports.
• The state’s exports to this region were up
3 percent between 2010 and 2011, less than
the U.S. increase of 21 percent.
• Major markets: Brazil (US$309 million,
up 9 percent), Argentina (US$89 million,
up 28 percent), Chile (US$85 million, down
32 percent).

Top Country Markets

Minnesota increased exports to 15 of
the state’s top 25 markets between 2010
and 2011.
• Few major changes in rank among top 25
markets. Largest changes: Finland (up to
24th from 28th), Australia (up to 12th from
14th), United Arab Emirates (up to 23rd
from 25th).
• Minnesota accounts for relatively large
shares of U.S. exports to the Philippines (6.8
percent), Ireland (4.4 percent), Finland (3.7
percent), Thailand (2.9 percent) and Sweden
(2.8 percent), compared with the state’s
overall share of U.S. exports (1.4 percent).

Canada (Rank: 1):
• Export value, 2011: US$5.8 billion.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 7 percent.
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The United Kingdom (8):
• Export value, 2011: US$557 million.
• State trend, 2010-2011: down 5 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 16 percent.
• Top three industries: machinery (US$121
million), electrical machinery (US$109 million), optics, medical instruments (US$86
million).
• Largest gains: electrical machinery (up
US$11 million), aircraft, spacecraft (up
US$10 million to US$42 million).
• Largest declines: pharmaceutical (down
US$25 million to US$11 million), optics,
medical instruments (down US$10 million).

• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 13 percent.
• Top three industries: machinery (US$863
million), mineral oil/fuel (US$420 million),
electrical machinery (US$408 million).
• Largest gains: mineral oil/fuel (up US$217
million), beverages (up US$122 million to
US$344 million).
• Largest declines: ores, slag, ash (down
US$112 million to US$339 million), railway
(down US$40 million to US$6 million),
electrical machinery (down US$35 million
to US$408 million).
• Minnesota is the primary U.S. source
for snowmobile vehicles (HS 870310) to
Canada, accounting for 72 percent of U.S.
exports of these goods to Canada. The
state sold US$172 million of these goods
to Canada.
China (including Hong Kong) (2):
• Export value, 2011: US$2.3 billion.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 18 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 19 percent.
• Top three industries: machinery (US$565
million), optics, medical instruments
(US$370 million), electrical machinery
(US$338 million).
• Largest gains: machinery (up US$71
million), electrical machinery (up US$81
million).
• Largest declines: food waste (down US$27
million to US$16 million), miscellaneous
grains (down US$21 million to US$20
million).
Japan (3):
• Export value, 2011: US$1.3 billion.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 15 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 9 percent.
• Top three industries: optics, medical instruments (US$314 million), cereals (US$238
million), electrical machinery (US$137
million).
• Largest gains: cereals (up US$126 million), precious stones/metals (up US$25
million to US$32 million), optics, medical
instruments (up US$18 million). Exports
of precious stones/metals mainly consist of
waste and scrap of metals.
• Largest declines: organic chemicals (down
US$22 million to US$11 million).
Mexico (4):
• Export value, 2011: US$1.2 billion.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 24 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 21 percent.
• Top three industries: machinery (US$213
million), electrical machinery (US$98 million), miscellaneous grains (US$97 million).
• Largest gains: cereals (up US$68 million

to US$83 million), vehicles (up US$49
million to US$65 million), machinery (up
US$41 million).
• Largest decline: miscellaneous grains
(down US$21 million).
Germany (5):
• Export value, 2011: US$734 million.
• State trend, 2010-2011: down 6 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 2 percent.
• Top three industries: optics, medical
instruments (US$211 million), machinery
(US$173 million), electrical machinery
(US$136 million).
• Largest gains: optics, medical instruments
(up US$20 million), machinery (up US$11
million).
• Largest declines: ores, slag, ash (down
US$33 million to US$9,000), vehicles
(down US$17 million to US$7 million),
pharmaceutical (down US$17 million to
US$26 million).
• Minnesota is the top U.S. source for
exports of measuring medical instruments
(HS 9026) to Germany. The state exported
US$59 million of these goods to Germany,
representing 26 percent of U.S. sales of
these goods to Germany.
South Korea (6):
• Export value, 2011: US$702 million.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 12 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 12 percent.
• Top three industries: optics, medical
instruments (US$154 million), machinery
(US$106 million), meat (US$104 million).
• Largest gains: meat (up US$63 million),
optics, medical instruments (up US$42
million), electrical machinery (up US$20
million to US$73 million).
• Largest declines: textile fabric (down
US$26 million to US$3 million), machinery
(down US$25 million).
• South Korea purchased 27 percent of Minnesota’s US$386 million in exports of meat.
Together with China (US$112 million),
these two markets account for more than
half of the state’s meat exports.
Belgium (7):
• Export value, 2011: US$623 million.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 5 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 17 percent.
• Top three industries: optics, medical
instruments (US$230 million), machinery
(US$199 million), aircraft, spacecraft
(US$47 million).
• Largest gain: aircraft (up US$47 million),
precious stones/metal (up US$19 million to
US$24 million).

