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A whirlwind vis-
it was made to 
Minnesota  by 

an education delegation 
from Hunan University 
of Humanities, Science 
and Technology (HUHST) 
and Huaihua University 
(HU) both located in Hunan 
Province, situated in the 
central part of the People’s 
Republic of China. This 
delegation included Mr. 
Heyun Liu, Vice President, 
HUHST; Mr. Yangxi Peng, 
Director of Academic Af-
fairs, HUHST; Mrs. Ling Zhang, Vice 
President, HU (formerly Director of Foreign 
Affairs at HUHST); Mr. Jianmin Peng, Dean 
of Physical Education Department, HUHST; 
and Mr. Jiaqi LI, Dean of Chemistry Science 
Department, HUHST.

The delegation began their first visit to 
North America with stops in several Cana-
dian cities and then entered the United States 
via Buffalo, NY.  Although they arrived in 
Minnesota on a late evening flight, they 

Educators from Hunan, China 
visit Minnesota Universities

were up bright and early the next morning 
to begin their one day visit to Minnesota.

The visit was arranged by Global 
Learning Alliance and China Insight so that 
they could explore developing educational 
exchange programs with some Minnesota 
Universities.  Assisting in the logistics of 
escorting the delegation was Richard He, 
President of Global Learning Alliance 
and Greg Hugh, Publisher/CEO of China 
Insight.

Their first stop was 
a breakfast meeting at 
Bethel University which 
was hosted by Dr. David 
Clark, EVP & Univer-
sity Provost and Mr. 
Richard Crombie, VP & 
Dean of the College of 
Adult & Student Profes-
sional Graduate School.  
Also in attendance were 
faculty members Dun-
can McCampbell, Pro-
gram Director, Carol 
Chang, Associate Dean 
of International Stu-

dents and Programs along with an MBA 
student from China, Bin Jiang.

After brief introductions, the group be-
gan breakfast and welcomes were bestowed 
to the delegation by Clark and Crombie.  In 
turn, the visitors from China expressed their 
appreciation.  As is the custom, gifts were 
exchanged by the parties and Zhang made a 
brief slide presentation on the two Chinese 

Minnesota fourth quarter 
manufactured exports at 
record high

Minnesota’s exports from manu-
facturing industries were val-
ued at an impressive US$4.6 

billion in the fourth quarter of 2010, a record 
high for any quarter. The state’s exports 
gained US$631 million or 16 percent since 
the fourth quarter of 2009. U.S. manufac-
tured exports grew 15.7 percent during this 
period. Growth was widespread across the 
nation, with 46 states experiencing positive 
export growth during this period.

Minnesota’s top 10 markets turned in 
strong performances, while most of the 
state’s top manufacturing industries also 
reported strong export gains.

The fourth quarter caps 2010 on a high 
note, with Minnesota exports increasing by 
17.3 percent to US$17.2 billion for the year.

Gains in Asia and North America Drive 
State Export Growth

• Among all regions, Asia and North 
America had the strongest performances, 
with each region’s exports valued at US$1.5 
billion and export growth rates of 22 percent 

between the fourth quarters of 
2009 and 2010. Canada posted the 
largest gains in exports among all 
countries (up US$234 million).

• Minnesota businesses suc-
cessfully increased sales to China 
(up 42 percent to US$517 mil-
lion), the Philippines (up 44 
percent to US$142 million), 
Taiwan (up 29 percent to US$105 
million) and Thailand (up 29 
percent to US$91 million). These 
four countries posted the largest 

gains in export value among Asian markets 
during this period.

• Minnesota exports to the European 
Union (EU) grew 5 percent to US$1 billion, 
accounting for 92 percent of exports to Eu-
rope. The 38 percent drop in sales to Ireland 
(to US$105 million) dampened growth.  Ex-

ports to other European countries performed 
well, growing 33 percent to US$87 million. 
The state’s manufactured exports to France, 
Germany, Finland and the U.K. increased 
US$10 million or more during this period.

Machinery, Computers and Electronics, 
and Transportation Exports Drive Growth

• Between the fourth quarters of 2009 
and 2010, machinery, computers and 
electronics, and transportation equipment 
exports grew strongly, with state growth 
rates exceeding U.S. growth rates in these 
three industries.

• Demand for Minnesota computers and 
electronics exports grew the most in Asia 
(up 27 percent to US$502 million) and the 
EU (up 23 percent to US$321 million); 
these two regions accounted for 76 percent 
of exports.

Exports continues on Page 14

Attending the breakfast at Bethel University (L to R):  Jiaqi Li, Carol Chang, 
Richard He, Richard Crombie, David Clark, Heyun Liu, Duncan McCamp-
bell, Ling Zhang, Jianmin Peng, Bin Jiang, Gregory Hugh and Yanqxi Peng.                                                  
Photos by Woody Dahlberg

April 16-17 
Mall of America

Minneapolis-St. Paul 
International Film 

Festival 
April 14-May 5 

President Obama 
nominates Gary Locke to 
be Ambassador to China

April 29-May 22 
SteppingStone Theatre



PAGE 2  > APRIL 2011 www.chinainsight.infoannouncements

Publisher:
Gregory J. Hugh 
ghugh@chinainsight.info

 Editor:
Jennifer Nordin
jnordin@chinainsight.info

Manager of Operations/
Circulation:
Richard He
rhe@chinainsight.info

Marketing Director: 
Will Ahern
willahern@chinainsight.info

Production Editor:
Dawn Murphy
dmurphy@chinainsight.info

Artist/Intern:
Lauren Hugh

Staff Writers:
Greg Hugh 
ghugh@chinainsight.info

Elizabeth Greenberg
egreenberg@chinainsight.info

Anthony James
ajames@chinainsight.info

Albert Leung
aleung@chinainsight.info

Jennifer Nordin
jnordin@chinainsight.info

Mike Xiong
mxiong@chinainsight.info

About ChinaInsight

ChinaInsight is a monthly English language 
newspaper fostering business and cultural 
harmony between China and the U.S.

ChinaInsight is a Member of The Minnesota 
Chapter of the Asian American Journalists 
Association (AAJA).

Submissions & Correspondence
ChinaInsight welcomes guest articles and 
mail for the Letters to the Editor column. 
Correspondence should be addressed to:

Editor, ChinaInsight

6520 South Bay Drive
Minnetrista, MN 55331

Tel: 952-472-4757
Fax: 952 472-6665

articles@chinainsight.info

Letters to the Editor become the property 
of ChinaInsight and may be edited for 
length and published. Articles will not be 
published without the express consent of 
the author.

NOTICE TO READERS: The views 
epressed in articles are the author’s and 
not neccesarily those of ChinaInsight. 
Authors may have a business relationship 
with the companies or businesses they 
discuss.

Copyright 2011 ChinaInsight, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved.

ChinaInsight

insight
Guaranteed
YES you could run to the 

store and pick up a copy, 
but did you know you can 
have ChinaInsight delivered 
directly to your mailbox?

A subscription costs a 
mere $24 and brings a full 
year (10 issues) of new 
understanding about today’s 
China, from language to 
business opportunities.

ChinaInsight
SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM

10 issues - $24 for a domestic subscription and $40 for 
international.
Please make check payable to ChinaInsight, 6520 South 
Bay Drive, Minnetrista, MN 55331
Name_____________________________________
Address___________________________________
City/State/Zip_______________________________
Phone_____________________________________
Email_____________________________________
Company__________________________________
Title______________________________________

Publisher’s Pronouncements
Greetings:

While I wish I could greet you with a more upbeat Happy Spring salutation, I do not wish to be presump-
tuous recognizing that the transition from winter to spring in Minnesota can be quite uncertain especially 
when many are concerned with the floods that may develop, but spring is definitely in the air.

The staff of China Insight also extends its sincere condolences to the people of Japan that have suf-
fered an unimaginable disaster.  While it is an economically viable nation with adequate infrastructure 
to deal with the aftermath, it has been estimated that it could take well over US$300 billion to rebuild 
the nation.  Many Minnesota companies and organizations have already provided their support so if 
you wish to make a contribution, please visit the website of the Japan American Society of Minnesota 
at www.MN-Japan.org to see how you can participate.

Spring also marks the return of the 4th annual A Passage to China that will be held at Mall of America 
on April 16 & 17.  See back page for complete details on the largest FREE event to be held in the Twin 
Cities that is devoted exclusively to Chinese culture, history and entertainment.  Over 50 organizations 
will be participating with interactive activities for young and old so get your family, friends and neighbors 
together or organize an outing for your school or organization.  Now you can take a trip to China without 
any hassle.  Everything has been planned and organized…all you have to do is show up.

If you still suffer from “cabin fever”, as noted throughout the paper, there are many other events sched-
uled that include international film festivals, business conferences, plays and other art events.  Since 
it’s no fun doing spring cleaning and you can’t get out and do any gardening, get out and enjoy some 
of these activities.

In the meantime, all of us at China Insight wish you well this spring and thank you for your continued 
support.

Sincerely,

Gregory J. Hugh  
Gregory J. Hugh  
Publisher
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UCBC presents John Robinson, 
Cornerstone International
TOPIC: Water, China’s Biggest Challenge-Minnesota’s Opportunity

T h e  U C B C 
Apri l  breakfast 
meeting will be 
held on Wednes-
day, April 6, 2011 
from 7:30 a.m. to 9 
a.m. at McNamara 
Center  at  Dun-
woody College, 

818 Dunwoody Blvd., Minneapolis, MN 
55403.

John Robinson of Cornerstone Interna-
tional will present “Water, China’s Biggest 
Challenge-Minnesota’s Opportunity.” Mr. 

Robinson plans to share with the audience 
where the opportunities are likely to be and 
how one might pursue them. The challenge 
that China faces is that it doesn’t have water 
resources to support a modern-industrial 
economy.  Further, China's political struc-
ture constrains any meaningful solution to 
the crisis and yet Chinese authorities will 
continue to invest in “solutions.” 

To make a reservation to attend, e-mail 
ucbcevent@gmail.com or call Jim Smith 
at 612-865-6543  The cost is US$25 per 
person (UCBC members and college stu-
dents FREE). 

About UCBC
UCBC is a non-profit organization 

providing an educational and networking 
forum for entrepreneurs and companies 
interested in developing business relation-
ships with China. The organization consists 
of entrepreneurs, who either already been 
doing business in China or are looking for 
business opportunities in China, and all with 
varying levels of knowledge and experience 
in China. www.ucbcgroup.org 

Dragon Festival 2011 is 
coming soon!

The Dragon Festival is Minnesota's lead-
ing Asian Pacific event held each summer 
at Phalen Park in St. Paul, Minnesota. This 
year’s festival will be held the weekend of 
July 9 and 10 from 11a.m. to 5 p.m.  

Lake Phalen comes alive with two days 
of colorful, traditional dances and music 
to showcase the performance arts of Asia. 
Dances from the ceremonial to the theatri-
cal and are as varied as the colors on the 
performers' authentic costumes!

Each Asian country has its own indel-
ible sound even though the instruments are 
rather similar. From the mesmerizing sound 
of the Chinese flute to the energetic Taiko 
drumming, Asian music with its pentatonic 
melody sounds exotic.

Dragon Boat teams are being formed, 
martial arts clubs are getting ready, vendors 
are making plans for this summer. To get 
involved, visit www.dragonfestival.org.

Chinese American 
Academic and 
Professional 
Association in 
Minnesota presents 
its first seminar of 
2011

The Chinese American Academic and 
Professional Association in Minnesota 
(CAAPAM) presents its first seminar of 
2011, “From the Heart, towards Success 
and Excellence.”  The featured speaker is 
Dr. Paul Hsu (許成之博士).

