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First year as parents brings
joy to local couple
In 2007, China Insight followed the
journey of Adam and Tracy Emanoff in
their adoption of daughter Charlotte Rui
from Changsha, China. The adoption
process began in 2005 and the Emanoffs
picked Charlotte up in Changsha on Oct.
29, 2007.

Language Classes

Charlotte and Tracy Emanoff

Adam, Charlotte and Tracy Emanoff in
September 2008

O

n Oct. 29, 2007, Adam wrote,
“Today is the single greatest day
of my life......I became a parent.
So far [Charlotte’s] absolutely
awesome! She didn’t cry much after we got
her. She’s so inquisitive and curious about
everything going on.” Charlotte connected
with Tracy right away. Even though she
took a little while to warm up to Adam, that
in no way dampened his enthusiasm about
his daughter. On Nov. 4, 2007, he wrote:
Speaking of Charlotte!
She:
walks on her own a bit, babbles, sings, plays
in her baths, laughs, smiles, tasted ice cream
with me, LOVES noodles, goes to bed well
(usually), takes two naps (sometimes), loves
juice, doesn’t mind the Bjorn or stroller, likes
to wave, has straight eye lashes, is the cutest
baby ever!!, points at stuff, loves mommy,
fed me a Cheerio at dinner last night, likes
to go upside down, feeds herself, has a
runny nose, doesn’t like us to wipe it, got
her fingernails cut by me for the first time,
needs more hair, got called a boy, sleeps in
her crib, doesn’t cry when I’m the only one
in the room when she wakes up, doesn’t mind
short airplane rides, likes bus rides, loves
Banana Puffs and Cheerios, is super cute
when she wakes up in the morning.

One year later, the Emanoffs are still
overjoyed to be the parents of Charlotte.
Once again, we asked Adam and Tracy
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Local fan
manufacturer
breezes along in
China
By Greg Hugh, Staff Writer

T
Charlotte laughs on her first day with
mommy

2008

Larry Tan

he November meeting of U.S.China Business Connections
(UCBC) began as usual with a
continental breakfast and some
networking opportunities before the formal
portion of the meeting started. As soon as
the members and guests were able to grab
a second cup of coffee, Jim Smith, UCBC
Board Member began the meeting by introducing Larry Tan, Director of Sales and
Marketing, Asia, Twin Cities Fan Companies, Ltd (TCF), to deliver his presentation
on Selling U.S. Fans in China.
Since this meeting took place right after
the presidential election, before he began
his presentation, Tan wanted to make sure

Traditional Chinese
Toys

Page 15

everyone knew that Sen. Barak Obama had
won the election. He even had a photo of
the president elect in his presentation.
As he began his presentation, Tan provided an outline of the topics that he would
be speaking on which included: a product
profile; company introduction and history
of Twin City Fan; the strategy for entering
China; sourcing from China; challenges; and
looking forward.
Fans can be broken down into three
categories: residential, commercial and
industrial. Although TCF is a leader in
commercial and industrial fans, it is not a
recognized household brand in the United
States because it does not manufacture
residential fans.
The company was founded in 1973 and
has been growing ever since. It began its
international expansion in 1994 when it
formed a joint venture in Singapore followed by a joint venture in 2004 in India.
It then created a wholly owned foreign
enterprise (WOFE) in Shanghai in 2006.
In 2008, a sales office was established in
Europe followed by a manufacturing plant
the following year also in Europe.
The types of fans manufactured by
TCF fulfill the needs of commercial and
Local Fan continues on Page 12
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announcements

Publisher’s Pronouncements
Holiday Greetings:
Although there may have been fewer things to be thankful for this year, we hope you had a nice Thanksgiving and are looking forward to more pleasant times during the upcoming holiday season and can celebrate with
family and friends.
There’s no doubt that the holiday season will definitely be something special for the Emanoff family this year
as they celebrate another Christmas with their daughter Charlotte whom they adopted from China last year. See
pg. 1.
While the 2008 U.S. presidential election has been decided and President-elect Barak Obama is busy planning
for his transition to the White House, there is a senate seat that still has not been decided in Minnesota between
incumbent Norm Coleman and challenger Al Franken. Only about 200 votes separate them.
A recount is underway and hopefully final results will be announced before the end of the month. There were a
number of close races in Minnesota which demonstrates that every vote is important and every American should
make it a point to exercise their duty and right to vote whenever possible.
To celebrate the 20th anniversary of the sister city relationship between St. Paul and Changsha, Mayor Chris
Coleman recently returned from a visit to Changsha.
The visit also included a meeting with master sculptor Lei for an update on his Martin Luther King project.
See pg. 9 for this article.
While we have not received many written responses to our article on American-born Chinese, we have received many verbal comments about the topic and thanks for creating a forum on the subject. Staff writer, Albert
Leung, wrote another article on his experiences. His article, The date debate can be found on pg. 11. Again, we
invite anyone to submit an article describing their experience as an American-born Chinese and can attribute the
author or keep such contribution as anonymous. We would like to be able to share as many stories as possible.
All comments can be sent to ghugh@chinainsight.info.
As the year 2008 draws to a close, many will be happy that it is over and we will be entering the new year of
2009. The financial markets in the U.S. and the rest of the world have been devastated and required governments
throughout the world to consider and implement drastic stimulus plans to support their faltering economies.
Although it will no doubt be a very busy time of the year, make sure you take the time to celebrate the holidays
in the manner you prefer and all of us at ChinaInsight wish you a great holiday season.
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Commentary: Lessons other
nations can learn from China
By David Dollar, World Bank
When historians look back on this period
of history, they will likely identify China’s
reform and opening to the global economy
as the single most important event. China’s
reform has propelled the country from a
poor, backward status to a rank as one of
the largest and most important economies
in the world.
China still has a long way to go to
emerge as a fully developed economy, but
its prospects remain bright even in the midst
of this global economic turbulence.
On the 30th anniversary of the launching
of economic reform, it is natural to ask what
lessons China offers for other developing
countries. Of course, China’s experience
cannot simply be transferred to other countries. Each country’s situation is different.
Still, countries can learn from each other,
and right now there is more interest in China
than in any other developing country.
There are many potential lessons from
China’s success, but I focus on three in
particular.
The first lesson from China is not about
what it did, but about how it went about
reform. People sometimes characterize
China’s reform as “gradual,” but I don’t
think that is accurate, given how much
change has actually occurred in a relatively
short period of time. “Pragmatic” is a better
description. China really has followed the
notion of “crossing the river by touching
the stones.”
In many areas of reform, new ideas were
first tested on a pilot basis, and things that
worked scaled up rapidly. The household
responsibility system began as local experimentation and then became national policy.
One of the best examples is the opening to
trade and foreign investment first in four
special zones. Good results led quickly to
an expansion of the opening to coastal cities, and then to the Pearl River and Yangtze
deltas, and finally the whole country.
Another good example of pragmatic

reform is the power sector. In the early period China had serious power shortages. A
State Council decree in 1985 allowed new
sources of financing - foreign and domestic,
state and private - and pricing of this “new
power” at a high tariff that allowed a good
return to the investment. At the same time,
the price of the “old power” from existing
plants was kept low.
Economists argue that this kind of dual
pricing causes distortions, but in China’s
case it was a pragmatic compromise that
allowed expansion of power generation
without upsetting all the existing firms
dependent on a low price of power. Within
a relatively short time the “new power”
expanded rapidly, while old power plants
were gradually retired.
Today China has an excellent power
supply, at a price that is economic, but high
compared to the many developing countries
that continue to subsidize power supply with the result that their systems simply do
not expand fast enough.
A second powerful lesson from China is
the way in which the country has embraced
globalization and shown that it can accelerate development.
Beginning in the mid-1980s, China has
consistently been more open to imports and
direct foreign investment than other developing countries at its per capita income.
When China’s import tariffs were still up
in the 40 percent range around 1990, those
of India, Pakistan, and many other large
developing countries were in the 80-100
percent range.
As China has liberalized and joined the
WTO, it has brought tariffs down below 10
percent - while many other developing countries keep theirs at 20 percent or above.
China has also been more open to direct
foreign investment, and has become the largest recipient in the world. The direct investment brought new technology, management,
training, and connection to global supply
networks. It is one factor behind China’s
steady record of productivity growth in

manufacturing.
China has pioneered a unique model
of openness that is worth studying. It welcomed imports and direct investment, but
resisted portfolio flows of capital - “hot
money” that can flow in and out easily.
Many other developing countries did the
opposite - they borrowed on international
capital markets while restricting direct
investment by multinationals.
The Chinese path is better for technological development. It also looks particularly
smart right now during this global financial
crisis. Some countries that opened to capital
flows are now in difficulty, having trouble
refinancing their debts. China, on the other
hand, is in good fiscal and financial condition. The international firms that made direct
investments here are not taking money out
during the crisis.
A third lesson from China is closely
related to the second. Being open to imports
and direct investment will not have much
effect on the economy unless there is a good
investment climate. It is striking that China
has many cities - especially on the coast, but
also some inland now - that have very good
investment climates in terms of infrastructure, logistics, and regulation.
It is relatively easy to set up firms, move
goods through ports and customs, get access
to power and telecom. When we compare
measures such as reliability of power supply, days to move goods through customs,
and transportation times and costs, China’s
coastal cities compare well to cities in other
developing countries.
How did these good investment climates
develop? Partly it is a natural response
to the powerful incentives coming from
connection to the global market. But I also
think that competition among cities has
been a healthy thing in China. China has a
very decentralized fiscal system. This has
some disadvantages in that it can allow a
high degree of inequality to develop. But
it also has the advantage that it provides
local government strong incentives to cre-

ate a good investment climate. Cities that
succeed attract investment and labor and
grow extremely rapidly. Other cities are then
inspired to learn from the leaders.
No other developing country can just
copy what China did and get the same
great results. But other countries can learn
from China’s experience. Most useful is the
“pragmatic” approach to reform. Try out
policies where possible on a smaller scale,
and then scale up ones that work.
Take advantage of globalization. Trade
liberalization creates a competitive market
that is good for innovation and enables
successful firms to export and grow to a
scale that is not possible in a small, closed
market. Use foreign capital, but more for its
technology, management, and networks than
for the money. Be careful of the “hot money”
flows that have been so destabilizing in the
developing world.
And create incentives for your cities to
compete to provide the best service in terms
of infrastructure, logistics, and regulatory
environment. These are lessons that any
country - developing or developed - would
be wise to absorb and adapt. 
David Dollar is the World Bank’s country director for China and Mongolia
Source: China Daily 11/20/2008 page 8
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion
Updated: 2008-11-20 07:49

The Saint Paul Foundation seeks
nominations for Facing Race
Ambassador Award
Initiative will honor local leaders in anti-racism work
As part of its ongoing effort to create a
more equitable, just and open community,
The Saint Paul Foundation’s Facing Race
anti-racism initiative has issued a call for
nominations for its third annual Ambassador Award. Created to recognize and honor
people in the region who are committed to
building an East Metro community in which
everyone feels safe, valued and respected,
the Ambassador Award will be conferred at
an April 20, 2009, ceremony. The recipient
of the Ambassador Award will be presented
with a cash award of US$10,000 to be
directed to a nonprofit or public entity to
further work in creating a more equitable
community in Dakota, Ramsey and/or
Washington counties. All nominations must
be postmarked by Friday, Dec. 12, 2008.