Singapore (9):
• Export value, 2011: US$547 million.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 10 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 8 percent.
• Top three industries: machinery (US$128
million), plastic (US$108 million), optics,
medical instruments (US$72 million).
• Largest gains: plastic (up US$41 million),
machinery (up US$16 million).
• Largest declines: optics, medical instruments (down US$21 million).
• Minnesota accounted for almost 100 percent of U.S exports (valued at US$9.1 million) of multiple-walled insulating units of
glass (HS 7008) that were sold to Singapore.
Philippines (10):
• Export value, 2011: US$524 million.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 13 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 4 percent.
• Top three industries: electrical machinery
(US$431 million), miscellaneous grains
(US$19 million), prepared meat (US$15
million).
• Largest gains: electrical machinery (up
US$47 million). Electrical machinery accounts for 82 percent of state exports to the
Philippines.
• Minnesota is the second-largest exporter
of electronic integrated circuits (HS 8542)
(US$395 million) and the largest exporter of
printed circuits (HS 8534) (US$28 million)
to the Philippines, among all states.
• Among U.S. markets, the Philippines is
less prominent and is ranked 32nd.

Fastest-Growing Markets

Minnesota’s 10 fastest-growing country
markets by growth rate (among those with at
least US$50 million in exports) were located
in a variety of regions.
• Austria (26) jumped from 40th in 2010,
based on particularly strong demand for vehicles (up 80 percent to US$34 million) and
optics/medical instruments (up 181 percent
to US$21 million).
• United Arab Emirates (UAE) (23): The
top three exported products generated the
most growth: machinery (US$42 million,
up 55 percent, and mostly centrifuges and
filters) and vehicles (US$30 million, up 154
percent, mostly armored war vehicles), and
arms and ammunition (US$13 million, up
883 percent).
• Vietnam (30) jumped up from 37th in
2010, with exports increasing 50 percent to
US$84 million. The main growth segments
were food waste (up 133 percent to US$21
million), miscellaneous grains – mainly

Exports continues on Page 14
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Exports continues from Page 13
soybeans (up 37 percent to US$13 million),
and electrical machinery (up 201 percent to
US$6 million).
• Finland (24): As in 2010, Finland remained one of Minnesota’s fastest growing
markets, with sales of snowmobiles driving
growth.
• Argentina (27). Exports increased by 28
percent to US$89 million, mainly driven
by growth in machinery (especially poultry
and agricultural equipment), which gained
US$11 million to US$40 million.

ship or other modes, which includes road,
rail and pipeline.
Air shipments were valued at US$7.6
billion. The main industries shipped by
air – together accounting for 78 percent
of air shipments – were optics, medical
instruments (US$2.4 billion), electrical
machinery (US$2 billion) and machinery
(US$1.6 billion).
Shipments sent via other (land-based)
modes were valued at US$7.4 billion. Vehicles (US$1.4 billion), machinery (US$1.2
billion) and electrical machinery (US$470
million) were leading products sent by land.
Some food products such as beverages, fats
and oils, baking goods and food waste are
primarily shipped by these other modes.
Ships carried US$5.4 billion of goods
overseas. The five largest industries exported by ship were machinery (US$1.1 billion),
plastic (US$572 million), ores, slag, ash
(US$395 million), cereals (US$331 million)
and meat (US$315 million). They accounted
for 51 percent of all state exports by ship.

exports to the U.S. port of exit, which often
may be in a different state than the state
of production. For these two products,
Louisiana is ranked first. Using different
methodology, the U.S. Department of Agriculture ranked Minnesota as the third-largest
exporter of soybeans and related products
and the sixth-largest exporter of wheat and
related products, among all states in fiscal
2010.

www.chinainsight.info
39 Plastic (5)
• Export value, 2011: US$1.1 billion.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 3 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 9 percent.
• Major country markets: China (US$256
million), Canada (US$115 million), Singapore (US$108 million).
• Largest gains: Singapore (up US$41 million), China (up US$15 million).