Dr. Hsu received his Master and Ph.D. 
degrees in Electronic Engineering and 
Computer Science from the University of 
California, San Diego.  He has been a pro-
fessor at several universities in Taiwan.  He 
is recently retired and is living in the Twin 

Cities.  Dr. Hsu's knowledge and interests 
are very broad.  Besides the engineering 
and science fields, he has also taught classes 
in management, knowledge/information 
management, and communication among 
other subjects.  

This seminar is free and open to the pub-
lic.  The seminar will take place on Saturday, 
April 9 at 2:00 p.m. at the St. Paul Student 
Center Room 202, University of Minnesota, 
2017 Buford Ave., St. Paul, MN 55108. 

Call for Articles…
Concerned about misconceptions about China?
 
Chinainsight is a local newspaper fostering U.S.-China cultural and business 

harmony.
 
We are interested in publishing articles that engage audiences in America. Potential 

topics range from understanding daily life in China (or for Chinese in America) to discus-
sions of business markets from both an American or Chinese viewpoint.

 
For example, consider the following: 

• Chinese movies/entertainment 
• Book reviews 
• Old Minnesota-China ties/relationships 
• Recommended Chinese restaurants/food  
• Chinese painting/calligraphy 
• Chinese impressions of America 
• Tea
• Impressions of China by Americans 
• Chinese musical instruments 
• American business people in China 
• Questions about China 
• Cartoons 
• Chinese immigrants that have succeed in America 
• Local Chinese Businesses 
• Chinese-owned businesses in Minnesota 
• Travel tales 
• Cross-cultural exchanges in education and businesses 
• Americans who are studying Chinese – why are you learning Chinese? 
• How do Chinese students adapt to America? 
• Chinese business customs
 
If you have an article on one of these topics are any others that might be of interest 

to our readers, please contact Greg Hugh at (952) 472-4757 or 
e-mail ghugh@chinainsight.info.

Advertisers
Your potential customers 
are reading ChinaInsight. 
Shouldn’t you be bringing 
them in the door with an 
ad?

Contact Greg Hugh 
952-472-4757 

ads@chinainsight.info
or visit 

www.chinainsight.info 
for more advertising 

information.
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universities demonstrating how similar they 
are to Bethel University.

At the conclusion of breakfast, the three 
universities signed and exchanged a formal 
Memorandum of Understanding expressing 
their mutual desire to develop an educational 

exchange program that would facilitate the 
ability for students to attend each others uni-
versities, teacher exchange and ultimately a 
dual-university degree program.

The visit ended with a tour of Bethel 
University facilities lead by Bin Jiang.

The delegation then departed for St. 
Cloud State University (SCSU) where they 
were greeted by Dr. Ann B. Radwan, Associ-
ate Vice President, Center for International 
Studies.  After the formal introductions, the 
group gathered for lunch that was hosted by 
Radwan during which Kathryn Johnson, 

Chinese language education booms in 
the United States
By Elizabeth Greenberg, Staff Writer

I've been in love with Chinese ever since 
I learned the Chinese character for “love,” 
which was, incidentally, in the middle of 
my ninth-grade orchestra class.  (Sorry, Mr. 
White.)   Since any great love affair requires 
hard work, I decided to formally study the 
language starting the very next year.

When I informed people of my plans, 
they had one of three reactions:
1.  Wow, Chinese?  That's impressive!
2.  ...why Chinese?
3.  They teach Chinese at your school?

The third response, though it was by far 
the least common-- I still get people asking 
me why Chinese-- was a very good ques-
tion.  According to the Center for Applied 
Linguistics, in 1997, three years before I 
started learning Chinese, only 1 percent 
of all middle and high schools offering 
foreign language classes offered Chinese 

as an option.  I was one of the privileged 
few: although one Chinese teacher taught 
every level at every local high school, the 
vast majority of schools in the country didn't 
even have a Chinese language option.

That's changing, though.  In 2010, the 
same Center for Applied Linguistics did 
another survey, and that 1 percent figure 
has risen to 4 percent.  Worldwide, ap-
proximately 40 million people are currently 
studying Chinese, up from 10 million.

Many of the people who were the most 
confused by my desire to learn Chinese were 
Americans of Chinese descent.  "I have to 
go to Chinese class every Saturday," one of 
them told me, "and I hate it.  Why would 
you do that on purpose?"

Traditionally, many of the people in the 
United States learning Chinese were learn-
ing Chinese through that kind of supplemen-

tal school.  But the demographic makeup of 
Americans learning Chinese has changed 
in recent years, too.  For a representative 
example, take what's happened with San 
Francisco's Chinese American International 
School.   Though the school is academically 
renowned, as its name might imply, the vast 
majority of students who enrolled were 
Americans with Chinese backgrounds.  Over 
the last decade, the number of non-Asian 
students enrolled in the program increased 
by 42 percent.

Why might so many more people of so 
many different backgrounds be interested 
in Chinese?  A 2010 New York Times article 
attributes the increase to Americans being 
newly aware of China as a world power, 
but the trend may at least in part due to help 
from the Chinese government.  In 2007, the 
American demand for Chinese instruction 

far outweighed the supply of teachers: not 
only has the Chinese government been send-
ing teachers around the world to help learn 
the language, but since 2006 the College 
Board and Hanban (the Chinese National 
Office for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign 
Language) have worked together to send 
hundreds of U.S. education professionals 
to Chinese schools.  Many of those profes-
sionals established Chinese programs when 
they returned to the United States.

But as for me, I like to pretend Chinese's 
newfound population could have been be-
cause of the 2007 S.H.E. pop hit Zhongguo 
Hua (Chinese Language).  I know it's silly, 
but orchestra class brought me to Chinese, 
after all: it's nice to imagine that music 
brought other people here, too. 

Educators from Hunan, China visit Minnesota 
Universities
Continues from Page 1

Special Education, College of Education 
and other faculty members joined the group.

At the conclusion of lunch, the delega-
tion began a tour of the SCSU campus and 
were met and welcomed by Provost Devin-
der Malhotra during which time the parties 
exchanged gifts.   The group was then given 
a tour of the Learning Resources and Tech-
nology Services by Ruth Zietlow, Associate 
Dean for Library Services.

The next stop on the tour was a visit to 
the College of Fine Arts and Humanities 
where the delegation had a meeting with 
Raymond Philippot, Interim Associate Dean 
of College of Fine Arts and Humanities, 
along with other faculty members during 

which the idea 
of exchange 
p r o g r a m s 
w e r e  d i s -
cussed .   I t 
w a s  m a d e 
quite clear to 
the delega-
tion that the 
prospect for 
any kind of 
exchange pro-
grams could 
only be con-
sidered once 
SCSU com-
pletes its reor-
ganization of 
colleges and 
departments  which is now underway.

Still on the agenda were visits to the 
Chemistry, Engineering and Athletics de-
partments along with a tour of the sports 
facilities.  Also, squeezed in were visits with 
some of the 30 or more students from Hunan 
Province who are already attending SCSU.

Before the group left campus to return to 
the Twin Cities, they made it a point to stop 
and see Radwan to thank her for her hospi-
tality.  Radwan appreci-
ated the visit by the del-
egation and assured them 
that SCSU is committed 
to the internationaliza-
tion of SCSU and would 
be seeking partners when 
it was appropriate and 
extended an invitation 
to the parents of any of 
the parents of Chinese 
students now attending 
SCSU to come and visit 
and she would be de-
lighted to host them.

On that note the del-
egation left SCSU for the 
drive back to the Twin 
Cities for a farewell din-
ner that was hosted by 

Duncan McCampbell.  Unfortunately it was 
a very late dinner and the evening ended 
quicker than most wanted but the delegation 
had an early morning flight that would take 
them to Washington, DC and eventually to 
New York and Boston before they headed 
back to China. 

Gift presentation at Bethel University

Signing Memorandum of Understanding at 
Bethel University

Gift presentation at St. Cloud State 
University

Delegation meets with a student from Hunan 
now attending SCSU

Chinese delegation meeting with SCSU faculty members from 
the College of Fine Arts and Humanities
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Festival of Nations, one of the country’s 
longest running multi-cultural celebrations, 
returns to the Saint Paul RiverCentre Thurs-
day, May 5 through Sunday, May 8.  This 
year’s theme Marketplaces of the World will 
be carried out throughout the Festival and 
displayed in over 60 exhibits.  

Now in its 79th year, this family-friendly 
festival has enhanced its world-class en-
tertainment with a new stage in the atrium 
and performances over all four days. The 
festival brings together people from a vast 
array of backgrounds to celebrate their eth-
nic heritage and provides an opportunity to 
gain a deeper appreciation of other cultures. 
Through exhibits, food, music, dance, and 
personal connections, Festival of Nations 
provides a look into the traditions, history 
and journey of over 90 ethnic groups, and 
sheds light on how each one contributes to 
the American cultural landscape. 

HIGHLIGHTS FOR THIS YEAR:  
--One People, One Sky – Returning 

by popular demand, the Minnesota Plan-
etarium’s 25 foot ExploraDome, a portable 
mini-planetarium returns bringing the whole 
universe to the Festival. It’s an immersive 
learning environment where visitors ex-
perience "hands-on, minds-on" learning. 
Explore folklore and legends of the sky 
through the perspective of various cultures. 
Jim Rock, Native American physics profes-
sor from the U of M and others will share 
their knowledge of this Ethnic Sky.
--Welcome New Citizens – Judge Paul A 

Magnuson will preside over a naturaliza-
tion ceremony at the Festival of Nations on 
Friday, May 6th at 6 p.m.; share the joy with 
these 30 new citizens. 
--Entertainment – A wide selection of live 

music plus over 100 adult and children’s 
dance performances featuring brilliant 
costumes and choreography are just part 
of the continuous entertainment at Festival 
of Nations.  
--Dance – In addition to the many regional 

dance groups representing their cultural 
heritage, Festival of Nations will present 
dance groups that will travel to Saint Paul 
from their native countries. 
--Eyieunoto Nabaya Maasai – An exuber-

ant dance troupe from Kenya
--Mu Daiko – The high energy of Taiko 

drumming is always a crowd favorite as 
they present the 1,000 year old tradition of 
Japanese drumming
--Taiwanese Dance – A dance program 

native to Taiwan 
--Vietnamese Dragon Dance – Returning 

with their colorful traditional dance
MUSICAL HIGHLIGHTS – The musi-

cal lineup for 2011 is stocked with inter-
nationally renowned musicians, including 
Chad McAnally, Indian sitar player Nirmala 
Rajasekar who has performed at Carnegie 
Hall and Laura MacKenzie, a celebrated 
Celtic musician.

CULTURAL EXHIBITS – Community 
members will showcase their distinctive cul-
tures through exhibits, with a focus on “Mar-
ketplaces of the World”. Festival visitors 
can pick up a Festival of Nations Passport 
to be stamped at each stop throughout the 
60 cultural exhibits. Look for new displays 
from Liberia, Nigeria, Vietnam, Jamaica and 
Mexico this year. 

ETHNIC CAFÉS – Enjoy fare served 
around the world at 37 ethnic food cafés. 
From Swiss chocolate fondue to Colombian 
tamales to Tibetan momo and Norwegian 
lefse. Proceeds from each café benefit a local 
non-profit organization.  

ETHNIC DEMONSTRATIONS – 
Community members will showcase their 
distinctive cultures through interactive ex-
hibits. This is a fun and interactive activity 
for the whole family! Many folk artisans 
practicing crafts passed down through 
generations and interactive, educational 
demonstrations are featured. 

INTERNATIONAL BAZAAR – Shop-
ping from around the globe with booths 
representing 55 countries, with imported 
gifts including clothing, jewelry and arti-
facts from many cultures. 

THE WINE TASTING EXPERIENCE 
– This popular tradition continues to grow 
as International Wine Tasting returns for its 
fifth year.  Patrons can sample wines from 
New Zealand, Spain, Argentina, Italy and 
the U.S. and visit with Festival of Nations 
wine experts. 