“The Ambassador Award showcases the
work being done throughout the community
to end racism and honor those who are helping to build vibrant communities where all
people can find hope and opportunity,” said
Carleen K. Rhodes, president and CEO of
The Saint Paul Foundation. “We have been
impressed in the first two years of the award
with the depth of commitment demonstrated
by so many nominees working on this critical issue.”
Previous recipients include: R. James
Addington in 2008, the founding director—
and now training and organizational development consultant—of the Minnesota Collaborative Anti-Racism Initiative (MCARI).
MCARI strives to help people understand
the difference between individual prejudice

and racism, and Addington created the training and institutional transformation models
the organization uses today. In 2007 Jan
Mandell, a Saint Paul Central High School
teacher, received the award. As founder
of the school’s Central Touring Theater
(CTT), she has led the way for nearly 30
years in creating a safe space which attracts a multi-racial, multi-economic and
multi-intellectual group of students who
come together to be themselves, tell stories,
break down barriers and produce theater that
promotes discussion and truth.
For more information about the Facing
Race initiative or to download guidelines
and application materials for the Ambassador Award, visit www.FacingRace.org
or call 651-325-4265. Facing Race gives
individuals and institutions tools to discuss
issues of race and racism and moves them

to take action to end discrimination in the
communities in which they live and work.
The Saint Paul Foundation is the community foundation for Saint Paul and surrounding areas. It connects and supports donors,
nonprofits and partners to enrich lives and
communities through philanthropy. Since
1940, The Saint Paul Foundation has granted more than US$500 million to nonprofit
organizations contributing to the health and
vitality of the community. Through community initiatives and programs such as the
Community Sharing Fund, SpectrumTrust,
Management Improvement Fund, Facing
Race and Words Work!, the Foundation
works with the community to identify and
address key issues. For more information,
visit www.saintpaulfoundation.org.
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Mission: To promote cultural understanding and inclusiveness to
enhance workplace performance and community relationships

Annual Taste of
Many Cultures
event features lion
dance troupe

Go From China to
Minnesota at
Sun Gallery

The Sun Gallery presents From China to
Minnesota: Oil Paintings by Emerging Contemporary Chinese Artists: Mao Yigong,
Song Jingzhe, Jin Ru, Yang Kaige, and Yun
Qing from Dec. 6, 2008 to Jan. 10, 2009.
Today’s Chinese art world ranges in
style from realistic to abstract. The exciting, colorful new portraits, still lifes and
landscapes at Sun Gallery showcases the
innovative variety of Chinese art.
Sun Gallery will host an opening reception Saturday, Dec. 6 from 5-8 p.m.

For more information, call the Gallery
at 612-822-6388, e-mail sungallery@gmail.
com or visit www.sungallery.blogspot.com
online.
The Sun Gallery is located at 4760
Grand Ave. S in Minneapolis. It is open
Thursday-Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
and by appointment.

Advertisers

Your potential customers are reading
ChinaInsight. Shouldn’t you be bringing
them in the door with an ad?

Experience premiere Chinese entertainment right in your own backyard! The
annual Taste of Many Cultures event will
highlight an exciting and dynamic performance by the Ha Family Lion Troupe. The
event will also feature cuisine from ethnic
restaurants, performances by many other
talented multicultural groups and an art
exhibit highlighting the work of artisans
from around the world. No need to fly
abroad or spend a lot of money to sample
great food and learn about the diverse cultures and customs of people living in your
community.
Sponsored by the MultiCultural Development Center (MCDC) and Cub Foods,
the Taste of Many Cultures will be held at
The Depot in downtown Minneapolis, on
Thursday, December 11 from 5 to 8:30 p.m.
Tickets can be purchased in advance online
at www.mcdc.org or at all Twin Cities Cub
Foods stores. The cost is US$20 for adults
and US$15 for students (children 5 and
under are free) and includes all inclusive
multicultural food, entertainment, arts and
fun!
The Taste of Many Cultures will highlight samples of ethnic food from over a
dozen Twin Cities-area restaurants.
In addition to the Ha Family Lion
Troupe, other well-known entertainers
performing throughout the evening include:
Los Soles Mariachi Musicians, St. Paul Irish
Dancers, martial arts demonstrations by the
Afro-Brazilian Capoeira Association, Japanese Taiko Drumming by Mu Performing
Arts, African and African-American dance
moves by Universal Dance Destiny, Hawaiian Halau Hula O Ka Hoku Akau and an
American Indian performance by Ash and
Reuben Fast Horse.
Artists and artisans featured at this
year’s Taste of Many Cultures include: Thai
fruit carving by Creative Carving, Cathy’s
African Hair Braiding, Indian henna by
Shakuntala Design, Hmong arts, books and
crafts by Hmong ABC, American Indian
art by Ancient Traders Gallery, American
Indian jewelry by Erin Griffin, African
American art by Richard Amos, Scandinavian rosmaling/dalmaling by Rosalie
Sundin and African sculpture and furniture
by Rabi Sanfo.
“We’re pleased to partner with Cub
Foods to host another expanded version of
the annual Taste of Many Cultures,” said
Dr. A. Ghafar Lakanwal, executive director
of MCDC. “This year we’re featuring more
multicultural food and more opportunities
to learn about the cultures in our evolving
community. It promises to be an educational
and fun experience for all who attend.”

“We’re impressed with MCDC and the
support it gives multicultural organizations,” said Brian Huff, president of Cub
Foods. “Cub is committed to understanding
and meeting the diverse food preferences of
Twin Cities’ residents. Our partnership with
MCDC will provide us with more ideas of
how to meet those needs.”

About the MultiCultural Development
Center (MCDC)

MCDC is a non-profit organization
founded in 1991. Its mission is to promote
cultural understanding and inclusiveness to
enhance workplace performance and community relationships. MCDC works with
companies, organizations and individuals
of all backgrounds to better educate them
about the importance of inclusion. MCDC’s
Sharing Diversity™ philosophy believes in
developing relationships based on a foundation of mutual respect and understanding
- not fear, intimidation or guilt. MCDC
believes that by learning about each other’s
“differences”, we can begin to face our fears
and confront our prejudices so that we may
understand each other’s similarities.

About Cub Foods

Cub Foods provides consumers with
the freshest produce, widest selection and
greatest value available today. In addition
to innovative natural, ethnic and certified
organic food sections, Cub stores offer
shoppers added conveniences, such as instore pharmacy and banking. Cub Foods
was established in 1968 as one of the nation’s first discount grocery stores. The
organization was purchased in 1980 by
SUPERVALU and currently operates 56
stores in the Twin Cities.
For more information about MultiCultural Development Center (MCDC), e-mail
info@mcdc.org, call 952-881-6090 or visit
www.mcdc.org or SharingDiversity.com
online. 

Wolves play Nets
The Minnesota Timberwolves will play
at New Jersey against Yi Jianlian and the
Nets on Dec. 5 at 6:30 p.m. The game will
be broadcast on TV on FSN North and on
the radio on KFAN-AM 1130.
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Confucius Institute offers
training for Chinese
language teachers
ACC-CIH Summer Chinese Language
Teachers Institute for Non-Native
Speakers of Chinese

The Confucius Institute at the University of Minnesota announces a professional
development opportunity for additional
training in China next summer for Chinese
language teachers. The Hanban, in collaboration with the Associated Colleges in
China (ACC) based in Clinton, NY, will
run an intensive 6-week training program,
ACC-CIH Summer Chinese Language
Teachers Institute for Non-Native Speakers of Chinese from June 27 through Aug.
7, 2009 in China.
The Confucius Institute at the University of Minnesota will recommend three
secondary school teachers to the Hanban for
consideration. The Confucius Institute will
do the initial screening of applicants and the
Hanban will conduct the final selection.
It is a rather comprehensive program and
includes scholarship for tuition, lodging and
some travel.
Program information can be found online at http://www.hanban.org/en_hanban/
content.php?id=3693
Teachers interested in this opportunity should submit an application to the
Confucius Institute at the University of
Minnesota no later than 12 noon on Jan.
15, 2009.

Teachers’ Professional Development
Series: “Using Technology in the Chinese Language Classroom”

The Confucius
Institute at the University of Minnesota announces the
first workshop in
its Teachers’ Professional Development Series. This
free workshop, “Using Technology in
the Chinese Language Classroom,” will
introduce new teaching tools and enhance
learning in the K-12 Chinese language
classroom. These resources will be introduced and then participants will have time
to experiment with them, finding ways to use
these resources in their own classrooms.
This workshop is taught by Dr. Zhen
Zou, an education specialist from the University of Minnesota’s College of Liberal
Arts Language Center.
Enrollment is free but limited to 24 participants, so registration is required. Confirmation of registration will happen on a
rolling basis.
The class will be held on Saturday, Dec.
6, 2008 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at 10 Jones
Hall, 27 Pleasant St. SE, Minneapolis, MN
55455
The registration form is available on
the Confucius Institute Web site www.
confucius.umn.edu. Registration can also
be completed by phone by calling the Confucius Institute at 612-625-5080. 
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Confucius Institute offers
Free Sample Classes
Try Kung Fu!

Get a free sneak peek at the Kung Fu
class offered this spring at the Confucius
Institute! Ages 15 and older are welcome!

Speak Chinese!

Parents and children learn Chinese together. This free sample of the Confucius
Institute’s Family Chinese class is for families with children ages 6-10.
The spring session of classes begins the

first week in February.
The Free Sample Classes will be held
Saturday, Dec. 6, 2008 at the University
International Center, 331 - 17th Ave S.E.,
Minneapolis, MN 55414. Kung Fu will be
at 1-2 p.m. and Family Chinese will be at
2-3 p.m.
Information is available online at
http://confucius.umn.edu/students/index.
html#classes, or by phone at 612-625-5080
or e-mail to confucius@umn.edu. 

Confucius Institute classes
include Puppetry, Kung Fu
and Family Chinese
Shadow Puppetry

The Confucius Institute at the University
of Minnesota is excited to present a shadow
puppetry program. This class will cover
shadow puppet history and basic puppetry
design and use. Participants will take home
the puppet that they will make at the end of
the two-day workshop. Those who are 10
and older are welcome.
The instructor is Annie Katsura Rollins,
an MFA candidate in theater, set design,
and puppetry. She studied Chinese shadow
puppetry with the Hua Xian Shadow Puppet
Troupe in Hua Xian, China.
The class will be from 1:30–4:30 p.m.
on Saturday Dec. 6 and 13, 2008. The fee is
US$50 per person, which includes supplies
for puppets

Introduction to Kung Fu

The Confucius Institute at the University
of Minnesota is excited to present a Kung
Fu program. This class will cover basic
stretches, kicks, foot and hand work, as well
as body coordination. Many people believe
that practicing Kung Fu can reduce medical
risks and provide relaxation, socialization,
and balance in life.
The instructor is Che Wang, a national
certified Kung Fu athlete and former city
champion of staff/sword in his hometown.
Mr. Wang was a student of Chinese national
champion Feng Jingmei—who was on the
Chinese National Wushu Performance Team
with Jet Li! He is skilled in Kung Fu/Wushu
Classes continues on Page 7
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International students are many in
Minnesota
The recently released Open Doors
2008 Report on International Educational
Exchange, published by the Institute of
International Education (IIE) with support
from the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau
of Educational and Cultural Affairs shows
the number of international students at colleges and universities in the United States
increased by 7 percent to a record high
of 623,805 in the 2007/08 academic year.
The number of international students who
enrolled for the first time at a U.S. college
or university in fall of 2007 increased by
10 percent over the 2006/07 academic year.
The report was released during International
Education Week, Nov. 17-21.
According to the Assistant Secretary
of State for Educational and Cultural Affairs, Goli Ameri as quoted in the Open
Doors press release on Nov. 17, “In today’s
competitive international environment, the
increase in enrollments noted in this year’s
Open Doors data demonstrates again that
the U.S. remains the premier destination for
international students. U.S. higher education is unparalleled in its vitality, quality,
and diversity. The U.S. government joins
the U.S. higher education community in a
commitment to welcome international students to the United States. As someone who
graduated from an American university as
an international student, I have experienced
America’s welcome personally and can
testify that America’s universities not only
accept and welcome international students
warmly, but transform their lives.”

