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The site dedication ceremony for the St. 
Paul-Changsha China Friendship Garden 
took place on July 9, during the opening 
ceremony of the Dragon Festival at Phalen 
Park.  

A parade of lion dancers from Hui’s 
Lucky Lion Dance Team led a procession 
along Lake Phalen from the dragon boat 
docks to the future China Garden site.  
Once at the site, Carole Hyder, international 
feng shui expert and China Garden advisor, 
performed a feng shui site dedication ritual 
at the future site of the Changsha Aiwan 
Pavilion replica, which involved ringing 
a special bell and scattering seeds and 
other ingredients with symbolic meanings.  

Hmong Elder Uncle Charles Vu gave a 
Hmong blessing at the site of the future 
Hmong Cultural Plaza nearby.  A sign 
announcing the China Friendship Garden 
was placed in the ground.  

The lion dancers then led everyone to the 
performance stage for another lion dance, 
followed by a performance of Hmong Qeej 
musicians.  Brenda Fong,Dragon Festival 
organizer and China Garden Society 
advisor, welcomed everyone to the Dragon 
Festival.  Linda Mealey-Lohmann , MN 
China Friendship Garden Society president, 
gave the opening speech, highlighting the 
history of the China
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Chinese Heritage Foundation 
recognizes long-time supporters 
of “A Passage to China”

The Chinese Heritage Foundation 
(CHF) recently honored Bill and Mary Fer-
rell, owners of Royal Foods, headquartered 
in Hopkins, Minn., for being long-time 
supporters of CHF’s event “A Passage to 
China” that had been held annually at Mall 
of America since 2006.

Yin Simpson, CHF board member, and 
I met with the Ferrells at their office and 
presented them with a framed painting 
along with a letter of appreciation from 
CHF Executive Director Pearl Bergad.

I “recruited” the Ferrells to provide 
storage space for the ever-accumulating 
props for the event since 2005, which 
included two life-size terra cotta warriors 
that must weigh thousands of pounds!  At 
that time, I was committee chair of “A 
Passage to China” and I was able to solicit 
the Ferrells’ support because they were 
great neighbors of mine.  Not only did the 
Ferrells provide CHF with the much needed 
storage space, they also were kind enough 
to provide transportation of all this material 

to and from their warehouse in Hopkins to 
Mall of America each year. ♦

For more information about “Passage,” 
visit www.chineseheritagefoundation.org.

Disclosure: Greg Hugh, publisher of 
China Insight, which partnered with CHF 
to create “A Passage to China,” served 
as CHF’s Board chair from 2005 to 2014.  
China Insight has chronicled the event over 
the years and you can read these articles 
at www.chinainsight.info, check the May 
issues under the “Past issues” tab. 

Yin Simpson (r), CHF board member, presents painting

Community, pp. 1, 5, 8 

Lucky Number, p. 3

Education, p. 6-7

Hawj, Vu, Pesek, Maloney, Mealey-
Lohmann & Fong with artist rendering 
of China Garden at site 

Mealey-Lohmann (left) and feng shui 
expert Carole Hyder blessing the future 
site of the pavilion.

Arts & Culture, p. 8-9

By Linda Mealey-Lohmann, Minnesota China Friendship 
Garden Society
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Publisher’s Pronouncements
Hi ALL,

All of us at China Insight hope that your 
summer has been a fulfilling one.  We are 
pleased to reconnect with you again after 
enjoying our own summer hiatus, which we 
normally take during the month of August 
so our all-volunteer staff has a chance to 
recharge.  

During our summer break, the Twin 
Cities hosted a number of traditional events 
like the Dragon Festival when the St. Paul-
Changsha Friendship Garden was dedicated; 
the Aquatennial, the art fairs along with 
other perennial favorites; and will close the 
summer with the State Fair and Renaissance 
Festival as many families prepare to return 
to school.

The summer also saw many visitors from 
China that included business, cultural and 
education delegations.  One of the largest 
Chinese student groups came from Loudi, 

Hunan Province, to experience western 
living.  China Insight was pleased to assist 
its sister company, Global Learning Alliance 
in making arrangements.  A brief overview 
of their visit is on page 6.  A soccer team 
from Shanghai also paid a visit to participate 
in the Schwan’s USA Soccer Tournament.  

On the social scene, the Chinese 
Heritage Foundation held a dual celebration 
to pay tribute to its founder, Ming Tchou, 
and prepared to attend the premiere of its 
commission, “Dream of the Red Chamber” 
opera in San Francisco.