The Festival of Nations student hours are 
Thursday, May 5, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; and Fri-
day, May 6, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Student 
tickets are available by reservation through 
the Festival of Nations office.

The Festival of Nations is open to the 
general public Friday, May 6, 4 p.m. to 10 
p.m.; Saturday, May 7, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.; 
and Sunday, May 8, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Advance tickets are US$10 for adults 
and US$7 for children. Tickets will go on 
sale April 4 at the International Institute of 
Minnesota and all Byerly’s stores (through 
May 4) or by calling the Institute at 651-
647-0191. Tickets will also be available at 
the door (US$12.50 Adults, US$7 Youth).  
Children ages 4 and under are free with 
adult admission.

Visit http://festivalofnations.com for 
more information. 

Festival of Nations at 
Saint Paul RiverCentre 
May 5 - May 8
Tickets on sale April 4

ChinaInsight 
SEEKS ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE…

Must be passionate about our mission: in addition to being success-oriented, must 
be self-motivated, resourceful, creative, disciplined and community-minded.

Generous Commission sChedule

Contact: Greg Hugh 
(952) 472-4757

E-mail: ghugh@chinainsight.info
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Pan Asian Arts Festival celebrates 
APA Heritage Month

The Pan Asian Arts Alliance is leading 
the Pan Asian Arts Festival in celebrating 
May as Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Month.  This month-long festival includes 
three parts.

The first part of the Pan Asian Arts Festi-
val will be held Sunday, May 1 at the Land-
mark Center, 75 West 5th St. in downtown 
St. Paul from noon to 5 p.m. This family 
day celebration of Pan Asian heritages will 
begin with a ribbon cutting ceremony at the 
Exhibition Hall for “100 Years of Chinese 
American History in MN, from 1911-2011”.  

There will be carnival games and Asian 
crafts from noon to 5 p.m.  Pan Asian dances 
and storytelling will presented 12:15-3 
p.m. and the Chinese Music Ensemble will 
perform from 3-5 p.m. in the Auditorium.

The second part of the Pan Asian Arts 
Festival will be held May 28-29 at the 
Burnsville Performing Arts Center, 12600 
Nicollet Avenue, Burnsville, MN 55337.  
This 2-day dance event will feature the top 
talents from local Pan Asian dance troupes. 
Dancers will compete in two categories: 
Asian Traditional Dance and Modern Dance.  
The Dance Festival activities will be 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. on Saturday May 28 and 1-5 p.m. 
on Sunday May 29.

The photo exhibit “100 Years of Chinese 
American History in MN, from 1911-2011” 
will be at the Landmark Center, 75 West 
5th St. in downtown St. Paul from May 1 
to June 13.

The reason of choosing the 100 years - 
from 1911 - 2011 is inspired by the follow-
ing description from the concise/publicized 
history of the Chinese in Minnesota, the 
newest addition to The People of Minnesota 
series.  

By 1910 the Chinese population had 
grown to nearly 400.[...] Family life 
developed slowly in Minnesota's early 
Chinese community and elsewhere in 
the United States, due to the restric-
tions of the immigration law, Chinese 
tradition, and the high cost of trans-
Pacific travel. Nevertheless, at least six 
families were established in Minnesota 
before 1910. 

In many ways, 1911 is a new beginning 
for Chinese American in Minnesota, with 
establishing immigration patterns and soon 
many events followed, such as: establish-
ing cultural and social organizations, busi-
nesses, involving in mainland politics, and 
active education exchange, etc.  

Call for artworks for Third Annual 
Cultural Perspectives Exhibition 
Story from Within – Chinese American Artists’ Reflection on Their 
Experience in MN

Republic of China (Taiwan) Centennial 
Celebration Commission of MN (ROC100 
MN), along with Minnesota Chinese Cul-
tural Services Center (MCCSC), Asian 
Media Access (AMA), Chinese American 
Academic and Professionals Association in 
MN (CAAPAM), International Festival of 
Burnsville (IFB), the Burnsville Perform-
ing Arts Center (BPAC), and several other 
Chinese community organizations are seek-
ing artworks to display at the Third Annual 
Cultural Perspectives Exhibition; this year’s 
exhibit is titled Story from Within – Chinese 
American Artists’ Reflection on Their Expe-
rience in MN.   

“The Story from Within” is part of the 
project - The 100 Years of Chinese American 
History in MN from 1911 – 2011.

"100 Years of Chinese American His-
tory in MN from 1911 - 2011" has a special 
emphasis on the oral and photo history of 
Chinese American settlers in Minnesota.  

Most of the photos and oral histories 
from this concise/publicized history of the 
Chinese in Minnesota, the newest addition 
to The People of Minnesota series, examines 
the rich history of our group from the early 
1900s to 1970s.  Minnesota Chinese Cul-
tural Services Center (MCCSC) would like 
to pick up the torch, to interview and collect 
more stories and photos featuring Chinese 
American history after 1970s, and at the 
same time research more photo archives 
and family photo collections to add on what 
have been already preserved.  

The project will capture information 
about Chinese immigration history, set-
tling experience and their memories in 
relationships to historical events back in 
the homeland.  The project will include: 

12 Oral History Interviews with Chinese 
American Immigrants in MN; Photo and 
Audio/Video Exhibition, May – July, 2011 
(along with Chinese American Artists’ 
works); Educational Package with DVDs; 
Panel Discussion about the Chinese Ameri-
can Contribution in MN - Sept, 2011; www.
ROC100Minnesota.info Web site.

I. Guidelines:
The Third Annual Cultural Perspec-

tives Exhibition will feature 2-dimensional 
art of any media, freestanding or pedestal 
mounted 3-dimensional work, and textiles. 
This exhibit will be part of the International 
Festival of Burnsville set to take place on 
Saturday, June 18, 2010.

We are looking for artists to define or 
describe 100 years of Chinese American 
History in MN, and a place we called home 
and/or Chinese American community in MN 
through their artwork, either symbolically 
or realistically. Artwork may conceptually, 
abstractly, or realistically visually demon-
strate the artist’s answers to these (although 
not limited to) questions: What do you see 
your Chinese American identity?   What is 
your family history, home or community in 
MN? What is a favored memory you have 
associated with history, home or community 
in MN? Artwork will be selected based on 
relevance to this theme and artistic excel-
lence.

II. Requirements:
• Two-dimensional artwork must be 

framed or on gallery wrapped canvas, and 
ready to hang with wire hangers – no saw-
tooth hangers

• Three-dimensional work must fit on one 

the following pedestal dimensions if not 
freestanding: 23 1/2” x 23 1/2”, 31” x 33 
1/2”, or 23 1/2” x 33”

• Two-dimensional artwork must have a 
label affixed to the back with the artist’s 
name and the title of the piece

• The following will not be accepted:
- Artwork previously exhibited at the 

Burnsville Performing Arts Center
- Kits and molds
- Copies of artwork, photographs (other 

than by the artist), and published or copy-
righted materials such as from calendars, 
catalogs, or post cards

III. Eligibility and Other Detailed Information:
Cultural Perspectives is open to all 

Chinese American artists 18 years or older.
Sales: The selected art works will be 

displayed at the Burnsville Performing Arts 
Center (BPAC)’ Arts Gallery free of charge.  
BPAC will handle the sale of artwork during 
the exhibit as a service to the artist. **25% 
commission will be charged by BPAC.

Application: In order to be eligible for 
consideration, artists must submit ALL of 
the following:

• Name, address, e-mail address and day 
and evening phone numbers.

• Artist/artwork statement, specifically 
including a description of how artwork 
submitted for consideration is relevant to 
this specific theme

• Images of artwork you would like con-
sidered, or if artwork is in progress, images 
of past artwork and a thorough description 
of artwork in progress for exhibit

• An image list with your name, and the 
title, medium, price, and dimensions of 
each artwork

• Images may be submitted in one of the 
following forms:

- Photographs (label each photo with your 
name and title of work)

- URLs, if you are submitting a web 
page(s)

- CD-ROMs (label with your name)
• Return packaging and postage (if you 

would like us to return your work samples 
by mail, include sufficient packaging and 
postage with your application or your 
samples will not be returned.)

*All possible care will be taken of 
artwork, and all artwork will be under 24-
hour surveillance. The Republic of China 
(Taiwan) Centennial Celebration Commis-
sion of MN (ROC100 MN), along with 
all other sponsors and co-sponsors are not 
responsible for loss or damage to artwork. 
Artists must arrange art insurance if desired. 
All participating artists will be required to 
sign a liability waiver at artwork drop off.

Important Dates:
• Firm deadline for submission is 5:00 pm, 

Friday, May 20, 2010
• All applicants will be notified of the 

selection decision by Wednesday, May 25
• Accepted work must be delivered to 

the Burnsville Performing Arts Center and 
ready for installation, June 7-9 from 10:00 
am - 5:00 pm

• Opening Reception: Sat, June 18th from 
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

• Artwork MUST be picked up at the 
Burnsville Performing Arts Center from July 
18 from 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

• Art Gallery Hours: Monday - Friday, 
9:00 am to 5:00 pm, Saturday, 10:00 am to 
2:00 pm, and open to patrons during events 
and performances

Application materials and work samples 
may be mailed, dropped off, or e-mailed 
to: Alejandra Pelinka, Art Gallery Director, 
Burnsville Performing Arts Center, 12600 
Nicollet Avenue, Burnsville, MN 55337; 
apelinka@burnsvillepac.com

Call 952-895-4685 for additional infor-
mation or visit www.burnsville.org/ifb

For general questions, please contact 
either of the following: Ange Huang - 
angehwang@amamedia.org, or 
612-376-7718 Amy Shih - 
gvashih@hotmail.com, or 651-330-9626.

Activity is made possible in part by funds 
provided by the MN Historical Society, Metro-
politan Regional Arts Council from a grant from 
The McKnight Foundation and an appropriation 
by the Minnesota Legislature.

Proudly brought to you by: Republic of China 
(Taiwan) Centennial Celebration Commission of 
MN (ROC100 MN), Minnesota Chinese Cultural 
Services Center (MCCSC), Chinese American 
Academic and Professionals Association in MN 
(CAAPAM), International Festival of Burns-
ville (IFB), Burnsville Performing Arts Center 
(BPAC), Asian Media Access. 
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SteppingStone Theatre and Mu 
Performing Arts present The Magic Bus 
to Asian Folktales
April 29-May 22, 2011

SteppingStone Theatre’s 6th collabora-
tion with Mu Performing Arts, one of the 
nation's premier Asian American theaters, 
is the revival of The Magic Bus to Asian 
Folktales. In this imaginative presentation 
of traditional folktales, the new schoolbus 
driver has a magic satchel that holds ancient 
fables from Asia. As each story is pulled 
out, the children on the bus are magically 
transported to China, Laos & the Philippines 
where they act out the stories and learn the 
morals they teach. Relevant to our current 
issues, these wonderfully rich stories teach 
the children, and the audience, ways to help 
solve our problems of today.

 Creator and Mu Artistic Director Rick 

Shiomi says, “Working with SteppingStone 
Theatre offers Mu the greatest opportunity 
to encourage Asian American youth to get 
into theatre performance and act in stories 
from their traditional cultures.”

Shiomi feels that, “When I see the cast 
of Magic Bus I feel like I am seeing the 
future of America, where cultural and racial 
diversity is a given and not some planned 
program, where kids from any kind of 
background can feel they are an integral 
part of America.”

He goes on to explain the draw of col-
laborating with SteppingStone, “Working 
with SteppingStone Theatre is like plant-
ing seeds in the spring. The harvest will be 
great for Mu and America. Not only in the 
creation of a future wave of Asian American 
actors but also in the sense of belonging they 
will all have to our society. Asian American 
stories are an essential a part of the Ameri-
can cultural fabric, and we are so pleased 
to have this opportunity to present them.” 

