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Eden Prairie School District 
plays host to students from 
Loudi, China
Greg Hugh, Staff Writer

On the af-
ternoon of 
July  29, 

2011, students from 
Loudi No. 1 Middle 
School, Hunan PRC 
along with their princi-
pal and two other adult 
chaperones were greet-
ed by their host families 
at the Minneapolis-
St. Paul International 
Airport. Thus began 
their 10-day visit to 
Minnesota, a trip they 
have been vying for 
with hundreds of other 
students from Loudi 
over the past year.

This group of 31 students is the third 
that has visited Eden Prairie.  The first group 
came in 2007 as the result of an accord that 

both schools signed in 2006 establishing a 
sister school relationship that incorporated 
an alternating educational/cultural exchange 
at the schools.  Students from Eden Prairie 
High School visited Loudi in 2008, 2010 and 

are scheduled to visit again in 2012.
The cultural aspects of the visit were 

immediately put into effect. Following their 
arrival, the Loudi students spent two days 
primarily with their host families so that 
they could all become better acquainted with 
each other and learn more about each other’s 
cultures.  While staying with their host fami-
lies, the Chinese students were welcomed 
as part of the family and participated in 
activities that a typical American family 
would normally do on a weekend such as 
go to a Twins game, go up north or just do 
a little shopping and perhaps some chores.  
A picnic at Riley Lake Park was enjoyed by 
all that chose to attend on Sunday, July 31.

On Monday, Aug. 1, the formal edu-
cational portion of the visit began as the 
students were dropped off by their host 
families at Eden Prairie High School where 
they were welcomed by members of the 

Minnesota’s first quarter exports 
grow to record US$4.8 billion
Minnesota exports, including 

agricultural, mining and 
manufactured products, 

grew almost 13 percent to US$4.8 billion 
– a record high for a first quarter. Min-
nesota's growth rate was slightly less than 
U.S. growth (18 percent). Only two states 
posted declining export trends.

For the manufacturing sector alone, 
Minnesota manufactured exports were up 12 
percent to US$4.4 billion in the first quarter 
of 2011, slightly less than U.S. growth of 
16 percent.

Consistent Strong Demand in Asia and North 
America Drives Growth

• The strongest-performing regions 
were Asia and North America. The state’s 
exports to Asia jumped 20 percent to US$1.7 
billion. Among Asian markets, the state’s 

businesses increased their sales the most to 
China, Japan and the Philippines during this 
period. Minnesota exports to North America 
increased 14 percent to US$1.5 billion, due 
particularly to strong gains in Canada.

• Minnesota sales increased by US$20 
million to Central and South America 
(US$219 million) – led by expanded oppor-
tunities in Brazil (up 35 percent to US$78 
million, ranked 18th) – and to the Australia-
Pacific region (US$129 million) – led by 
Australia (up 12 percent to US$110 million, 
ranked 13th).

• State exports were fairly stable to the 
Middle East (down 2 percent to US$89 
million) and the European Union (EU) (up 
1 percent to US$983 million). The overall 
export trend to the EU was dampened by ex-
port declines to Ireland (down 30 percent to 
US$84 million, ranked 15th) and the United 
Kingdom, despite strong performances by 
Germany and France (up 7 percent to US$86 
million, ranked 14th). 

Electrical Machinery and Machinery Lead 
Growing Product Groups

• Exports of electrical machinery prod-
ucts increased 27 percent (up US$142 mil-
lion) between the first quarters of 2010 and 
2011. The main growing product segments 
were industrial furnaces (fueled by growth 
to China and Taiwan), integrated circuits 
products (driven by the Philippines) and 
telecommunications equipment.

• Purchases of machinery were up 8 
percent to US$949 million. Australia and 
China led increased sales of centrifuges and 
filters (up 16 percent to US$125 million). 
China and Belgium had the largest gains in 
liquid pumps (up 76 percent to US$59 mil-
lion), while Canada and Argentina had the 
strongest gains in self-propelled bulldozers/
scrapers (up 136 percent to US$21 million).

• The largest gains in sales of vehicle 
products were of public transportation 
vehicles (up 223 percent to US$59 million, 
all sold to Canada), special purpose vehicles 
(up 65 percent to US$32 million, largely 
driven by China) and vehicle parts (up 50 

*Includes manufacturing and non-manufacturing 
industries, such as agriculture and mining, but not 
services.

Note: This report and those to follow in this 
series will cover data based on the Harmo-
nized System, which includes manufac-
tured and non-manufactured exports such 
as agriculture and mining but not services. 

Minnesota Quarterly Exports*

Minnesota Exports, by Region 
First Quarter, 2011: $4.8 billion

Growth in Exports, by Country, 
Between First Quarters 

of 2010 and 2011

Exports continues on Page 15 

Host families greet visitors from Loudi at the Minneapolis-
St. Paul International Airport.

Students continues on Page 8

ENJOY THE 
MOON FESTIVAL !

Experience China at MOA
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Publisher’s Pronouncements
Greetings:

All of us at CHINAInsight hope that your summer has been a fulfilling one and are pleased to reconnect with you again after 
enjoying our own summer hiatus.

Although Labor Day traditionally marks the end of summer in Minnesota, it actually came sooner for many metro area students 
that had already started school before the holiday.  However, as we resume our task of fostering business and cultural har-
mony between China and the U.S., we remain committed to letting you know about what is happening within our community. 

While Minnesotans still await the arrival of Indian Summer, Chinese Americans get to celebrate yet another holiday. The 
Moon Festival, also known as the Mid-Autumn Festival, falls on the 15th day of the 8th Lunar Month. It is based on the lunar 
calendar and is the first full moon in September usually.  This year it falls on September 12th. It is in the middle of Autumn and 
is a harvest festival. (Wheat is traditionally harvested in the North, and rice in the South of China.) It's the Chinese equivalent 
of American Thanksgiving. In rural China, the Moon Festival celebrated a bountiful harvest, as the first Thanksgiving did for 
the Pilgrims. The Moon Festival is one of the most important traditional events for the Chinese.

The Moon Festival is full of legendary stories. Legend says that Chang Er flew to the moon, where she has lived ever 
since. You might see her dancing on the moon during the Moon Festival. The Moon Festival is also an occasion for family 
reunions. When the full moon rises, families get together to watch the full moon, eat moon cakes, and sing moon poems. 
With the full moon, the legend, the family and the poems, you can't help thinking that this is really a perfect world. That is 
why the Chinese are so fond of the Moon Festival. The moon cake is the food for the Moon Festival. The Chinese eat the 
moon cake at night with the full moon in the sky.

Also, as we resume publication, we are happy to announce a new member to our writing staff, Jodi Yim James.  She will 
write about education or academia and the Chinese language and culture (where education is highly valued). She is an 
educator and has been a part of the Chinese community for the last 30 years, as wife of the late Charles Yim James and 
the mom of two Chinese/Norwegian (East meets West) American sons.  One of her sons, Anthony, has been a staff writer 
for over a year and 2 of her current articles appear on page 10 and 11.

Thank you for continuing to support China Insight and please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any comments.

Sincerely,

Gregory J Hugh
Gregory J. Hugh  
Publisher
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OPINION

A Tale of Two Cultures 
By Ruby Tsao 

Chinese culture is a culture of peace.  
Western culture is a culture of war.  In this 
shrinking world, can the two cultures co-
exist peacefully? Or is it inevitable that the 
world will end in war? As a U.S. citizen 
who spent her childhood in China through 
eight years of War with Japan, graduated 
from National Taiwan University and came 
to the U.S. for graduate school, I recognize 
the greatness of USA and China and the 
value of their cultures. The ideal would be to 
combine the best qualities of both countries. 
Together, they have the potential to provide 
leadership in world peace and prosperity. 

Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism 
have been dominant thoughts in China. 
They have co-existed peacefully in China 
for 2500 years. With the exception of Bud-
dhism, these beliefs are not religions.  Even 
in Buddhism, there is not a supernatural 
being-- the one and only God, like in Christi-
anity. All three faiths are compatible in their 
beliefs of peace and harmony.  The recurring 
theme is “peace, love, harmony”—harmony 
among humans (Confucianism), harmony 
with nature (Taoism), harmony with all life 
(Buddhism). These 3 spiritual philosophies 
form the core value of Chinese culture with 
Confucianism as the mainstream ideology.  

In a general atmosphere of tolerance 
and harmony, even Christian churches and 
Muslim mosques can co-exist side by side in 
China. There has always been a large Mus-
lim population in China. Among 56 ethnic 
groups in China, Muslims are the largest 
minority with about 22 million people and 
Han people as the majority with 90+% of 
population. Generally, all ethnic groups live 
in peace and harmony. Minorities have more 
rights than Han people. One of the rights 
they enjoy is they are exempt from the one 
child limit imposed on Han population. 

Darwinism and Christianity form the 
core values of Western culture. Darwin-
ism came from Charles Darwin’s theory of 
“survival of the fittest”. Since ancient times, 
there were numerous wars among Euro-
pean nations, averaging one war every five 
years. The culture of war has also resulted 
in Colonial conquests, World War I, World 
War II, Korean War, Vietnam War, etc—all 
the major wars of global scale in the last 
2000 years. Christianity is the dominant 
religion in the West, with a code of ethics 
of universal values. It has been a positive 
influence in the West. However, exclusivity 
of “the one and only God” has become the 
cause of religious wars in the West against 
non-believers.  It was the cause for crusad-
ers to wage wars. Christians’ one and only 
God clashed with the one and only Allah 
of Islam. Wars with Muslims have lasted 
for more than a thousand years that is still 
troubling the world today.  Even the religion 
of the West is a part of the Western culture 
of war. 

Character development of the “eight vir-
tues” in loyalty, filial piety, kindness, love, 
trust, righteousness, harmony and peace 
form the core values of Confucianism. From 
self perfection to family harmony to good 
government to world peace is the Confucian 
roadmap to “Da tong shi jie", similar to 
Plato's Utopia. China’s Ke-Ju (civil service) 
examinations were a democratic force even 
in imperial China.  Anyone can aspire to 
fame and fortune and rise to the top with 
good performances in examinations. Even 
though the contents of the examinations 
were out of date, the entrenched practice 
has fostered life-long learning and hard-

working habits of Chinese people starting 
from childhood. 

People with Confucian qualities value 
hard work, family harmony, education and 
frugality. Instead of spending and wasteful 
habits, they have the amazing ability to 
accumulate wealth. Today, countries in the 
West are facing bankruptcies while money is 
flowing to countries in Asia.  Just witness the 
success of countries with strong Confucian 
influence--Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, Singapore and other South-
east Asian nations, not to mention today’s 
China—all the countries where chopsticks 
are used. We can say that in history, China 
“conquered” Asian countries by Chinese 
culture, not by military force.   

China’s leadership in an alliance with 
Southeast Asian nations with strong busi-
ness ties is forming an important Asian 
economic block.  China is increasing its in-
ternational presence cooperating with other 
countries, building railroads west to Europe 
and south to Singapore; oil and gas pipelines 
to Siberia and Eastern Europe. Some one 
hundred fifty years ago, trans-continental 
railroads in the US and Canada were com-
pleted with the help of Chinese labor. Now 
China has plans to build railroads for high 
speed trains not only in China, but in other 
countries as well.  It will be the new Silk 
Road replacing the one built in Han Dynasty 
2000 years ago. Its economy is growing at 
the rate of 10% a year for the last 20 years. 
China has the potential to be a new engine 
for world economic growth. 

Explosives were invented in China for 
use in fireworks, not in guns and canons. 
The Great Wall was a defensive structure. 
Even today, China has weapons for defense, 
not for invasion. Zheng He (1371-1435), a 
Muslim admiral of Ming Dynasty (1368-
1644), led 7 naval voyages of some 20,000 
men reaching as far as Africa, preceding 
Columbus’s expedition by 90 years. In 1405 
expedition, his fleet had 62 treasure ships 
the size of football fields plus 190 smaller 
ships with 27,800 men. Imagine how he 
commanded the movement of 252 ships 
at sea without modern equipment.  China 
had the world’s most advanced technology 
at the time. Unlike Columbus’s expedition 
that launched the conquests of the Colonial 
powers, Zheng He’s expeditions were for 
goodwill and trade. In the last 2000 years af-
ter Han Wudi, (141-87 BC, Emperor of Han 
Dynasty), there had been no major Chinese 
invasion of other countries. Even for him, 
the major campaigns were waged against 
Huns, who had invaded China repeatedly for 
over one hundred years. Han Emperor had 
to chase the Huns away to clear the Asian 
Steppe for peaceful living. In fact, in Chi-
nese history, most of wars against foreign 
powers were for self-defense to counter the 
aggressor. It was during his reign that Con-
fucianism became the state doctrine.  Ever 
since, it has been the dominant ideology, 
not only in China, but in some other Asian 
countries as well. In 426 years history of 
the Han Dynasty, (206 BC—220 AD), all 
the ethnic groups in China were united in a 
melting pot to form one race called “Han” 
people.  “Harmony” was the mainstream 
ideology of Confucianism;” world peace” 
was the goal. 

The U.S. has become the most power-
ful nation after World War II, admired for 
its ideas of equality, freedom, democracy 
and the rule of law; for the innovative spirit 
and advances in science and technology.  
Its constitution has served as the model for 

the world. It is still the unchallenged super 
power in economic, military and technology 
strengths. 

In recent years, wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan are draining US economy.  There 
is a lesson the U.S. could have learned from 
history. Hollywood remembered the Alamo, 
but forgot [the] Korean War, 1950--1953. 
Hundreds of movies have been made for 
all the wars-- Civil War, Alamo, World War 
I and World War II, etc— but very few for 
[the] Korean War. It was the first, but not the 
last, war that the U.S. did not win. General 
MacArthur never in his wildest dreams 
expected that the mighty U.S., the wealthi-
est and most powerful nation with the most 
advanced weaponry could not overcome the 
ill-equipped barefoot soldiers coming from 
impoverished war-torn China. President 
Truman realized the U.S. was not ready for 
another war -- China was too big a country 
to be conquered and its vast population 
would not have succumbed to foreign oc-
cupation.  As a summa cum laude graduate 
of West Point, Douglas MacArthur lacked 
just a touch of humility. He thought he knew 
better than Truman. He was fired for insub-
ordination when he openly defied President 
Truman. MacArthur once famously said: “I 
shall return”. Alas, the old soldier died. He 
just faded away. 