Minnesota Colleges and Universities

Minnesota ranked 18th nationally with
9,890 international students enrolled in
institutions of higher learning. University
of Minnesota-Twin Cities had 3,756 inter-

national students, St. Cloud State University had 1,185, Minnesota State University
Mankato had 574, the University of St.
Thomas in St. Paul had 353 and Winona
State University had 339.
Of institutions with 1,000 or more foreign students ranked by international student
total, the University of Minnesota-Twin
Cities was 23rd. The other local school
on the list was St. Cloud State University.
However, with their total student populations of 50,883 and 16,882 respectively,
both universities had an international student population of 7 percent.
In the rankings of international students by institutional type, St. Cloud State
University is 17th in the top 40 master’s
institutions. The top 40 baccalaureate institutions in this year’s report included three
other Minnesota institutions: Macalester
College in St. Paul (#11) with 265 international students, College of Saint Benedict/
Saint John’s University in Collegeville
(#16) with 216 international students, and
Carleton College in Northfield (#40) with
130 international students.
International students contribute
US$197.4 million to the Minnesota economy. They contribute over US$15.5 billion
to the U.S. economy through tuition and
living expenses.

Students from Asia

Open Doors 2008 shows that “[a]ccounting for 61% of total international student
population, Asia remains the region sending
the most students to the United States, with
a 10% increase this year. The total number
of students from Southeast Asia increased
by 11.5%, led by Vietnam’s dramatic growth
[of 45% to 8,769] and additional increases
from the Philippines (12%) and Singapore

Minnesota Hangzhou
Exchange celebrates

1st Row L-R: Paul DelMain, Marsha Eding, Ruth Fuller, Donald Draayer, Peiju Ruan,2nd
Row: Nancy Johnson, Michael Johnson, Douglas Palmer, Michael Lovett, Sylvia Lovett,
Songtang Mao, Lin Hong, Vern Kuennen
A gathering Nov. 8 celebrated an old
friend’s return to Minnesota, Mr. Mao Songtang. Mao is the retired deputy principal
of Hangzhou Foreign Language School. In
1986, he was directly involved in the first
teacher exchange between HZFLS and the
state of Minnesota. Then he came on the
exchange, becoming a resource teacher in
ECSU-5. Mao came a second time in 1995
and taught in Minnetonka Schools. During
his two stints as an exchange teacher in Minnesota and his work with many Minnesota
teachers doing exchanges at the Hangzhou
Foreign Language School, Mao has made a

lot of friends. On Nov. 3 Mao was back in
Minnesota renewing those friendships.
As the last stop of Mao’s third Minnesota trip, he met some old friends at the
Beijing Restaurant. They had wonderful
food and stimulating conversation. In attendance were Dr. Donald Draayer, former
superintendent at Minnetonka, who first
brought the exchange program into the
Minnetonka schools, Dr. Michael Lovett,
the current superintendent of the White Bear
Schools, also instrumental in bringing the
exchange program to Minnetonka, his wife,
Sylvia Lovett, Douglas Palmer, a director

(7%). The number of students from East
Asia increased by 9.5%, with a 7% increase
from Hong Kong and a 13% increase from
Mongolia, supplementing the record highs
from China and South Korea. Driven by the
large increase in students coming from India, the total number of students from South
& Central Asia increased by 12%, despite
small declines in the number of students
from Pakistan (down 1%) and Bangladesh
(down 4%). The number of students from
Oceania increased 16%, due to strong increases from both Australia (10%) and New
Zealand (17%).”

Students from China

The Open Doors report shows that the
top three sending countries had double-digit
increases in the number of students in the
Unites States: India (#1 up 13%), China (#2
up 20%), and South Korea (#3 up 11%).
In its fact sheet about China, IIE states “in
academic year 2007/08, there were 81,127
students from China studying in the United
States. China is the second-leading place
of origin for students coming to the United
States, following India (94,563).”
The report shows a majority of Chinese
students in the United States studying at
the graduate level. In 2007/08, their breakdown was as follows: 20.3% undergraduate,
65.4% graduate, 4.8% other, and 9.5% OPT
(Optional Practical Training).
In discussing historical trends it noted,
“China sent no students to the US from the
1950s until 1974/75. In the 1980s, numbers
of Chinese students grew dramatically, and
in 1988/89, China displaced Taiwan as the
leading sender. China was the leading place
of origin from 1988/89 until it was displaced
by Japan in 1994/95. In 1998/99, China
overtook Japan as the leading sender, and

of the exchange program for many years,
Irene Honglin, the current exchange teacher
to Minnetonka from HZFLS, Peiju Ruan and
Paul Delmain, teachers of Chinese at Minnetonka, Ruth Fuller, a former host family
to Mao, and Mr. and Mrs. Michael Johnson, and Marsha Eding, former exchange
teachers to HZFLS. At the dinner, tribute
was paid to Dr. Ruth Randall, the former
commissioner of education who started the
exchange program; Marlene Patrias, the first
director of the program; and Dr. Dale Rusch,
former Director of curriculum and instruction at Minnetonka, Dr. Lovett, the former
assistant superintendent of Minnetonka and
a great supporter of the program. Another
fitting tribute was given to all the teachers
and educators sent to Minnesota from HZFLS. “The success of the program is based
on the quality of those fine people,” It was
said. They are all “topnotch!”
Mao Songtong and other visiting teachers have made many contributions to the
program. Mao’s intelligence, openness,
friendliness, and concern for the true sharing
of ideas has helped the program live from
1986 until now. Minnetonka Public Schools
continues to take part in the exchange between HZFLS and the state of Minnesota.
The program is expanding now to include a
student exchange. Plans are now in progress
for the first Minnetonka student group to
stay at Hangzhou Foreign Language School
next summer and a group from HZFLS may
be visiting Minnetonka the following year.

remained in the number one position until
being overtaken by India in 2001/02, and has
remained in second place since.”

EducationUSA

The IIE also reports, “Over the past year,
in order to help students in other countries
gain access to an American education, the
Department of State has expanded support
for educational advising around the world
at EducationUSA advising centers where
international students and their families can
obtain information about the broad range of
educational opportunities offered by U.S.
colleges and universities. In addition, the
Department of State has improved outreach
efforts in key international markets including China, Vietnam, India, and Brazil, and
is supporting after-school English language
classes for underserved high school students
in many countries to prepare future generations of international students to pursue educational opportunities in the United States.
“According to Allan E. Goodman,
President and CEO of the Institute of International Education, ‘The steady increase in
the number of international students in the
United States reflects actions taken by the
U.S. government and many individual colleges and universities to ensure that international students know they are welcome here,
and that we appreciate how they contribute
to the intellectual and cultural environment
on campus and in the wider community.
Furthering academic exchange – in both
directions – is one of the best investments
that we can make to strengthen U.S. higher
education and research activities and foster cross-border collaboration on shared
global problems such as fighting disease,
protecting the environment, and countering
terrorism.’” 

Classes from Page 5
performance, Taichi, Chinese boxing,
and self-defense.
This class begins the first week of
February.

Family Chinese

The Confucius Institute at the University of Minnesota invites parents and
young children (ages 6 -10) in the Twin
Cities to explore Chinese language and
culture in a fun program.
Parents and children will work with
Ms. Zhou, a native speaker and licensed
elementary teacher, to learn useful daily
Mandarin phrases, play games, sing
songs, engage in a variety of activities,
and win prizes. This is a wonderful opportunity for both parents and children
to benefit from shared language and
cultural experiences and to learn more
about China and Chinese culture.
This class begins the first week of
February.
All classes offered will be held at
the University International Center,
331 - 17th Ave S.E., Minneapolis, MN
55414
Information is available online at
http://confucius.umn.edu/students/
index.html#classes, or by phone at
612-625-5080 or e-mail to confucius@
umn.edu. 
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The China Price: The True Cost of Chinese
Competitive Advantage
By Alexandra Harney
Synopsis

Acclaimed Financial Times correspondent Alexandra
Harney uncovers the truth about how China is able to offer such amazingly low prices to the rest of the world. She
has discovered that intense pricing pressure from Western
companies combined with ubiquitous corruption and a lack
of transparency exacts an unseen and unconscionable toll in
human misery and environmental damage.

Between Heaven and Earth:
A Guide to Chinese Medicine
By Harriet Beinfield, Efrem Korngold
Synopsis

Two of the foremost American educators and healers in
the Chinese medical profession demystify Chinese medicine’s centuries-old approach to health. Combining Eastern
traditions with Western sensibilities in a unique blend that
is relevant today, Between Heaven And Earth opens the
door to a vast storehouse of knowledge that bridges the gap
between mind and body, theory and practice, professional
and self-care, East and West.

Journey of a Thousand Miles: My Story
by Lang Lang, David Ritz (With)
Synopsis

“Number One”
was a phrase my
father—and, for
that matter, my
mother—repeated
time and time again.
It was a phrase spoken by my parents’
friends and by their
friends’ children.
Whenever adults
discussed the great Chinese painters and
sculptors from the ancient dynasties, there
was always a single artist named as Number
One. There was the Number One leader of
a manufacturing plant, the Number One
worker, the Number One scientist, the
Number One car mechanic. In the culture of
my childhood, being best was everything. It
was the goal that drove us, the motivation
that gave life meaning. And if, by chance
or fate or the blessings of the generous universe, you were a child in whom talent was
evident, Number One became your mantra.
It became mine. I never begged my parents
to take off the pressure. I accepted it; I even
enjoyed it. It was a game, this contest among
aspiring pianists, and although I may have
been shy, I was bold, even at age five, when
faced with a field of rivals.

Born in China to parents whose musical careers were interrupted by the Cultural
Revolution, Lang Lang has emerged as
one of the greatest pianists of our time. Yet
despite his fame, few in the West know of
the heart-wrenching journey from his early
childhood as a prodigy in an industrial city
in northern China to his difficult years in
Beijing to his success today.
Journey of a Thousand Miles documents
the remarkable, dramatic story of a family who sacrificed almost everything—his
parents’ marriage, financial security, Lang
Lang’s childhood, and their reputation in
China’s insular classical music world—for
the belief in a youngboy’s talent. And it
reveals the devastating and intense relationship between a boy and his father, who
was willing to go to any length to make his
son a star.
An engaging, informative cultural commentator who bridges East and West, Lang
Lang has written more than an autobiography: his book opens a door to China, where
Lang Lang is a cultural icon, at a time when
the world’s attention will be on Beijing.
Written with David Ritz, the coauthor of
many bestselling autobiographies, Journey
of a Thousand Miles is an inspiring story
that will give readers an appreciation for
the courage and sacrifice it takes to achieve
greatness.