While Minnesotans still await the arrival 
of Indian summer, Chinese get to celebrate 
yet another holiday.  The Moon Festival, 
also known as the Mid-Autumn Festival, 
falls on the 15th day of the eighth lunar 
month, which falls on Sept. 15 this year.  It 
is a harvest festival. (Wheat is traditionally 

harvested in the North, and rice in the South 
of China.)  It’s the Chinese equivalent of 
Americans’ Thanksgiving,  and remains one 
of the most important traditional events for 
the Chinese.  

Thank you for continuing to support 
China Insight and please don’t hesitate 
to contact me if you have any comments 
in aiding us in our mission to serve the 
community.  We also invite the submission 
of articles or ideas for articles of interest to 
our readers.  Until next month, enjoy the last 
of summer and the arrival of fall.

Sincerely,

Gregory J. Hugh
Publisher - CEO
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Poor sex education
A study by the Shanghai Health and 

Family Planning Commission proposed 
“better provision for sex education at school 
and in the home must be made.”  Currently, 
school sex education consists of basic 
anatomical differences between the sexes 
and little else.

The survey found that young people were 
getting their sex “education” not from parents 
or schools, but from porn on the internet.  The 
survey was conducted by bona fide researchers 
and 6,000 young people between the ages of 
14 and 23 from Shanghai were interviewed, 
with the average age at 16.  The commission 
also stated that a number of schools refused to 
participate in the research for fear of “negative 
effects on students.”

Respondents to the 2013 study were 
questioned on their understanding of 
reproductive health, attitudes to sex and their 
own sexual behavior.
3200  of the respondents (53 percent) were 
high school and vocational school students.  
The rest: 600 middle school students, 800 
students from city universities and 1,400 
young workers.
5  percent of students said they have had sex 
and almost half said they used condoms.
29  percent of young workers said they have 
had sex.
2.4  percent of high school students said they 
have had sex.
7.3  percent of vocational school students 
said they have had sex.  The study insinuated 
vocational students had more free time to 
engage in relationships as they were not 
under pressure to study for higher education 
entrance exams.
15.75  years is the average age high and 
vocational school students have sex for the 
first time. 
19  percent of high school and vocational 
students who were having sex responded they 
were using condoms.
13  million abortions take place in China 
annually.  (Note: China’s One-Child Policy 
probably is responsible for a number of these 
abortions.  In a 2013 study of 80,000 Chinese 
women who terminated pregnancies, 37 
percent were doing so for a second time and 
29 percent, a third.)
50  percent of abortions are performed on 
women under the age of 25.
25  percent of under-17s who got pregnant in 
2014 used some form of birth control, often 
times, incorrectly.
780,000  people are living with HIV in 
China (statistics from 2012), with 80 percent 
of newly reported HIV carriers in Shanghai 
in 2011 being infected via unprotected sex.  
(Note: From 1985 to 2005, approximately 30 
percent of China’s HIV infections were caused 
by the country’s shady blood trade.)

Lucky number?
 

Chinese love the number ‘8’ since it 
sounds like “prosperity” in Mandarin and 
“get rich” in Cantonese.  Vanity plates with 
that number abound.  

One “lucky” car owner found out just how 
lucky he could get one day after he got his new 
“88888” license plate ( he paid US$150,420 
for it).  He was pulled over eight times, but not 
because of erratic driving.  The cops thought 
his license plate “suspicious” and pulled him 
over to make sure it was not a fake!

Apparently, the cops did not bother to alert 
other cops on patrol that the license plate was 
indeed legitimate.  Such luck!

Hot stuff
Nine competitors stood chest-deep in 

wooden barrels filled with spicy peppers 
on July 2 in Lijiang, Yunnan Province, for 
the final round of the pepper-eating contest.  
All nine had qualified for the final through 
many preliminary rounds.  The winner, from 
Chengdu, Sizhuan Province, known for its 
hot, spicy cuisine, managed to chow down 47 
chili peppers in two minutes!  His prize?  A 
24-carat gold pepper.

Precious cargo
A Hong Kong man crossing from mainland 

into Hong Kong was randomly checked by 
quarantine officers at the border.  In his bags 
were two 100-ML bottles of white translucent 
liquids wrapped in a thawed ice pack.  He told 
police he was delivering human semen to a 
fertility clinic.  

With no official permits and documents, 
his “goods” were confiscated.  Bacteria grows 
in incorrectly stored semen and, if used in 
artificial insemination, may lead to intrauterine 
inflammation and subsequent infertility.