When we forgot [the] Korean War, we 
never learned the lesson from history. In 
retrospect, the U.S. repeated history when 
it got into the Vietnam War and the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan for which we are 
still paying dearly today, even if we don't 
consider the civilians killed and the ravages 
done to those areas. Wars on terrorists do not 
win people’s hearts, they only bring more 
hatred. These wars have produced more 
terrorists while bankrupting the country.  

In many ways, China is learning from 
the U.S. in its modernization efforts.  Can 
the U.S. learn from other cultures? The rise 
of China is viewed as a threat to the West 
because there is a lack of understanding of 
Chinese culture.  In fact, for a super power 
like the U.S. so involved in affairs around 
the globe, there is a need for better under-
standing of other cultures to formulate U.S. 
foreign policies. 

It’s important that China maintains a 
good relationship with the U.S., not only for 
the benefit of the two countries, but also for 
the world at large.  The U.S. and China also 
depend on each other to grow their econo-
mies.  If China is not viewed as a threat, 
the U.S. will have less need to carry a big 
stick--a very expensive stick.  Why not learn 
from the Chinese and carry chopsticks?  The 
U.S. can save at least a billion dollars a day.  
With less military burden, the U.S. will still 
be the richest and most powerful country in 
the world. The money saved can be better 
spent on “construction”, not “destruction”.  

We have hope that these two great na-
tions can move towards a more friendly 
and cooperative partnership to lay a solid 
foundation for world prosperity. As we enter 
the second decade of the 21st Century, hu-
man beings have made amazing progress in 
science and technology. Yet human beings 
have advanced in “civilization” without 
becoming more “civilized”. We need to 
build trust for world peace through mutual 
understanding. A fusion of the best from 
the US and China is an ideal we can aspire 
to. We hope at the end of the tunnel, is not 
a head-on collision, but world peace and 
prosperity.  

Video Challenge :  
“What’s Your Story?”

WASHINGTON – The White House 
Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders launched an online video chal-
lenge, asking participants to submit personal 
stories about people who have had an impact 
on the people around them. The effort, called 
“What’s Your Story?” aims to highlight 
community service by Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders whose dedication to a cause 
has made a difference in their communities.

Get more information and submit an 
entry online at http://www.whitehouse.
gov/WhatsYourStory by Tuesday, Nov. 
1, 2011. A video describing the Initia-
tive’s effort is available at http://youtu.be/
UiSgHYNd53Q?hd=1.

New book reveals the 
inner workings of a 
unique memorial in 
DC

The Martin Luther King, Jr. National 
Memorial on the National Mall of Washing-
ton, DC, is dedicated to the first person of 
color, first person for peace, and first person 
with no public or government position. The 
values this person represented—democracy, 
justice, peace, hope, and love—are ever 
more relevant to the advancement of hu-
man civilization in our society and in those 
of the world.

The memorial’s unique style also sets it 
apart from the other major memorials. Its 
central piece, the Stone of Hope, is the tall-
est outdoor sculpture made of granite on the 
Mall. It was designed, carved, and installed 
by Chinese master sculptor, Lei Yixin.

The new book, Stone of Hope: Martin 
Luther King Memorial and Master Sculptor 
Lei Yixin, by Mike Xiong, introduces the 
origin of the memorial project, the global 
competitive design process and controversy 
surrounding the decision on choosing the 
sculptor of record, Master Lei Yixin. The 
book illustrates the sculptor’s life experi-
ences and professional achievements, as 
well as the technical procedures in making 
the massive statue. The uniqueness of this 
memorial is insightfully analyzed as the 
global impact of Dr. King continues to sculpt 
our modern society. 

For more information on this book, 
interested parties may log on to 
www.Xlibris.com. 
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September Multicultural Programs 
at Hennepin County Library

As part of its free multicultural programs 
in September, Hennepin County Library is 
hosting the following events:

World Language Storytime: Chinese 
Thursdays, Sept. 15-29, 11-11:30 a.m. 
at Edina Library. For children age 2 
and up. Experience the world in other 
languages. 
Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration
Saturday, Sept. 17, 1:30 p.m. at Augs-
burg Park Library. Kindergarten-grade 

6. Celebrate the most popular Asian 
family holiday. Listen to moon tales, 
watch Vietnamese harvesting dances, 
make a paper lantern and join in a 
lantern parade. 

Sponsored by the Friends of the Augs-
burg Park Library.

For the complete program schedule, go 
online to www.hclib.org. 

In Pursuit of the Picturesque Quality: 
Jade Carving in Qianlong's Era 

The Minneapolis Institute of Arts hosts 
“In Pursuit of the Picturesque Quality: Jade 
Carving in Qianlong's Era,” a lecture by Liu 
Yang, Ph.D., the MIA's curator of Chinese 
Art and head of the Asian Art Department.

Although China's great tradition of 
painting had reached its zenith during the 
Tang dynasty, it was not until the late Ming 
dynasty that jade carvers began to look 
seriously at the content and form of literati 
painting for inspiration. Such "painting in 
jade" brought new possibilities and diver-
sity to the repertoire of jade carving. By 
the mid-Qing period, jade had become the 

height of fashion, as a result of the emperor 
Qianlong's advocacy. This lecture will ex-
amine the aesthetic behind the trend, the 
source of inspiration, and the picturesque 
quality of jade. 

This lecture will be presented in the 
MIA’s Pillsbury Auditorium on Sunday, 
Sept. 18, 2011 at 2 – 3 p.m. Tickets are 
US$15; US$10 for MIA members; and 
free for members of the Asian Art Affinity 
Group. To reserve tickets, call 
612-870-6323.  Visit www.artsmia.org for 
more information. 

CAAPAM presents 2011 Annual 
Conference

The 2011 Annual Conference of Chi-
nese American Academic and Professional 
Association of Minnesota (CAAPAM) will 
be held on Sunday, Sept. 18 at North Oaks 
Golf Club.  

The conference theme is “Brilliant 
One-Hundred Academic Lecture and Tea 
Ceremony - Global Views, Humanity & 
Our Heritage”.  Old friends of Minnesota, 
Dr. Charles H. C. Kao and Mrs. Ching 
Eikenberry, are especially invited honorable 
speakers and panelists.  The conference is 
co-sponsored by the College of Manage-
ment of the Metropolitan State Univer-
sity, Minnesota Chinese Cultural Services 
Center, Minnesota Chinese Veterans As-
sociation, China Center of the University 
of Minnesota, and Science & Technology 
Division of TECO in Houston.                                                                           

Major programs in the morning are a 

“Tea and Health” speech by Dr. Pai Chih 
Kao, Professor Emeritus of Laboratory 
Medicine, Mayo Medical School, Rochester, 
Minn.; “Tea Ceremony with Accompanying 
Live Music”, demonstrated by Tea Cer-
emony Expert, Mrs. Peiju Liu Picard, with 
live background Chinese music by Er-Hu 
Amateur, Mr. Charles Chiang.

In the afternoon, major programs in-
cludes photo slide presentation on “100 
Years of Chinese American History in Min-
nesota” by Mr. Jack H. P. Hsiao; keynote 
speech on ”Economic Perspective of the 
Greater China” by Dr. Charles H. C. Kao; 
featured speech on “Today's Afghan Women 
— From the Eyes of a Chinese Woman” 
by Mrs. Ching Eikenberry; and “Theme 
Panel Discussion” by moderator: Dr. John 
C. P. Huang, and panelists : Dr. Charles H. 
C. Kao, Mrs. Ching Eikenberry, and Mrs. 
Lih-In Rezania.

Also, Dr. Charles H. C. Kao will auto-
graph his new book during the social time.
《Read to Save Their Own》The new book 
is available in limited quantities, please 
reserve in advance. 

For program information please con-
tact: 651-239-8962, for registration, please 
contact: ChineseCulture@netscape.net. For 
more about CAAPAM, visit 
http://caapam.org/. 

CAAPAM Board Members, 2011*

*Board member Biing-Hui Su not pictured

UCBC presents China’s Health 
System

The US-China Business Connections 
September breakfast meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, Sept. 7, 2011 from 7:30 -9:30 
a.m. at the Auditorium at Dunwoody Col-
lege, 818 Dunwoody Blvd., Minneapolis, 
Minn. 55403.

The topic of the meeting is: "Insuring 
your health and property while doing busi-
ness internationally."

Speakers Gary Helm MHP Director 
Employee Benefits Bearence Management 
Group, and Michelle Colona, Vice President 

of National Accounts, for CIGNA Interna-
tional, Houston, Texas, will discuss China’s 
Health System-what you need to know, how 
to meet needs of key talent, and insuring 
your business for trade with China.

To make a reservation to attend, e-mail 
ucbcevent@gmail.com or call Jim Smith 
at 612-865-6543. The cost is US$25 per 
person. Parking is free in the student lot. 

Moon Festival Fundraiser held for 
Learning in Style School
By Greg Hugh, Staff Writer

Although the Mid-Autumn Festival (or Moon Festival) is held on the 15th day of the 
eighth month in the Chinese calendar, which is in September or early October in the Gre-
gorian calendar (this year it is Sept. 12), this was an appropriate time, according to David 
Sr. and Helen Fong (Fongs) to hold a Moon Festival fundraiser recently at University 
Buffet in St. Paul to benefit the Learning in Style School.

In the Twin Cities area, 
Learning in Style School is 
a nonprofit educational in-
stitute committed to provid-
ing Chinese and other new 
immigrants free learning in 
English, math, computer 
science and U.S. citizen test 
preparation.  The school is 
affiliated with the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Carondelet.  
Since it was founded in 
1994, students from over 
70 countries have stud-
ied there.  Many Chinese 
immigrants succeeded in 
finding jobs through the 
school’s training programs 
and became assimilated 
into American society.  

Due to high expenses in providing free courses to hundreds of students and in main-
taining the facility, the school is constantly running under a tight budget with very limited 
resources for its building renovation which prompted the Fongs to spearhead this fundraiser 
to raise money for renovating the school building.  As a result of their efforts, a check for 
US$12,000.00 was presented to the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet.

Special acknowledgement 
to Asian Foods Company for 
providing all the food for the 
Moon Festival fundraiser and to 
the University Buffet for offer-
ing its space for the event and 
contributing all of the evening’s 
ticket revenue to Learning in 
Style.  The following sponsors 
also deserve recognition:  Asia 
Chow Mein, David Fong’s 
Bloomington Restaurant, Go 
Go Hair Salon, Hong Kong 
Noodles Restaurant, Interna-
tional Mortgage, Jade Fountain, 
Keefer Court Bakery & Café, 
King’s City Restaurant, Lee’s 
Express, Mandarin Kitchen, 
Osaka Sushi Restaurant, Ross-
West Bank Pharmacy, Sang 
Chinese Brush Painting, and 
Sunny Sky Asian Antiques & Gifts. 

In addition there were many other businesses that provided their support along with 
many individual members of the Chinese community that showed up in great numbers and 
patiently waited to be seated at the buffet because of the large turnout.

Learning in Style School is located at 2200 Nicollet Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN  55404.  
To learn more about their services or make a donation, phone 612-870-1818 or visit their 
Web site at www.learninginstyleschool.org. 

Helen Fong greeting contributors at the fundraiser for 
Learning in Style School

Presentation of check for US$12,000.00 
(Left to Right):Tim and Winnie Ng, David and Helen 
Fong, Irene O’Neill, Ann Kor and Alice Poon

Some of the guests enjoying their brunch at University Buffet



Tickets are available for most Twins games this season.
Check back often for up-to-date availability.

TWINSBASEBALL.COM • 612-33-TWINS

Minnesota is my community.  
The Twins are 

MY TEAM.
— David Kang, CEO & Executive Director

of Multicultural Understanding Inc. 
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U.S. Commerce Secretary Gary Locke 
resigns and becomes the next 
U.S. Ambassador to China
Acting Deputy Secretary Dr. Rebecca M. Blank Assumes Role of Acting Commerce Secretary

WASHINGTON – U.S. Commerce Sec-
retary Gary Locke formally resigned [Aug. 
1] and was sworn-in by Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton as the next U.S. Ambassador 
to the People’s Republic of China.

“It has been the honor of a lifetime serv-
ing as Commerce Secretary for President 
Obama.  I’m proud of the men and women 
with whom I had the privilege to work and 
the tremendous accomplishments we’ve 
made together in the last 28 months,” Am-
bassador Locke said. 

“From increasing U.S. exports and 
reducing patent application wait times, to 
creating the foundation for a national smart 
grid and taking an important first step to 
reform the export control system, we have 
helped create jobs, lay the foundation for 
future economic growth and made Ameri-
can companies more innovative at home 
and more competitive abroad. And we did 
all of this while making the Commerce 
Department more efficient and responsive 
to its stakeholders," Locke noted, citing the 
2010 Census in particular.

It came in on time and 25 percent under 
budget, saving taxpayers nearly US$1.9 
billion.

“From Asia to South America to Ohio 
and Iowa, I have met with foreign leaders, 
CEOs, inventors and small business own-
ers. Throughout my travels, I have seen the 
worldwide appeal of American products 
and the ingenuity of the American people.  
While Commerce secretary was one of the 
best jobs I’ve ever had, I’m excited to take 
on the challenge of serving as our nation’s 
top envoy to China.  I look forward to con-
tinuing my service to the American people.”

Since taking the helm at the Commerce 
Department in March 2009, Locke has 

played an instrumental role in promoting the 
products and services of U.S. businesses in 
foreign markets.  As the Cabinet official in 
charge of implementing President Obama’s 
National Export Initiative, Locke presided 
over a 17 percent increase in exports com-
pared to 2009.  During his tenure, Locke led 
a clean energy trade mission to China and 
Indonesia in May 2010, a high-tech trade 
mission to India in February 2011, and a 
congressional-delegation to South Korea 
in April 2011, to build support for the U.S.-
South Korea trade agreement.  Locke also 
co-chaired two sessions of the U.S.-China 
Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade, 
which helped to level the playing field for 
U.S. businesses and promote American 
products and services in the growing Chi-

nese market. Exports to China saw a 32-per-
cent increase in 2010 compared to 2009.