All synopses from BarnesandNoble.com
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Chinese
university
graduates feel
pains of global
financial crisis
By Yuan Ye and Wang Aihua, Xinhua     
For Jin Zhenghao, this [past] November
has been the most stressful month in his 25
years of life.
A financial engineering major at Xiamen University in southeast China’s Fujian
Province, Jin is desperately trying to find a
job before graduating in June 2009.
November is when the school gave him
time to market himself to potential employers. Jin has sent resumes to nearly 30 companies, resulting in five interviews. So far,
he has received no job offers.
Now, Jin is paying [US$293] a month to
live in Shanghai, the country’s financial hub,
in hopes of securing more interviews.
“Companies either have few job vacancies or simply don’t want new people,” Jin
told Xinhua over the phone. Only a year ago,
he added, graduates like him, would end up
with job offers from several well-known international or domestic financial companies
before graduation.
“The situation is obviously very bad this
year. The financial crisis is a major reason,”
said Jin. “I’m really worried.”
Many financial companies, particularly
international big names, have cut employees
this year due to overseas problems in stock
markets.
Jin is not the only one to feel the economic shockwave from the developed world.
Thousands of factories which used to manufacture shoes, clothes or toys for export, have
been closed or are struggling for survival as
foreign orders declined.
This not only means there are more unemployed people, but also fewer opportunities for first-time job seekers.
Deputy Minister of Human Resources
and Social Security Zhang Xiaojian said
[Nov. 20] that 6.1 million college and university students will graduate in the first half
of next year.
An additional four million college students who graduated in previous years have
not found jobs and will also be vying for
limited opportunities.
“If companies’ demand for new employees drops significantly, finding a job will
definitely become more difficult for college
students,” Zhang said.
Professor Yue Changjun, an expert on
education and economy at Peking University in Beijing, told China Youth Daily that
67,000 private Chinese companies closed in

the first half of this year.
According to Yue, this is a significant
figure because private companies employed 34.2 percent of college graduates
last year.
“How come I can’t find a job?” a Peking
University student, anonymously named
“Rebecca ycj”, asked in a message posted
on the university’s online forum.
The law student said she applied for jobs
at several firms, state-owned enterprises,
banks and even a news agency, but every
time she was refused.
Research from 51job.com, a popular
job-seeking Web site in China, showed the
financial service, real estate, foreign trade
and manufacturing industries were the hardest hit sectors as a result of the economic
slowdown.
The number of job vacancies in financial services, for example, dropped by 12
percent in the July-November period, compared with the same period of last year.
Zhang said the government, schools
and students were moving quickly to try to
address the difficulties.
A total of 259 job fairs are currently
underway throughout China. Nearly 30,000
enterprises, government organs and public
institutions will offer more than 500,000
jobs at those fairs before Nov. 30, said
Zhang.
“The major idea is to help college
graduates obtain employment information,
create more job opportunities and encourage students to work in less developed geographical areas where they are welcomed,”
he said.
Prof. Li Daokui of Tsinghua University
said because not all sectors are affected
by the recession overseas, the prospect of
employment isn’t as dire as some people
feel.
The government announced a 4 trillion yuan stimulus package to boost the
economy and domestic demand.
“As long as China’s economy maintains
9 percent growth, 10 million new jobs can
be created every year,” Li said.
Meanwhile, students are encouraged to
think more creatively when applying for
jobs, for example, they need to lower their
salary expectations or consider working in
rural instead of urban areas.
Crisis continues on Page 11

It’s Never Too Early to Learn Chinese
612-308-3595 or 952-225-0458
3815 Alvarado Lane, Plymouth, MN 55446
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First year as parents brings joy to local couple
to tell us, in their own words, what their
first year as parents has been like. Tracy
wrote Our First Year with Charlotte Rui
and Adam wrote One Year: A New Parent’s
Perspective.

Our First Year with Charlotte Rui

The last year with Charlotte has been
nothing short of amazing. Adam and I often
say that we feel like we won the jackpot.
Charlotte has such an upbeat personality and she clearly loves life.   She seems
to make an impression on everyone who
meets her. She is quick to laugh and smile,
is extremely intelligent and always excited
to try new things on her own (or, as she
says, “my-do-it!), she is a great sleeper
(after the initial jetlag ended after we had
been home a couple of weeks), she is very
social, she goes with the flow and she loves
her Mommy and Daddy as much as we love
her. Not to say that she doesn’t have her
tantrum moments (she is two, after all), but
her easy-going personality tends to shine
through, and those moments are really few
and far between (so far!).
We were lucky in that it seemed that

by the second week of our trip to China to
get her, she had settled into her role as our
daughter as easily as we had settled into
our role as her parents. She was leery of
her new Daddy at first, but by day 5, she
finally accepted him. She called me Mama
on the first day we had her, and of course
I had waited a lifetime to hear that. Once
home, Charlotte was happily welcomed into
our extended families. She sees both sets
of her grandparents often as well as aunts,
uncles, cousins and many friends. She goes
to daycare with her best friend Amelia, also
adopted from China.
We had a big party for Charlotte’s 2nd
birthday, as it was our first birthday with her.
She had a blast with everyone and once she
realized all those presents were for her, you
could not wipe that smile off of her face. We
also had a fun-filled day of celebrating one
year since we got her on October 29th.
We have a great network of China
adoptive families in town, and we get together often for parties as well as cultural
festivals including Chinese New Year and
the Dragon Boat Festival. Charlotte loves
all things Chinese - her books and movies
about China, Chinese food (noodles are her
favorite) and she will proudly say “China!”
when you ask her where she was born. She
can also tell you that Mommy was born in
Michigan and Daddy in Washington. She
also loves going to parks, riding her bikes,
being outside, coloring and puzzles. Her
favorite movie, which we watch often, is
Bee Movie.
She fits so well into our lives, and we are
a very happy family of three. It feels like we
were always meant to be a family.

One Year: A New Parent’s Perspective
The Emanoff family in October 2007

One year equals:
31,556,926 seconds
525,948.766 minutes

Charlotte and Adam Emanoff
8,765.81277 hours and 52.177457
weeks
Some of those numbers sound rather
large and make a year seem like it could take
awhile to pass (unless you consider one year
equals only 12 months...). Take the minutes
it takes to fill up a year - surely anything in
the thousands has to take a long time. Ever
try counting to a thousand?
Looking back over a period of
8,765.81277 hours, I’d like to share with
you what it’s been like for me, as a new
parent.
So far I’ve learned that hidden among
the large numbers that make up a year, there
are small numbers that at first glance seem
minute, but truly mean a lot. For example:
36 - Thirty six inches is her height according to her Winnie the Pooh wall chart
145 - Roughly the amount of times
a day she ends sentences with “daddeemamma”
2 - Two years old was the first birthday
celebration we got to share with her

6 - The number she counted to, in order,
and all on her own
15-20 - The number of times she’s used
the poddy chair
For me, as a new parent, each one
of these numbers appear small on paper,
but when they happened for the first time,
their significance suddenly grew that small
number exponentially in my heart. I was so
proud of her counting to six!
Or the poddy chair - the level of excitement in our house was huge when she
started using her own poddy chair. These
small numbers are suddenly worth more
than any large number.
In fact, I can’t think of anything that
could take their place. If you’re reading
this and you are already a parent, you know
exactly what I mean. Before I was a parent
I expected there would be feelings like this.
I expected to be excited about the small
acts and small numbers. But just like when
Charlotte was placed into our arms for the
first time, I had no way of comprehending
just how much these feelings would spill
out and overwhelm me. Words just cannot
explain.
Our time together has been nothing
but special so far and extremely positive.
Charlotte is teaching us things everyday
and has been a joy to parent. As new parents
we’ve been blessed with support from our
immediate family and friends, not to mention
a smart, lively, and bubbling little girl. The
time we’ve spent with her so far has flown
by, but at the same time it feels like she’s
been with us for far longer than 52.177457
weeks. And it’s been absolutely wonderful. I
absolutely love being Charlotte’s “Daddee”
and am having a blast counting the numbers,
large and small.
A lot can happen in one year. Large
number or small.... 

China adoption outlook
By Snow Wu, President, Great Wall China Adoption
The year 2008 has
been a very difficult year
for China adoptions. Actually, I can honestly say
it is the hardest and most
challenging year since
China began its international adoption programs in the early 1990’s.
After sustaining record
numbers of adoptions by
American families from
2004 to 2007, Chinese adoptions started to
slow down as the wait to be referred a child
grew longer. Due to the long wait to receive
a referral, number of interested adoptive
families has declined sharply as well.
What contributes to this increasingly
long wait for a referral? There are a couple

Photo from Great Wall Adption

of factors. China’s international program is
designed to place mostly
female children who are
abandoned and have been
living in the state run
children’s welfare homes.
When the Chinese economy grows at double digit
annually, abandonment
drops because some Chinese families will be able
to pay for the penalty and decide to keep
their daughters. The well-funded children’s
welfare homes may decide to raise the
children themselves instead of sending the
children to families overseas. Shifting away
from traditional ideology in China that we
cannot adopt children who are not blood
relatives also plays an important role. There
is a growing number of Chinese families
turning to adoption to start a family. Such
Chinese families are typically successful
business people who are reaching their late
30s or 40s. As China has joined the Hague
Conventions on Protection of Children, all
adoptions, be it domestic or international
have to meet Hague Standards, which state
that priority shall be given to a domestic

adoption.
What does all this mean for the future
of China adoptions? Chinese adoptions
shall remain open because the government
believes that adopted children are very well
treated by their adoptive families and have
a happy life here in the United States. Unless the government changes its one child
policy, there will be children waiting for
loving homes. In the future, China adoptions
will remain steady with 3,000 to 4,000 U.S.
placements each year instead of 8,000 in
the previous two years. Another new wave
of China adoption is the growing interest
among adoptive families to adopt a waiting
child with minor to severe special needs.
This year alone, a few thousand Chinese
waiting children have been adopted by
families from 16 countries. I am extremely
inspired and excited by this new wave.
Great Wall China Adoption has been a big
part of this new wave. We are very proud to
assist the Chinese government to find homes
for 60,000 waiting children.
I hope, in the spirit of the holidays, more
families will consider adopting a waiting
child and join us to bring them home.
For more information, visit www.gwca.
org.

Photo from Great Wall Adption
Note: A waiting child is either an older
child or a child with special needs such as
orthopedic problems, cleft lip and palate,
heart, lung or liver problems, and congenital birth defects. Some of the special needs
are readily addressed with medical attention
in the United States. Waiting Child adoptions are accomplished more quickly than
traditional adoptions and for lower fees.
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St. Paul Mayor
visits Master Lei’s
MLK sculpture
studio in Changsha
By Mike Xiong, Business Analyst, Thomson Reuters

S

St. Paul Mayor visits Master Lei’s MLK sculpture studio in Changsha

t. Paul mayor Chris Coleman,
Jennie Hsiao, board director of
Shaw-Lundquist MN, and I spent
time in master sculptor Lei Yixin’s
studio on Nov 14. It was the last stop before
the farewell dinner hosted by Changsha
Foreign Affairs Department. Lei spoke to
the delegation of 10 from St. Paul about
the progress of his project and his plan
for the coming year. Everyone was very
excited as Joe Spencer, policy associate of
art and cultural, St. Paul Mayor’s office,
commented, “this is the highest point of this
sister city visit”.
Before Lei gave his video presentation,
Coleman disclosed information to other
delegates about how Lei was commissioned
by Martin Luther King, Jr. (MLK) foundation as its sculptor. “It was about two years
ago”, Coleman said, “St. Paul Public Art
Association initiated an international rock
carving symposium. When this project
came to my desk, I thought it was a great
thing to do and approved the project.” Lei
was recommended by Jennie Hsiao to the
Public Art Association as the sculptor from
the sister city of Changsha. Hsiao emphasized that it was her nephew who made the
first contact with Lei. I remembered that
Lei told me that when he was first contacted
by Hsiao’s nephew he was indifferent and
did not believe it was a very serious thing.
“This is no different from many other invitations to similar symposiums,” Lei told me.
“Anyhow, I gave it a try”. Well, this try led
to amazing things.
When Lei first got to St. Paul, his wife
knew enough English for brief communication. Public Art president Christine PodasLarson gave the couple valuable assistance
in lodging and commuting between project
site and their temporary home in addition to
the assistance from local Chinese such as J.C
Wang, Ms Ning Li and others.
The MLK committee heard about the
symposium and immediately flew to Minnesota. When the committee saw Lei’s workin-progress, later titled “Contemplation” and

located by Lake Phalen, they were stunned
by the artistic skills displayed. Coincidentally, Weiming Lu, a famous local Chinese
American with talent in art and language,
was on the site to help Lei communicate
with the group. Lu told Lei that something
very “big” would happen to him. A few days
later, when Lei got an invitation from MLK
foundation for a prepaid round trip to D.C.,
he started to understand the significance of
this event.
At the time of his trip, Lei was concerned
about how he would communicate with the
MLK committee. I had recently interviewed
Lei in depth for an article published in China
Insight. The article was the lead article on
the first page. Lei brought 5 copies of just
published issue of China Insight. That
article, Lei later told me, “I distributed the
article to each of the member who reviewed
my background. Since I do not speak English, that article tells them everything they
want to know about me.”
Although, the mayor, Jennie Hsiao and
I each happily claimed credit for helping
Lei get this influential project, we all know
that it was Lei’s mature art skills and project
experience that eventually convinced the
MLK committee that he was the right person
for the job after their six year global talent
search. We delegates from St. Paul are very
happy and proud that we were personally
and involved this “big” matter.
There have been some arguments and
questions about MLK foundation’s decision
to commission the project to a Chinese artist. However, those arguments were mainly
based on racial and political bias and they
fade away quickly in front of more rational arguments. The decision of the MLK
foundation was based primarily on artistic
standard. Lei happens to be Chinese, if he
were a black American, an Italian or a Britain, with his skill and experience; he would
have got the project as well.
Lei presented the St. Paul delegation a
video made by the MLK committee. It was
a virtual tour to the imagined established
MLK Park. MLK statue (stone of hope,