Fried eggs and tomatoes    
The designer of China’s Olympic team 

uniform wanted to instill national pride in 
the team.  National colors of red and yellow 
were on full display as the team entered the 
stadium.   Men wore a red coat, white shirt 
and patterned tie and women wore a yellow 
coat, white shirt and skirt.  Unfortunately, as 
in years gone by, unflattering comparisons of 
“stir-fried eggs and tomatoes” abound.   Not 
quite the desired effect, I’d say!

Fake law firm
Hong Kong’s commercial crime bureau 

uncovered a scam where a group claiming to 
be financial intermediaries cold-called and 
encouraged unsuspecting victims to apply 
for low interest loans.  The victims were then 
referred to “law firms” that “held” their loaned 
funds from the banks.  This scam has netted 
the crooks approximately US$1.62 million 
between February and June.

Four have been arrested and two are still 
on the loose.

China 
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Hottie at Tianjin 
Davos

Bear burglar

Visitors to the 2016 Summer Davos 
Forum in Tianjin saw a Chinese beauty 
with delicate facial features dressed in 
traditional Chinese garb.   She has refined 
hands, responded well to compliments 
such as “You are beautiful,” “You look like 
an 18-year-old.”  She scored high on the 
netizens’ attractiveness index. 

Unfortunately, this beauty was only 
a robot – a robot capable of using body 
language, auto GPS and cloud service.  AND 
… she cannot dress herself.

No matter, netizens are encouraged 
by this milestone in China’s artificial 
intelligence technology.  They are hopeful 
hottie robots may alleviate the plight of 
all the young men who lack girlfriends!!  
Spooky thought. ♦

 A farmer’s apiary in a nature reserve in 
the southwest province of Yunnan  had some 
of his honey stolen , beehive barrel gone and 
bee hives damaged.  

Workers of the nature reserve watched 
footage from an infrared camera that 
identified the honey thief.  It showed a black 
bear opening the bee hives with its mouth.  
When a swarm of bees flew out, it retreated 
only to return when things calmed down 
and the bees had left the hive.  The real-life 
Pooh then made of with one of the hives. ♦

 

Thanks to the generosity of a former 
U.S. Olympian, disadvantaged kids in Hong 
Kong now have their own rowing club 
and can dream of participating at future 
international events!

Sarah Garner, an eight-year expat in 
Hong Kong, hopes to offer the children a 
similar experience she had growing up in 
Madison, Wisconsin.  She started rowing 
at 13, trained for the national team after 
graduating from college, and won a bronze 
medal in the lightweight women’s doubles 
at the 2000 Sydney Summer Games.

A retired Chinese University rowing 
coach helps Garner with the kids aged 8-18, 
first training on rowing machines on land.  
Besides improving health, Garner hopes 
this rowing club will keep the kids off the 
streets and encourage formation of more 
clubs.  Who knows?  Eventually some may 
compete in the Olympics!♦

Generous American

WWTT? Which building in the image below does 
not belong?  (Answer on p. 15)
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The May Fourth demonstrations
By Pat Welsh, contributor

About Pat Welsh
In 2009 while teaching English at Sichuan University, Welsh was asked to give a 
speech where he was introduced to the audience as a “pioneer of Chinese American 
relations” as a result of his cooperative work in international banking during the Deng 
Xiaoping era. For more than 65 years, Welsh has been learning Chinese and has used 
this knowledge both professionally and personally to enhance his understanding of 
Chinese and Asian affairs.  He currently resides in Georgia and occasionally lectures 
on China to classes in World History and World Literature.

In my previous offering I discussed 
major events after the death of Yuan Shikai 
(袁世凱) in 1916 and Cai Yuanpei’s (蔡元
培) changes in the make-up of the student 
and faculty and their activities at the Beijing 
National University.  I hope the reader will 
get a feel for the situation in Beijing leading 
up to the May Fourth Movement in 1919. 

China’s failure at the Paris Peace 
Conference to prevent Japan from gaining 
Germany’s place in Shandong Province was 
the event that sparked the May 4 Incident.  
The news of this failure, coupled with 
memories of Japan’s 21 Demands made 
in 1915, motivated student organizations 
to hold a meeting on May 1 and 3 wherein 
they resolved to hold mass demonstrations 
against the Beijing government on May 7, 
the fourth anniversary of Japan’s ultimatum 
in her 21 Demands.