Under Locke’s leadership, the Com-
merce Department also achieved the most 
significant reduction in the patent applica-
tion backlog since 2000; reduced the aver-
age time needed to award a competitive 
economic development grant from 140 days 
to 20 days; streamlined Department business 
services through the Commerce Connect 
one-stop shop initiative; efficiently distrib-
uted nearly US$5 billion in Recovery Act 
funds for broadband development in under 
18 months, which helped create more than 
120,000 miles of broadband infrastructure; 
and, oversaw a significant first step in the 
President’s export control reform effort 

that strengthens our national security, while 
making U.S. companies more competitive 
by easing their licensing burden for exports 
to partners and allies.

Dr. Rebecca M. Blank, Acting Deputy 
Secretary of the Commerce Department, 
will serve as Acting Commerce Secretary. 
Blank has served as Acting Deputy Secre-
tary since November 2010. 

“Ambassador Locke has been a tremen-
dous leader for our department.  We will 
all miss him and wish him the best of luck 
in China,” Blank said.  “I look forward to 
continuing the department’s work. Our mis-
sion is important to foster economic growth 
and create jobs by working with American 
businesses to make them more innovative at 
home and more competitive abroad.”

As Acting Deputy Secretary, Blank 
oversaw matters of management and policy 
for the department’s 12 bureaus, function-
ing as Commerce’s chief operating officer.  
Blank has served Locke since June 2009 as 
his principal economic advisor in her role as 
Under Secretary for Economic Affairs and 
head of the Economics and Statistics Ad-
ministration (ESA). ESA oversees the two 
premier statistical agencies in the United 
States, the Census Bureau and the Bureau 
of Economic Analysis. 

In May, President Obama nominated 
John Bryson to serve as the next Commerce 
Secretary. As a key member of the Presi-
dent’s economic team, Mr. Bryson would 
bring decades of knowledge and experience 
from the public and private sectors, and 
will provide valuable ideas and initiatives 
to strengthen America’s competitiveness 
around the world. His nomination is current-
ly being considered by the U.S. Senate. 

Elaine L. Chao elected to the Board of 
Wells Fargo & Company

SAN FRANCISCO —Wells Fargo & 
Company (NYSE:WFC) said [Jun. 28] that 
its board of directors has elected Elaine L. 
Chao, the former U. S. Secretary of Labor 

and the first Asian Pacific American woman 
to be appointed to a presidential cabinet, to 
the company’s board of directors, effective 
July 1, 2011.

Chao will serve on the board’s Finance 
and Corporate Responsibility committees. 
Her election makes her the 15th director on 
the company's board.

“Elaine Chao’s distinguished career 
spans the public, private and non-profit 
sectors, giving her extensive experience in 
leading large, high-profile organizations op-
erating in complex environments,” said John 
Stumpf, Wells Fargo's chairman and CEO. 
“This makes her a valuable addition to our 
board, someone who will play an important 
role as she joins us in continuing to guide the 
company through unprecedented regulatory 
and market challenges. Her election is good 
news for Wells Fargo's many stakeholders.”

“Wells Fargo is among the most suc-
cessful financial services companies in 
the world, with a long history of customer 
focus,” Chao said. “Joining the board as 
Wells Fargo nears the completion of its 

integration with Wachovia is a special op-
portunity to provide some new perspective 
to a company of significant importance to 
the U.S. economy.”

“Ms. Chao is an accomplished leader 
whose expertise in building constructive 
working relationships with diverse stake-
holders offers valuable insights,” said Philip 
J. Quigley, lead director of Wells Fargo's 
board and chair of its Governance and 
Nominating Committee. “The board looks 
forward to working with her and benefitting 
from her experience.”

Chao was the nation’s 24th secretary for 
the U.S. Department of Labor, serving from 
2001 to 2009, and the longest serving Labor 
Department secretary since World War II. 
From 1996 to 2001, and presently, Chao was 
and is a distinguished fellow at The Heritage 
Foundation, an educational and research or-
ganization based in Washington, D.C. From 
1992 to 1996, she was president and CEO 
of the United Way of America, and from 
1991 to 1992 served as director of the Peace 
Corps. Her previous government experience 

Secretary Clinton officiates the swearing-in ceremony for Ambassador to China Gary 
Locke, at the Department of State. 

State Department photo by Michael Gross.

Elaine L. Chao

also includes serving as deputy secretary of 
the U.S. Department of Transportation from 
1989 to 1991; chairman of the Federal Mari-
time Commission from 1988 to 1989, and 
deputy maritime administrator in the U.S. 
Department of Transportation from 1986 to 
1988. She has worked with Bank of America 
Capital Markets Group and Citicorp in New 
York. She graduated from Mount Holyoke 
College with a degree in economics and 
has a master’s in business administration 
degree from Harvard Business School. She 
is the recipient of 34 honorary doctorate 
degrees. Chao is a member of the Board 
of Directors of Dole Food Company Inc., 
and a board member of several non-profit 
organizations, including the National World 
War II Museum. 

Prior to her latest government service, 
she had served on a number of corporate 
boards, including the National Association 
of Security Dealers; Raymond James Finan-
cial; Northwest Airlines; and HCA Hospital 
Corporation of America. 
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Cultural Jambalaya names
attorney and community activist
Amy Xu to Board of Directors 

Min (Amy) S. Xu, attorney and partner 
with Dorsey & Whitney LLP, has been 
named to the board of directors of Cul-
tural Jambalaya.  Edina-based Cultural 
Jambalaya, (www.CulturalJam.org) is an 
award-winning nonprofit that creatively 
uses international photography to promote 
understanding and respect for all cultures.  

Xu is a patent attorney with substan-
tial experience in the field of electronics, 
telecommunication, computer systems and 
medical devices, and extensive knowledge 
of intellectual property rights and enforce-
ment in China.  She earned a B.S. in Elec-
trical Engineering/Computer Science from 
Fudan University in Shanghai, China; M.S. 
in Electrical Engineering/Computer Science 
from the University of Minnesota;  and J.D. 
from William Mitchell College of Law. She 
has received The Business Journal’s 2002 
"Up and Coming Attorneys" Award and 
2003 "Women in Business" Award.

 An active member of numerous non-
profit boards and civic projects, Xu has 
served as a national board director for the 

University of Minnesota Alumni Board; 
director for William Mitchell College of 
Law Alumni Board; director and advisory 
board member for National 
Asian Pacific American 
Bar Association, Minne-
sota; director for Silent 
Sports Foundation; and 
council board director for 
the China Center of Uni-
versity of Minnesota.  She 
has also been recognized 
by Dorsey & Whitney for 
her work with Habitat for 
Humanity and received the 
firm’s pro bono housing 
award.  

In addition to her dis-
tinctive international law 
practice and community 
involvements, Xu is a licensed pilot and an 
active outdoors enthusiast, even competing 
in cross-country cycling races.  In 2008 and 
2010, she participated in the grueling 3,000-
mile Race Across America (RAAM), which 

is considered one of the world’s toughest 
endurance races, as official completion 
requires cyclists to cover 250 miles per day 

within 12 days.  Her efforts 
supported Camp Odayin, a 
Minnesota camp for young 
people with heart disease.  
Xu and her husband, Mike 
Schumann, live in Plym-
outh, Minn.  

Other Cultural Jam-
balaya board members 
include Colleen Needles, 
president of Tremendous! 
Entertainment;  Chris-
tine Fruechte, president 
of Colle + McVoy;  Cathy 
Lawrence, development 
director at Twin Cities 
RISE!;  Grayce Belvedere 

Young, president of organization develop-
ment, The Prouty Project;  Rayla Allison, 
associate director, School of Kinesiology, 
University of Minnesota;  Pat Brenna, 
auctioneer and president of Bizgal;  James 

Peterson, Twin Cities event planner;  Denise 
Gamache, director of the Twin Cities-based 
Battered Women’s Justice Project;  Jennifer 
Lea Verly, accountant at Divine, Scherzer & 
Brody, Ltd.;  and Gail Shore, president of 
Shore to Shore Communications, Inc.

About Cultural Jambalaya
Founded in 2005 by globe trekker and 

photographer Gail Shore, Cultural Jamba-
laya (www.CulturalJam.org) is a Minnesota 
501(c)(3) volunteer-based nonprofit that 
uses international photography to advance 
cultural understanding and acceptance.  
Shore travels the world on self-funded 
solo treks to obtain compelling images of 
individuals and the traditions, rituals and 
religions that enrich fragile cultures around 
the world. Many of her images are currently 
available to educators who want to cre-
atively and visually illustrate to students the 
diverse cultural backgrounds that continue 
to make up more of America’s rich mosaic.  
Cultural Jambalaya has plans to partner 
with businesses with global interests to 
create customized programming to support 
corporate diversity initiatives.

Together with Twin Cities’ Tremendous! 
Entertainment, Cultural Jambalaya was rec-
ognized in 2010 for excellence in cultural 
education with a national Telly Award for 
“Windows & Mirrors,” a one-of-a-kind 
educational DVD, featuring images and 
narratives from across the globe. 

Jennie Hsiao celebrates 80th birthday at 
the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
By Greg Hugh, Staff Writer

Although her 
birthday really isn’t 
for several months, 
that didn’t stop Jen-
nie Hsiao from hold-
ing a celebration re-
cently for several 
hundred of her close 
and personal friends 
with a brunch at the 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum located 
in Chanhassen, MN.  The date was selected 
to be the monthly activity for the Chinese 
Senior Center Society (CSCS) members of 
which Jennie is President.

The celebration day started off overcast 
but since the brunch was held indoors that 
did not deter the gathering from enjoying 
the program that began with the registration 
process while a slideshow presentation was 
being played as guests settled into their as-
signed seats.

Howell Shaw, Jennie’s eldest son, 
started the program with a few announce-
ments including that the brunch menu was 
a fusion of western and Asian items to 
signify the blending of both cultures.  He 
also asked that there was to be a moment of 
silence to honor the memories of Jennie’s 
late husband, Fred Hsiao, and an uncle who 
recently passed away.

After the gathering had completed their 
brunch, Thom Dreeze, a representative of 
the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum sang 
a stylized rendition of happy birthday which 
was followed by the more traditional version 
by the whole gathering.  The cake cutting 
followed after Jennie struggled with blow-
ing out all of the candles but eventually 
birthday cake was enjoyed by all while the 
Ha Family Sisters sang a few songs. 

Next, not on the program, was a pre-
sentation by Helen Fong, Vice President of 
CSCS, during which she presented sepa-
rately donations by CSCS board members 
and other CSCS members to the proposed 
Chinese garden as recommended by Jennie 
in lieu of birthday gifts to her personally. 

Following this presentation, Jennie’s 
eldest son, Howell, offered some thoughts 
on his mom’s life which in a nutshell rec-
ognized her persistence in spite of her being 
legally blind and what a great negotiator 
she is.  Those comments were followed by 
Second Son, Hoyt Hsiao, who remarked 
that his mom was an avid traveler whom 
has taught him to be independent at a very 
early age but everything was done in a lov-
ing manner. Next to offer some remarks was 
Youngest Son, Holden who stated that not 
only was his mom an avid traveler, but a 
very adventurous one that was, despite her 
handicap, not afraid to travel alone despite 
surviving a few mishaps that can only be 
attributed to good luck.

Following the remarks from her sons, 
Sherri Gilbert of the Minnesota Historical 
Society, followed with her remarks about 
when she met Jennie and Fred Hsiao years 
ago when she authored the book, Chinese in 
Minnesota, how helpful and generous they 
were in providing material for the book and 
while they have been included in the book 
and subsequent exhibits at the Historical 
Society, they are now also featured in the 
Chinese Museum in New York.

Speaking next was Kaimay Terry who 
described in more detail Jennie’s medical 
condition known as myopic degeneration 
and how this has not deterred Jennie from 
being an active member of the Chinese 
community. Terry also recounted how she 

met Jennie some 16 years ago when she was 
encouraged by her to be more community 
active even though she was busy running her 
own business.  Jennie shared a saying that 
she received in a fortune cookie that stated 
“Just do it!”  Needless to say, Jennie has 
quite literally made this saying an integral 
part of her life.

Dr. Ed Schneider, Arboretum Director, 
then spoke and thanked Jennie as well as the 
entire Hsiao Family for mak-
ing the generous lead donation 
to help establish a premier 
Chinese garden in Minnesota.

The vision for such a gar-
den was then presented by 
Damon Farber, a local ar-
chitect that has been chosen 
to assist in the design of the 
Chinese garden.  According 
to Farber, “the Chinese Gar-
den is like the first drop of 
rain in a pond.  It portends a 
prospect.  It understands that 
there will be more drops in the 
future, and in our case, it will 
promote dialogue and inform 
the vision.”

Acknowledgements were 
then provided by Howell and 
Frank Molek, Director of De-
velopment for the Arboretum, 
added that the wives of the 
Hsiao sons, Nina (Howell), 
Zheng Zheng Lou (Hoyt) and 
Yu Wen (Holden) deserved 
recognition as the other sig-
nificant women in the Hsiao 
family.

At the conclusion of this 
celebration, the guests were 

invited to stay and enjoy the more than 1,100 
acres of gardens or take the 3 mile drive 
through the Landscape Arboretum.

For additional information regarding 
the vision of a Chinese garden at the Arbo-
retum, contact Frank J. Molek, Director of 
Development and Communications of the 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum at 
952-443-1433. 

Min (Amy) S. Xu

Jennie Hsiao

The drawing below represents the vision of the yet 
to be named, yet to be sited Chinese Garden at the 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 
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The Emperor’s Private Paradise Exhibition
Soon to end at the Milwaukee Art Museum

Following a summer of rave 
reviews and much praise, the 
Milwaukee Art Museum’s Sum-

mer of CHINA exhibition series is entering 
its final days. The feature exhibition, The 
Emperor’s Private Paradise: Treasures 
from the Forbidden City, is on view through 
Sunday, September 11, 2011, leaving only a 
few short weeks to experience these objects 
outside of China.

The Museum is one of only three muse-
ums in the world to showcase over ninety 
objects of ceremony and leisure—from 
paintings and garden components to fur-
niture and cloisonné—from the Qianlong 

Garden and the Forbidden City in Beijing, 
never before seen by the public.

“The overwhelming public response 
over The Emperor’s Private Paradise has 
been inspiring,” said Daniel Keegan, direc-
tor of the Milwaukee Art Museum. “At-
tendance has been higher than expected for 
this must-see exhibition, and to be able to 
share this experience with Museum visitors 
has been a treat.”