Peer Performance

Other Emerging Markets

• Brazil (17) State exports to Brazil increased 9 percent to US$309 million in
2011. Major export areas were machinery
(US$118 million), optics/medical instruments (US$63 million), aircraft/spacecraft
(US$36 million) and electrical machinery
(US$35 million). Brazil is among the nation’s 10-largest export markets (ranked
eighth). U.S. export to Brazil grew 21 percent between 2010 and 2011.
• India (20) Minnesota businesses sold close
to US$204 million in goods to India in 2011,
down 1 percent since 2010. The main products sold were machinery (US$78 million),
optics/medical instruments (US$34 million), plastics (US$28 million) and electrical
machinery (US$21 million).
• Saudi Arabia (28) Exports increased by 5
percent to US$88 million. The top exported
products were machinery (US$28 million),
electrical machinery (US$16 million) and
optics/medical instruments (US$16 million).
• Turkey (38) State exports to Turkey were
valued at US$70 million in 2011, up 12
percent since 2010. The main products sold
were machinery (US$24 million), electrical machinery (US$15 million) and optics/
medical instruments (US$13 million).

Export Logistics

Exports are shipped via multiple transport modes. Exports leave the country by air,

In 2011, Minnesota ranked 19th among
all states, up one spot compared with 2010.
The top 10 states strongly contributed to
the national increase in exports of 16 percent
(or US$202 billion), gaining a combined
US$138 billion in exports between 2010 and
2011. The top two states, Texas (up US$43
billion) and California (up US$16 billion),
had the largest gains among all states.
During this period, annual exports fell
only from Washington, D.C., (down 30 percent to US$1 billion) and New Hampshire
(down 2 percent to US$4.3 billion).

Top Product Markets

Most of Minnesota’s top 20 major
products (two-digit Harmonized Series)
increased exports between 2010 and 2011.
Some exceptions were optics and medical
instruments (down 2 percent to US$2.8
billion), ores, slag, ash (down 30 percent to
US$397 million) and miscellaneous grains
(down 15 percent to US$310 million).

Minnesota ranked among the top 15 exporting states in some of its major products:
• Optics, medical instruments (seventh)
• Electrical machinery (13th)
• Food waste, animal feed (fifth)
• Cereals (11th)*
• Ores, slag and ash (seventh)
• Beverages (sixth)
• Miscellaneous grains (incl. soybeans)
(11th)*
*For bulky agricultural commodities
in particular, this data source may attribute

84 Machinery (Rank: 1)
• Export value, 2011: US$4 billion.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 1 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 12 percent.
• Major country markets: Canada (US$863
million), China (US$565 million), Mexico
(US$213 million).
• Largest gains: China (up US$71 million),
Canada (up US$53 million), Mexico (up
US$41 million).
• Largest declines: Malaysia (down US$85
million to US$95 million), Thailand (down
US$72 million to US$113 million).
90 Optics, Medical Instruments (2)
• Export value, 2011: US$2.8 billion.
• State trend, 2010-2011: down 2 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 7 percent.
• Major country markets: China (US$370
million), Japan (US$314 million), Canada
(US$235 million).
• Largest gains: South Korea (up US$42
million to US$154 million), Canada (up
US$30 million).
• Largest declines: Netherlands (down
US$81 million to US$136 million), Ireland
(down US$55 million to US$218 million).
85 Electrical Machinery (3)
• Export value, 2011: US$2.7 billion.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 13 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 5 percent.
• Major country markets: Philippines
(US$431 million), Canada (US$408 million), China (US$338 million).
• Largest gains: China (up US$81 million),
Malaysia (up US$56 million to US$101
million), Philippines (up US$47 million).
• Largest declines: Canada (down US$35
million), Ireland (down US$22 million to
US$56 million).
87 Vehicles (4)
• Export value, 2011: US$1.7 billion.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 10 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 21 percent.
• Major country markets: Canada (US$1.1
billion), Finland (US$89 million), Italy
(US$66 million).
• Largest gains: Mexico (up US$49 million to US$65 million), Finland (up US$31
million).
• Largest declines: Canada (down US$23
million), Germany (down US$17 million
to US$7 million).