about 30 feet tall) is overlooking the Jefferson memorial hall of the other side of
the lake Tidal Basin. Lincoln Memorial
Hall is on the northwest side diagonally
across the Mall. About 20 feet behind the
stone of hope, are the mountains of despair.
Further back is a wall engraved with Martin
Luther King, Jr. famous remarks. Rows of
cherry tree, flowers and green grass are used
to make the park look beautiful as well as
solemn.
The pre stone carving process have been
completed. There are three major steps to
make a stone sculpture after artistic design.
First is to create a one to one ratio clay
model (as good as final shape of art piece).
Second step was to coat the clay model with
steel glass. The third step is to carve with
real stone carving tool. In order to create
a very stable statue, Lei plans to reinforce
the internal connection with steel bars inside
granite. He plans to move the completed
pieces to DC late next year for assembling.
There will be more than two thousand metric
tons in weight when all parts of the sculpture
are completed.
Lei also disclosed to the delegation that
his wife would send a small replica of MLK
statue to D.C. early in December because
a very important person would like to see
it. It was everyone’s guess that presidentelect Obama might be that very important
person.
After the presentation, delegates wandered through Lei’s studio and took as many
photos as they could. Coleman and others
took photos with Lei in front of the replica
of the statue. In exchange of gifts, Lei gave
Coleman a replica of the “Contemplation”
he created in St. Paul in 2006. Coleman
gave Lei a paper weight with St. Paul’s city
landscape printing and a Timber wolf wood
carving box. The delegates were excited to
be in the studio and they didn’t leave until it
was time to go to the farewell dinner.
The sister city relationship between St.
Paul and Changsha was established 20 years
ago. Since then, not many government and
business activities happened besides the on-

going communication between the mayors
of the two cities and a few delegation visits
mostly from Changsha at deputy mayor
level. This was the first mayoral visit.
Lei’s MLK project, however, was an
unexpected happy achievement from the
sister city relationship with Changsha. St.
Paul’s people are very proud that Lei from
sister city Changsha has been commissioned
to this project for our national mall. This
in turn has become a great link for stronger
cultural, educational and economic corporation between the two cities.
The municipal governments of Changsha and St. Paul signed a friendship memorandum after a mayoral meeting. On Nov.
13, Changsha’s mayor, Zhang JianFei met
with St. Paul Mayor Coleman and his delegation. At the meeting, both talked about
the current financial crisis. Zhang informed
Coleman as well as his presenting subordinates that Changsha government is going
to build a under river tunnel beginning next
year. It sounds like that Keynes theory of
China’s versions is at work. Of course, the
decision of this huge public project was
not made through any congress debate or
public hearing.
The visit started in Beijing. The next
day, Nov. 12, the group toured the Great
Wall, Tiananman Square and had Beijing
Roast Duck before they traveled to Changsha. The delegation stayed in Changsha
for two days. The first day included a visit
to Hunan Museum in Changsha city area,
Changjun Middle School, a sister school
with Henry Sibley High School, Lu Valley New Technology Zone and Zoomlion,
a heavy industrial equipment firm. In the
evening, were the mayoral meeting memorandum signing ceremony and a welcome
dinner.
The delegation started with Broad town
tour the second morning. This is another
miracle of China’s economic achievement.
About a year ago, Wall Street Journal had
published an article introducing this firm
Sculpture continues on Page 14
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China is top country for U.S.
international adoptions
The Office of Children’s Issues, United
States Department of State intercountry
adoption Web site, http://adoption.state.gov,
serves as a resource about the intercountry
adoption process and The Hague Adoption Convention. The Web site also has
statistics from 1998-2008 on intercountry
adoptions*. The top ten countries for U.S.
international adoptions over this time period
are China, Colombia, Ethiopia, Guatemala,
India, Kazakhstan, Korea, Russia, Ukraine
and Vietnam.

There were nearly 60,000 U.S. adoptions from China from 1998-2008. Over
150,000 children were adopted from the
top four countries for U.S. intercountry
adoptions from 1998-2008. Adoptions from
China and Russia peaked from 2003-2006
while adoptions from Guatemala have been
increasing steadily. In 2008, there were 3677
U.S. adoptions from Guatemala, 3254 U.S.
adoptions from China and 1595 U.S. adoptions from Russia.

Respect of Inter-Country Adoption. The
agreement was developed to safeguard intercountry adoptions by establishing standards
of practices by member countries.
The Convention concluded on May 29,
1993 in The Hague, the Netherlands. The
United States signed the Convention in 1994
and the Convention took effect in the United
States in April 2008. The following overview also comes from the U.S. Department
of State intercountry adoption Web site.

Convention Facts

Keys to the Convention Process

* It requires that countries who are
party to the Convention establish a Central
Authority to be the authoritative source of
information and point of contact in that
country. The Department of State is the U.S.
Central Authority for the Convention.
* It aims to prevent the abduction, sale,
or traffic in children, and it works to ensure
that intercountry adoptions are in the best
interests of children.
* It recognizes intercountry adoption

Accredited Adoption Agencies: Only
adoption service providers that have been
accredited on a Federal level may offer
certain key adoption services for Convention adoptions. When adopting a child
from a Convention country, prospective
adoptive parents know that their agency has
been evaluated by one of the Department
of State’s designated Accrediting Entities.
These Accredited Entities evaluate agencies
using uniform standards that work to ensure
professional and ethical practices.
Transparency: When adopting from
a Convention country, accredited adoption
agencies must itemize and disclose in writing the fees and estimated expenses associated with the adoption ahead of time. The
adoption service provider is only permitted
to charge for unforeseen expenses under
very specific circumstances. There is also an
official mechanism for lodging a complaint
against an accredited agency to the Department of State.
Adoption Certificates: Every child ad-

opted from a Convention country receives a
Hague Adoption Certificate or a Hague Custody Declaration. The certificate is issued
by a U.S. consular officer after determining
that the adoption (or grant of custody) has
met the requirements of the Convention and
the Intercountry Adoption Act. In Convention adoptions a U.S. consular officer also
determines whether the child appears to
meet the criteria for visa eligibility before
the adoption is finalized (or custody is
granted) in the country of origin. This will
allow the parents to know ahead of time
whether the child appears to be eligible to
enter the United States.
Updated Forms & Visa Categories:
Forms I-800A and I-800 replace Forms
I-600A and I-600 for Convention adoption
cases. Through Form I-800A, which must
be filed prior to Form I-800, prospective
adoptive parent(s) gain eligibility to adopt.
Prospective adoptive parent(s) will identify
the country from they will adopt on this
form. From I-800 later determines the eligibility of a particular child to be adopted
into a U.S. family. Children adopted from
a Convention country must meet the definition of a “Convention adoptee.” New visa
categories, IH-3 and IH-4, will be used in
Convention adoption cases. 
All statistics are taken from http://adoption.state.gov and correspond with the U.S.
Government fiscal year, which begins Oct.1
and ends Sept. 30. For example: the number of adoptions from China in 2008 is the
number of adoptions from China from Oct.
1, 2007 to Sept. 30, 2008.

Born in China, made
in the U.S.A.
By Summer Ahern

The Hague Adoption Convention

The official name of the Hague Adoption
Convention is The Hague Convention on the
Protection of Children and Co-operation in

as a means of offering the advantage of a
permanent home to a child when a suitable
family has not been found in the child’s
country of origin. It enables intercountry
adoption to take place when:
1. The child has been deemed eligible
for adoption by the child’s country of birth;
and
2. Proper effort has been given to the
child’s adoption in its country of origin.
* It provides a formal international and
intergovernmental recognition of intercountry adoption, working to ensure that adoptions under the Convention will generally be
recognized and given effect in other party
countries.

Summer Ahern
In 1998 I was born in Shaoguang, China
in the province of Guandong. Within a few
days of being born I was in a “welfare home”
waiting to be adopted. About 14 months
later I was adopted by my Mom and Dad
from the United States. They brought me to
Minnesota where I live now. A few months
later I received a letter from President
Clinton congratulating me on being a U.S.



U.S. adoptions from China peaked in
2005, with 7903 adoptions. The fewest
adoptions from China in the past 11 years
was 2008, with 3254, which is still a substantial number. Snow Wu, President of
Great Wall China Adoption addresses trends
in adoptions from China, in her article,
China adoption outlook, and examines
possible reasons for the drop in adoptions
from China.

citizen. I don’t remember receiving it but I
do have it still.
Sometimes I think why was I out for
adoption? Sometimes people ask me do I
feel more like an American or a Chinese.
My origin is Chinese but I feel like an allAmerican kid. For 9 years now I have been
living an American life just like a normal
kid. I love doing gymnastics, soccer and
playing the violin. I also like playing with
my 2 dogs Olive and Shasta. School is also
good. I am not into math that much (my
Dad encourages me though) but I am into
science. My parents think it would be good
to take Chinese lessons. So I tried it for 1
time a week for 5 weeks but I still ended up
forgetting a lot and I now only know how to
say hello and my name.
There are a lot of things I like about
China. I would like to see China. I would
like to see where I was born. I found the
Beijing Olympics very fascinating. I love
my parents and my 2 dogs. I love where I
am and where I am from.
Summer, age 10, is a student at Clear
Springs Elementary in Minnetonka. She is
the daughter of China Insight staff member
Will Ahern.
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The date debate
By Albert Leung, Staff Writer

Describing what attracts me to a girl is
typically an ambitious undertaking. Perhaps
it’s because, like most men, I am incapable
of freely communicating my feelings. Sometimes it’s the gal’s smile, kindness or hypnotic gait but whatever her quiddity that appeals me, I’ve never
found myself gravitating more
to or preferring to date someone
from my own ethnicity. Not to
say I swore off Chinese girls. I
have dated a few but unlike some
that I know, it’s not as important
to me that I fall in love with someone who
has a Chinese upbringing.
A few years ago I had a conversation
with a friend about our dating habits. I
struggled to explain what my ideal woman
would like but luckily she’s quite the talker
so she rattled on as I listened intently.
My friend explained how she finds it
easier for her to connect with someone
who is Chinese. Because of this reason, she
typically doesn’t stray from dating Chinese
guys. It is important to her to be able to
share similar family and cultural traditions
as well as language. Also, looking into the
future, she wants to instill Chinese culture
into her children and it would be ideal that
her husband would feel the same way and
help contribute. To her credit, she found a
very nice Chinese gentleman and has been
with him for a couple years now.
I understand her reasoning but I can’t
say I have such commitment. Perhaps it’s
because I’m not as well connected to my

Chinese traditions. I do practice some of the
customs and holidays with my family but I
never retained much of the language. For me
at least, it’s hard to say what it is that I seek
in a woman. I believe romantic connections
can be made at anytime, with
almost anyone and for a lot of
assorted reasons.
Like many high school boys,
my friends and I used to spend
hours agonizing over girls. I
remember thinking that if I were
to date a white girl, she would
never be a redhead because it was unimaginable to me and that I should find a
nice Chinese girl to appease my family. I
came to find out that my imagination was
severely limited.
Starting my senior year of high school,
I quickly retracted those thoughts because
I fell for a lovely redheaded Jewish gal
who I met in my newspaper class. For the
sake of anonymity I will call her Gayle in
this story.
When our relationship became serious,
I realized it was time to reveal it to my
family. I was nervous to find out what my
grandma and mother would think of me dating someone who wasn’t Chinese or Asian.
Would they be receptive? Would they shun
me? My older sister had never revealed any
boyfriends to my family before so I hadn’t
a good example to use.
My grandma first met Gayle while she
waited for me at our front entryway. My
grandma came waddling out of the kitchen

Crisis from Page 7
In a country with more than 1.3 billion people, college education used to be
considered a guarantee for good income, a
decent work place and a passport to big cities like Beijing and Shanghai. Things have
changed now.
Jin said financial risk management companies and consulting firms were his first
choice for work because entry-level income
can be at least [US$1025] a month.
“Now 5,000 yuan [US$732] or even
lower is acceptable, as long as I work in the
financial field,” he said.