Full of magic and pageantry, these an-
cient stories of warrior princesses, emperors, 
and dragons, have at their heart universal 

truths about loyalty, honesty and the love 
of family, eternal themes that ring true. 
Brought to the stage in true SteppingStone 
fashion, with gorgeous costumes and sets 
and with professionally-trained, talented 
young actors, this production of The Magic 
Bus to Asian Folktales is sure to entertain 
and delight audience members of all ages. 

 
Performance Information:

The Magic Bus to Asian Folktales by 
R.A. Shiomi, Cha Yang and Jaz Canlas with 
music by Gary Rue will be performed April 
29-May 22, 2011.

All performances of The Magic Bus to 
Asian Folktales are in SteppingStone The-
atre’s new home, a beautifully renovated 
100-year-old architectural gem located at 
55 Victoria Street North, one block north of 
Summit Avenue in the Historic Hill District 
of St. Paul.

Performance times and tickets are avail-
able at 651-225-9265 and online at www.
steppingstonetheatre.org. Ticket prices are 
adults: US$14, children & seniors: US$10, 
groups 20+: US$7 (scholarships available). 

Tickets purchased in advance online are just 
US$9.50 per ticket.

The Magic Bus to Asian Folktales is ap-
propriate for all ages. SteppingStone Theatre 
is fully-accessible to persons with disabili-
ties, and has regularly-scheduled ASL & 
Audio Described performances. Interpreters 
can be scheduled for other performances at 
no additional cost upon request. For infor-
mation, call 651-225-9265. 

Celebrating the best of international and 
independent film
Annual Minneapolis-St. Paul International Film Festival

April 14 – May 5, 2011

The 2011 Minneapolis-St. Paul 
International Film Festival pre-
sented by the Film Society of 

Minneapolis-St. Paul is slated for April 14 
through May 5 - presenting over 170 films 
from some 50 countries at the five-screen St. 
Anthony Main Theatre. For three weeks, the 
Twin Cities celebrates the arrival of the best 
of international and independent filmmaking 
in the region. 

Included in this year’s programming 
is an impressive group of music-themed 
films, and the ever-popular Minnesota-Made 
Showcase.  In addition, the Festival will host 
many visiting filmmakers from all corners of 
the globe participating in panel discussions 
and presentations, and attending a host of 
Festival receptions and gala events.  

Aftershock

Narrative
Directed by Xioagang Feng
China, 2010

Seven-year-old Fang Deng is enjoying a 
tranquil summer night with her parents and 
younger brother, not knowing that in a few 
hours her father will be gone and her mother 
will make a decision that will haunt her life 
for the next 32 years.

On the early morning of July 28, 1976, 
the northern Chinese city of Tangshan is 
flattened by an earthquake that measures 
7.8 on the Richter scale.

The disaster kills more than 240,000 
residents, including Fang Deng's father. 
Now, her mother, Li Yuanni, has to make a 
decision. Her two children are both buried 
underneath a thick cement slab, and saving 
either one of them will put the other's life at 
risk. Li Yuanni can only hear her son from 
the debris, and she is running out of time, so 
she chooses to abandon Fang Deng, unaware 
that her daughter is conscious enough to 
realize what the decision means for her. But 
Fang Deng eventually survives and grows 
up with adoptive parents until another major 
earthquake 32 years later brings her back to 
her lost family.

Dooman River

Narrative
Directed by Zhang Liu
China, 2009

The Tumen, an icy river that is frozen for 
many months of the year, divides the hungry 

from the poor. Crossing it is dangerous, 
not merely because of the brittle ice on its 
surface, but also on account of the heavily 
armed soldiers that patrol the North Korean 
border. In spite of this, the Chinese claim 
that over 400,000 Koreans have already 
crossed the Tumen hoping to find happiness 
in China.  One such North Korean is the boy 
that twelve-year-old Chang-ho befriends. 
The boy is the same age as Chang-ho; he 
makes the crossing regularly to look after 
his sick sister. The Chinese children are the 
only ones who make friends with the North 
Korean border-crossers; they play football 
and share what little food they have with 
them. Chang-ho’s mute sister Soon-hee also 
begins looking after her brother’s North 
Koreans friend and soon they all spend 
time together. Life at the Tumen River is 
dangerous and can be cruel. There was a 
time when a bridge spanned the river and 
North Koreans and Chinese could pay each 
other visits. There’s only one old woman 

who can remember this time. She dreams of 
being able to cross over once more during 
her lifetime. –Berlinale

The Warriors of Qiugang: A Chinese 
Village Fights Back

Documentary
Directed by Ruby Yang
China/USA, 2010

Villagers in central China take on a 
chemical company that is poisoning their 
land and water. For five years they fight to 
transform their environment and as they do, 
they find themselves transformed as well. 
The Warriors of Qiugang was nominated 
for an Academy Award this year.

In addition to these films, there will 
be screening of Merry-Go-Round, a film 
by Hong Kong directors Clement Sze-Kit 
Cheng and Yan Yan Mak as well as two 
Tiawanese films – The Fourth Portrait by 
Mong-Hong Chung and Au Revoir Taipei 
by Arvin Chen.

For more information about the 2011 
International Film Festival and other Film 
Society Programming visit the Film Society 
Web site at www.mspfilmsociety.org. 

Aftershock

Dooman River
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BeijingDance/LDTX 
makes Minnesota 
debut on April 5 at 
Ordway Center for 
the Performing Arts
BeijingDance/LDTX, the captivat-

ing and groundbreaking dance 
company from China will perform 

its first concert ever in Minnesota at Ordway 
Center for the Performing Arts on Tuesday, 
April 5 at 7:30 p.m. as a part of the 2010-
2011 Target Dance Series.

Led by Artistic Director Willy Tsao and 
Deputy Artistic Director, Li Hanzhong, 
BeijingDance/LDTX is the first modern 
dance company founded independently 
from the Chinese government. Since 2005, 
the company has called China’s capital its 
home, but its veteran choreographers and 
exceptionally talented dancers from a new 
generation reflecting cultural change in 
Chinese society are sharing its motivating 
works with communities around the globe. 
Although this is the first time Tsao brings 
BeijingDance/LDTX to Minnesota, Tsao 
has local connections, for he has danced and 
trained with Kathy Mohn, dance specialist 
at Linwood Arts Plus in Saint Paul, Minn.

“Criteria I look for when programming 
the Target World Music and Dance Series 
include performers who surprise, amaze, 
inspire and transcend joy through their craft 
– and on these principles, BeijingDance/
LDTX certainly delivers,” says Heather 
T. Spicuzza, Ordway’s artistic director of 
world music, dance and the International 
Children’s Festival.

BeijingDance/LDTX (Lei Dong Tian 
Xia), which translates literally as “Thunder 

Rumbles Under Heaven,” serves as both a 
leader and a catalyst for the techniques of 
modern and contemporary dance and the 
dance appreciation movement. In June 2009, 
the company founded LDTX II in order to 
further nurture young talent in the arts and 
expose the most cutting-edge choreography 
to as many audiences as possible.

For the Ordway program, BeijingDa-
nce/LDTX will perform four critically ac-
claimed works including an excerpt from 
“The Cold Dagger,” a ten-minute version 
of the company’s full-length work during 
which dancers play with the Chinese idiom 
likening life to a game of chess; “Sky,” 
which explores acceptance, trust, hope, and 

continuance; an excerpt from “One Table 
N Chairs,” one of nine scenes that together 
compose the full-length work that was in-
spired by local operas in various regions of 
China; and finally, “All River Red,” a piece 
that reflects the development of contempo-
rary dance in 20th century China, one that 
is a direct and aggressive confrontation be-
tween those adhering to tradition and those 
inspired to innovate.

Prior to the BeijingDance/LDTX public 
performance, the Ordway will host a free 
Ordway Extra program led by Willy Tsao 
in the Ordway’s Marzitelli Foyer at 6:30 
p.m. In addition, the company will offer a 
modern dance master class in the Ordway’s 
Drake Room on April 4 from 6:30 – 8:00 
p.m. To learn more about these events, visit 
ordway.org/events.

This presentation of BeijingDance/
LDTX is supported by the Performing Arts 
Fund, a program of Arts Midwest funded by 
the National Endowment for the Arts, with 
additional contributions from the Minnesota 

State Arts Board, General Mills Foundation 
and Land O’Lakes Foundation.

Performance and Ticket 
Information
BeijingDance/LDTX
Tuesday, April 5, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.
Ordway Center for the Performing Arts
345 Washington Street
Saint Paul, MN  55102
Ordway’s Music Theater
Tickets start at US$21 including fees.
 Box Office: 651-224-4222
Groups: 
651-282-3111
ordway.org 

Photos 
courtesy 
of Ordway.

A Leisurely Evening 
at a Chinese Home

On March 18 the Chinese Heritage 
Foundation Friends launched its occasional 
series of activities at Gramercy Park.  Titled 
A Leisurely Evening at a Chinese Home, this 
series attempts to reproduce an evening in a 
traditional multigenerational Chinese house-
hold in a simpler time.  In many ways it suc-
ceeded: the ages of attendees stretched from 
3 months to 96 years old!  The 3-month-old 
luxuriated and slept contentedly in the many 
pairs of loving arms that enveloped him, 
while his 2-year-old brother played the 
Chinese game of 5-piece chess with gusto 

with his much older challengers.    
Elsewhere there were tables of intense 

mahjong players sitting next to novices who 
were just trying to recognize and sort out the 
tiles.  The quiet, complacent bridge-playing 
table on the other side made clear why 
laughter and chatter make mahjong such a 
social activity.  The strolling elders, nodding 
appreciatively at the table showcasing paper 
cutting, shared laughter with each other, 
completing this picture of harmony and fun.  

Asian Max Catering provided a satisfying 
buffet dinner.

For its May 20 activity CHF Friends 
invites you to bring your jade pieces along 
for show and tell.  Our resident experts will 
show you how to look for color, luster and 
workmanship.  As before, there will be many 
other activities going on at the same time.  

Time: Friday, May 20, 6:00 – 9:00 PM
Place: party room, Gramercy Park
Dinner: US$10/CHFF member, US$15/
non-member (all donors to Chinese Heri-
tage Foundation and members of Chinese 
Heritage Foundation Friends are considered 
members for this event)
Reservation deadline: May 15, to chff@
chineseheritagefoundation.org

Mark your calendars! 

5-piece chess
Photo: Weiming Liu

Papercutting
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952-881-1810 Chinese food is generally quite good in 
France.  Unusual local dishes like salt-
and-pepper frog legs, ginger salad, join 
traditional favorites like spring rolls and 
Beijing roast duck.  And in a stark differ-
ence from American cuisine, the price tag 
can be quite high: Chen Soleil d'Est, for an 
extreme example, averages about US$100 
per head for a meal.

On an interesting side note, French food 
is gaining some traction in China, too (not 
too much, given that at some prominent res-
taurants, the cost of a meal is approximately 
one third of the average monthly salary.)  
There are over a dozen French restaurants 
in Beijing alone.

Best Restaurant Worldwide
I know, you're probably wanting to 

know about the places where the food is the 
best, but this restaurant is too interesting to 
pass up.   Davé Cheung's in Paris has been 
extremely popular for over 20 years-- espe-
cially with American celebrities.  Regulars 
at the restaurant include Tobey Maguire, 
Kate Moss, and Leonardo DiCaprio.  And 
interestingly enough, instead of menus, the 
owner tailors dishes to individual patrons 
based on what they won't eat and how hun-
gry they are.

Au revoir until next time, when we head 
to another continent entirely! 