• Largest declines: Mexico (down US$11
million to US$84 million), South Korea
(down US$10 million to US$74 million).
88 Aircraft, Spacecraft (6)
• Export value, 2011: US$502 million.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 10 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 10 percent.
• Major country markets: France (US$94
million), Singapore (US$52 million), Belgium (US$47 million).
• Largest gains: Belgium (up US$47 million), China (up US$18 million to US$25
million), Mexico (up US$12 million to
US$18 million).
• Largest declines: Netherlands (down
US$34 million to US$13 million), Taiwan
(down US$24 million to US$455,000).
23 Food Waste, Animal Feed (7)
• Export value, 2011: US$483 million.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 7 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 2 percent.
• Major country markets: Canada (US$222
million), Mexico (US$67 million), Japan
(US$25 million).
• Largest gains: Mexico (up US$31 million),
Canada (up US$30 million).
• Largest declines: China (down US$27
million to US$16 million).
10 Cereals (8)
• Export value, 2011: US$433 million.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 40 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 41 percent.
• Major country markets: Japan (US$234
million), Mexico (US$83 million), Canada
(US$30 million).
• Largest gains: Japan (up US$126 million),
Mexico (up US$68 million).
• Corn accounts for 91 percent of cereals
exports; 59 percent of corn is sold to Japan.
27 Mineral Fuel, Oil (9)
• Export value, 2011: US$427 million.
• State trend, 2010-2011: up 104 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 59 percent.
• Major country markets: Canada (US$420
million).
• Largest gains: Canada (up US$217 million).
• Canada purchased 98 percent of Minnesota’s exports of these products.
26 Ores, Slag, Ash (10)

Exports continues on Page 15
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Little Szechuan continues from Page 9
For appetizers we began with Chicken
Lettuce Wraps, Quick Fried Lotus Root, and
Szechuan Fries. The Szechuan Potato Fries
are French fries with red hot pepper spice.
This was by far the favorite starter at our
table, including for the young MBA who
had just arrived from China the day before
(first time in the United States). The Quick
Fried Lotus Root was crisp and spicy, a new
experience for some. The Chicken Lettuce
Wraps had ground peanuts in the chicken
mixture, which made this dish crunchy and
delicious. All portions were generous and
the Committee felt that sharing three starters
among six diners was the perfect number.
Conclusion: the appetizers were adventurous, healthy, and excellent – a far cry from
the greasy, heavy appetizers at some locales.
The menu had photos of every item,
which made ordering fun. All dishes were
listed in English and in Mandarin characters.
On the back page were LoMein, Fried Rice,
and other unremarkable fare for the less
adventurous.
Our first entrée, Chung King Chili Beef,
had the perfect blend of spice for a kick
that was not numbing. The accompanying
vegetables were crisp and fresh. This was
a favorite dish. The Honey Duck was just
like Beijing’s Peking Duck, said our committee member who had lived in Beijing.
The duck had a crispy outside and flavorful meat inside. It was accompanied by
pancakes, green onions, and a tangy sauce.
When we ran out of pancakes, the waiter
came back with more. We all enjoyed this
dish. The Fish-Flavored Eggplant was the
favorite of our MBA candidate. “No Chinese
restaurant would neglect to have this dish
on the menu,” he commented, “and this one
is perfect.”

Exports continues from Page 14
• Export value, 2011: US$397 million.
• State trend, 2010-2011: down 30 percent.
• U.S. trend, 2010-2011: up 38 percent.
• Major country markets: Canada (US$339
million), China (US$37 million).
• Largest declines: Canada (down US$112
million), France (down US$40 million to
US$0).
• Canada accounted for 86 percent of the
state’s exports of these products.

Fastest-Growing Export Products

Among four-digit products with exports
of at least US$100 million, state export
growth rates were highest between 2010
and 2011 for crude oil, pork, corn and other
pharmaceutical products.