The financial crisis has also made government jobs an unexpected favorite among
graduates.
A total of 775,000 people applied for a
national examination to qualify as government servants. That’s the highest number
since 1994 and 130,000 people more than
applied last year, said Yang Shiqiu, Deputy
Minister of Human Resources and Social
Security.
“Only 13,500 persons will be recruited,
meaning less than two in every 100 people
will succeed,” he said. 
Source: Xinhua, www.chinaview.cn

Author Gene Yang
visits Champlin
Park
Gene Yang, author of the graphic novel
American Born Chinese visited Champlin
Park High School this fall to talk about his
book. The school ordered 3,500 copies of
Yang’s and made it required reading for the
entire school over the summer break. And
by “entire school” they meant everyone,
from students to administrators and teachers
to other support staff such as janitors and
food service staffers. They even distributed
the book to all incoming freshmen at the end
of the 2007/08 school year.
The school’s reading project was featured on KARE 11’s Cool in School segment. In the feature, school principal Rhoda
Mhiripiri-Reed said, “We thought it would
be a great way to really send a strong message to our students that reading is important

and fun and it’s something they can do even
in the summer.”
Gene Yang wrote of the event in his
blog, “I had a great September with a number of events … [the] Champlin Park High
School’s Red-Hot Rebel Reads program.…
event was especially fun. Champlin Park
is an enormous high school just outside of
the Twin Cities in Minnesota. The entire
school community had read American
Born Chinese before I got there, and I did a
bunch of school assemblies and classroom
visits. The staff and students were incredibly
enthusiastic.”
Yang, himself, is a high school teacher
in the Bay Area in California. Yang’s Web
site is http://www.geneyang.com. 

with a grin on her face and said hello. With
an adamantly loud tone, she asked if I had
offered Gayle any food then went into the
kitchen, grabbed a half eaten roll of Ritz
crackers and put them in my hands. I told
her that Gayle wasn’t hungry and
thought that would be the end of
her feeding crusade. But there
would be no stopping her.
Despite having no English
language skills, my grandma
decided to take care of this dilemma by herself. She searched
the kitchen and grabbed the one
food item she could clearly pronounce in English. As she approached Gayle
she stuck her hand out and said, “Banana?”,
then tried to put it in Gayle’s hands.
The next day while eating lunch with
grandma, she said to me about Gayle with
utmost love and sincerity, “She seems like
a nice girl. Very pretty. She isn’t fat.” That’s
basically as good of an approval that you
could ever get out of her. My mother on the
other hand was a little harder sell.
After a few months of dating I asked
Gayle over to dinner so my mom could get
to know her. Mother hadn’t said anything
disapproving about her up to that point so I
didn’t think the meal would turn out disastrous. We started off with small talk but as
the meal progressed my mother started deviating her conversation away from Gayle.
Eventually the conversation involved only
two people at the table: me and mom. As
if that wasn’t uncomfortable enough, mom

started only to speak in Cantonese. My
girlfriend was completely pushed out. I tried
to get Gayle back into the chatter but mom
didn’t seem to give in and wanted no more
interaction with her.
I thought my mother’s attitude during dinner was very
peculiar but it was an experience that really hurt Gayle. She
broke down in tears that night
because she believed my mom
would never like her or accept
her because she wasn’t Chinese.
I felt like I was in a television
drama series.
Fortunately Gayle and I worked things
out and stayed together for about two and
half years. After talking to my mother about
the dinner, she alleged that it wasn’t anything intentional and was just very nervous
to meet my girlfriend. My mom actually
grew very fond of Gayle over the years. For
many reasons though, things didn’t work
out between Gayle and I. We are still good
friends today.
I learned from this experience that even
though I thought I knew what I wanted in a
woman; life has its methods of changing my
perspective. Thus, I’ve given up on trying
to characterize my ideal female and stopped
worrying about what my family might think
if I were to end up with someone not Chinese. If anyone were to ask me now what I
look for in a girl, I can only confidently and
accurately describe it as such, “She walks
into the room, my heart flutters and I can’t
stop smiling.”
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Local Fan from Page 1
industrial companies and range from small
to medium pressure fans to a variety of
simple roof ventilators to 10,000 HP fans
for power plants.

Ironically, TCF does not manufacture
any fans in the Twin Cities area. It moved
its manufacturing out to South Dakota in
1984 but it does maintain its corporate headquarters and research laboratory here. The
U.S. manufacturing facilities are in eight
different locations, total over 860,000 sq.
ft., and employ over 1,000 people.

tive. Although TCF determined that it was
prudent to follow its U.S. customers into the
China market, its own U.S. customers have
not followed it into China. Tan also stated
that while their China office represents them
in the sale of U.S.-made fans, at some point
there might be conflict of interests.
On the bright side, the decision to source
components in China has taken off and
proven very successful.
Tan continued to offer other examples
of challenges that one faces when entering
the China market. He cautions that invested
capital is committed capital and obligations
must be fulfilled even if the cash is not
needed. A capital account is different than

the payment account. Although WOFE and
JV may be structured with some competitive
tax advantages, these may not necessarily be
applied in the manner they were intended.
Also, China GAAP is a lot different than
U.S. GAAP.
As for looking ahead, during this presentation, Tan stated that he expects the
global economy to be slow and that it will
be a tough 2009 for the United States and
China. This pessimism was tempered a bit
during a recent telephone update with Tan
after China announced its US$586 billion
dollar stimulus program.
At the conclusion of his presentation Tan
answered questions from the group. 
For additional information on TCF visit
www.twincityfan.com.
The next UCBC breakfast meeting will
be held on December 3 from 7:30 a.m. to
9 a.m. The topic will be, Selling Shoes in
China, presented by Wes Tang, Business
Development Director, Pacific Rim, Red
Wing Shoes. To make a reservation , e-mail
ucbcevent@gmail.com or call Jim Smith at
612-865-6543 The cost is US$20 per person (UCBC members and college students
FREE).

Asian Americans have over
US$450 billion in buying
power
The global manufacturing facilities for
TCF have been established in Singapore,
India and China, along with a manufacturing
agreement in the Czech Republic.

According to Tan, TCF had certain requirements that needed to be met in locating
their manufacturing facilities and he listed
them as follows: needed to be close to
ports and highways as well as being close to
customers and suppliers. The facility must
have high ceilings to accommodate cranes
and metal fabrication, able to service most
domestic sales and an abundant labor force
and skilled workers.
Since the compelling reason to expand
into the Chinese market was to follow its
domestic U.S. customers, such as GM and
3M, that already were expanding their own
international businesses, TCF recognized
that they should also expand into the Chinese market but proceed while being mindful of the following points:
Strength: TCF possessed great brand
names, superior technology and quality.
Weakness: brand recognition, cost and
flexibility.
Opportunity: exporting, sourcing, JV
or acquisition
Threat: IP protection, local firms gaining experience and quality.
Despite the best laid plans to expand into
China, Tan commented that there are always
challenges—some positive and others nega-

Study looks at ways to market to Asian Americans
Released this fall, the second edition
of “Asian American Market Report” by
Phoenix Multicultural and Interviewing
Service of America (ISA) looks at the Asian
American market. It showcases research by
AsianWeek contributor Chong-Suk Han.
AsianWeek is based in San Francisco.
The Asian American population in the
United States is currently estimated at over
13.3 million and their buying power estimated at over US$450 billion. The study
by Phoenix Multicultural and ISA features a
detailed look at the demographics of Asian
Americans and highlights their age, educa-

tion, household size, income, buying power,
business ownership, and product usage.
There is also a section on key strategies for
targeting the Asian American market.
Asian American buying power reached
US$459 billion in 2007 and is expected to
reach US$670 billion by 2012. Asian buying
power is growing three times faster than the
Asian population according to a study conducted by the University of Georgia.
For a copy of Asian American Market
Report, call Phoenix Multicultural at
213-228-0300

Premier Wen urges firms to
keep confidence amid
turmoil
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao called on
domestic companies to pump up confidence
in coping with the global financial crisis
during his inspection of enterprises in eastern Shanghai and Zhejiang Province from
[Nov. 21-23].
Wen said buoying up their confidence
was “a powerful weapon to deal with the
adverse effects of the global economic
turbulence and financial turmoil” when
inspecting local private enterprises and
large-scale companies.
“Enterprises must have confidence
for them to stabilize market expectations.
Confidence is what they need to tide over
the difficult times,” he said.
Wen, also a member of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee, pointed out the private sector
played an important role in keeping the

stable and relatively fast economic growth
momentum, creating more jobs and maintaining the social stability.
“Great importance should be laid on the
difficulties and challenges private companies
face and more supporting policies should be
given to them to create a sound environment
for their development,” he added.
Wen encouraged private companies to
adapt to the market changes, make efforts
on innovation, establish famous brands with
independent intellectual property rights,
improve their competitiveness and enhance
risk resisting capabilities.
When inspecting Yiwu city in Zhejiang,
one of the country’s commodities trading
centers, Wen encouraged business people to
also focus on the domestic market in sync
with strengthening their positions on the
overseas market.
Wen stressed that large-scale enterprises

www.chinainsight.info

Top
economist
suggest China
“slightly
increase”
dollar reserve
What China can do for the world is not
to sell out its massive dollar reserve, but
slightly increase its hold of the currency to
give reasonable support to the U.S. effort to
save its economy, said a senior economist
here on [Nov. 22].
It is indeed difficult for China to handle
its huge forex reserve, as the U.S. currency
has already depreciated 20 percent against
the Chinese yuan, said Cheng Siwei, wellknown economist at a financial forum held
in Guangdong.
“China would suffer from losses if it
sells off the dollar, so our strategy should
be not to sell, but to slightly increase dollar
reserve,” said Cheng, also former vicechairman of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress (NPC).
Cheng made the remarks amid increasing concern that China might use its forex
reserve to finance its 4-trillion-yuan stimulus plan. China held 1.9 trillion dollars worth
of forex reserve by September this year.
China “can only afford to do what is
corresponding to its level of development
and national power amid a global crisis,”
said Cheng.
“We should be prudent as to how to deal
with our forex reserve,” said Cheng, noting
that China, despite its large size of economy,
has its gross domestic product (GDP) accounting for only 6 percent of the world’s
total, and its per capita GDP ranking falling
out of the top one hundred list. 
Source: Xinhua, www.chinaview.cn