La gallete des Rois (in English, often 
known as a king cake) is typically eaten 
in France in celebration of the festival of 
Epiphany during the Christmas season.  A 
small plastic or porcelain figurine is buried 
in the cake, and the guest who has the figu-
rine in their piece of cake becomes king for 
the day.

Sounds a little bit like a fortune cookie, 
doesn't it?

In the United States, it's probably impos-
sible to come up with two cuisines regarded 
so differently as Chinese and French food.  
French food, to most Americans, symbolizes 
richness, elegance and a certain amount of 
snobbery.  Chinese is what you order when 
you want something cheap and you're too 
lazy to cook your own meal, or even to 
leave your apartment.  But the two cuisines 
have a remarkable number of similarities.    
Both cuisines, for one thing, vary widely by 
region. For example, most Americans would 
mis-identify Southeastern French cuisine, 
which relies on ingredients like sauerkraut 
and pork sausage, as German: the food we 
think of as French is closest to southern 
French cuisine.  In China, food from north-
ern regions tends to be based more heavily 
on wheat-based foods than food from south-
ern regions.  And both countries take their 
food very, very seriously.

As such, it's not really surprising that 

Chameleon: How Chinese 
food has adapted to its 
surroundings worldwide
Fortune in France

By Elizabeth Greenberg, Staff Writer

A multi-media performance: 
The Map and Music of Matteo Ricci

The Confucius Institute at the University 
of Minnesota presents The Map and Music 
of Matteo Ricci, a unique multi-media per-
formance to reanimate the pivotal cultural 
exchange between Italian Jesuits and Chi-
nese literati in 17th-century China. 

In this collaborative project the world 
map that Matteo Ricci created and presented 
to the Wanli Emperor is digitized and pro-
jected to provide a backdrop for the program 
that included music and dramatic readings. 

Professor Ann Waltner, a professor in 
both the Department of History and the 
Department of Asian Languages and Lit-
eratures and director of the Institute for Ad-
vanced Study, University of Minnesota, will 
discuss the fascinating text of Ricci’s map. 

¡Sacabuche!, fast emerging as one of 
America’s premiere sackbut and cornetto 
ensembles, featuring Stanley Richie (Ba-
roque violin) and Wendy Gillespie (viol da 
gamba) will  perform Italian and Chinese 
music from Ricci’s time as well as new mu-
sic composed for ¡Sacabuche! by Chinese 
composer Huang Ruo. 

¡Sacabuche! began as a collegium en-
semble based at Indiana University Jacobs 
School of Music’s Early Music Institute, 
and performs the beautiful and lesser-known 
repertoire of baroque trombones, cornettos, 
organ, and voice.

“Matteo Ricci: His Map and Music” 
will be presented Saturday, April 9, 2011 at 

7:30 p.m. at the Campus Club in Coffman 
Memorial Union, 300 Washington Ave SE, 
Minneapolis, MN 55455.

Tickets to the event are free, but seating 
is limited. Reserve free tickets by sending 
an e-mail with your name and the number of 
tickets you request to confucius@umn.edu. 

This program premiered in December 
2010 at the National Centre for the Per-
forming Arts in Beijing, China with high 
praise. Time Out Beijing called it “the most 
creative, intelligent, multi-layered project to 
be seen here for a long time.”

This performance of “Matteo Ricci and 
His Map” at the University of Minnesota is 
generously supported by a gift from Jennie 
and Fred Hsiao to the Confucius Institute, 
which supports Chinese cultural arts pro-
gramming in the state of Minnesota. 

ASIAN 
BLOOD DONORS 

NEEDED

You could be the one to save a life 
by registering as a potential donor.

Call 1-800-59-DONOR toll free 
for more information
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Nash Gallery presents New 
Perspectives from China

My Dream: A film by Wang Hong Hai

The Department of Art and the Kath-
erine E. Nash Gallery at the University of 
Minnesota present New Perspectives from 
China, a series of exhibitions, visiting art-
ists and creative exchanges shared by the 
Beijing Film Academy and the University 
of Minnesota. The first event in this series 
of cultural programs is a film screening and 
reception with Wang Hong Hai, filmmaker, 
professor and vice president of the Beijing 
Film Academy.

In his film My Dream, director Wang 
Hong Hai pays tribute to the stunning 
works in dance and music performed inter-
nationally by the 84 members of the China 
Handicapped Performers’ Troupe. During a 
one-year period, Wang and his production 
staff lived together with the members of the 
troupe, recording their daily lives, practice 
sessions and efforts the performers made to 
train their bodies. The troupe was founded 
in Beijing in 1987 by a group of 30 artists 
and includes performers who have hearing 
or sight impairments. The film covers their 
history, process and performances. My 
Dream is a combination of documentary and 
visual poetry that transcends the limits of 
language and geography. My Dream (2007, 
110 minutes) was entered in the Cannes Film 
Festival and the 20th Tokyo International 
Film Festival.

Film Screening
A film screening of My Dream will be 

held on Saturday, April 16, 2011 at 7 p.m. 
at the Katherine E. Nash Gallery, Regis 
Center for Art, University of Minnesota, 405 

21st Avenue South, Minneapolis. (Parking 
available nearby at the 21st Avenue ramp, 
hourly or event rates apply.)  A reception 
with filmmaker Wang Hong Hai, Vice Presi-
dent, Beijing Film Academy, will follow the 
screening.

The event is free and open to the public. 
ASL translation provided.

This event is co-sponsored by the 
Katherine E. Nash Gallery, the University 
of Minnesota College of Liberal Arts, the 
Institute for Advanced Study and the Insti-
tute for Global Studies.

Artist Biography
Wang Hong Hai is professor, Ph.D. 

supervisor and vice president of the Bei-
jing Film Academy. His documentary Zen 
Military-Shaolin Kung Fu received a Jury 
Award at the 2009 Tokyo Film Festival. 
He served as design director for the 2008 
Olympic Games in Beijing. His 2007 docu-
mentary film, My Dream, has been screened 
internationally and received numerous 
awards. Other films to his credit include 
the experimental first Songshan, then Zen 
(2006), the documentary Shaolin Kung 
Fu (2004) and the documentary Tianfeng 
Haitao-Gulangyu, (2003). His paintings 
have been shown in numerous exhibitions, 
including China Century Aquarelle (2006), 
Aquarelle Art Exhibition of Asia (2003, 
2002) and a solo exhibition at the National 
Art Museum of China (1989). His extensive 
professional memberships include the China 
Film Association, China Society of Motion 
Picture and Television Engineers, Ministry 
of Education Art Teaching Steering Com-
mittee, China Advertising Association and 
Director of Beijing Colleges and Universi-
ties Society. 

New Perspectives from China
This series of cultural programs includes 

exhibitions, visiting artists, and creative 
exchanges shared by the Beijing Film 
Academy and the University of Minnesota 
continues into Spring 2012. 

For more information, visit 
http://nash.umn.edu or call 612-624-6518.

"The Peacock Room Comes 
to America" Captures Freer's 
Aesthetic Vision
Iconic Room Gets Extreme Makeover

In "The Peacock Room Comes to 
America," the Freer Gallery's most iconic 
artwork, a lavish dining room designed by 
James McNeill Whistler, will be reinstalled 
for the first time as it appeared in the home 
of museum-founder Charles Lang Freer 
in 1908. On display from April 9 through 
April 2013, the room will include more than 
250 ceramics from China, Japan, Syria and 
Egypt that Freer used to define "points of 
contact" between Asian and American art.

"The Peacock Room has a dynamic 
history as both a room and as a work of 
art," said Lee Glazer, associate curator of 
American art and organizer of the exhibi-
tion. "The reinstallation of Freer's ceramics 
will finally allow the public to see the room 
through his eyes and, we hope, gain greater 
understanding of the complex cultural in-
terchange between Asia and America at the 
turn of the 20th century."

Created for London businessman Fred-
erick Leyland, the Peacock Room origi-
nally contained Chinese blue-and-white 
porcelain. When Freer purchased the room 
and transported it to his Detroit home, he 
displayed subtly toned pots in iridescent 
and monochromatic shades of green, gold 
and brown gathered throughout the Near 
East and East Asia. Freer arranged the 
ceramics to highlight tonal relationships 
among the vessels and other works of art 
in his collection-particularly his American 
paintings. Whistler's painting "The Princess 
in the Land of Porcelain" remained over the 
fireplace, just as it had been in London when 
Whistler redecorated the room in 1876.

In addition to ceramics, Freer used the 
Peacock Room as an aesthetic laboratory 
that would facilitate "intelligent compari-
sons" with his other collections-prehistoric 
bronzes, biblical manuscripts and jades. The 
reinstallation of the Peacock Room, which 
coincides with the recent reinstallation of 
the Freer's ancient Chinese material, will 
provide a similar opportunity to discover 
points of contact among seemingly disparate 
objects. The location of the Peacock Room 
at the junction of the museum's east and 
west galleries is symbolic of Freer's and 
Whistler's position that the decorative arts 

should tran-
s c e n d  t h e 
objects and 
strive for a 
harmoniz-
ing aesthetic 
vision be-
tween cul-
tures.

The ex-
h i b i t i o n 
will be ac-
companied 
by the Web 
s i te ,  "The 
Story of the 
Beaut i fu l : 
W h i s t l e r , 
F ree r  and 
Their Points 
of Contact," 
which will 

launch in the summer of 2011. The site 
elucidates the exhibition through the follow-
ing elements: virtual tours of the Peacock 
Room, one with the Chinese blue-and-
white porcelains and one with Freer's 250 
ceramics; and an interactive map of Freer's 
collecting trips to East Asia, the Near East 
and England, with accompanying archival 
materials, curatorial notes and images of 
objects from specific sites.

Public programming for "The Peacock 
Room Comes to America" begins with a free 
online symposium, "Aspirations of Univer-
sality: The Peacock Room in 1908," May 
11. The John Alexander Pope Memorial 
Lecture on Ceramics June 25 will showcase 
J.J. Lally, the noted art dealer and ceramics 
specialist, who will explore Freer's ceram-
ics collecting in comparison to that of J. 
Pierpont Morgan. 

The Freer Gallery of Art, located at 12th Street and 
Independence Avenue S.W., and the adjacent Arthur M. 
Sackler Gallery, located at 1050 Independence Avenue 
S.W., are on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. 
Hours are 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. every day except Dec. 
25, and admission is free. For more information about 
the Freer and Sackler galleries and their exhibitions, 
programs and other events, the public may visit www.
asia.si.edu. For general Smithsonian information, the 
public may call (202) 633-1000 or TTY (202) 633-5285. 

Room installation,  Harmony 
in Blue and Gold: The Peacock 
Room, James McNeill Whistler 
(1834-1903,) 1876-1877, oil 
paint and gold leaf on canvas, 
leather, and wood, gift of Charles 
Lang Freer 

Smithsonian's Sackler Presents 
Exhibition of Renowned Video Artist 
Lu Chunsheng 
Shanghai-based Artist Examines Relationship between Humans and 
Modernization

The Arthur M. Sackler Gallery's "Per-
spectives" series of contemporary art will 
launch a yearlong focus on single-channel 
video art. The selected artists use the power 
of the single-frame moving-image format 
as a window onto different spaces and in-
terpretations of reality. The series launches 
with the first solo presentation in the United 
States of internationally renowned photog-
rapher and video artist Lu Chunsheng. From 
March 19 through July 17, "Perspectives: Lu 
Chunsheng" will feature History of Chemis-
try I, his acclaimed masterpiece from 2004.

"Lu Chunsheng's works are imbued with 
a sense of the uncertainty and unpredict-
ability that surrounds life," said Carol Huh, 

assistant curator of contemporary Asian 
art at the Freer and Sackler galleries, and 
organizer of the "Perspectives" series. "In 
History of Chemistry I, he turns to alchemy 
and the notion that China is a giant labora-
tory where strange things are happening. 
Such monumental changes and 'grand 
experiments' have profound consequences, 
many of which are yet to be understood."