The Fish
Filet in Spicy
To f u B r o t h
was an enormous portion
of fish stew. We took home plenty of this
dish. On the top were chopped red chilis
to give this dish a real bite. A committee
member said he did not like the texture of
the melt-in-your mouth fish in the stew.
Eating fish that is not “firm” was a first for
him. However, other committee members
knew that this is exactly how the Chinese
prepare fish – melt in your mouth texture;
they enjoyed this dish. Another felt that
the mound of chopped chili on top made
the dish simply too hot. The Dry Sautéed
Green Beans were so mouth-watering that
our National Salesperson wanted to eat the
whole mound herself. She wanted to know
how to prepare this dish at home with fresh
green beans from the garden. The “Taste of
Szechuan” Chicken was laced with chili garlic paste and ground Szechuan peppercorns.
With the accompanying crisp vegetables,
this dish was bold, a good mixture of sweet
and spicy.
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Asian Pacific American Heritage Month
Celebrations are strong at Best Buy
Corporate Campus
By Ben Torell, AEN Member at Best Buy
May was Asian Pacific American
Heritage Month and was celebrated at
many places all over the country, but not
many corporate communities encourage
celebrations as big as the ones that are held
at Best Buy Company’s Corporate Campus
in Richfield, Minn.
Best Buy encourages and allows time
for a steering committee to plan and fund
many free events around the corporate campus throughout APA Heritage Month. The
Asian Employee Network (AEN) is one of
many employee groups that meet regularly
to encourage diversity and participation in
awareness events throughout the year. Over
4,800 employees and subcontractors call the
campus their workplace and most of them
pass through an area called “The Hub”. It
is an attractive, centrally located area in the
middle of four buildings and has Sandy's
Place, a cafe with a 6,500-square-foot
servery with nine different restaurant food
stations and an 880-seat, 17,000-square-foot
dining room.
One early May 2012 afternoon, AEN

Fortune telling
Another annual event at the Best Buy
corporate campus in May is the “Taste of
Asia”. This free event provides samples of
some of the best food and teas from local
restaurants. This year over 250 people were
given samples from 15 different types of
food, ranging from appetizers, salads, entrees, deserts and teas. Countries represented
included India, Thailand, China, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Japan and Korea.

Taste of Asia

No dessert was ordered as in the end,
our Committee was fully satisfied with the
visual presentation, the complex flavors, and
the generous portions.
We hope our readers can find their way
to this treasure on the West End in St. Louis
Park. Update your GPS and look high in the
sky for the sign. Bring in your sweetheart for
a romantic evening, or your family for an
event. The cuisine at Little Szechuan West
End is fully up to the high quality of Little
Szechuan on University in St. Paul. Finally,
the ambiance of this elegant restaurant takes
Little Szechuan to the next level. 

The Big Picture in Minnesota Exports

Minnesota’s exports from manufacturing, services and agricultural industries are
estimated at US$31.2 billion (preliminary)
for 2011.
• Manufactured exports (US$18.4 billion)
accounted for 59 percent of the state’s total
exports.
• Based on the Harmonized export data
series in this report, non-manufactured
goods (agriculture, forestry, mining, etc.) accounted for about US$1.9 billion in exports.
(See below for another source of agricultural
export estimates.)
• Exports of services cover transportationrelated services, royalties and licenses, and
other private services. No official comprehensive state-level export data for services
are available. DEED estimated Minnesota
exports of services at US$10.9 billion in
2011. 

Artifacts
hosted a Kickoff event to celebrate APA
Heritage Month and China Insight and the
Chinese Heritage Foundation were there to
celebrate with them in “The Hub”. Precious
artifacts that are privately owned, as well
as the renowned Best Buy Corporate Collection were on display. Also, there was a
display of beautiful textiles and traditional
clothing, including a free photo opportunity
wearing Asian contemporary clothing to
commemorate the event. Over 80 photos
were taken and given to employees to celebrate APA Heritage Month.
One of the highlights of the event was
a fortune telling event using traditional
Chinese fortune telling sticks, or kau cim.
Employees lined up before the event began
and stayed steady until long after the event
was scheduled to end. The lines were never
less than four people deep, but they had
plenty of things to look at while they waited.