China,
commercial banks
“China and commercial banks are potential future contributors to World Bank
global trade assistance programs, the head
of the World Bank’s private-sector lender
said on [Nov. 20].
International Finance Corporation
Chief Executive Lars Thunell told Reuters
talks were progressing on contributions to
programs aiming to provide US$30 billion
in assistance over the next three years to
help developing economies through the
financial crisis.
The IFC had noted potential support
from China for its global trade finance program, offering trade guarantees to banks in
66 countries, which is to double in size to
US$3 billion under plans announced earlier
this month. ‘It’s interesting that the president of China ... expressed some positive
views on that,’ he said in an interview at the
German World Bank Forum. ...” [Reuters/
Factiva] 
played a crucial part in the national economy
and social development, and great efforts
must be put on pushing forward their healthy
development.
He encouraged big companies to conduct merge and restructuring, eliminated the
outdated production capacity and increase
investment on research and development.
Source: Xinhua, www.chinaview.cn
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Sustaining growth: China’s
need for a new growth model
By David Dollar, World Bank
China’s big stimulus plan will help
keep the economy growing at a healthy
rate, though 2009 will be a rough year with
probably the slowest growth in nearly 20
years. While China applies stimulus to deal
with the immediate downturn, it would be
good to be thinking ahead. China needs a
new growth model, and it should evaluate
its possible spending plans both in terms of
immediate stimulus and in terms of contribution to this new growth model.
China needs a new growth model because after the global downturn comes to an
end, exports will never again play the same
role as they have in the past two decades.
I would argue that the four basic principles
that account for the Chinese miracle since
1978 remain valid, each of which needs
some tweaking in the new environment.
1. First, human capital. Pre-reform China
did a good job of providing basic education
and health to the rural population, so that the
country began reform with extraordinarily
good human capital for a low-wage country.
China has lived off this asset for a long time.
But better public support is crucial to ensure
basic education for the whole population,
including the rural poor. Schooling through
at least nine years and preferably 12 is essential if China is to have the labor force it
needs in the near future.
A big increase in public spending on
education would definitely be a great investment for the new growth model. It may be
effective stimulus as well, as it puts money
in the pockets of teachers, hires many of the

recent college graduates,
and convinces middleclass households that
they do not need to save
quite so much for education spending.
2. Second, incentives
for private investment.
China launched its reform with the household
responsibility system, which took a big step
toward restoring private property in agriculture. Whenever growth has threatened
to slow, China has taken another step to
strengthen incentives for private investment.
Private investment has been the backbone of
China’s growth, and returns in private firms
are far above those in state enterprises. The
global slowdown and the hit to the export
sector create a real risk of backsliding. The
big stimulus package is needed, but it will
go largely to and through big state-owned
firms: the airlines, the railway, road construction companies, and the big commercial
banks.
The new growth model needs to think
about how to bring more dynamism and
competition to services, as earlier reforms
did to agriculture and manufacturing. Some
specific measures to consider: strengthening intellectual property rights (essential
for service industries in which trademarks
and copyright are big); easing up on entry
restrictions in sectors from film to finance;
and selling more shares in the majority state-owned companies and making it

UN urges China to spend
more on health, education
“The UN urged China on [Nov. 16] to
provide education, health and other basic
services for its people, arguing it would help
boost consumer spending at a time when it
is sorely needed.
China can afford it, given its US$1.9
trillion dollars in foreign exchange reserves
and budget revenues equivalent to more than
20 percent of its GDP, said Khalid Malik,
[UN Resident Coordinator in China] ...Malik made the remarks as the UN published
a comprehensive report, Access for All,
on ways to promote development in the
world’s most populous nation. The report
made a series of policy proposals, including guaranteed access to essential health
service, free compulsory education and a
basic old-age pension. ...” [Agence France
Presse (11/16)/Factiva]
WSJ adds that “...Despite Beijing’s
progress in reducing poverty and increasing
life expectancy and literacy, rural citizens in
China still have less access to basic public
services than city dwellers, the UN Development Program (UNDP) said.
Malik said having basic services ‘will go
a long way to ease the challenges at home
and abroad from the financial crisis and
economic slowdown.’ He added that such
action ‘can make people feel more secure to
consume, and in turn, help realize China’s
urgent goal of keeping a high economic
growth rate.’ ...” [The Wall Street Journal
and Associated Press (11/17)/Factiva]

The Guardian notes that “The gulf
between rich and poor in China is affecting growth by deterring consumption and
holding down productivity, according to a
report released by the UNDP.
It tracks the vast and increasing gaps
between rural and urban areas and regions of
China - warning that differences in income
are matched by disparities in social welfare,
education and elderly care. While Beijing
and Shanghai have reached the development level of countries such as Cyprus and
Portugal, provinces such as south-western
Guizhou are comparable to Namibia or
Botswana. ...” [The Guardian (UK, 11/17)/
Factiva]
Source: World Bank

easier for private
firms to issue bonds
and stocks.
3. Third, openness. China has
pioneered a unique
model of openness:
compared to other
developing countries it is open to imports and direct investment in manufacturing. It has otherwise kept its capital account
fairly closed, which looks particularly smart
at this moment. In the face of this crisis I
think it would be smart for China to open
its markets further, particularly markets
for services. Selling services such as banking, insurance, tourism, and logistics often
requires a direct investment. China has not
been as open to investment in services as
it has to investment in manufacturing. By
opening more to investment and trade in
services it could stimulate more competition
and technological advance, and get the same
kind of performance in services that it has
shown in manufacturing.
4. Fourth, infrastructure. I have written
before about China’s pragmatic approach
to infrastructure. The use of roads, ports,
telecom, and power is priced at levels
that pay for the infrastructure, which has
enabled the rapid expansion of these networks. The stimulus package contains
a lot of resources for infrastructure. The
question will be, is it infrastructure for the
old model or infrastructure for the new

model? The new model will be less export
dependent and less resource using. It will
be more knowledge based, both the higher
value activities of manufacturing plus the
expansion of services. The new model
requires nice, livable cities (investments in
public transportation, inter-city rail, water
and sanitation, renewable energy). It will
not have as much need for roads, ports, and
coal-fired power stations.
A lot of attention will be focused in the
near future on the projections of how rapidly
China can grow in 2009 in the midst of this
global crisis. Is the stimulus package big
enough? I think that question is less interesting than the question of whether China is
using the stimulus to make a transition to a
new, more sustainable growth model. 
Source: World Bank East Asia & Pacific
Blog
https://eapblog.worldbank.org/blogs/daviddollar

China to spend US$586
billion to reinvigorate
economy
“China on [Nov. 9] announced a huge
economic stimulus package aimed at bolstering its weakening economy and, in the
process, perhaps helping to counter the effects of the global economic slowdown.
In a sweeping move, Beijing said it
would spend an estimated US$586 billion
by 2010 on wide array of national infrastructure and social welfare projects. They
would include new railroads, subways and
airports and rebuilding areas like those
devastated by the Sichuan earthquake in
May. ...It would amount to about 7 percent
of China’s GDP during each of the next two
years. ...” [The International Herald Tribune
(11/09)/Factiva]
WP notes that “...The plan appears
designed to address social and political
concerns as well as economic ones as
the Chinese government faces a wave of
marches, sit-ins and general unrest triggered
by the deteriorating financial environment.
...Economists say that stimulating China’s
economy may have a positive, but modest,
global impact, softening the US recession
and global downturn. ...” [The Washington
Post (11/10)/Factiva]
WSJ writes that “...Asian shares rallied
sharply early [Nov. 10] on the Chinese announcement, with benchmark stock indexes
in Tokyo, Hong Kong and Shanghai all
jumping close to or above 5 percent in the

early hours of trading.
The announced sum of four trillion yuan
represents about 16 percent of China’s economic output last year, and is roughly equal
to the total of all central and local government spending in 2006. New spending of
even half that amount would be substantial
next to China’s six trillion yuan annual budget for this year. The plan includes spending
in housing, infrastructure, agriculture, health
care and social welfare, and features a tax
deduction for capital spending by companies. ...” [The Wall Street Journal (11/10)/
Factiva] 
Source: World Bank
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The following news items are from the November 2008 edition of China Pulse, the U.S. Foreign Commercial Service Newsletter for China (www.export.gov/china/chinapulse).

NDRC releases
2009 tariff rate
quotas
China’s National Development and

Reform Commission (NDRC) has released
the 2009 tariff rate quotas (TRQs) for agricultural imports. According to The Volumes,
Application Procedures and Allocation
Principles for 2009 Grain and Cotton Tariff
Rate Quotas dated [Sept.] 26 but posted on
NDRC’s [Web site in November], the 2009
TRQs for wheat total 9.636 mn tons with
90% reserved for state trading; corn - 7.2
mn tons with 60% for state trading; rice 5.32 mn tons with 50% for state trading;
and cotton - 894,000 tons with 33% for
state trading. Local authorities are required
to report to NDRC on local applications by
[Nov.] 30 and the quotas will be allocated
to end users by [Jan.] 1, 2009.
(Full text in Chinese: http://www.
ndrc.gov.cn/zcfb/zcfbgg/2008gonggao/
t20081013_240075.htm) (NDRC)

Rules for
conducting
chemical tests on
imports and
exports released
The General Customs Administration

has released a set of rules for conducting
chemical tests on imported and exported
goods. Under the rules, customs may conduct chemical tests if the authorities cannot determine the property, components,
content, structure, quality and specifications
of goods. Owners are allowed to challenge
the results and ask for a re-testing. The new
rules will replace a set of similar rules issued
in 1993 and will take effect on [Dec.] 1.
(Full text in Chinese: http://www.gov.cn/
flfg/2008-10/16/content_1122283.htm)

priced products,” Li Maoyu, an analyst at
Changjiang Securities Co., told Shanghai
Daily.
Li added, “But it was a different story for
China’s slower import growth in August and
September as hosting the Olympics led to
factories halting their production temporarily and thus reducing their need to import
raw materials.”

China: Green Building

It is probably news to no-one that
China’s construction industry is one of
the world’s largest. Since 1999, China’s
construction industry has grown at an
average annual rate of 20 [percent]. The
World Bank estimates that by 2015 half
the world’s building construction will take
place in China. McKinsey Global Institute
estimates that in the next twenty years China
will build nearly 40 billion square meters of
floor space, tantamount to between 20,000
and 50,000 new skyscrapers. Accompanying such growth, China will account for 20
[percent] of global energy consumption well
within the next decade. As such, all major
stakeholders, including private and public
constituents, are increasingly realizing
the need for environmentally aligned and
energy-saving building strategy.
China’s green building industry consists
of architectural design, construction strategy, and lifetime operation that attempt to
keep accord with established sustainability
principles and standards. This report briefly
discusses relevant market issues pertaining
to the export potential of green building
products to China and with surveying the
underlying materials and technologies being implemented in China green building
initiatives.
The bottom line is that green building,
though often associated with higher initials
costs, ultimately increases market competitiveness and will receive further investment.
With China’s green building emerging as
an upscale market with potential for much
broader application, American companies
should consider export-or expansion-of their
green building products to China.
For the full report please go to
http://buyusainfo.net/docs/x_3903816.pdf

China’s trade
China: Specialty
surplus declines
software industry
by 2.6 percent
China’s software industry, with sales
According to China’s General Admin- revenue
of over US$85.5 billion (all figures

istration of Customs trade surplus for the
first nine months of the year declined by
2.6 percent to US$180.9 billion compared
to last year’s figure. In September, import
restrictions made to accommodate the Beijing Olympics and Para Olympics boosted
trade surplus by 23.1 percent to US$29.3
billion, a monthly all-time high. Exports
increased by 21.5 percent to US$136.4 billion. Import growth in September slowed
to 21.3 percent from August’s 23.1 percent
and July’s 33.7 percent.
The European Union maintained its
position as China’s top trading partner with
bilateral trade increasing by 25.9 percent to
US$322.5 billion. Following the EU, the
United States was at second place with trade
worth US$251.5 billion, although growth
decreased by 1.8 percent.
The first nine months saw China’s trade
value rise by 25.2 percent to US$1.9 trillion.
“The trade activities have been shrinking
due to weaker demand when the major
economies are struggling in the financial
crisis. They import less and import lower-

of this research in US$ unless otherwise
stated) in 2007, is a large sector still undergoing rapid growth. Software, in particular
specialty software, remains the foundation
for progress in the country’s information
technology, advanced manufacturing, and
modern service industries. Chinese government agencies and large local enterprises remain focused on improving their efficiency
through using new IT software products
and solutions. With the strong support of
government incentive regulations and programs, China’s specialty software industry
has made noticeable gains in the development of such areas as database software,
Chinese-language office applications, and
information security software. Compared
with other developed countries, China’s
software and IT service remains an emergent
sector and is expected to grow approximately 30 percent annually over the next
five years. At the present, China’s local software industry still lacks core technologies,
high-end software development talent, and

consistent high quality software products.
Key opportunities for U.S. companies in
the specialty software market are in such
industries as the financial, education and
training, telecommunications, and security
sectors. U.S. firms looking to export into
the Chinese market should focus on finding appropriate partners to provide local
support. At the same time, U.S. software
companies should be aware of China’s registration and certification requirements for
software products. As a large and growing
sector, China’s software market offers
strong prospects for American software
companies.
For the full report please go to
http://buyusainfo.net/docs/x_9967366.
pdf