Born in 1968 in Changchun, China, Lu 
graduated from China Academy of Art in 
Hangzhou, and currently resides and works 
in Shanghai. A prominent figure in contem-
porary Chinese art, Lu has exhibited widely 
throughout Asia and Europe, including 
Sweden, Italy, Germany, France, Korea and 

Japan. With his beautifully crafted images 
and starkly composed soundtracks, his video 
work is representative of the significant 
contributions of artists from southern China 
to the development of contemporary art.

A mesmerizing experience of a vaguely 
familiar yet remote world, History of 
Chemistry I follows a group of men as they 
wander from somewhere beyond the edge 
of the sea through a vast landscape to an 
abandoned steel factory. Using long shots 
and atypical settings, Lu enigmatically re-
fers to a distant history while conveying the 
sense of dislocation wrought by successive 
stages of modernization. The combination 
of elaborate landscape shots from the sub-
urbs of Shanghai and Lu's signature style of 
spare and minimally crafted acting offers a 
surreal view of human behavior in a space 
marked by the hulking remnants of China's 
extraordinary development.

Two films documenting and questioning 
similar themes of modernization and its in-
fluences in China will be shown in the Freer 
Gallery of Art's Meyer Auditorium as part 

of the series "Environmental Film Festival 
in the Nation's Capital: Focus on China." 
Disorder (dir.: Huang Weikai, China, 58 
min., B&W, video, Mandarin with English 
subtitles) will be shown Friday, March 25, at 
7 p.m., and Ghost Town (dir.: Zhao Dayong, 
China, 169 min., video, Mandarin, Nu and 
Lisu with English subtitles), will screen 
Sunday, March 27, at 2 p.m. For more in-
formation, visit www.asia.si.edu.

The second "Perspectives" installment 
will feature the work of Hale Tenger (b. 
1960, Izmir, Turkey), on view July 30-Nov. 
6. 

 The Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, located at 1050 
Independence Avenue S.W., and the adjacent Freer 
Gallery of Art, located at 12th Street and Independence 
Avenue S.W., are on the National Mall in Washington, 
D.C. Hours are 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. every day, except 
Dec. 25, and admission is free. For more informa-
tion about the Freer and Sackler galleries and their 
exhibitions, programs and other events, the public 
may visit www.asia.si.edu. For general Smithsonian 
information, the public may call (202) 633-1000 or 
TTY (202) 633-5285.
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China's 12th Five-Year Plan signifies a 
new phase in growth

NEW YORK - China is looking toward 
creating a balanced economy not just allow-
ing some people to get rich, but the entire 
country to prosper in a more even manner, a 
U.S. scholar said in New York on [Oct. 26].

Professor Kay Shimizu of the Weath-
erhead East Asian Institute of Columbia 
University noted that the newly released 
12th Five-Year Plan (2011-15) of China sig-
nified that China is ready to go on to the next 
phase in economic growth by storing wealth 
among its people and allowing the public 
share the fruits of reform and development.

"Deng Xiaoping said 'We should allow 
some people to get rich first, and the rest 
will follow.' Now it's time for the rest to 
follow, as the Chinese government has put 
it on the top agenda in the next five years," 
said Prof. Shimizu in an exclusive interview 
with Xinhua.

She said the most significant part of 
China's 12th Five-Year Plan (2011-15) is 
the focus shift from the export-led sectors 
to increasing domestic consumer demand by 
raising Chinese labors' incomes to allow all 
Chinese residents prosper in this new era.

"This is a significant change for China, 

and it also means bigger challenges. In-
come increase obviously will lead to labor 
cost increase, which is possible to impact 
export-led sectors as well as encourage high 
inflation. So an important task for China is to 
balance the inflation threats with increasing 
domestic demand while maintaining export-
led sectors," she said.

The Fifth Plenum of the 17th CPC 
Central Committee, which was held in 
Beijing from Oct 15 to 18, adopted the 
"CPC Central Committee's Proposal for 
Formulating the 12th Five-Year Program for 
China's Economic and Social Development 
(2011-2015)."

The proposal said the 12th Five-Year 
Plan period was "a crucial stage for building 
a moderately prosperous society in an all- 
around way" and "a time of different issues 
for deepening the reform and opening-up 
process while accelerating the transforma-
tion of the nation's economic development 
pattern."

As an expert in China's domestic econo-
my and political science, Shimizu is happy 
to find in the 12th Five-Year Plan (2011-15) 
that the Chinese government will focus 

Experts discuss how prevention pays: 
Saving lives and minimizing destruction 
in natural disasters

BEIJING  — On [Mar. 21] specialists 
convened at the China Center for Economic 
Research (CCER) for the China launch of 
a joint World Bank-United Nations report 
showing how preventive measures can 
lower vulnerability to natural hazards such 
as earthquakes, storms, floods and droughts.  
Natural Hazards, UnNatural Disasters: the 
Economics of Effective Prevention, first 
released last November, estimates that the 
number of people exposed to storms and 
earthquakes in large cities could double to 
1.5 billion by 2050.

Damages from disasters can be cata-
strophic, as the world is witnessing now in 
the tragic aftermath of Japan’s quake and 
tsunami. However, prevention is critical, a 
lesson that surely saved many lives in Japan.

According to the report, by 2100, 
even without climate change, damages 
from weather-related hazards may triple 
to US$185 billion annually and factoring 
in climate change could push costs even 
higher. In the case of tropical cyclones it 
would add another US$28-68 billion, says 
Natural Hazards. But the report argues that 
much can be done to reduce the toll from 
such hazards—even in the face of increased 

risk from climate change.
“A deeper questioning of what hap-

pened, and why, could prevent a repetition 
of disasters,” says the report, a two-year 
collaboration of climate scientists, econo-
mists, geographers, political scientists and 
psychologists.

“The report could not be timelier, when 
various countries—both developed and de-
veloping—are suffering from the devastat-
ing impacts of natural hazards,” said Justin 
Yifu Lin, the World Bank’s Senior Vice 
President and Chief Economist. “Preventing 
and managing disasters is as much a devel-
opment issue as a humanitarian one. That 
fundamental understanding underpins this 
analysis, which goes a long way in changing 
mindsets towards a culture of prevention.”

 
Cost-Effective Measures Possible

A central message of the report is that 
“prevention pays, but you don’t always have 
to pay more for prevention”. Cost-effective 
preventive measures include greater access 
to hazard-related information and regulatory 
changes to remove distortions, such as abol-
ishing rent and price controls and providing 
secure titles to encourage better repair and 

more resources on rural areas and bridge 
the income divide between the urban and 
rural areas.

"The changes currently going on in the 
rural China are tremendous and under- re-
ported, especially in the Western media, 
whose focus is always on the large cities like 
Beijing and Shanghai. Actually the changes 
in rural China are going to be the engine 
of China's economic growth in the next 
five or ten years, and of course China will 
face tremendous challenges. I think China 
is well-equipped to tackle them," she said.

One of the measures that the Chinese 
government could do to mitigate the huge 
income gap, as she pointed out, is to gradu-
ally phase out the division between rural 
policies and urban polices, that is, to create 
similar opportunities outside big cities and 
move the concentrated resources out of the 
metropolitans. 

"For example, large universities and 
research centers can be moved out of those 
big cities, so that not everything is concen-
trated in these areas. As a result, the migrant 
population will not always flow to big cit-
ies," she said.

Shimizu said given that the global 
economy recession continues and the global 
fight for social welfare increases, the role of 
the government in narrowing the income 
gap becomes more crucial. Therefore China 
should speed up forming a public service 
system and a public service-oriented gov-
ernment, which would lay the foundation for 
boosting domestic demand and sustainable 
development.

She also suggested that China should 
promote more technology innovation and 
more value-added products. A more frequent 
intellectual exchange between Chinese 
students and researchers are much more 
needed for making the value-added products 
going global.

"China has already made significant 
progress in the past years and great contri-
butions to the world economy. So I don't 
think that future in the 12th Five-Year Plan 
is too far. It will not be too long for China 
to realize these goals," she added. 

Source:  China Daily

upkeep of buildings. The report also pro-
poses cost-effective, hazard-specific infra-
structure: for example, schools that double 
as cyclone shelters or roadways that double 
as drains.  Sometimes increased spending 
is warranted—for example to develop and 
maintain early warning systems—and “even 
modest increases, and greater sharing of 
data internationally, can have enormous 
benefits”, says the report.

“We all know in principle that preven-
tion is better than cure, but we don’t often 
do much about it, either in our personal lives 
or in government,”  said Sir John Holmes, 
former UN Undersecretary General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, speaking at the Beijing event. 
“This report shows both how much we need 
to do, and how best to go about deciding 
what to do, in order to save lives and reduce 
future spending.  It’s indispensable reading 
for all governments.”

 
Lessons for China

China is a high risk country, susceptible 
to all natural hazards. In 2010 alone, earth-
quakes killed 2,968 people in April, floods 
killed 1,691 people over the summer, and 
a further 1,765 were killed by mudslides, 
landslide or rock fall triggered by heavy 
rains and floods in August. Floods and 
landslides that hit China during the summer 
are estimated to have cost US$18 billion. 

There is much that China is already 
doing to help lessen the impact of natural 
hazards.  It should continue developing and 
improving hazard maps and early warn-
ing systems and disseminate information 
to decision makers and communities. As 
China urbanizes rapidly, and more and more 
property is exposed, it is also important for 

China to consider insurance and other risk 
financing mechanisms.

  “Integrating disaster prevention with 
development planning and sectoral strat-
egies makes sense for China and other 
countries at high risk of natural hazards,” 
said Klaus Rohland, World Bank Country 
Director for China.  “As China is investing 
heavily in the expansion of its infrastructure 
and public services, as the report suggests, 
we must ensure that new infrastructure does 
not introduce unnecessary new risk. This is 
particularly important since infrastructure 
investment is long-lived capital stock, and 
it is imperative that we consider the risks of 
such investments.”

Looking ahead, the report estimates that, 
by the turn of the century, China could be 
one of the three worst affected countries 
from climate change-induced tropical 
cyclones. According to the report, three 
countries are expected to bear 90 percent of 
global damages: the United States (US$30 
billion), Japan (US$10 billion) and China 
(US$9 billion).

 “However, while we recognize the chal-
lenges of the future, we’re not alarmist about 
it. Doing a better job at preventing disasters 
today will greatly help prevent disasters 
tomorrow. And we’re not doing enough 
today,” says Apurva Sanghi, a World Bank 
Senior Economist and Report Team Leader.

 The report was funded by the Global Fa-
cility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery, 
a partnership of 35 countries and six inter-
national organizations, including the World 
Bank, which helps developing countries 
reduce their vulnerability to natural hazards 
and adapt to climate change. 

Source: World Bank
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President Obama 
nominates Gary Locke to 
be Ambassador to China
By Greg Hugh, Staff Writer

President Barack Obama has nominat-
ed his Commerce Secretary, Gary Locke, 
as ambassador to the Peoples Republic 
of China.  If the posting is confirmed 
by the Senate, Locke would be the first 
Chinese-American to hold this important 
and sensitive position. 

"As one of the world's fastest-growing 
economies, our relationship with China is 
one of the most critical of the 21st century. 
Over the last two years, we've worked 
hard to build a relationship that serves our 
national interests," Mr. Obama said at the 
White House with Mr. Locke at his side 
during the nomination announcement.

"As the grandson of a Chinese immi-
grant who went on to live the American 
dream, Gary is the right person to con-
tinue this co-operation," Mr. Obama said. 
"I know he will bring the same skills and 
experience that he brought to commerce 
secretary to this new position."