A two-acre jewel in the immense 180-
acre Forbidden City complex, the Qian-
long (pronounced chee’en lohng) Garden 
is praised for its unique combination of 
Northern and Southern Chinese garden 
design elements and interiors. Built in the 
eighteenth century, the garden complex was 
part of the Qianlong emperor’s ambitious 
twelve-acre retreat, commissioned in antici-
pation of his retirement. Buddhist shrines, 
open-air gazebos, sitting rooms, libraries, 
theaters, and gardens were interspersed with 
bamboo groves and other natural arrange-
ments. In 2001, the Palace Museum and 
the World Monuments Fund (WMF) began 
the restoration of the Qianlong Garden’s 
twenty-seven buildings, pavilions, outdoor 
elements—and the objects that would later 
travel to the United States in The Emperor’s 
Private Paradise: Treasures from the For-
bidden City.

The Museum is the last destination for 
the exhibition before these treasures are 
returned to China.

“This is the public’s last chance to see 
these objects, because once they are back 
in China, they will be reinstalled in the 
restored gardens and will not travel again,” 
said Keegan. “If you haven’t experienced 
them yet, do it now.”

As part of the Summer of China exhibi-
tion series, several additional exhibitions 
are being held simultaneously to enhance 

the China experience:
• Emerald Mountains: Modern Chinese 

Ink Paintings from the Chu-tsing Li Collec-
tion—the finest and most extensive collec-
tion of its kind in the West

• Warriors, Beasts, and Spirits: Early 
Chinese Art from the James Conley Col-
lection—an unprecedented, comprehensive 
view of the artistic development of Chinese 
funerary art from the Han, Tang, and Ming 
dynasties.

• On Site: Zhan Wang—an updated, 
twenty-first-century makeover in stainless 
steel of traditional scholars’ rocks by the 
Beijing-based artist.

• Way of the Dragon: The Chinoiserie 
Style, 1710–1830 –an exploration into the 
Chinese-inspired ornamentation style as an 
expression of Western ideas about the East.  
Although all of the previous exhibits will 
end Sept.11, 2011, Way of the Dragon will 
continue to remain on display until Nov. 6, 
2011 in the Decorative Arts Gallery.

Also added to the exhibitions is a for-
mation of Chinese contemporary warriors 
by world-renowned contemporary artist 
Yue Minjun.  This latest addition to the 

Summer of China series will be on view 
through December, 2011 in the Museum’s 
Contemporary Galleries on the Main Level.

“The work of Yue Minjun invites ex-
ploration into the relationship between con-
temporary art and current issues in modern 
Chinese society,” said Brady Roberts, chief 
curator of the Milwaukee Art Museum. 
“Yue provides another perspective to what 
currently comprises the Summer of CHINA 
experience.”

Yue Minjun, a leading contemporary art-
ist based in Beijing, China, is best known for 
his self-portrait paintings. Yue casts himself 
in a variety of large-scale compositions, and 
always with a grotesquely wide-mouthed, 
laughing face. Referencing the utopian 
propaganda of earlier Chinese Social realist 
paintings, his work creates allegories critical 
of the Chinese government in works that are 
humorously laced with cynicism.

“Chinese Contemporary Warriors is 
a sculptural installation that continues in 
the same manner of satire,” said Roberts. 
“Mindlessly happy in their uniformity, the 
compliant citizens of this absurd army recall 
the famed terra-cotta warriors from Xian. 
Rather than the serious visages of the war-
riors, however, these figures convey ‘see no 
evil, hear no evil, speak no evil.’” 

The Milwaukee Art Museum’s far-
reaching holdings include more than 25,000 
works spanning antiquity to the present 
day. With a history dating back to 1888, the 
Museum houses a collection with strengths 
in 19th- and 20th-century American and 
European art, contemporary art, American 
decorative arts, and folk and self-taught 
art. The Museum includes the Santiago 
Calatrava-designed Quadracci Pavilion, 
named by Time magazine as “Best Design 
of 2001.” For more information, please visit 
www.mam.org. 

Eden Prairie School District and given a 
tour of the high school.  Following a pizza 
luncheon the students left for the Landscape 
Arboretum to enjoy a walking tour of the 
facility. At the end of the day, as would be 
the normal routine for the rest of the week, 
the students were picked up by their host 
families to continue their evening with them.

Over the course of the week, the visitors 
from Loudi participated in activities that 
included school tours, shopping at the Mall 
of America, visiting the Minnesota History 
Center, visiting the Science Museum of 
Minnesota, watching a movie at the Om-
nitheater, talking via Skype with families 
in China, as well as visiting the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, Fort Snelling, Walker 
Sculpture Garden, Mill City Museum, St. 
Anthony Falls Lock and Dam Tour, Stone 
Arch Bridge, Lake Calhoun and the Uptown 
Art Fair.

The weekend again was left up to the 
host families to do whatever they wanted 
to do but all were welcome to attend a bar-
beque that was hosted at the Conboy home 
in Eden Prairie.

On Monday, Aug. 8, the last day of 
planned activities included a tour of the 
State Capitol and the Como Zoo and Con-
servatory.  The 10-day visit then concluded 
with a dinner and presentation of certificates 
of achievement presented to the students 

from Loudi and certificates of apprecia-
tion to the host families by Stephen West, 
Executive Director of Educational Services 
of Eden Prairie at New Century Buffet. The 
dinner and presentation was attended by 
about 100 people.  The Loudi group con-
cluded their visit to the United States with 
stops in Boston, New York and Washington, 
D.C. before they returned home.  

All travel arrangements were handled 
by CIAC Travel. The staff at Eden Prairie 
Schools, lead by teacher Mark Kingsbury 
and his wife Tessie, did an amazing job of 
organizing this event for its sister school.  

China Insight and its China education 
affiliate, Global Learning Alliance, were 
honored to assist Eden Prairie Schools and 
Loudi No. 1 Middle School in coordinating 
this visit.  Richard He, President of China 
Insight and Global Learning Alliance is 
originally from Loudi City and he continues 
to be committed to making sure that these 
visits take place; are a memorable experi-
ence for everyone; and that the sharing of 
cross cultural exchanges can be experienced 
by all.  The generosity of host families is 
especially important in such an exchange; 
gratitude is extended to all who opened 
their homes to these 
visitors from Loudi, 
China.  

“Portrait of the Qianlong Emperor” Ink and 
colors on silk. 99 ½ x 59 inches 
(253 x 150 cm). ©Palace Museum

Throne. From Yanghe Jingshe. Zitan, 
bamboo, jade, semi-precious stones, and 
lacquer. 38 ½ x 46 ¼ x 33 inches 
(98 x 117.5 x 84 cm). ©Palace Museum

Eden Prairie School District plays host to students from Loudi, China
continues from Page 1

All photos provided by 
Daisy Huang
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China’s Diversity Initiatives and 
Dr. Samuel L. Myers
By Jodi Yim James, Staff Writer

At the Opening Ceremony for the 
2008 Olympics in Beijing, we 
saw 56 different ethnic groups 

represented by local children in the ethnic 
costumes of these 56 groups. The children 
clustered around a giant Chinese flag in a 

beautiful display.
In the Chinese patriotic song, 爱我中

华 (ài wǒ zhōng huá) or “I love China”, 
these 56 different groups are described as 
a constellation of flowers which make up 
the Chinese people. The Chinese govern-
ment officially recognizes these 56 differ-
ent ethnic groups and languages. These 
“brothers and sisters” (兄弟姐妹, xiōng dì 
jiě mèi), the song proudly proclaims, create 
the harmony and diversity of the beautiful 
family of China. The song pronounces that 
the 56 nationalities or groups of people, in 
all of their languages, join together to say, 
“I love China.”

Right here in the Twin Cities, at the 
Humphrey School of Public Affairs at the 
University of Minnesota, we have our very 
own expert on diversity and variety of eth-
nic populations, Dr. Samuel L. Myers. As 
a globally recognized authority on diverse 
populations, Dr. Myers has studied the 
Chinese government enterprise regarding 
the Chinese population of 56 groups, called 
China’s Diversity Initiatives. 

Using microeconomic policy analy-
sis Dr. Myers researches ethnic equality 
and public policy. He is the Roy Wilkins 
Professor of Human Relations and Social 
Justice and directs the Roy Wilkins Center 
for Human Relations and Social Justice. 
He specializes in the impacts of social poli-
cies on the various groups in the broader 
population. He pioneered the use of applied 
econometric techniques to examine particu-
lar racial disparities. Dr. Myers’ doctorate 
in economics is from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. He has taught in 
a number of graduate school programs in 
higher education in the United States and 
served as a consultant to many governmental 
agencies and committees. 

Dr. Myers has lived and conducted re-
search, boots on the ground, in China, and 
travels there annually. Recently I had the 
opportunity to sit down with Dr. Myers; 
he shared information about his work and 
he shared insight regarding perspectives 
on China’s Diversity Initiatives. It was a 
fascinating and enlightening event.

China’s Diversity Initiatives were intro-
duced by the Chinese Communist Party at its 
inception, right from the start of the present 

administration, in 1949. A ruling was put 
into law that banned discrimination against 
ethnic minorities. Since the Han group is the 
recognized majority in China by the Com-
munist Party, this meant that it was illegal to 
discriminate against the other 55 officially 

recognized groups.
However, from 1949 to the 1970’s, 

China’s economy was broadly stagnant 
due to the beginning of the new adminis-
tration, and due to recovery from the civil 
war, following the end of the days of the 
traditional Chinese empire. Therefore, there 
was not a great deal of economic improve-
ment for anyone, majority or minority; the 
ban against discrimination did not have a 
notable, if any, effect.

In 1970, China opened up economically 
and thus began a gradual fiscal thriving 
that continues to this day. In 2008, China 
celebrated the 30-year anniversary of the 
beginning of this transformation, the open-
ing of trade and industry. During the 30 
years of growth, the Chinese government 
established a series of affirmative actions or 
modifications that were designed to remedy 
the conditions of all 55 groups. 

Dr. Myers’ work in China focuses on 
the analysis of the effect of these Diversity 
Initiatives on each of the 55 minority popu-
lations. One of the questions he addresses 
is, “As the ocean of economic boom rises, 
do all ships rise, and equally so?” In other 
words, one must look at how each of the 56 
different ethnic groups in China is faring in 
the current economic expansion of China. 
Because Dr. Myers is an expert on econom-
ics and ethnicity here in the United States, 
he compares the equality in economic rise 
in the United States with that of China. 
Furthermore, in doing this comparison, his 
work likewise considers what the United 
States can learn from China in regard to 
diversity initiatives.

The most visible and first diversity ini-
tiative in China was the establishment of 
the autonomous regions for various ethnic 
groups. This initiative gave positive politi-
cal agency to certain ethnic peoples in their 
regions. An autonomous region is a minority 
entity, which has a higher population of a 
particular minority ethnic group. There are 
five autonomous regions in China: the Tibet-
ans in Tibet (西藏自治区 Xīzàng Zìzhìqū 
or 藏 Zàng), the Zhuangs in Guangxi (广
西壮族自治区 Guǎngxī Zhuàngzú Zìzhìqū 
or 桂 Guì), the Uyghurs in Xinjiang (新疆
维吾尔自治区Xīnjiāng Wéiwú'ěr Zìzhìqū 
or 新 Xīn), the Mongols in Inner Mongolia 

(内蒙古自治区 Nèiměnggǔ Zìzhìqū or 蒙 
Měng), and the Huis in Ningxia (宁夏回族
自治区 Níngxià Huízú Zìzhìqū or 宁Níng). 

Included in this Diversity Initiative of 
the creation of autonomous regions is the 
intention of establishing political represen-
tation for minorities in rural areas. Certain 
requirements, as specified in the “Election 
Laws for the National People’s Congress”, 
introduce a not-so-rigid quota system in the 
hope of encouraging the elections of more 
minority representatives from every region 
of China. 

The gāo kǎo (高考) or college entrance 
exam is another area of the Diversity Ini-
tiatives of the Chinese government. This 
exam is the capstone of college preparatory 
education in China and the exam score de-
termines each student’s future education. It 
is a national exam and those who do well 
are admitted to the first tier or what could 
be said are the Ivy League universities of 
China. These are national and renowned 
research universities as opposed to the lo-
cal provincial institutions. An admission 
to these top schools is virtually a full ride 
scholarship for what is arguably the best 
higher education in China. Parents begin to 
prepare their children for this entrance exam 
at an early age.

The gāo kǎo (高考) Diversity Initiative 
grants extra points to ethnic minorities on 
their final exam scores. It is not a set-aside 
program and does not guarantee a certain 
number of slots of admission for particular 
ethnic minorities to the top universities. 
There are no quotas. However, it does grant 
extra points in their scores to certain ethnic 
minorities. As one would anticipate, there 
is some controversy among the majority in 
China about the fairness of these extra points 
given to minorities. 

One of the issues for discussion regard-
ing Diversity Initiatives is the Hukou (户口
hùkǒu) or huji (户籍hùjí), that is, residency 
benefits. In a citizen’s registered residency, 
he or she is granted certain government-pro-
vided benefits such as housing, health care, 
social insurance, education and pension. 
These benefits, provided by the Chinese 
central government, can provide opportunity 
and create a more level playing field for 
those in great need and disparity. However, 
these benefits are initially provided in the 
citizen’s official birthplace residency. 

Therefore, when a student from a distant 
autonomous region gains access to a bright 
future through admission to a major research 
and renowned university such as the Univer-
sity of Beijing, the student may forfeit their 
Hukou benefits as they are living outside of 
their Hukou. These rural students that win 
admission to a major university, have a key 
decision to make in regard to accepting 
that admission. It can mean the transition 
of relocating Hukou benefits. This may 
counterbalance the gain of being admitted 
to the major university. 

Today, many people may want to change 
their Hukou to the urban areas.  Poor rural 
people, whether minority or not, can work 
in the urban areas but they cannot secure the 
social security and housing benefits, which 
reside in their Hukou. Students, however, 
are often able to secure a change in their 
Hukou. 

Some of the rural students opt to stay in 
their area, keep their Hukou benefits there 

and then attend a less-prestigious provincial 
university in their Hukou locale. In this case 
the extra points on the Gao Kao college 
entrance exam do not provide a gain to the 
student. There is, thus, ambivalence with re-
gard to the decision-making in this situation.