The students had heard that China’s 
position at the Paris Conference had been 
compromised by a “gladly agree” exchange 
of communication with Japan prepared by 
the Chinese delegation.  Also, the Beijing 
government’s foreign minister to Japan, 
Zhang Zongchang (張宗昌) had returned 
to China and was named Beijing’s new 
foreign minister and chief delegate to the 
Paris Conference.  Then there was the news 
about Beijing’s secret loans (Nishihara loans 
-西原借款) negotiated with the Japanese 
government for constructing a railroad 
in Shandong Province supported by 1) a 
mortgage of property and income and 2) 
the stationing of Japanese troops along the 
railroad.  The students were convinced that 
individuals high in the government were 
not working towards China’s best interests.

On May 3, the Beijing Chamber of 
Commerce telegraphed other similar 
organizations to support China’s claims in 
Paris.  The Citizens’ Diplomatic Association 
sent delegates to President Xu Shichang 
(徐世昌) requesting that he order the 
Chinese delegation in Paris not to sign the 
peace treaty if the Shandong problem was 
not solved.  President Xu also received a 
telegram from a group of Chinese students 
in Japan claiming that a rupture of relations 
with Japan was preferable to living in a 
shameful submission.

At 7 p.m. that evening, an informal 
meeting of more than 1,000 students was 
held at the assembly hall of the Law School 
of Beijing’s National University.  A number 
of resolutions were passed, one of which was 
that of holding a mass meeting of all students 
on the following day instead of May 7.  The 
meeting itself had been an orderly one.  It 
was conducted mostly by students of the 
New Tide Society and the Citizens Magazine 
Society.  The vast majority of attendees 
opposed any violent activities.  The students 
were there to arrange for protests against 
Beijing’s foreign policy toward Japan and 
the failure of the Chinese delegates at the 
Paris Peace Conference to prevent Japan’s 
intrusion in Shandong Province. 

At 10 in the morning of May 4 student 
representatives met at the Peking College 
of Law and Political Science to prepare 
for the demonstration to follow and to 
undertake five activities designed to arouse 
the nation as a whole.  By 1:30 p.m., more 
than 3000 students from 13 colleges and 
universities in Beijing had gathered at the 
Tian-an Gate at the square of Heavenly 
Peace to participate in the demonstration.  
The Beijing government had made efforts to 
prevent this mass meeting, but the students 

held firm. Despite the Beijing government’s 
efforts, at 2 p.m. the students marched from 
the Tian-an Gate southward through the 
Zhonghua Gate.  Five-colored national flags 
were carried, leaflets were distributed to the 
onlookers, and a variety of anti-government 
and anti-Japanese slogans were shouted as 
they marched.

While the march was quite orderly at the 
beginning, the temperament of the students 
became less disciplined as time wore on.  
After passing through the Zhonghua Gate, 
the marchers turned eastward and arrived at 
the western entrance of the Legation Quarter 
where they were denied entrance by the 
Legation Quarter Police.  After telephone 
conversations with legation officials, four 
of the students were permitted to enter 
the American, British, French and Italian 
Legations to see ministers, none of whom 
were available to the students.  The four 
students could only leave letters behind.

 Meanwhile, Chinese police and soldiers 
surrounded the entrance to the quarter 
and violently tried to force the other 
students back.  By this time the students 
were joined by other Chinese inflamed 
by seeing the students’ efforts frustrated 
by the government.  Cries of “On to the 
Foreign Ministry!” and “On to the house 
of the traitor!” arose.  Around 4:30 p.m. the 
students arrived at the house of Cao Rulin (
曹汝霖), the vice-minister of foreign affairs 
and a senior Chinese delegate at the Paris 
Peace Conference.  Until this time, the 
march was fairly orderly, but the violent 
actions of some of the police produced 
counter-violent activities from the frustrated 
marchers.  Five students climbed up a wall, 
broke open a window and were able to open 
the front door allowing other students to 
storm into the house.

Cao had fled.  Expecting to find three 
pro-Japanese officials holding a secret 
conference in the home, the students found 
no one other than Cao’s sick father, a son 
and a young concubine, who were allowed 
to leave unharmed.  At about 5 p.m. the 
students found Zhang Zongxiang (章宗
祥) with two others, including a Japanese 
journalist.  Zhang was beaten severely, 
but survived.  His home, however, was 
destroyed.

Outside Cao’s home at about 5:30 
p.m., a fight ensued injuring both police 
and students.  One of the students later 
died.  Fifteen minutes later most of the 
demonstrators had dispersed.  Thirty-two of 
the students remaining behind were arrested.  
Marshall Law was proclaimed for the area 
surrounding the Legation Quarter.