The ambassadorship to China is one of 
the most critical jobs in U.S. diplomacy, 
given America's complex and sometimes 
strained ties with the huge and growing 
Asian power.

“When he’s in Beijing, I know that 
American companies will be able to count 
on him to represent their interests in front 
of China’s top leaders.”

Mr. Locke, 61, said it would have been 
one of late father's proudest moments "to 
see his son named as the United States' 
ambassador to his ancestral homeland".    

Locke is used to shattering boundaries 
– he was not only the first Chinese Ameri-
can governor of Washington, but also the 
first Chinese American Commerce Secre-
tary. As governor, Locke made many trips 
to China (the state of Washington has a 
close economic relationship with China), 
and has also been lauded for his role in 
the rise in U.S. exports to China.

“I’m going back to the birthplace of 
my grandfather and father, and I’ll be do-
ing so as a devoted and passionate advo-
cate for America, the country where I was 
born and raised,” said Locke in a state-
ment. “I’m eager to continue that work 
in China, and to help you, Mr. President, 
manage one of America’s most critical 
and complex diplomatic, economic and 
strategic relationships.”

As he accepted the nomination Locke 
stated,   “ Mr. President, I’m eager to 
assume this new position.  And it’s a 
privilege and a solemn responsibility to 
serve you and the American people as the 
next United States ambassador to China.  
Thank you for the confidence and the trust 
that you’ve placed in me.  Thank you.” 

Asian population fastest 
growing race in the last 
decade, new U.S. Census 
figures show

2010 CENSUS RESULTS: 
Minnesota’s Asian population up 
over 50 percent 

WASHINGTON – The nation’s Asian 
population became the fastest growing 
race over the past decade, experiencing a 
43 percent increase from 2000 to 2010, ac-
cording to newly released figures from the 
U.S. Census Bureau.

The Asian population grew from 10.2 
million in 2000 to 14.7 million in 2010, 
gaining the most in the share of the total 
population, growing from 4 percent to about 
5 percent over the last decade.

White House Initiative on Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders director Kiran 
Ahuja noted the importance of understand-
ing the needs of this growing population.

“We must come together and under-
stand what these changes in our country’s 
demographics mean for public policy,” said 
Ahuja. “We see increasing numbers of Asian 

Americans and Pacific Islanders represent-
ing influential positions, but many pockets 
of this community are in great need of basic 
protections and services.”

According to the Census Bureau, most 
people in the 2010 Census reported only 
one race. Of these individuals, about 14.7 
million people – or about 5 percent of all 
respondents – identified their race as Asian 
alone. The smallest major race group was 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 
alone (0.5 million), which represented 0.2 
percent of the total population.

For more information details about the 
Census data, please visit www.census.gov. 
For more information on the White House 
Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders, go to www.aapi.gov. 

Social Security benefits a 
critical income source for 
Asian and Pacific Islander 
Americans
New report by the Insight Center for Community Economic 
Development finds existing Social Security system best way to 
provide some financial security for Asian and Pacific Islander 
Americans

WASHINGTON-- Social Security is a 
critical income source for elderly and dis-
abled Asian and Pacific Islander Americans 
and the existing system is the best way to 
guarantee a measure of financial security 
for them and their families, a new report 
said on [Mar. 7].

The report, released by the Insight Cen-
ter for Community Economic Development, 
shows that Social Security keeps 19 percent 
of older Asian and Pacific Islander Ameri-
cans (APAs) out of poverty and that of those 
APAs of all ages receiving the program’s 
disability insurance, 56.2 percent relied on 
it for more than 75 percent of their incomes.

Among Asian and Pacific Islander 
Americans age 65 and older receiving So-
cial Security income, 29 percent of married 
couples and 60 percent of unmarried people 
relied on it for more than 90 percent of their 
incomes, the report said.

“Asian and Pacific Islander Americans 
depend on Social Security benefits as a 
critical income source, both as elders and 
as disabled people of all ages,” according 
to Asian Americans, Pacific Islanders and 
Social Security: A Primer.

“The existing Social Security system 
is the best way to guarantee some measure 
of financial security to disabled and elderly 
Asian and Pacific Islander American work-
ers and their families,” the primer said.

The co-chairs of the National Commis-
sion on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform 
late last year recommended a number of 
changes to the Social Security system.  As 
changes to Social Security are considered, 
it is important to understand how different 
races and ethnic groups in the United States 

utilize the system.
The Insight Center’s primer, commis-

sioned by AARP, is intended as a starting 
point to fill the gap in research on how Asian 
and Pacific Islander American workers use 
Social Security – research that will become 
increasingly important in the future.

“Because this population is projected 
to almost double again by 2050, rising to 
9 percent of all Americans, more research 
is needed to ensure their needs are met 
as reform of the Social Security program 
is considered,” said the Insight Center’s 
Meizhu Lui, who wrote the primer.

It’s important that such research be 
broken down by ethnic group because “the

APA economic profile varies widely by 
ethnicity, with some at the high end, and 
others, like the Hmong, among the poorest 
Americans,” said Lui, director of the Insight 
Center’s “Closing the Racial Wealth Gap 
Initiative.”

Other major findings of the primer in-
clude the following:
--Social Security’s annual cost-of-living 
adjustments are particularly important to 
Asian elders because their life expectancy at 
65 is three years longer than all Americans.
--Social Security’s progressive benefit 
structure helps APAs, whose benefit levels 
are lower than the total population.
--Southeast Asians are particularly reliant on 
Social Security Disability Income. 
--Language, cultural issues and lack of 
awareness of the Social Security program 
present a barrier for many foreign-born 
Asians to access critical benefits to which 
they are entitled.

“The modest, hard-earned Social Secu-
rity benefits that millions of Asian Ameri-
cans receive are critical for the financial 
and retirement security for themselves and 
for their families,” said Mae Mendelson, 
AARP board member. “This important 
research from the Insight Center highlights 
the need for our elected officials to con-
sider the impact of any proposed changes 
to Social Security benefits for current and 
future generations of Asian and Pacific 
Islander Americans, as we look for ways to 
strengthen retirement security for current 
and future generations.”

The primer on Asian and Pacific Islander 
Americans is available on the Insight Cen-
ter’s website at: www.insightcced.org

AARP also supported the development 
of a Social Security primer on African 
Americans, which is available on the web-
site of the Joint Center for Political and 
Economic Studies, www.jointcenter.org. 
An AARP-commissioned Social Security 
primer on Hispanic Americans will be re-
leased in the next several weeks. 

Source: U.S. Asian Wire

Source: www.mn2010census.org



PAGE 14 > APRIL 2011 www.chinainsight.infobusiness

Minnesota Quarterly Export Statistics is the most current resource available for tracking the 
state’s  manufactured export trends and is prepared for the Minnesota Trade Office (MTO) by 
the Department of Employment and Economic Development’s (DEED) Analysis and Evaluation 
Office (Thu-Mai Ho-Kim, 651-259-7180). Past issues may be viewed at www.exportminnesota.
com/itradestats.htm and results from manufacturing conditions surveys are located at www.
deed.state.mn.us/facts/manufacturing.htm on DEED’s web site. Exports by state (and by North 
American Industry Classification System industries) are collected by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce (USDOC) and are distributed by the World Institute of Social and Economic Re-
search (WISER). Other export data based on the Harmonized Tariff System (Schedule B) are 
collected by the USDOC and distributed by the Global Trade Information Services.

• Much of the state’s machinery prod-
ucts are exported to Canada (US$173 mil-
lion) and China (US$153 million). China 
contributed the largest export gains in this 
industry during this period (up US$78 
million, or 103 percent).

• Minnesota exports of miscellaneous 
(including medical) products experienced 
decreased demand in Ireland (down 49 
percent to US$58 million), Japan 
(down 21 percent to US$39 mil-
lion) and the Netherlands (down 
29 percent to US$35 million). In 
contrast, U.S. exports jumped 15 
percent, perhaps due to differ-
ences in companies, product mix 
and destination. U.S exports grew 
especially strongly to China (up 
36 percent), Japan (up 33 percent), 

Exports continues from Page1
Israel (up 33 percent) and the 
Netherlands (up 12 percent).
Goods  Such  as  Pub l i c 
Transport Vehicles, Civilian 
Aircraft and Integrated Circuits 
Drive Gains

• Computers, Related Elec-
tronics: Increased demand for 
products such as computers and 
computer parts (largest gains 
by China), integrated circuits 

(mainly by the Philippines, which, at US$113 
million, accounts for 62 percent of these ex-
ports), specialized computers (especially by 
Singapore and Korea) and machines for man-
ufacturing semiconductors (largest gains by 
Singapore) drove much of the export growth.

• Machinery: The largest export gains 
were for products such as centrifuges and 
filters (in China and Mexico), liquid-pumping 
machinery (in China and Belgium), and parts 
for lifting machinery (in Canada, as well as 
Mexico and China).

• Transportation Equipment: Canada’s 
purchases of transportation equipment (up 
25 percent to US$386 million) fueled much 
of this industry’s export growth and included 
public transportation vehicles, which jumped 
269 percent to US$104 million. Exports of 
aircraft parts rose 59 percent to US$114 mil-
lion, largely due to increased sales to New 
Zealand, the U.K. and Japan. 

WASHINGOTN, D.C. – Leadership 
Education for Asian Pacifics, Inc. (LEAP) 
unveils the findings of its newest leadership 
series report measuring Asian and Pacific 
Islander (API) inclusion on Fortune 500 
boards. 

“A minuscule 2.08 percent of the total 
5,520 board seats in the Fortune 500 are 
held by Asian and Pacific Islanders, said 
J.D. Hokoyama, LEAP’s President and 
CEO. “Even more disappointing is the fact 
that only 98 of these companies have API 
inclusion on their boards.”

Key Findings
In 2010, 96 Asian and Pacific Island-

ers held 115 board seats at 98 Fortune 500 
companies. In contrast, APIs constitute 5.6 
percent of the U.S. total population and its 
buying power is expected to grow 42 percent 
from US$544 billion in 2010 to US$775 
billion in 2015, according to a 2010 report 
by the Selig Center for Economic Growth. 

• There are 96 APIs holding 115 
board seats at 98 Fortune 500 companies.

• The 115 board seats represent 2.08 
percent of the total 5,520 board seats in the 
Fortune 500.

• Fifteen (15.62 percent) out of the 
96 API directors are women.

• Ten API directors serve as chair, 
president and/or (co) chief executive officer 
of a Fortune 500 company.

• The ethnic breakdown of these API 
directors is as follows: Chinese (37), Asian 
Indian (34), Japanese (14), Pakistani (3), 
Vietnamese (3), Korean (2), Filipino (1), 
Singaporean (1) and Sri Lankan (1). 

• Fifteen API board members sit on 
more than one Fortune 500 board of which 

4 directors sit on 3 Fortune 500 boards hold-
ing 12 seats: Victor J. Dzau, Rajat K. Gupta, 
Andrea Jung and Arun Sarin.

• Thirteen Fortune 500 companies 
have more than one API director on their 
boards: Goldman Sachs Group (2), Best 
Buy (2), PepsiCo (2), Safeway (2), Cisco 
Systems (2), Staples (2), Avon Products (2), 
Synnex (3), Yahoo (2), AECOM Technology 
(3), SunGard Data Systems (2), Mattel (2) 
and MasterCard (4).

• MasterCard has 4 APIs on its board 
of directors, more than any other company 
in the Fortune 500.

About LEAP
Leadership Education for Asian Pacif-

ics, Inc. (LEAP) is a national organization 
founded in 1982 with a mission to achieve 
full participation and equality for Asian and 
Pacific Islanders (API) through leadership, 
empowerment and policy. With original pro-
grams in leadership training, public policy 
research and community education, LEAP 
raises the impact and visibility of APIs in all 
sectors. LEAP is headquartered in Los An-
geles and has an office in Washington, DC.