In any case, a student can always relo-
cate his Hukou back to his birthplace and 
reclaim the benefits, so long as he’s made up 
his mind to find a job in his underdeveloped 
hometown instead of big cities like Beijing.

As Dr. Myers analyzes diversity ini-
tiatives, he asks the questions, “Do they 
help or provide the assistance intended? 
Do they hurt? In the end, who benefits? Is 
discrimination remedied, as envisioned?” In 
the history of the United States, we have had 
affirmative action to address the disparity 
of minorities. In both China and the United 
States, how it all works is not necessarily 
easily evident, nor is the economic disparity 
among minority populations easily resolved.

Dr. Myers has brought his research in 
China back to the United States for a greater 
understanding of our own country’s diver-
sity initiatives. China and the United States 
are similar countries in geographical size 
(tied for #3/#4 in area in the world). They 
are also two countries with great diversity 
and great economic accomplishment. Dr. 
Myers’ research facilitates a compelling dis-
cussion and incredible understanding about 
diversity in both countries. How fortunate 
we are to have him in Minnesota right here 
at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs. 

Jodi Yim James writes about education 
or academia and the Chinese language and 
culture (where education is highly valued). 
She is an educator and has been a part of 
the Chinese community for the last 30 years, 
as wife of the late Charles Yim James and 
the mom of two Chinese/Norwegian (East 
meets West) American sons.

Dr. Samuel L. Myers

The Great Celestial 
Abstraction: 
Chinese Art in the 
21st Century

The Great Celestial Abstraction: 
Chinese Art in the 21st Century, cu-
rated by Achille Bonito Oliva, will 
be exhibited at the Katherine E. Nash 
Gallery, Regis Center for Art at the 
University of Minnesota Sept. 10 to 
Oct. 15, 2011. Visit http://art.umn.edu 
for more information. 
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Kimerly Miller: 
Children learning 
Chinese in Minnesota
By Jodi Yim James, Staff Writer

Kimerly Miller is an expert on 
Immersion Education. In Min-
nesota, there has been an aver-

age of one new Chinese Immersion program 
opening up each year in the last six years. 
Recently, I had the opportunity to visit with 
Ms. Miller about second language educa-
tion and Minnesota Chinese Immersion 
programs.

Ms. Miller herself is a product of learn-
ing a second language when she was a 
child. She studied French when she was in 
elementary school in Rochester, Minn. At 
the age of eight, she began her study and 
her life-long love of the French language 
and culture. As she looks back at her career, 
she is amazed at how many of her major 
decisions and opportunities were impacted 
by this early opportunity to begin studying 
a second language.

Many children in Minnesota have the 
opportunity to learn Chinese during their 
elementary school years, not just as a class 
but also in an immersion school setting. As 
recently as 2006, the first Chinese immer-
sion school, Yinghua, opened in Minnesota. 
Yinghua Academy became the first Chinese 
immersion charter public school in the 
United States.  Since then, Hopkins School 
District began an immersion program called 
XinXing, Minnetonka School District has 
two Chinese immersion programs, one at 
Scenic Heights Elementary and a second at 
Excelsior Elementary School, and St. Cloud 
School District has Guang Ming Academy 
at Madison Elementary School.

In addition, the number of schools offer-
ing Chinese language classes has grown in 
response to the rising demand from parents. 

Ms. Miller says that immersion pro-
grams have goals that include attitude and 
academics in both English and a second 
language. Students are functionally bi-
lingual as they exit their elementary educa-
tion years. Included in their education is the 
cultural aspect of the other language as well 
as academic excellence in both English and 
the second language. 

Immersion education, says Miller, is a 
successful way to learn a second language 
and the most successful in terms of vocabu-
lary development and an excellent accent. 
Nevertheless, she is quick to point out - the 
students do not become native speakers in 
their proficiency. However, most often they 
are excellent students in both languages. 
They are expected to master the elementary 
school program with all of the standards set 
by the State of Minnesota, in both languag-
es. Academic success in English is expected, 
while students are developing proficiency in 
the second language!

Ms. Miller says that much in her life was 
affected by her study of a second language at 
an early age. Nevertheless, all was not per-
fect. She felt the middle school program she 
attended was not as good as the elementary 
school language program. However, she had 
already decided that she was interested in a 
second language, so she continued her study. 

Students in our Chinese Immersion 
programs in Minnesota start at a very young 
age and do not make the “immersion” choice 
without parental guidance. Like Ms. Miller, 
however, many will choose to continue in 

their second language of Chinese because 
they have already enjoyed success in Chi-
nese.

The pedagogy or teaching skills required 
in an immersion program are sophisticated, 
says Ms. Miller. The teacher’s lessons have 
both content (or subject matter – like math, 
for example) goals AND language goals. 
Students must not only learn the math but 
how to talk about it in Chinese. An advan-
tage of immersion education is that because 
students are experiencing an actual subject-
matter lesson, they are speaking purpose-
fully in the second language. Purpose is a 
great motivator in learning.

The Confucius Institute at the University 
of Minnesota or CIUMN has promoted 
growth in Chinese language education here 
in Minnesota. CIUMN promotes the study 
of Chinese language and culture through-
out our state. It is a collaborative initiative 
between the University of Minnesota, the 
Hanban/Confucius Institute Headquarters, 
and Capital Normal University in Beijing. 
The Confucius Institute at the University of 
Minnesota is one of 67 in the United States 
and almost 400 worldwide.

As a part of the University’s Outreach 
Mission, the Confucius Institute at the 
University of Minnesota uses resources 
at the University and in the state to serve 
Minnesota communities statewide. CI-
UMN facilitates professional development, 
training, and support for Chinese language 
teachers; cultural and language training for 
the business community; and language and 
cultural programming for the general public.

Ms. Miller says that immersion educa-
tion done well is student-centered and gets 
the students talking. Her own children 
attended immersion schools during their 
elementary years, one in French and the 
other in Spanish. Ms. Miller herself has a BA 
in French and Foreign Language Education 
from Macalester, and an MA from Columbia 
University in New York. For many years 
she was editor of the American Council 
on Immersion Education Newsletter. She 
has worked for CARLA, the Center for 
Advanced Research on Language Acquisi-
tion, as a specialist of immersion education.

It has been said that if you teach Chinese 
on the West Coast of the United States that is 
not the same as teaching Chinese here in the 
Heartland. There are many Chinese heritage 
speakers in those coastal states. If you teach 
Chinese in Minnesota, you are in the middle 
of fly-over land with immigrants mainly 
from Northern Europe. In Minnesota, we 
do teach Chinese, and it makes us stand out 
as a state. Chinese is the fastest growing 
immersion language program in this state.

Kimerly Miller is available as a con-
sultant and speaker with regard to immer-
sion. She is the Chair of the Minnesota 
Advocates for Immersion Network (MAIN), 
http://www.mnimmersion.org/. She can be 
reached at mille379@umn.edu. 

100 percent of 
XinXing students 
pass Chinese 
proficiency test 

XinXing Academy students are lead-
ing the way in Minnesota. Every single 
student passed the Youth Chinese Test 
(YCT), an international standardized 
Chinese proficiency test administered 
by the Minnesota Confucius Institute on 
May 20, 2011. 

Second-grade XinXing students took 
the YCT3 test, which has two parts-
listening and reading skills. The second-
grade students scored at least 50 points 
higher than the needed passing score of 
120. The third-grade students took the 
YCT4. This is the highest level of the 
YCT test series and measures listening, 
reading and writing skills. The students 
scored 90 points higher than the passing 
score of 180. 

According to test publishers, stu-
dents who pass the YCT4 have enough 
proficiency to be able to travel to China 
and handle most of the communications 
tasks they encounter. Students who pass 
the YCT3 test are able to conduct more 
basic and direct communication, but only 
on topics they are familiar with. 

Developed by the Chinese govern-
ment, the YCT test is the only Chinese 
proficiency test in the world and is used 

by more than a hundred countries. Many 
schools in Minnesota, including five 
Chinese immersion took the test this year. 

Chinese expert Zhining Chin, as-
sessment and evaluation coordinator 
for Hopkins Public Schools, anticipates 
that next year's fourth-grade class will 
take the HSK test which is designed for 
adult learners. 

"The strong YCT test results reflect 
XinXing's strong curriculum, instruction 
and excellent teaching staff," said Chin. 
"The students have mastered Chinese 
language skills to a degree that surpassed 
initial expectations." 

About XinXing
XinXing Academy, Hopkins Public 

Schools' Chinese immersion program, 
opened at Eisenhower Elementary School 
in 2007. XinXing attracts students from 
all parts of the Hopkins School District, 
as well as from other school districts 
in the Twin Cities area through open 
enrollment. More information about 
XinXing Academy visit http://www.
hopkinsschools.org/schools/eisenhower-
elementary-xinxing-academy.

Read the paper online at
 

www.chinainsight.info
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Proud Loser
By Bonhan Yu

My grandma grew up in Shanghai in 
the 1920s and was tutored by two private 
teachers who were French. Both of the 
teachers were educated scholars born in the 
1840s, shortly after the French Revolution. 
She learned everything - French language, 
world history, classic literature, and chem-
istry - from the two French teachers. They 
grew to become close friends, and Grandma 
lay under the oriental palm in her backyard 
to listen to the two French teachers’ stories 
every night after dinner. In her childhood 
memory, those stories were her version of 
One Thousand and One Nights. 

Through those stories, she learned ev-
erything about the French Revolution. The 
two teachers guided her through people’s 
lives in the Revolution and told her about 
the struggles their country had undergone 
in the past century and the ideals in the 
French national motto which their people 
had been working hard to embody. Grandma 
grew up thinking about that motto, “Liberté, 
Égalité, Fraternité,” at night. She admired 
the romance in her teachers’ stories. One 
day, she asked her dad, “When will there be 
a revolution like the French one happening 
in China?” She never had an answer from 
her father; the revolution came too soon 
and too true.

＊       ＊      ＊

If you say I’m a loser in the war, 
then everyone in my generation is. 
But the losers taught you a lesson; 
they taught you what you should be 
working for. Look at my eyes and 
be honest with me. Was there ever 
a winner in the war? I’m proud that 
I’m a loser.

It was the end of 1948 in Shanghai. Al-
most Christmas, everyone went out on the 
street shopping. As usual, housewives put on 
their latest coats that their husbands brought 
back from Hong Kong and Paris, got on a 
rickshaw, rushed to the department stores on 
Nanjing Road, and lined up in front of gilded 
French doors waiting for the beginning of 
the New Year sale. For my grandma, this 
show had been ongoing for eighteen years, 
and it had not gone any different over time. 
However, walking home on the Bund, she 
saw that the courtyard of the British consul-
ate was empty; the iconic huge Christmas 
tree was gone.

At home, my grandma’s mom cooked 
a delicious dinner, but my grandma’s dad 
never showed up that night. Eight siblings 
lined up around the table and stared at a 
six-course dinner until the phone rang. Her 
mom was on the phone for more than two 
hours, and by the time she hung up, all the 
kids had finished dinner and gone to bed. 
At one a.m., another long distance phone 
call came from the capital, Nanjing. No 
one remembered anything that the parents 
said on the phone; actually, grandma’s mom 
was whispering all the time so that no one 
ever heard it.

The morning didn’t come with the 
alarm but with great-grandma’s yelling. By 
the time everyone got up, all the servants 
in the house had disappeared. The seven 
girls in the family were ordered to pack 
all valuables. Three cars were waiting at 
the door, and soon enough every vehicle 
was packed with belongings; the cars were 
significantly lower than they were before 
loading. Grandma’s mom took the front seat 
but told my grandma and her little brother to 

stay behind. The rest of the family got in the 
cars. Upon departure, the two staying were 
left with only one sentence: "Take a look at 
the suitcase in the dining room, and do what 
it says." Black cars merged into the foggy 
city within seconds. The two kids stood 
there crying. My grandma was nineteen, and 
her younger brother was thirteen. Neither of 
them had cried before.

In the suitcase, there was a complete 
set of morning dress – gray morning coat, 
waistcoat, trousers – and a top hat. Aside 
from those, there were also a passport with 
the little brother’s name; five ten-ounce gold 
bullions; an air ticket departing to Hong 
Kong continuing to Paris on December 3, 
1948, with a French phone number written 
on the back; and 30,000 francs in cash. In the 
bottom of the suitcase, there was a letter ad-
dressed to my grandma with only two lines 
on it: "Please take the Kiangya boat to meet 
us in Ningbo as soon as your brother leaves. 
We are heading south to Taipei, Taiwan."

Towards the end of 1948, the communist 
army was pushing into the area south of the 
Yangtze River, where Nanjing, the capital, 
and Shanghai are located. The outcome of 
the war became pretty clear to people, es-
pecially the ones like my great grandfather 
who worked for the nationalist government. 
Mao would take over the whole mainland. 
The only question was if he was going 
to do it in six days or six months. Great 
grandfather’s friends were all sending their 
families away from Shanghai. The most cost 
effective destination was Taiwan, but it was 
not clear whether the nationalist government 
would be able to defend Taiwan. Air tickets 
to Hong Kong connecting to Europe or 
America cost over 10,000 U.S. dollars and 
could be purchased with gold bullions only; 
inflation had gotten really bad. 

Grandma knew her little brother was re-
ceiving special treatment: he had been given 
the luxury of taking control of his own life 
in France. She also understood that, when 
her parents could afford to send only one 
kid away, the one would be her little brother 
since he was the only boy among seven 
kids. When she saw the letter, Grandma sur-
rendered to whatever might happen to her. 
What she could do was take the best care of 
her brother for the last few days. She hoped 
that if there were to be a day when she could 
see her brother again, her brother still would 
remember her and appreciate her kindness.

The day of little brother’s departure 
finally arrived. Grandma made a cup of tea 
for him in the morning and called the driver 
to come pick them up. It was a foggy day, 
same as the day when everyone else left. 
The driver, a talkative old friend of my fam-
ily, dressed in a suit and showed up with a 
smiling face as usual but didn’t say a word 
on the way to the airport. Upon arrival at 
the airport, the driver said, “I wish you 
well, mademoiselle. I shall not accept any 
payment to thank your family for all these 
years. Please come back to see me when 
you have time.”

 “I shall not pay you but will see you 
this afternoon. Please bring your wife and 
son and meet me at the port at noon,” my 
grandma said and handed him three tickets 
for the Kiangya boat.