On the evening of May 4, the government 
ordered the Ministry of Justice to investigate 
the incident and punish those responsible.  
More police and troops were brought 
into Beijing.  In preparing to prosecute 
and execute the 32 arrested students, the 
government underestimated the non-student 
support.  The issue appeared to the general 

public as a quarrel between pro- and anti-
Japanese sentiments, and the majority of 
the Chinese sided with the anti-Japanese 
demonstrators.

This May Fourth Incident had made a 
profound impression in Chinese political 
and social circles.  Had there been no further 
developments after May 4, the significance 
of the May 4 Incident would have been very 
limited, but the students in Beijing started 
to organize the new intelligentsia and win 
the sympathy of the general public by other 
demonstrations elsewhere, mass meetings 
and publicity.  The May Fourth Incident had 
triggered the May Fourth Movement.

On May 5, the Ministry of Education 
ordered restriction of student activities.  
That same day student representatives 
petitioned President Xu to release the 32 
arrested students, promising not to return 
to classes until their release.  Another letter 
to President Xu demanded the punishment 
of traitors to China and Qingdao returned 
to China.  Their efforts did not succeed.  
Instead they provoked a more determined 
government opposition, especially from 
the “Anfu Club” (安福俱樂部) of President 
Xu’s supporters, a political group of 
warlords and bureaucrats  financed and 
supported by Japan.

To achieve their aims the students 
established a Student Union of Beijing, 
China’s first permanent united student 
organization of all the middle- and high-
schools on a citywide basis.  This union 
became the model for others including the 
Student Union of the Republic of China, 
which was to become the headquarters for 
student activities throughout China.

 On May 5, the chancellors of the 
13 universities and colleges met at the 
Beijing National University.  They decided 
to take on the responsibility of securing 
the release of the arrested students.  This 
being achieved, they would all resign their 
positions.  They then went together to see 
President Xu, Premier Qian Nengxun (錢能
訓), the education minister, Fu Zengxiang (
傅增湘) and the chief of the constabulary, 
Wu Bingxiang (吴炳祥).  They were only 
able to meet with Wu who advised them 
that he lacked the authority to release the 
students. 

Despite government censorship efforts, 
a few students did manage to outwit the 
government by sending a telegram through 
a foreign agency to one of the foreign 
concessions in Tianjin.  From there the 
message was relayed to Shanghai and from 
there to other cities.  This produced a flood of 
protest telegrams to the Beijing government.  
Most of the press joined in and urged for 
the arrested students to be released.  The 
students also received support from other 
political parties and the southern government 
in Guangzhou whose representative in Paris 
was Tang Shaoyi (唐紹儀).  He had made 
stronger demands regarding Shandong than 
the Northern representatives.  In any case 
negotiations in Paris by the Chinese side 
broke off on May 15.   

On May 7, after the strikes had spread 
to other cities, the 32 students were released 
pending further legal action.  The following 
day the student strike in Beijing ended, 

but the activities of students in Beijing 
and elsewhere continued.  The boycott 
of Japanese goods was planned. Fearing 
assassination, Cai Yuanpei, chancellor 
of  Beijing National University, resigned 
on May 9 and fled Beijing.  He had 
supported the students and had attempted 
to keep matters orderly by trying to act 
as an intermediary between the students 
and the Beijing government.  Further 
government intransience motivated a 
general student strike in Beijing on May 19.  
Police intervention however, proved to be 
ineffective because many of the policemen 
were sympathetic toward the students.  This 
strike then spread to other major cities.  By 
May 26, the demonstrations had attracted 
some 300,000 observers from the general 
public.  From May 31 on, Shanghai became 
the center of student activities.

By late May the students had won 
support of both merchants and urban 
workers.  Mass arrests of students from 
June 2-4 prompted strikes by urban workers 
and merchants.  The ultimate triumph was 
China’s refusal to sign the peace treaty with 
Germany on June 28.  

Looking back, the movement saw a 
renaissance of science and learning.  Yet after 
1919 the Chinese intelligentsia and other 
supporting groups of the May 4 Movement 
became divided over issues related to 
politics, ideology, education, professional 
interests and the reality of China’s situation.  
Out of this evolved a stronger sense of 
nationalism, a flirtation with various forms 
of socialism and continued experiments with 
liberalism.  Faith in the West as a source for 
a cure for China’s ills came increasingly 
into question.  Leading this questioning 
was Li Dazhao (李大釗) and Chen Duxiu (
陳獨秀) who would in 1921 spearhead the 
founding of the Chinese Communist Party 
in Shanghai.