Hong Kong Green Buildings
(Building Energy
Efficiency)
Interest in green building technologies

in Hong Kong has greatly increased in the
last 2 years. Soaring fuel prices, increased
public awareness and a growing focus by
related departments of the Hong Kong
government have led to greater interest
among developers to utilize energy saving
technologies – both in new construction
projects as well as retro-fits of existing
properties.
Hong Kong has several voluntary
energy efficiency and related certification
programs, and new mandatory building
efficiency codes will likely be rolled out
in late 2008.
As more construction projects seek
to improve sustainability and energy efficiency, U.S. suppliers of energy efficiency
technologies and services will find many
new opportunities. Hong Kong is a significant retro-fit market due to the large
inventory of existing commercial and residential properties; a number of large-scale
new developments are also on the docket
for the next few years. Furthermore, many
Hong Kong developers and construction
companies are active in China and other
Asian markets. Establishing a foothold
in Hong Kong can open up new doors in
the region.
For the full report, please contact Mr.
James Mayfield at
james.mayfield@mail.doc.gov.

scenic spots of Yuelu Mountain, Aiwan
Pavilion and historical interest site Yuelu
academy which educated some very influential figures in Chinese recent history.
The third day’s morning, the delegation visited a youth palace which hosts all
after school talent developing programs.
The shows from the little kids are just so
wonderful and impressed the delegation
deeply.
The delegation left Changsha for
Shanghai where 3M hosted the activities.
Kenneth Yu, Managing Director in large
China area and Joe Liu, Vice President
of technology introduced the delegation
to local operation and product development. 3M’s business in China has been
very good. They proposed “in China for
China” strategy and successfully developed that market which welcomes 3M’s
products. Of course, they emphasized that
the profit created in China has been sent
back to St. Paul’s world headquarters.
The delegation concluded its visit in
China and left from Shanghai for Japan’s
Nagasaki on another sister city visit. The
whole delegation returned to St. Paul on
Nov. 20.
For the visit to China’s Changsha,
Mayor Coleman has this comment:
“From this visit we have seen and learned
a lot. We need some time to consider
how we can utilize what we have leaned
to improve our work and achieve great
efficiency and material results from our
work.”
It can be fairly claimed that this visit to
China was very successful. For a majority
of the delegates this was their first visit to
China and Asia.
Joe Spencer commented, “Before I
came to China, I had already read and
known the Great Wall and the facts about
many things there. However, once you
are really in that place, you still feel much
different. You still get the feeling that
nothing can replaced but by physically
in that place”.
The trip changed the delegates’ way of
thinking. They start to see things in global
perspective through experience instead
of just theory. Through this thinking
method, more new ideas about cultural,
educational business opportunities may
grow and materialize in time. 

Sculpture from Page 9
and its CEO, Mr. Zhang Yue. Its
product focuses on energy reuse and
environmental protection. There are
buildings like small pyramid, a small
Buckingham compound, a U.S. style
bar and a German style residential
house. On the road, there are many
life-size statues of Charles Darwin,
Thomas Edison, Wright brothers and
other western scientists since the
renaissance days. The most interesting thing is that American President
Lincoln’s quotation in Chinese was
engraved on the front wall of an office
building. There are no any Chinese
past and incumbent leaders’ signatures
and remarks around the company
which are very uncommon in China.
In the afternoon, before visiting
Lei’s studio, the delegation toured the
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Ming Emperor Xianzong Enjoying the Lantern Festival (detail).
Zhu Jianshen (1447-1487), a Ming Dynasty sovereign of the Forbidden City from
1465 to 1487, was more of a romantic artist
than an emperor, and he was fascinated by
the lives of those beyond the imperial walls.
During the Lantern Festival of 1485, he
ordered a duplication of folk celebrations in
the palace. In no time, a spacious courtyard
was converted into a lantern fair; archways
made of branches were erected and hung
with row upon row of lanterns, booths were
set up with “vendors” hawking their wares,
and folk artists and performers demonstrated
their skills. The entire imperial family, eunuchs and court maids attended the lantern
fair without ceremony, and even the emperor
himself was dressed like a commoner, as
children and youngsters scampered about
holding lanterns. It was the happiest festival that Zhu Jianshen had ever spent, and
he ordered court artists to record the scene
on a scroll. Later, the painting was known
as Ming Emperor Xianzong Enjoying the
Lantern Festival. The emperor appears in
three places in the painting wearing a bright
smile. The painting was shown at the 2008
Beijing Olympics opening ceremony.

Floral Lanterns

(618-907), the imperial court decreed that
lanterns should be hung across the country
for three days during the festival, and the
number of the days were increased to six
in the Song Dynasty (960-1279). By the
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), it was not until
the 10th day that lanterns were taken down.
As the festival duration extended, more
activities were added. In addition to lantern
shows, folk performances and fireworks
were included.
Lantern-making techniques improved
with the popularity of the festival. Various
kinds of materials were used, and new styles
developed. The “lantern hill” appeared during the Song Dynasty. It was a scaffold hung
with lanterns, and viewed from a distance it
looked like an illuminated hill.
Figure lanterns are probably the largest
kind of floral lantern. They are made of
bamboo strips or metal wires shaped into
human or animal figures, then covered with
colorful tissue paper. A candle burns at the
bottom of the lantern. Children like to show
off their lanterns and compare them with
those of other children.
Skeletonless red lanterns are made entirely of paper, and are inexpensive to make.
They are mostly hung as decorations. Palace
lanterns are the luxury category of floral
lanterns, using precious wood and other
exotic materials. They exhibit exquisite
workmanship, such as carving and painting.
Conventionally, they are octagonal, hexagonal and tetragonal in shape, and there are
hanging, tabletop and hand lanterns.
There are also merry-go-round lanterns
— lanterns in human and animal shapes
hung from a wheel that revolves around a
shaft. These were seen as early as the Song
Dynasty.

Kites, the Earliest Aircraft

A floral lantern for the Lantern Festival.
The Chinese call various kinds of lanterns that are meant for entertainment and
admiration “huadeng,” or “floral lantern,”
and they are used on special occasions, the
most important being the Yuanxiao Festival
on the fifteenth day of the first lunar month.
As indispensable as yuanxiao (boiled sticky
rice flour balls with sweet fillings) are for
the dinner table, various kinds of lanterns,
either hung as decorations or held in
people’s hands as toys, are essential for the
festival. Therefore, people also call it the
Lantern Festival. Hanging lanterns during
the Yuanxiao Festival began 1,000 years ago
as a folk custom. During the Tang Dynasty

Historical records show that kites had
at least seven names in ancient China, all
borrowed from the names of birds, which
probably inspired kite makers. During the
late Tang Dynasty 1,000 years ago, some
craftsman installed music strings on his
kites, and in the air they produced a sound
like that of a zither, so people called them
“fengzheng,” or literally “wind zither,” a
name still used today.
Research indicates that kites were invented not as toys, but rather for military
purposes, communication and surveying.
They became playthings during the Song
Dynasty, and the Ming and Qing dynasties
perfected the making and flying of kites.
When kites first became toys for children, they were mostly simple affairs, with
three bamboo strips forming the cross braces
— two forming a cross and one arching over
one end of the cross — that was covered by
a piece of paper with a paper streamer or
two as the tail. Such kites were nicknamed
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“tiles,” and they were the first lesson for
children learning kite making. They are still
loved by children today.
Through the centuries, kite making
has grown into a sophisticated handicraft.
Functionally, they come in four categories:
toys, decorations, stunt and application
kites. Toy kites are the most diverse variety,
while decorative kites have a greater visual
appeal than flying characteristics. The third
category is known for its aerial stunts, such
as diving, soaring and somersaults. Application kites are used for communication,
surveying, taking photographs and spreading leaflets.
Apart from “tiles,” the huge family of
toy kites includes winged (hard and soft),
flat, train and convertible kites. Hard-wing
kites are made of whole skeletons, so their
wings cannot be folded and removed. Some
soft wings are fixed on one bamboo strip,
leaving the lower wings free to fly with the
wind. Kites in the shape of birds and insects
mostly use this type of soft wing. There are
also soft wings that are removable, or can
be folded.
Flat kites are mostly in geometric shapes
to better present the maker’s painting skills,
but they are more demanding to fly. Train
kites are composed of many single kites —
ranging from 20 to more than 100 — connected by a string.

Dough Figurines

Dough figurines are the embodiment
of the Chinese belief that art comes from
life, as they were invented by housewives.
There are two types of dough figurines:
edible and inedible. During Spring Festival
and on some other special occasions, housewives — particularly rural ones — mold
dough into various patterns before steaming them. These “floral steamed buns” are
then exchanged as gifts among relatives
and friends, and presented to deities and
ancestors as offerings. There are also buns
made into animal shapes, which are given
to children as edible toys.
The wheat growing provinces of Shanxi
and Shaanxi are well known for dough
figurines. Their “jujube hill” steamed buns
are a special offering to Heaven and Earth.
One “jujube hill” takes two kilograms of
flour. First, a piece of dough is rolled into
a flat triangle, and jujubes are arranged one
against the other. Then pieces of dough are
made into patterns of clouds, coiled dragons
and other auspicious objects before being
placed on top, with dough peony flowers,
tigers, deer, rabbits and other lovely images
studded about. “Jujube hills” are tokens of
gratitude to Heaven and Earth for providing
people with a good harvest and affluence.
Pure toy dough figurines are not meant
for eating. They are made of wheat and
sticky rice flour, cooking oil, salt, pigments
and preservatives, and their motifs are
mostly cartoons and legendary images loved
by children. Their workmanship is relatively
simple compared with collectible decorative
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suites based on folk tales, such as the “Eight
Immortals Crossing the Sea” and “Zhong
Kui Marries off His Sister.”

Cloth Toys

As an agricultural people, the ancient
Chinese lived by a clear division of labor,
with men tending the fields and women
staying at home cooking and sewing. Like
the “floral steamed buns,” cloth toys were
invented by housewives.
The cloth tiger is a star of cloth toys
and comes in many varieties. In Chinese
philosophy, the tiger is a symbol of peace
and luck, a protector of family safety and
wealth, and a guardian against evil spirits
and disasters. In rural areas, children grow
up with cloth tigers, in the form of toys,
pillows, clothes, shoes and hats.
Housewives do not follow a particular
pattern when making cloth tigers. What they
come out with depends on the material available. However, there are some basic rules
that they stick to, namely exaggeration and
variation of the animal’s features, particularly the face. Cloth toy tigers are varied in
shape, and they may have one head, two
heads, or even four heads.
The cloth pouch is another popular
plaything and can also be used as a handy
container for aromatic herbs.

Wooden Toys and Others

For boys, a big lure of temple fairs are
the miscellaneous wooden portfolios of
ancient Chinese weapons that are hung and
displayed in toy stalls. They will pester their
parents to equip them with a broadsword
or a spear, and of course, a mask is also
necessary. Meanwhile, toddlers can be seen
proudly dragging their wooden toy carts
fashioned into various animal images. Those
in the shape of birds even have wings that
flutter with the rolling wheels.
Such wooden toys and masks are usually
rough in workmanship and relatively inexpensive, so parents are mostly ready to give
in. The “ladle” masks are more exquisite.
They are made of halved gourds, which are
traditionally used as ladles, and are painted
with gorgeous patterns. They were first
created for worship ceremonies, so their
decorations are more abstract and grotesque
than theatrical masks. Many rural residents
in Shaanxi used to hang ladle masks on their
doors to scare away evil spirits.
The ancient Chinese also invented many
other toys by using materials that were
handy, such as straw and syrup figurines and
shuttlecocks made of feathers. They were no
less fun for children, and probably adults as
well, than today’s high-tech toys. 
Reprinted with permission from China
Today. www.chinatoday.com.cn/English
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