The driver jumped back in the car say-
ing, “I will see you then!” and drove away. 
His black car again merged into the foggy 
city within seconds. When my grandma 
turned around looking for her little brother, 
he had already passed immigration and was 

jumping and smiling at her. She yelled back, 
“Bon voyage!” and her little brother quickly 
ran into the crowd; he never turned back.

On her way back to the house, she hired 
a rickshaw, but soon the rickshaw was stuck 
in traffic. Thousands of people were running 
in the street. Without a clear direction of 
where they were going, they were just run-
ning like ants in the rain. Some of them even 
crashed into each other. Everyone was in too 
much of a hurry to stop by the rickshaw to 
tell what had happened, but the good sign 
was that there still were no red flags around. 

Grandma got to the port at about ten 
minutes before noon. The driver was there 
with his car in the center of an empty park-
ing lot. There was no one else there. The 
sky suddenly cleared, and my grandma 
fell on the ground as the driver’s son ran 
towards her. The kid was ten, and could 
not understand why this young lady in 
her Cheongsam, a long Chinese dress for 
unmarried women, would sit on the ground 
in the parking lot. Boat ticket, car, and suit-
case – none of those things meant anything 
to the kid. He didn’t even know where was 
Taiwan. However, the situation was clear to 
everyone else: there was no boat in the port. 
At this time, an old man walked towards the 
parking lot. He shouted, “Go home! You all 
go home! Don’t you damn fools know it? 
The boat sank! No refunds for the ticket!”

 “How many killed?” my grandma 
shouted back. “Anyone last name Shen?”

“Shen? What’s that? All killed! Three 
hundred and seventy five! Those fucking 
rich people should all be dead! Are you one 
of those?” 

He was clearly a madman. My grandma 
threw away her high heels and ran off shout-
ing, “Run fast! He is going kill us all! He is 
going to kill us all!”

＊       ＊      ＊

Three months later, the communist army 
occupied the capital of Nanjing. Two days 
after that, Shanghai was taken over. My 
grandma did not make her way to Ningbo, 
a small town south of Shanghai where the 
rest of her family had gone. She moved to 
Beijing and married a food scientist, my 
grandfather, in October of 1949 at the age 
of twenty, and started teaching high school 
math. Her father died during a “struggle 
session,” which was an event designed to 
carry out revenge on the old “upper class” 
in 1959. After that, my grandma lost contact 
with other family members, as well as her 
old friend, the driver, who served the fam-
ily prior to 1949. From 1960-1963, China 
experienced economic struggles due to ide-
alistic but unrealistic policies made during 
the Great Lead Forward movement. My dad 
was born during this time when everyone, 
including Mao himself, struggled for food. 
As a result, people started to look for a way 
to pour out their anger, and the leadership 
was also looking for an opportunity to unite 
the people. Therefore, the Cultural Revolu-
tion broke out in 1966. 

＊       ＊      ＊

Who are our enemies? Who are our 
friends? This is a question of the first 
importance for the revolution.

-- Mao Tse-tung, People’s Daily, 
February 20, 1972

In the morning before entering the 
school building, every student had to go to 
Mao’s portrait, bow, and recite the above 
quote from the People’s Daily. The quote is 
from February 20, 1972, which was the day 
before the President of the United States, 
Richard Nixon, arrived in Beijing on his 

first trip to China.

＊       ＊      ＊

“Attention please, city curfew is in ef-
fect. No one may leave campus until 10:00 
p.m. All students must remain seated until 
further notice.” My grandma broadcasted 
this notification to the students, faculty, 
and on-campus military personnel at High 
School No.15 in Beijing. 

The time was 4:30 p.m. on February 21 
of 1972. An hour later, the blue and white 
Air Force One touched down upon Chinese 
soil. It was the first American aircraft ever 
to land in communist China. Our greatest 
enemy now was touring around the Forbid-
den City.

Grandma ran upstairs. She needed to 
check to see if every window was closed 
and locked. Her kids were all sitting up 
straight. “Good evening, Mrs. Headmaster; 
good evening, our dear comrades from the 
People's Liberation Army!” All students 
spoke with one voice upon her arrival at 
classroom 104.

Grandma’s military assistant, also the 
head of the revolution committee, which is 
the de facto authority of the school, spoke 
out first. “Good evening! Our greatest leader 
Chairman Mao teaches us that we should 
devote our life to serve the People,” he 
said. “Do you remember what was the les-
son? Please open your book, face Chairman 
Mao’s photo, and recite, with your greatest 
enthusiasm, the article Serve the People!”

The classroom teacher Lin held Mao's 
portrait overhead. The portrait was framed 
in an oversized copper frame. It was way 
too heavy for a short skinny woman; the 
teacher's hands were shaking. Students 
turned theirs face up towards the portrait 
and started:

All men must die, but death can vary in 
its significance. The ancient Chinese writer, 
Szuma Chien, said, "Though death befalls 
all men alike, it may be weightier than 
Mount Tai or lighter than a feather."  To die 
for the people is weightier than Mount Tai, 
but to work for the fascists and die for the 
exploiters and oppressors is lighter than a 
feather. Comrade Chang Szu-teh died for 
the people, and his death is indeed weightier 
than Mount Tai…

Lin’s hands still were shaking and, 
suddenly, the portrait dropped to the floor. 
She was shocked. She stood there with no 
reaction. She didn’t know what she should 
say, or if it was necessary for her to say 
anything. It was absolutely quiet, like an 
execution was about to be carried out. 
Before Grandma’s military assistant took 
any action, students’ voices broke the quiet. 
“Counterrevolutionary! Kill her! Kill her! 
Kill every counterrevolutionary!” students 
started to yell in one voice. Knowing that 
her military assistant would ask her why 
Lin had been hired at the school, Grandma 
pushed over her military assistant and ran 
downstairs yelling “Not me! Not me!” 

Grandma locked her office door, shut off 
her light, and huddled up against her desk. 
Her father’s image on his last day came into 
her head. Her dad wearing a necklace made 
out of Ping-Pong balls had been tied to a 
tree. The word “death” was written, in red, 
on every Ping-Pong ball he wore. People 
threw tomatoes and eggs on him, and the 
soldiers poured a basket of shit on his head. 
Yes, it truly was a basket of shit. He was tied 
up there for three and a half days, under the 
July sun. He died, and no one was allowed 
to bury him. His body remained on the tree 
for another eight weeks; flies were always 
there making such noise that no one could 

Proud Loser continues on Page 13
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sleep at night. His skeleton was taken by 
Tongrentang, the oldest Chinese pharmacy, 
to make calcium to export. That’s how his 
life ended. Grandma’s hands were shaking. 
She passed out underneath her desk.

I always wonder if anyone in America 
would believe my story of my great grand-
father’s death. Actually, I’m not sure if I 
believe it, either. The Cultural Revolution 
was a time when young people completely 
broke away from Confucianism, which was 
the religion that governed Chinese people’s 
morality for over two thousands years. Boys 
at the age of nineteen or twenty joined the 
Red Guard Army and called for the end of 
the elders’ powers. They beat people they 
believed had treated their fathers’ generation 
badly to death. After a few years, they even 
started to attack ordinary workers like Lin. 
I believe that the Red Guards had done hor-
rible things, but what I don’t understand is 
how their moral standards had been lowered 
that much to allow them to kill my great 
grandfather by the method my grandma 
claimed they had used. My grandma swore 
it was true.

Grandma spent all night in her office. 
She was waiting for the morning to come so 
that she could get over with another horrible 
struggle session as soon as possible. “Good 
Morning, Mrs. Headmaster! We caught a 
counterrevolutionary when you were resting 
last night. Please proceed to the playground 
for the struggle session,” said the military 
assistant who knocked on the office door.

Grandma put on her Mao suit and went 
to the playground. Twenty red flags were 
already put up; Lin was tied to a tree – just 
like Grandma's father had been. The crowd 
was gathering while five soldiers put up 
Mao’s portrait. Grandma stood on the stage 
looking at her kids and thinking that, maybe, 
this was just a party for them. 

“Mrs. Headmaster! Come down here,” 
one voice shouted from the crowd. Grandma 
saw him. He still had the same haircut, but 
his hair was no longer black. He still wore 
the same suit, but there was no tie, anymore. 
He still recognized Grandma, and the kind-
ness in his voice had not changed. He was 
grandma’s driver. 

“Is that your friend?” the driver asked.
“No,” grandma said.
“Are you sure, mademoiselle?”
The moment Grandma heard her old 

French title, she knew that he had not 
changed over the past years. He still was 
with her.

 “Yes, she is my friend,” grandma said, 
without hesitation.

 “Son, come here,” the driver waved to 
Grandma’s military assistant. “Come here, 
I will tell you something. Let’s go under 
the tree.” 

The conversation lasted about fifteen 
minutes. Grandma did not hear what they 
said to each other, but she realized that her 
old driver was the father of her military 
assistant. This boy in front of her was the 
one who had almost made his way with 
Grandma to Ningbo and then to Taiwan. 
Grandma felt released; from the driver’s 
smile, she could tell that he must be talking 
about the old days. 

 “It’s over! Everyone should go back to 
classroom!” the military assistant said into 
the loudspeaker, after his dad finished the 
conversation with him. Lin lived.

＊       ＊      ＊

Next morning, the daily Mao quote did 
not appear in the People’s Daily. Instead, 

a piece of shocking news was delivered to 
a billion Chinese people. The President of 
the United States had visited Mao the day 
before. 

President Richard Milhous Nixon of 
the United States of America visited 
our greatest leader Chairman Mao 
last morning. How wonderful was 
the meeting! How friendly was the 
meeting! How meaningful was the 
meeting! Everyone should cheer for 
our new friend! Long live our great 
leader! Long live our great leader!

-- People’s Daily, February 22, 1972

Yes, you should believe this. Everything 
happened at a place that was five miles from 
where President Nixon was sleeping.

＊       ＊      ＊

It was the morning of my ninth birthday. 
The phone rang at seven a.m. “No one calls 
this early,” I said to myself, on my way to 
pick up the phone. 

“Je m'appelle Erik. Je vous appelle de 
Paris. Mon ancien nom était Zhiqin Shen. 
Puis-je parle à ma sœur?” An old man’s 
voice came from the other end of the tele-
phone line. I did not understand what he was 
saying, but I knew it was French since the 
song “Je m'appelle Hélène” was popular in 
China at that time. “One moment, please,” I 
replied. I then went around every room say-
ing that there was a French-speaking man on 
the phone wanting to talk to someone. None 
of my mom, dad, aunts, uncle, and grandpa 
knew who this French-speaking man was. 

“It’s my phone call,” my grandma stood 
up when I got to her room. “It finally came,” 
she said to herself. “Bohan, go tell your 
dad to call all my sisters. Tell them that the 
phone call we have been waiting for fifty 
years has come.” 

That night, Grandma called everyone 
together for a special dinner. We gathered 
in the dining room and opened the French 
doors to enjoy the moonlight and cool wind 
in late June. At the dinner table, Grandma 
told us about everything she had experi-
enced, of which none of us knew. The boy 
– her little brother, my great uncle – who 
never turned back to say good-bye in the 
airport that morning had been the man on 
the phone. He said he had moved to Paris, 
gone to boarding school and then to École 
Normale Supérieure (ENS), married a 
French woman, and taught linguistics at 
ENS. He said he spoke French, English, 
Arabic, Classic Syrian, Turkish, and Latin. 
The only thing he did not remember was 
Chinese; he could barely say his Chinese 
name. He said he would like to visit China 
but was not sure when he could make the 
trip. Every sentence he spoke was a simple 
sentence stating a fact. There was no ex-
citement in his voice. He said he thought it 
would be nice to call, so he called. He didn’t 
even leave his phone number, and no one 
knew how he got our landline number. He 
wished my grandma well, and that was the 
end of the conversation.

“Have you told your father to call my 
sisters yet, Bohan?” Grandma asked me.

“Not yet, grandma,” I said.
“Then there is no need to call them, 

anymore. The war was over sixty years ago. 
I don’t need to get my sisters to talk about 
this topic again,” Grandma said back. 

“Did we lose the war?” I asked. Every 
adult, except Grandma, replied to me with 
silence. 

“Did we lose the war? What do you 
think, Bohan?” Grandma said. “I’d say no 
one lost the war, and no one won it, either. 

You say we lost because of what happened 
to your great grandfather. What you didn’t 
think about is what will happen to the ‘win-
ners.’ They ‘won’ the last war, but what they 
had done to the ‘losers’ will happen to them 
when the ‘losers’ win the next one. Our 
history has had too many ‘winners’ taking 
revenge on the ‘losers,’ and the next time 
those ‘winners’ are going to be the victims. 
The only thing I lost was my brother, but 
wars are all like that. Actually, did I lose 
him, or did he lose me?”

I nodded and ate my chicken. Nearly 
ten years later, when I recall what Grandma 
said that night, I come to the conclusion that 
there is no winner in wars like that. Every 
family has a war story, and most of the sto-
ries are passed on through generations. It is 
hard for anyone to forget what happened to 
his or her elders if the story is told. By not 
talking about these war stories for years, 
Grandma was trying to avoid giving her kids 
and grandkids horrible memories. She want-
ed to break the cycle that she claimed leads 
to endless wars and unrest over the course 
of history. If my life is fine now, it may be 
a good idea to forget what happened in the 
past and focus on what is happening today. 
Forgiving is the only way to ensure nothing 
as horrible as my great-grandfather’s death 
will happen in the future. If you have to 
ask who was the winner in the war, I shall 
answer that I’m proud that I was a loser.

＊       ＊      ＊

After many years have passed, I still 
often recall the stories Grandma told us 
that night at dinner. The revenge cycle 
she mentioned is not something unique 
to her experience. In many ways, history 
repeats itself not only in China but on the 
international stage, as well. My grandma’s 
philosophy of not allowing her kids to be 
involved in taking revenge on someone who 

Proud Loser
Continues from Page 12

has treated her badly should, in my opinion, 
become a grand strategy for relationships 
among countries. I’m here to share some 
thoughts on the Sino-Japanese relationship 
only with my American friends. People who 
are in the conflict often cannot see the truth 
of it clearly, but I hope my American readers 
can understand the complicated issue better 
from an outsider’s perspective.