Minnesota Annual Export Statistics and
Minnesota Quarterly Export Statistics are
the most current resources available for
tracking the state’s manufactured export
trends and are prepared by the Department

New Horizon Academy has a childcare center located at Best Buy’s campus
and the children are encouraged to learn
about Asian cultures during APA Heritage
Month. They partner with Best Buy’s AEN
to celebrate throughout the month, as Best
Buy employees read stories and visit with
the students in special classes celebrating
Asian cultures. Also, the third week of May
brought over 250 students together in “The
Hub” and they participated in activities
such as learning their own name in Chinese
characters, creating Asian water coloring,
folding origami, and learning key phrases
in five different languages.

Language activity
Every year many children and employees experience Asian cultures and enjoy the
offerings and appreciate a variety of events
that are provided at Best Buy at no charge
or cost and the company has shown itself
to support and encourage Asian appreciation and awareness. It is wonderful to see
commitment to events like this in an office
environment. 
Photos by Ben Torell
of Employment and Economic Development’s Analysis and Evaluation Office (ThuMai Ho-Kim, 651-259-7180).
Past issues are available at the Department’s web site (www.PositivelyMinnesota.
com, go to Data, then Export and Trade
Statistics). Export data are collected by the
U.S. Department of Commerce (USDOC)
and distributed by Global Trade Information Services (Harmonized Tariff System
(Schedule B). The Origin of Movement
export series show where goods originate
and where the most economic impact occurs.
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Remembering Moon Lan Fong

To live in hearts we leave behind is not to die.
-Thomas Campbell

W

ith the recent passing of Moon Lan
Fong, the community is saddened
by her absence but recognizes that it was
fortunate to have had her in our presence.
For all of those that knew her, Moon was
a very considerate and thoughtful woman.
She has been described as “a rare and cultivated lady” and “Moon Fong had lived her
life to the fullest.” In her full and blessed
life, Moon made many life-long friends in
addition to the large families that she so
cherished.
The community was invited by Moon’s
family to join them on Moon’s final journey

to help them celebrate her life by attending
a visitation and a simple service prior to
her internment. The celebratory service
included music by friends and relatives
along with expressions of fond memories
from the community and family members.
The celebration of Moon’s life concluded
with a luncheon reception at David Fong’s
Restaurant.
Even in anticipation of her passing,
Moon had confided to her close friends
and family members that she was ready to
return to her Lord. However, she requested
them not to come to her funeral because of

the hardship of travel. Instead, she insisted
that they, upon receiving notification of her
passing, just stay where they were, to pray
and keep a moment of silence at the same
time her life was being celebrated in Minneapolis. So, in addition to the many people
who came, there were many more around
the globe that were celebrating her life at
the same time.
In memory of Moon Lan Fong, and
for those that may have missed it, we have
reprinted her obituary along with a reprint
of an article on the publication of her book,
Reflections.

Publisher

By Greg Hugh, Staff Writer

O

n Aug. 16, 2009, Moon Lan
Fong unveiled the publication
of her book titled Reflections at
an exhibit and reception held at The Marsh
in Minnetonka, Minn. This occasion also
marked another milestone for Moon as she
also celebrated her 95th birthday.
As noted in the preface of the exhibit

program authored by Ruth Stricker, founder
of The Marsh, “This exhibit is so much more
than it appears to be. It is one exceptional
woman’s calligraphy expressing her values,
dreams, tenets and wishes for her family
and friends. It is one woman’s life journey
from joy and hardship in China to reframing
a life in this country and leading her family
of four generations into a modern world in
a foreign land.”

Moon’s calligraphy scrolls exhibited at
The Marsh
Reflections was originally intended to
be a calligraphic legacy for her family but
has now been published for all to enjoy.
The book contains many messages of good
wishes, common Chinese poems, basic
principles of life and pleasure from nature.
Her theme is that discipline and cultivation of the mind and skill can be achieved
regardless of age, education or background.
Also contained in the book are photos and
messages from friends and family members
along with Moon’s biography as translated
by her family.