Under its leadership research initiative, 
LEAP is producing a series of research 
reports to evaluate and measure API repre-
sentation at the highest leadership levels in 
corporations, foundations, nonprofits and 
higher education. 

Partial funding for the 2010 API Repre-
sentation on Fortune 500 Boards report was 
provided by AT&T. 

According to LEAP’s 
latest report, only 
96 Asians hold 
board seats in the 
Fortune 500

WB: China economy to be biggest by 2030
The World Bank's chief economist 

said on [Mar. 23] that China's economy 
will probably become the world's biggest 
by 2030, when it will be twice the size of 
the United States, if measured in terms of 
purchasing power parity (PPP).

"China could maintain GDP growth of 
8 percent over the next 20 years, which will 
make it the world's biggest economy," said 
Justin Lin, senior vice-president and chief 
economist at the bank. He added that by 
2030 the Chinese economy may be approxi-
mately the same size as that of the United 
States at market exchange rates in terms of 
nominal GDP.

Lin made the remarks at the China Eco-
nomic Development Forum in Hong Kong.

In 2010, China overtook Japan to be-
come the world's second-largest economy. It 
has set a target of 8 percent for GDP growth 
for this year. The country is also aiming to 
record average annual GDP growth of 7 
percent in each of the next five years.

Lin said that by 2030, the country's per 

capita income, measured in terms of PPP, 
may reach 50 percent of the per capita in-
come in the United States.

"It is imperative for China to address 
structural imbalances, by removing the re-
maining distortions in the financial, natural 
resources and service sectors to complete 
the transition to a well-functioning market 
economy," Lin said.

The concentration of income in the cor-
porate sector and the wealthier section of 
society is contributing to the rising dispar-
ity in incomes and other imbalances in the 
economy, he said.

"China still has huge potential to main-
tain strong growth, as the country's urban-
ization rate is likely to reach 70 percent 
by 2030 from the current 47 percent," 
said Zheng Xinli, vice-president of the 
China Center for International Economic 
Exchanges.

Zheng said that the total GDP of Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South Africa will 
account for 47 percent, or possibly more 

than 50 percent, of the global economy 
20 years from now.

"But rising inflation and accelerating 
capital inflows are prominent problems 
facing these countries in the short and 
medium terms, especially China," said 
Zheng.

Yi Gang, deputy governor of the 
People's Bank of China, the central bank, 
said in Hong Kong on Wednesday that 
he was confident the government will be 
able to keep consumer price inflation at, 
or below, 4 percent this year.

"The inflation figure will rise to as high 
as 5 percent in May or June this year, but 
because of the higher base figure of the 
second half of 2010, inflation in the second 
half of this year will cool," Yi said. "So 
throughout the whole year, we will be able 
to meet the government's 4 percent target."

Yi said he is "comfortable" with the 
current level of interest rates, and that 
raising them excessively would attract 
"hot money" inflows.

China's consumer price inflation rose to 
4.9 percent in January and February from 
4.6 percent in December. It hit 5.1 percent 
in November, a 28-month high. A drought in 
some major grain-producing areas, together 
with increases in international grain and oil 
prices, has led to growing concerns about 
rising inflation.

To mop up excessive liquidity and help 
curb increasing inflation and asset bubbles, the 
central bank has raised reserve requirements 
for banks nine times since the beginning of 
2010, and hiked interest rates in February for 
the third time since October.

Stephen Green, senior economist with 
Standard Chartered Bank, said in a research 
note that the central bank will raise interest 
rates twice more in the first half, increasing 
them by 25 basis points each time, and eco-
nomic growth will slow as a result of tighten-
ing measures. 

Source: China Daily
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On Oct. 18, 2010, the State Council 
promulgated the Circular on Ap-
plying a Unified System for Urban 

Maintenance and Construction Tax and 
Education Surcharge to Both Domestic and 
Foreign-funded Enterprises and Chinese and 
Foreign Nationals. This is another important 
measure since China unified the corporate 
income tax for domestic and foreign-funded 
enterprises in 2008, and signals a total unifi-
cation of taxation on domestic and foreign-
funded enterprises.

Preferential Treatment
Since adopting the policy of reform and 

opening-up and in order to attract foreign 
investment, promote domestic employ-
ment and introduce advanced technologies 
and management expertise, the Chinese 
government conducted a series of reforms 
on the system of corporate taxation, giving 
various forms of preferential treatment to 
foreign-funded enterprises. China adopted 
the Income Tax Law Concerning Chinese-
Foreign Equity Joint Ventures in 1980 and 
the Income Tax Law Concerning Foreign 
Enterprises in 1981. In 1991 the two laws 
were merged into the Income Tax Law for 
Enterprises with Foreign Investment and 
Foreign Enterprises.

Under relevant articles of the law, 
foreign-funded enterprises enjoy a great 
many preferential policies. For instance, the 
profit derived by a foreign investor from an 
enterprise with foreign investment shall be 
exempted from income tax. Any enterprise 
with foreign investment of a production 
nature scheduled to operate for a period of 
no less than 10 years shall, from the year 
beginning to make profit, be exempted from 
income tax in the first and second years and 
allowed a 50 percent reduction in the third 
to fifth years. Those operating in Special 
Economic Zones and economic develop-
ment parks enjoyed further incentives. In 
addition, to encourage foreign investment, 
various local governments have promul-
gated preferential policies regarding land 
use and local taxation.

So for a long period the tax burden on 
foreign-funded enterprises has been much 
lighter than on domestic enterprises. In 
2005, for instance, the average tax rate for 
domestic enterprises was 24.53 percent, 
while the figure for foreign-funded en-
terprises was 14.89 percent. In 2008, the 
Chinese government promulgated the new 
corporate income tax law – the Corporate 
Income Tax Law of the People’s Republic 
of China, which unified the tax rate for both 
domestic and foreign-funded enterprises to 
25 percent.

The new tax law allows a five-year grace 
period, during which the old policy is still 
valid. And in fact, it still extends certain 
preferential treatment to foreign-funded 
enterprises. For instance, the preferential 
tax rate of 15 percent is levied on foreign-
funded enterprises engaged in new and high 
technologies.

Zheng Yibing, chief executive officer 
of Henan ADD Electric Power Equipment 
Co., Ltd., confirms their foreign-funded 
company is still within the grace period 
and enjoys preferential tax treatment. In 

years’ time, we are optimistic about future 
development. Compared with developed 
countries, labor in China is inexpensive, and 
the rapid growth of the Chinese economy 
provides a huge market for our products. 
Therefore, the ending of preferential treat-
ment in taxation will not affect our develop-
ment plan.”

Although there is a transition period of 
five years, preferential taxation treatment for 
foreign-funded enterprises is being phased 
out. Even so, foreign investment in China 
is not in decline. According to statistics 
released by the Ministry of Commerce, 
the amount of foreign investment actually 
used was US$82.658 billion in 2007 and 
US$92.395 billion in 2008. In 2009, despite 
the global financial crisis, direct foreign 

investment of US$90 billion flowed into 
China.

Call for Fair Play
Since joining the WTO in 2001, ac-

cording to the principle of fair competition, 
China must solve its problem of unfair tax 
burden. The Urban Maintenance and Con-
struction Tax and Education Surcharge are 
purpose-specific taxes that go into special 
governmental funds. Since their enactment 
more than 20 years ago, they have been lev-
ied only on Chinese citizens and domestic 
enterprises. As of Dec. 1, 2010, these two 
taxes have been extended to foreign enter-
prises and foreign nationals, so as to unify 
the tax burden on both domestic and foreign-

Leveling the Playing Field
Taxation on Domestic and Foreign-funded Enterprises Unified

No longer capital starved as it was in its emerging early years, China revokes tax privileges for foreign investors, confident that 
fair competition and a mature market is appealing enough.

By Jiao Feng, China Today
funded enterprises, as well as Chinese and 
foreign individuals. This is fair to all and 
will promote fair competition.

According to an official of the Beijing 
Municipal Local Tax Bureau, the Urban 
Maintenance and Construction Tax and 
Education Surcharge are levied on the basis 
of value-added tax, consumption tax and 
business tax (product tax, value-added tax 
and business tax before 1994) actually paid. 
The Urban Maintenance and Construction 
Tax is applied at three rates: 7 percent, 5 
percent, and 1 percent, according to the lo-
cation of the taxpayer (city, county or other 
areas). The Education Surcharge is applied 
at a unified rate of 3 percent. For instance, 
an enterprise in Beijing with an annual turn-
over of RMB 1 million should pay business 
tax of RMB 70,000, Urban Maintenance 
and Construction Tax of RMB 4,900, and 
Education Surcharge of RMB 2,100. The 
last two items represent only 0.3-0.7 percent 
of its total turnover, having little impact on 
the enterprise.

An official of the Ministry of Finance 
said that the Urban Maintenance and Con-
struction Tax and Education Surcharge are 
used specifically for public facilities and 
education. Any units and individuals enjoy-
ing the use of public facilities and education 
services should pay such taxes. Therefore, 
foreign-funded enterprises and domestic 
enterprises have the same obligations.

With the unification of taxation on do-
mestic and foreign-funded enterprises, the 
latter lose some preferential treatment, but 
this will spur them to reconsider and per-
haps adjust their business mode, investment 
structure, selection of investment location, 
and financing tactics. Investors now will pay 
more attention to the natural resources, local 
environment and talent pool of the areas in 
which they invest. Thus, making strategic 
and profitable investments will become 
another driver of industrial upgrading. For 
domestic enterprises, this is conducive to 
building their competitive strength, and 
will help reduce the incidence of pseudo 
foreign-funded enterprises in which funds 
are transferred abroad and returned to China 
as “foreign investment” so as to enjoy a 
preferential tax regime. It will benefit the 
building of a fair market environment, and 
conforms to the basic principles of the mar-
ket economy. 

Reprinted by permission of China Today 
(www.chinatoday.com.cn).

2008 and 2009 the enterprise was exempted 
from income tax, and from 2010 to 2012 
its income tax rate is reduced by half. In 
addition, the local government also gives it 
preferential treatment in land use and return 
of local taxes.

Chen Deming, Minister of Commerce, 
has reiterated that China pays attention 
to the important roles played by foreign-
funded enterprises in promoting economic 
development and increasing employment. 
While encouraging domestic enterprises 
to expand investment abroad, China will 
continue to welcome foreign enterprises to 
invest in China, and is actively creating a 
good investment environment for foreign 
investors.

Non-fiscal Attractions
China’s preferential taxation climate 

for foreign-funded enterprises has indeed 
played a positive role in attracting foreign 
investment and in promoting rapid eco-
nomic growth. However, preferential treat-
ment is not the decisive factor in a country’s 
investment environment. As an incentive 
system, its role is limited, since a foreign 
investor has more factors to consider when 
deciding whether to invest in a country.

Political stability, consistent policies and 
sound legislation are the most solid protec-
tion for the rights and interests of investors, 
and are preconditions for the investment de-
cision. In addition, an assessment of the in-
vestment environment looks at factors such 
as raw materials, labor force, market, work 
efficiency, transportation, power supply and 
telecommunications. Since it adopted the 
policy of reform and opening-up, China has 
maintained a stable political situation and 
provided a safe environment for investors. 
China has established a relatively complete 
legal system with respect to foreign invest-
ment and has continued to perfect it, pro-
viding reliable legal guarantees for foreign 
investment. The rapidly growing Chinese 
economy is also providing a fine economic 
foundation. China’s relatively cheap labor 
and vast market are also important factors 
attracting foreign investors.

Zheng Yibing said, “Although our com-
pany’s preferential period will expire in two 

 At the Third China International Private Equity Forum in Tianjin, fund companies attract 
visitors. China Foto Press
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