Different from many Chinese, I don’t 
dislike Japanese or seek to take revenge on 
them. There has been a significant growth 
of extreme nationalism in China, a drive to 
“punish” Japan for what they did in World 
War II. Installing a sea blockade, cutting 
off the oil supply, and even using force to 
attack Japanese interests are all on this list 
of possible punishments. Yes, it is true that 
the Japanese started a war and committed 
genocide in China, but they surrendered, 
apologized, and paid. What else should we 
expect? I’d say we shouldn’t expect any 
more compensation or so called “punish-
ment” for what happened seventy years 
ago. If we insist on punishing them, we are 
behaving exactly the same as those Red 
Guards in the Cultural Revolution who 
killed my grandma’s father in such a horrible 
way. It is not anybody’s God-given right to 
use the “Look what they did to us” justi-
fication for inhuman behaviors. What we, 
as Chinese people, should do is show our 
forgiveness. Perhaps in the near future, we 
can turn enemies to friends by overcoming 
the historical barriers that block friendships 
among people. 

Editor’s note: Bonhan Yu is a Cornell 
University freshman and Breck School 
graduate. His reflections on the 2011 annual 
trip to China led by Margaret Wong, director 
of the Chinese language program at Breck 
School, appeared in the July/August issue 
of China Insight.

China photography exhibition 
reveals what is emerging, what is 
hidden
By Anthony James, Staff Writer

If you were to walk into University of 
Minnesota’s Regis Center of Art this sum-
mer you might have noticed them. White 
matted photos in black frames silently hang-
ing near the foyer in the Katherine E. Nash 
Gallery. As a curious lover of art, I was ini-
tially drawn to the title, which coincidently 
closely matched that of this publication. 
Closer inspection proved a rare look into 
cultural splinters of Chinese culture that 
are either slowly growing or vanishing in 
prominence.

The exhibition was called China In-
sights: Unsettling Consequences. It is a 
photo exhibition curated by Gu Zheng and 
A. D. Coleman which brings together the 
extensive documentation of seven native 
freelance photographers deep within Chi-
na’s industrial and rural areas. As photojour-
nalists, each contributor formed a palate of 
colors, emotions, and personality traits that 
can be found hidden and emerging within 
China’s massive economic growth. Though 
each work has garnered multiple awards 
and publications, few have seen the photos 
outside of Mainland China. The exhibition 
as a whole would be first time any of the 
projects have been viewed in the United 
States and Europe where it is scheduled to 
tour within the next year.

New Faces
In a wake of corporate and industrial 

growth, the image China often projects here 

in America can be bit jaded: an outpouring 
of new tech companies, retail markets, and 
scientific research, along with the cultural 
reactions to outsiders, cloud the submersed 
colloquy in which the middle and lower 
classes might be currently immersed. For the 
Chinese journalists in China Insights, such 
perspectives might not be so inaccessible; 
but for a country that prides saving face in 
the global setting such photos shed a much 
different light on their society than what 
westerners typically see.

In its curation, it appeared as though 
the creators of China Insights worked hard 
to bring a very well thought-out theme in 
the complete project: to reveal the hid-
den or emerging societies in China, those 
that are growing because of the economic 
boom and those that disintegrating for the 
same reasons. But even in the exhibition 
there were intentional contrasts, mixtures 
of conformity and uniqueness that paint 
a mesmeric portrait of Chinese society. 
Li Nan’s “Urban Identities,” for example, 
showed an almost regal sense of urban life. 
Workers: chicken pluckers, opera singers, 
and even construction workers lined up for 
an almost-regal group portrait of each pro-
fession. The people themselves look on in 
pride of the skills they possessed and their 
contribution to society. Zhang Xinmin’s 
“Country to City,” on the other hand, poses 

Photography continues on Page 14
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I bring most everyone who comes to visit 
me in Minnesota to the Mall of America.   
Yeah, it's kind of ostentatious, but there's 
something wonderful about a mall where 
there are entire stalls devoted solely to the 
sale of hermit crabs.

But Minnesota's dubious pride and 
touristy joy pales in comparison to some 
of the offerings in Dubai, one of the United 
Arab Emirates.  Dubai is home to, among 
many things, Jebel Ali, the world's largest 
man-made harbor; several sets of man-made 
islands being constructed in the shapes of 
palm trees and world maps; and the Burj Al-
Arab, the world's tallest hotel, set on its own 
man-made island in the sea.  If you thought 
our amusement park in the Mall of America 
was impressive, Dubai's Mall of the Emir-
ates contains its own indoor ski slope.  Un-
surprisingly, given all the construction, tiny 
Dubai is said to currently contain 15 to 25 
percent of all of the world's tower cranes, 
according to a 2006 report.

Then, more relevantly, there's the 
Dragon Mart.

The Dragon Mart is an enormous drag-
on-shaped Chinese wholesale goods market 
in Dubai.  Shops extend all the way down 
the nearly mile-long spine.  The Dragon 
Mart sells nearly anything you could think 
of-- their website lists furniture, clothing, 
electronics, lighting, and metal products, 
among others.  But don't let the wide variety 
of goods fool you: Dubai's Dragon Mart 
is no Chinatown.  It was formed to sell 
goods internationally, not be a hub of the 
local immigrant community.  However, it 
is a strangely good example of what makes 
Chinese cuisine in Dubai unique.

In many of the countries we've been to 
together, Chinese food came to the country 
along with a wave of Chinese immigrant 
laborers.  Since they were seeking alterna-

tive sources of livelihood and were bullied 
out of many fields of work, they settled on 
opening Chinese restaurants, and adapted 
their meals to the tastes of the local populace 
to generate income.

What makes Dubai an interesting case 
is that neither of these patterns holds true.   
As Jennifer Lee puts it, "the Chinese in 
Dubai are businessmen, manufacturers, and 
traders.  They do not work in restaurants."   
Additionally, in Dubai, there's hardly any 
local palate to adapt to: 85 percent of the 
population of Dubai is expats from other 
countries.

So what does this mean for Chinese 
cuisine in Dubai?  For one thing, part of 
the pattern of immigration holds true: the 
waitstaff in Chinese restaurants is the popu-
lation willing to provide the cheapest labor.  
As a result, most of the waitstaff at Chinese 
restaurants in Dubai are Filipino rather than 
Chinese.  For another thing, there is no 
single most popular local interpretation of 
Chinese food in Dubai.  Meals range from 
the traditional (ma po tofu) to foods familiar 
to American consumers (sweet and sour 
chicken) to foods familiar in other countries 
(Chicken Manchurian).

Best Restaurant Worldwide?
Although the Golden Dragon Restaurant 

is Dubai's oldest Chinese restaurant, Zheng 
He is possibly better known.  Perhaps most 
startling, the restaurant has an entirely Chi-
nese staff.  "If you walk in and there is a 
Filipina hostess, it doesn't give you a sense 
of authenticity," says the executive chef, 
Leong Chee Yeng."  Despite this interest in 
authenticity, the food at Zheng He is hardly 
traditional.  Their dishes, like those in many 
local restaurants, contain many ingredients 
not commonly found in China, such as black 
truffle, white asparagus, and caviar. 

Chameleon: How Chinese food 
has adapted to its surroundings 
worldwide
Dubai: Cuisine on a grand scale
By Elizabeth Greenberg, Staff Writer

Chinese Inventions: 
Porcelain
By Anthony James, Staff Writer

The decorative and culinary purpose of 
porcelain runs deep in modern American 
culture. In the 1940’s or 50’s one probably 
couldn’t find a nuclear family household 
without its glorious china cabinet. Still, 
Chinese porcelain is not as popular today 
as it was in past history, but the artifacts 
and remnants of its pieces are extremely 
valuable to collectors and historians in 
contemporary society. 

Porcelain, a moderately collective word 
that refers to ceramic wares that is white and 
translucent, is generally a type of ceramic 
piece that is fired in a kiln and often glazed 
with beautiful designs and colors. There 
many early uses of porcelain in China, from 
tea wares to wine cups to burial jars. When 
traders first brought such wares to Europe, 
demand grew to develop European with 
the Chinese designs. By the 17th and 18th 
centuries, the Chinese were manufacturing 
whole dinner sets and decorative pieces 
that would adorn only the wealthiest of 
European homes. To own such beautiful 
pieces became a status symbol and a state-
ment of luxury.

Due to the fluidity of its definition, by 
many terms the date of origin of porcelain 
is not definitely known. Claims range from 
the Eastern Han period (202-220 AD), the 
Three Kingdoms period (220-280 AD), the 
Six Dynasties period (220-589 AD), or else 
the Tang dynasty (618-906 AD). Early pot-
tery could be found in China dating 18,000 
years ago. In the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences in 2009, reports of 
ceramic wares created by coiling were 
discovered in Southern China’s Yuchanyan 
Cave. Such fragments, some dating to 9000 
BC, showed remarkable signs of decoration, 
stamping, and piercing.

True porcelain is often attributed to first 
appear in the Eastern Han period. Materials 
that make up true porcelain, China clay or 
Porcelain stone, were dated to 202-220 AD, 
with estimation that kiln sites of that era 
reaching 1260-1300 C. The Sui and Tang 
dynasties saw a wider range of ceramics be-
coming more prevalent. Lead glazed sancai 
from the Tang dynasty was very popular, as 
well as the lime glazed Yue celadon wares 
or low-fired wares from Changsha were just 
to name a few varieties. 

In the Song dynasty the production 
of porcelain had become one of the first 
commercialized industries. The city of the 
Jingdezhen became a central manufactur-
ing hub, using only the most refined stones 
to develop pieces for the imperial palace. 
With the rise of scholars and elite class in 
the Song period, the need for such exquisite 
wares drove a large amount of productions 
for restaurants and homes.

Innovation to the manufacturing and 
design became much more prevalent in 
Ming dynasty. The Yongle emperor, the 
third emperor of the Ming dynasty, became 
particularly fascinated with unusual shapes 
and designs from foreign countries. He 
would send out eunuchs and explorers to 
research different shapes around the Indian 
Ocean as well as Islamic metalwork in order 
to translate into new shapes for porcelain. 
Later, during the Xuande reign, cobalt be-
came of use as the notorious blue underglaze 
in the porcelain wares. Cobalt, which yields 
a brilliant color, was previously difficult to 
incorporate as it would bleed during the fir-
ing process. The innovation of mixing the 
cobalt with magnesium would yield positive 
results and eventually would become very 

popular.
The Ming dynasty also heralded a 

large amount of exportation of porce-
lain across the globe. In addition to the 
wares that were provided for domestic 
use, many wares were manufactured 

for European markets. The popularity of 
China’s ceramics, especially the beautiful 
blue and white wares, led to greater use of 
Kaolin in the development process. Kaolin, 
a layered mineral used for medicine and ce-
ramics, not only enhanced the strength of the 
porcelain but also increased the whiteness 
of the product. Traders from all across the 
globe transported large amounts of porcelain 
to Europe during the 16th century; the entire 
continent was absolutely crazy to get their 
hands on the exquisite Chinese wares.

During Quing dynasty the porcelain 
manufacturing industry saw difficulties and 
demand. During the Kangxi reign a large 
part of wares produced were now exported 
solely to Europe. The shapes and design of 
the pieces were greatly coveted by European 
potters. For years they tried to emulate the 
imported porcelain but the work could not 
be easily duplicated. However, the Chinese 
manufacturers were also put in a bind if 
traders refused their wares since the variety 
of designs for export were not as popular in 
Chinese culture. High quality Canton por-
celain continued to be exported throughout 
the early to mid 18th century. By then the 
Chinese had to compete with European 
manufacturers and soon the decline of the 
porcelain became evident by the end of the 
18th century.

With the innovation of design, shapes, 
and techniques it has become quest for col-
lectors and historians to date any existing 
porcelain piece to discover its origin. The 
porcelain can tell many different stories: 
where it was from, what where pleasing 
designs and colors at the time, what sort 
of manufacturing techniques was avail-
able at its creation. This is one reason why 
the collection and dating of older Chinese 
porcelain is so valuable in modern society. 
In addition to the beauty that pieces that are 
manufactured today, one can see a rich past 
of invention and innovation that spans the 
entire globe. 

no standard to the many farmers he tracked 
who made their way from the country to 
the city to find work, survival, success. This 
road would be extremely dangerous, for the 
millions that migrated when China began its 
industrial boom, many would come under 
intense hardship while some would not 
even make it.

There was much more that could be 
taken from the exhibition other than their 
unalloyed beauty. Underneath each piece a 
rich subtext flowed of traditions that might 
be lost or societies that were being founded. 
Micro-cultures, such as the transvestite or 
transsexual community, were beginning to 
find themselves sprouting within the urban 
narrative, struggling with self-identity and 
opposition from traditionalists. Youths 
have also begun creating their own scene, 
not unparalleled by the thousands of urban 
communities around the world. Night clubs, 
punk rock, mosh pits litter the nighttime in 
industrial cities. After the lights go down, 
no longer is the next generation reminded of 
the Great Leap Forward or severe famines 
that struck in the past. Many kids are finding 
the future a little more hopeful than their 
elders once did.

One of the largest industrial cities, and 
perhaps a focal point to much of the work 

displayed in China Insights, is the south-
western city of Shenzen. The city itself is 
quite an example to the well-established 
manufacturing and technology meccas 
that were created when China’s economy 
mushroomed. Within the corporate areas, 
mammoth buildings, surrounded by workers 
quarters, facilities, and high security were 
beautiful and imposing. Deep in the city, 
though, the journalists could see a subcul-
ture that sought to profit from the droves of 
workers living and surviving in the area. 
Prostitutes, though illegal and constantly on 
the run, were one such example that were 
chillingly austere.

The photos are those that perhaps only 
a local could ever capture. Busy working 
on street, or at home with their children, 
you could tell that these women and their 
families were often the ones that fall through 
the cracks, ones that fade away in a society 
that is so concerned with preserving face.

Artifacts
Somewhere, between the fast turning 

gears of rapid development, a slow beat-
ing heart flowing with blood mixed with 
taboos, norms, and tradition begin their 
delicate fade into the void, sometimes lost 
forever to only memories. There is no doubt 
that within China’s vision of a prosperous, 
wealthy future there was little room to keep 

Photography continues from Page 13 some of the older cultural artifacts carried 
by the outlying ethic minorities. For one 
piece, the photographer documented the 
traditions and lifestyles of a village near 
Tibet that was deeply rooted in the Catho-
lic faith; another traveled to a small town 
phenomenon where men play less of a role 
as fathers and more as uncles to their sisters 
children. As small specks in the country’s 
tapestry, there can be little doubt that these 
photos are anthropoligical pieces which may 
become the only evidence of their existence 
in China’s deep history.