(L to R) Moon Fong, son David Fong, niece Man Le, daughter Yin Simpson and son
Stephen Fong
Moon Lan Fong is the matriarch of the
Fong family that includes siblings David
Fong, Yin Simpson and Stephen Fong.
Many likely recognize the name of David
Fong to which David Fong’s Restaurant
located in Bloomington, Minn. is attributed.
That restaurant is currently celebrating its
50th anniversary.
During the reception guests were able
to visit with Moon and obtain a copy of her
book. Although the book was not for sale,
recipients were asked to make a contribution
which Moon has agreed to divide among
her two favorite organizations: The Chinese
Heritage Foundation and the Chinese Senior
Citizens Society. […]
A brief program during the celebration
was conducted by Scott Simpson, Yin’s
husband, during which there were acknowledgements
and some
musical performances
including a
touching rendition of the
song Moon
River.
The comAlex Ewald sings
bined celMoon River
ebration of
Moon’s birthday and book unveiling was
organized by Moon’s daughter Yin with
whom Moon lives. Although Yin was
instrumental in much of the planning, she

Moon Lan Fong

Greg Hugh

Moon Lan Fong unveils her book, Reflections,
her philosophy of life through calligraphy

Moon Fong (L) and daughter
Yin Simpson

Obituary:

acknowledges that [the] event could not
have been possible without the assistance
of other friends and relatives which are
appropriately acknowledged in the book.
According to Yin, “It was heartwarming
to have a capacity crowd attend my mom’s
unveiling of her book Reflections and show
their support for the exemplary life that she
has lived. My mom really appreciated the
support and is honored that she can share, in
a small way, the fruits of a very full life.” 

(L to R) Moon, Amy, David III and David
Fong, Jr.

(L to R) Pat Hui, Bruce Dayton, Ruth
Stricker and Paul Kwok

Fong, Moon Lan of Minnetonka, and
mother of noted Bloomington restaurateur
David Fong, passed away peacefully, surrounded by family, on April 26 of natural
causes. She was 97. Moon Fong was born
on August 16, 1914 in a small village of Tai
Shan, Guangdong Province, China. In 1949
her husband, Lee Fong, came back from
the U. S. to bring her and their children to
Minneapolis. Together they managed the
family's restaurant, Moy Café, in north Minneapolis. For several decades Moon kept an
open house for extended family members
and friends as they arrived in the Twin Cities from their home village in China. A self
taught Chinese poet and calligrapher, she
nurtured generations of Chinese Americans
in the Twin Cities in their cultural heritage,
dispensing encouragement and providing
a role model of duty, volunteerism, quiet
understatement, and elegance. The 2009
publication of her book, Reflections, was
the culmination of her lifelong learning and
distillations of Chinese philosophy and practices. For the last decade of her life she lived
with her daughter and son-in-law, Patti-Yin
and Scott Simpson, and kept an open house.
Her delicious cooking, radiant smile, and
joyful company lifted the spirits of everyone
who stopped by. Preceded in death by her
husband, Lee Fong, Moon is survived by
her three devoted children and their spouses,
David & Helen Fong, Patti-Yin & Scott
Simpson, and Stephen and Kirsten Fong:
11 grandchildren and their spouses, Edward
& Blanche Fong, Donald & Wendy Fong,
Amy Fong & Bob Howard, Barbara Fong &
Rody Portier, Cindy & Leo Le, and David Jr.
& Amy Fong, Ben Woodson and Stephanie
Ellstrom, Stephani & Dan Scheuermann,
Alex Woodson, Corey Simpson and Todd
Chamberlin, and Heather Simpson and
Trey Whitecotton; and 18 great- grandchildren and their spouses, Christopher Fong,
Daniel Fong, Ricky & Stacey Fong, Bobby
Fong, Mia Howard, Helena Howard, Haley
Portier, Gerrit Portier, Hannah Le, Abby
Le, Cameron Le, David Fong III, Elizabeth
Fong, Max Woodson, Bella Ellstrom, Claire
Woodson, Grant Scheuermann, and Leela
Simpson; and numerous nieces, nephews
and friends. Visitation will be on Sunday,
May 6, 2-5 PM at Washburn McReavy Funeral Chapel, 2300 W. Old Shakopee Road,
Bloomington, MN 55431 (952) 884-8145.
A celebration of Moon's life will take place
at Washburn McReavy on Monday, May 7,
10 AM, followed by interment at Lakewood
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that donations be made to either
the Chinese Senior Citizens Society or the
Chinese Heritage Foundation. 
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