The exhibition will move across the 
United States in the upcoming months, its 
website (http://www.fep-paris.org/china.
html) lists the next stop will be next year in 
Florida with plans to eventually bring the 
project to Europe. The work, as a whole, 
demonstrates that there is a thin line that 
separates art from archeology. In preserv-
ing the photos and showing them in public, 
perhaps there will be a better understanding 
of what the complex and unique face of 
China truly is compared to a manufactured 
image that is often beamed across the globe. 
China has placed itself in the limelight, and 
in the process, most likely unintentionally 
in most cases, pulled a curtain close on 
either emerging subcultures that might be 
considered deviant or older lifestyles that 
are slowly vanishing. 



SEPTEMBER > PAGE 15www.chinainsight.info
business

percent to US$34 million, largely due to 
growth in Canada, Mexico and Turkey).

• Declines in medical exports (proxy 
of HS 9018 to HS 9033) persisted, with 
the steepest drops occurring for orthopedic 
and artificial body parts (down 29 percent 
to US$161 million) and medical and surgi-
cal instruments (down 9 percent to US$223 
million). Gains exceeding 20 percent in 
China (largest market, US$81 million) and 
Canada (fifth largest, US$50 million) were 
not enough to offset sharp declines in the 
Netherlands (down 28 percent to US$46 
million), Ireland (down 49 percent to US$63 
million) and other countries.

• Meat products (up 111 percent, or 
US$48 million, to US$92 million) had 
strong performances, primarily based on 
demand in South Korea for frozen meat 
(mostly beef and pork), which grew 563 per-
cent, or US$32 million, to US$38 million.

• Japan is Minnesota’s top buyer for 
cereals (mainly corn) and miscellaneous 
grains/seeds/fruit (mainly soybeans), 
purchasing 62 percent and 45 percent, 
respectively, of the state’s exports of these 
agricultural commodities. State exports of 
cereals to Japan were up 235 percent to 
US$48 million; soybeans sales were up 132 
percent to US$36 million.

• Mineral fuel/oil sales – particularly 
to Canada – jumped 232 percent to US$69 
million.

Minnesota Quarterly Export Statistics is 
the most current resource available for tracking 
the state’s manufactured export trends and is 
prepared for the Minnesota Trade Office (MTO) 
by the Department of Employment and Economic 
Development’s (DEED) Analysis and Valuation 
Office (Thu-Mai Ho-Kim, 651-259-7180).  Start-
ing with the first quarter 2011, the quarterly and 
annual statistics reports will primarily cover ex-
port data based on the Harmonized Tariff System 
(Schedule B), collected by the U.S. Department 
of Commerce (USDOC) and distributed by the 
Global Trade Information Services, rather than 
data based on the North American Industry Clas-
sification System industries (NAICS), collected by 
the USDOC and distributed by the World Institute 
of Social and Economic Research.  Thus, current 
and future reports may not be comparable to past 
reports; all reports are available on the DEED 
Web site on the Export Statistics page (www.
PositivelyMinnesota.com/Data_Publications/
Data/Export_Statistics/index.aspx). 

Exports continues from Page 1

Minnesota Exports by 2-Digit HS Group*,
First Quarter, 2011: $4.8 billion

*Includes manufacturing and non-manufactured 
industries, such as agriculture and mining, but not 
services.

Growth in Exports, 
by 2-Digit HS Group*,

Between First Quarters of 2010 and 2011

Note: Column may not sum to total due to rounding.

City of Shenzhen featured in NBC 
produced television series

For the past year, North American Rep-
resentative Office of Shenzhen has been 
collaborating with the United States media 
company, National Broadcasting Channel 
(NBC), on a marketing project to help bring 
Shenzhen awareness to the American public. 
The program, International Innovators, is 
a unique and cutting edge approach to aid 
in strengthening theeconomic relationship 
between China and the United States.

According to NBC’s producers, “In-
ternational Innovators is a TV and Digital 
Media Series that profiles countries and 
companies that are creating innovation ev-
eryday. Whether it's the latest in high tech, 
Green Technology, or the latest in wireless 

mobile applications, International Innova-
tors profiles locations and companies that 
are making a difference in our everyday 
lives.”

For the inaugural episode, NBC show-
cases China’s first special economic zone, 
which also ranked most innovative city for 
the second consecutive year by the China 
Institute of City Competiveness along with 
world class companies that have prospered, 
in-part, due to Shenzhen’s innovative at-
mosphere. 

In addition to highlighting Shenzhen’s 
one of a kind atmosphere, the program 
gives the viewer insight into the daily life 
of Shenzhen residents, Shenzhen’s invest-

ment environment, and the state of Shen-
zhen’s economy. To help paint a broader 
picture of Shenzhen’s dynamic economic 
environment, the program utilizes case 
studies on Huawei Technologies, VanceInfo 
Technologies Inc. and LaunchTech. Three 
very different companies, but they are all 
tied together by the fact that Shenzhen has 
helped in creating their success. These case 
studies will give viewers a look at the dif-
ferent industries in which Shenzhen thrives.

Once the campaign is completed, the 
program, which began airing in June, will 
have aired more than 20 times across the 
United States in five major markets, helping 
to spread word on the City of Miracles to 
the American public. In addition to being 
broadcasted in the Bay Area, Los Angeles, 
San Diego, and Washington, D.C., the pro-
gram is available to watch online at www.
internationalinnovators.com. 

Minnesota Trade Office hosts seminar on 
Export Process

Whether you are new to exporting or 
want to expand your global presence, the 
Minnesota Trade Office (MTO) seminar 
"Export Process: An Introduction to Export-
ing" provides the tools to help you make 
sound decisions and plan for export suc-
cess.  The seminar, a cornerstone of MTO’s 
Export Essentials series, addresses a broad 
overview of fundamental exporting topics 
including how to assess your company's 
readiness to export, finding the right markets 
for your product or services, arranging ship-
ments, and collecting payment.

For this session, Nathan Shutes of C.H. 
Robinson Worldwide will share his broad 
knowledge of international shipping and 

logistics. 
Join MTO for this seminar on Thursday, 

Sept. 15, 2011.  It will be held at the MTO 
offices in the 1st National Bank Bldg. in 
downtown St. Paul, Minn.

There are four registration options:
 1) ONLINE:  http://www.regonline.

com/theexportprocess91511 - to register 
and pay via credit card; 

2) FAX the completed registration form 
to 651-297-4265; 

3) E-MAIL reply with the full registra-
tion form detail for each registrant; or 

4) MAIL the completed registration 
form to the MTO office by Sept. 8 to ensure 
receipt prior to the seminar.  

If registering via fax or e-mail or mail, 
please be sure to mail registration payment 
noting who and what event it's for in the 
memo section of your check.  If that won't be 
possible, please bring a check or cash with 
you to registration, noting that MTO does 
not have change at the registration desk, nor 
can MTO process credit card payments at 
the registration desk.

For questions about seminar content, 
please contact Ed Dieter at 651-259-7481, 
e-mail ed.dieter@state.mn.us; or Mary 
Jo Stangl at 651-259-7495, e-mail mary.
jo.stangl@state.mn.us. 

China shows signs of relaxing monetary 
policy 
Posted on August 17, 2011 by China Briefing

Aug. 17 – China’s tight monetary en-
vironment in effect since last October may 
be heading for a change, as the government 
worries the declining money supply and loan 
issuance, together with the uncertainty of 
the global financial market, may lead to an 
economic slowdown.

The People’s Bank of China (PBC) 
has released capital with a net amount of 
RMB165 billion to the country’s open mar-
ket operations over the past four weeks in 
a bid to increase liquidity in the interbank 
market, according to a report in Shanghai 
Securities News. This stands in contrast to 
the PBC’s raising of the reserve requirement 
ratio (RRR) for banks nine times since last 
October in order to control the monetary 
base.

Although the “2011 Q2 Monetary Policy 
Implementation Report” released by the 
PBC last Friday confirmed curbing infla-
tion will remain the primary mission for 
policymakers, the government is releasing 
signs that tightening measures may not be 
its only option. A State Council meeting held 
on Aug. 9 mentioned the need to increase the 
“flexibility” of the current monetary policy 
– while generally keeping it stable – due 
to the increasing uncertainty in the global 

financial economy.
Another issue that may make policy-

makers consider more “flexibility” in the 
monetary policy is the significantly tight-
ening liquidity, which could finally harm 
the country’s economic growth. In July, the 
newly increased RMB loan issuance only 
reached RMB492.6 billion, a decrease of 
RMB25.2 billion from a year earlier and 
almost RMB60 billion lower than expected. 
The plummeting loan issuance size has led 
to the slow growth of M2 money supply, 
which only increased by 14.7 percent from 
a year earlier, marking a record low in the 
past six years.

The Japan-based Nomura Securities 
believes China will no longer raise interest 
rates and the RRR during the rest of this 
year. The country may even reduce the 
RRR if the overseas situation deteriorates. 
Nomura pointed out that the PBC has been 
encouraging banks to offer loans to afford-
able housing projects and small enterprises 
at favorable interest rates, indicating a subtle 
change in the tightening policies.

However, Lu Zhengwei, chief economist 
of Industrial Bank (China) has a different 
opinion and speculates interest rates will 
still be hiked one or two more times before 

the end of this year.
Lu believes low bank deposit growth – 

instead of a decrease in demand – has likely 
led to the relatively small size of newly 
increased loan issuance in July. Therefore, 
he still remains optimistic about China’s 
economic growth prospects.

A report by the Bank of Communica-
tions predicts China’s monetary policy to 
remain “prudent.” Naming open market 
operations and directionally eased loan is-
suance as prior monetary policy tools, the 
report says the tools of RRR and interest 
rates will be used “very cautiously.” 

Reprinted by permission of China Briefing.  
(www.china-briefing.com)

ASIAN 
BLOOD DONORS 

NEEDED

You could be the one to save a life 
by registering as a potential donor.

Call 1-800-59-DONOR toll free 
for more information
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Experience China 
event at 
Mall of America 
showcases 5,000 
years of culture and 
history
By Greg Hugh, Staff Writer

For 9 days in August, visitors to 
Mall of America (MOA) were 
able to literally Experience China 

without packing a suitcase or leave the 
United States. This event was sponsored by 
the China National Tourist Administration 
(CNTA), hosted by MOA and organized by 
CIAC Travel, a local travel agency special-
izing in travel to China.

Experience China 2011 was launched 
with a gala dinner, entertainment and pre-
sentations by MOA representatives, Chinese 
travel executives and local government of-
ficials from the United States and China for 
200 special invited guests from throughout 
the community and hospitality industry 
prior to its opening.  At the beginning of the 
festivities for the evening, a traditional lion 
dance was performed.  

The MC duties for the evening were 
handled by John Hines, a popular radio 
personality, and Ling Kuang, Assistant 
Manager of CIAC Travel who also provided 
translations as needed.  The two of them kept 
the evening moving along with their friendly 
banter and Kuang could make for a great 
professional MC if she should ever tire of 
her career in the travel industry.

Maureen Bausch, MOA Executive V.P., 
began the evening’s program by extending 
a gracious welcome to the distinguished 
guests from China and especially to Mr. 
Wang Zhi Fa from the CNTA who led 
the delegation. She also thanked Mr. Chu 
Maoming from the Chinese Consulate office 
in Chicago for attending.  “Over one million 
visitors will attend Experience China over 
the next ten days and see what an incredible 
country China is” she stated. 

The next speaker, Mr. Wang Zhi Fa from 
CNTA’s main office in Beijing through the 
translator, proposed a toast to the friendship 
of United States and China, the health of 
all attendants, and the success of the event. 

Next to speak was Gene Winstead, 
Mayor of Bloomington who also welcomed 
the guests from China.  He proceeded to 
expound on the many great attributes of 
Bloomington and how visitors from China 
would enjoy all that it offers.  He continued 
that “Equally important are American guests 
who will enjoy Experience China during 
the next 10 days and become motivated to 
visit China.  The activities we are seeing 
at the dinner tonight are a great preview of 

the energy and excitement that our friends 
from China will bring to the Mall for this 
incredible event.” 

Chu Maoming mentioned the impor-
tance of Minneapolis to the Consulate 
in Chicago, and it was his desire to open 
an office here.  He also stated “The three 
most important tasks for China are to seek 
‘Development, Stability and Friendship’.”

This special preopening event at MOA’s 
Great Hall came to an end with the drawing 
for many door prizes provided by many of 
the various Chinese travel organizations that 
make up CNTA.  The highlight of the prizes 
had a few lucky people winning all expense 
paid trips to China.

Experience China then continued for 9 
days at MOA where visitors where able to 
enjoy daily entertainment that was sched-
uled in the Rotunda that included the Forbid-
den City Fashion Show, Shaolin Kung Fu 
Show, Lion Dance, Chinese music played on 
the Guzheng, Erhu and Dulcimer, Acrobat 
Show, Peking Opera, Traditional Chinese 
Dance and Chinese Minority Dance.

Visitors then could continue their “jour-
ney” through China by stopping at the four 
themed court areas throughout level 1 of the 
Mall.  By visiting all of the courts, visitors 
could register to win a trip to China for 4 
with a value of US$10,000 by getting the 
passports provided, stamped at each court.

The various courts featured different 
types of activities:  

Sears Court:  Practice the ancient art 
of Tai Chi Chuan with a Tai Chi master and 
listen to live Guzheng music.  

Nordstrom Court: discover your own 
Chinese name and create a calligraphy book-
mark while also experiencing the fiddle-like 
music of the 2 stringed Chinese erhu.  

Bloomingdale’s Court: watch or 
perform the ancient art of Chinese paper 
cutting and also participate in a Chinese 
tea ceremony.  

Macy’s Court:  take a picture with a life 
size panda character and observe traditional 
folk dancers.

If you weren’t lucky enough to be the 
grand prize winner of an all expense paid 
trip to China or didn’t get to visit MOA for 
this event, don’t be discouraged, you can 
still Experience China by visiting www.
BestChinaHolidays.com or calling CIAC 
Travel at 952-881-1810. 