One major stumbling block toward 
China’s unification was the rise of local 
warlords, a product of the decentralization 
of China’s military that had begun under the 
Qing Dynasty.  This issue will be the subject 
of my next offering. ♦ 

Demonstrating students at the Tian-an Gate
Cai Yuanpei, minister who supported 
the students.
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Chinese products and brands ruling the 
world are not news anymore.  However, 
the hurdles that the enterprises and their 
executives face in the English-speaking 
global marketplace still exist. vEnglish 
proficiency is not an easy task. 

Tech giant Lenovo’s Tech World 2016 
last week impressed me not only for its 
launch of two cloud devices but for the effort 
that CEO and Chairman Yang Yuanqing has 
made over the years to attract international 
consumers, including his adoption of 
English as his international work language. 

Dressed in a typical tech workforce 
outfit - shirt, khaki pants and sneakers - Yang 
looked like a Silicon Valley engineer until he 
took center stage and started talking. 

“They (assistants/organizing committee) 
told me in San Francisco to use the word 
‘pitch’, not to ‘give a speech’,” Yang said, 
adding that he also was advised on what 
to wear. 

The audience of Lenovo fans, industry 
leaders and analysts at the packed Masonic 
Auditorium burst into laughter and gave the 
boss a rousing welcome. 

Yang reportedly hardly spoke a word of 
English until he turned 40, when Lenovo 

bought IBM’s personal computer division 
in 2005. 

Hopeful of honing his English, Yang 
moved his family to North Carolina (the 
location of Lenovo’s US headquarters), 
hired a native tutor and spent hours watching 
TV news. 

His efforts apparently yielded fruit.  
Whether presiding over board meetings with 
global stakeholders or answering questions 
raised by Western media, he is able to 
conduct all of his business in English. 

Not many Chinese executives speak 
English.  They usually can be seen using 
interpreters or showing Power Point slides 
with English subtitles while speaking in 
Mandarin. 

The situation is changing, though.  A 
growing number of multinationals with 
headquarters in China are expanding 
internationally and have made English their 
official language. 

In April 2015, when Lei Jun, chairman 
and CEO of smartphone producer Xiaomi, 
spoke at a news conference in New Delhi 
to announce the launch of a new product, 
he stumbled through his speech.  It was his 
first time using English overseas. 

“Hello, how are you,” the billionaire 
greeted the Indian audience.  “I’m very 
happy to be in China,” he said before 
correcting himself - “to be in India”. 

Seeking to generate enthusiasm by 
shouting, Lei announced a free Xiaomi 
smart wristband for each attendee and asked 
the public, “Are you OK?” 

Amused by his heavy accent and clumsy 
vocabulary, Chinese social media users 
tuned his “Are you OK?” phrase into an 
overnight meme.  Many posts made fun of 
Lei’s speech; others, however, supported the 
attempt and his courage for trying English. 

Both Yang and Lei and any Chinese 
executives trying to communicate in English 
deserve respect for their gutsy efforts. 

First,  it  shows commitment and 
dedication to customers Their presentations 
are not perfect, and they have more work to 
do on their speechmaking. 

However, I don’t think audiences would 
have difficulty understanding what the 
Chinese executives meant. 

Speaking English is more than a friendly 
gesture; it indicates how much the Chinese 
enterprises care about the international 
market in that executives would risk 

embarrassment trying to communicate in a 
universal business language. 

Second, adopting English is an important 
strategy for Chinese companies going 
global.  In 2015, Chinese investment in the 
U.S. reached $22 billion, with diversified 
allocations across industries including 
finance, agriculture, tourism and consumer-
oriented businesses. 

Chinese enterprises will continue their 
acquisitions, according to a forecast by 
the American Enterprise Institute. Using 
English as working language will make it 
easier for pioneering companies to recruit 
overseas talent, including board members.  
It also will help them reach a broader 
world market and complete international 
mergers and acquisitions according to global 
standard and customs. 

In short, speak to your customers in 
their own languages; it’s rewarding even 
when you make mistakes on the road to 
globalization. 

Lei Jun, in response to his speech 
in India going viral, wrote on his social 
media account: “There are more and more 
international Xiaomi fans.  Indeed, I should 
learn English well and not let you down.” ♦

By Chang Jun, China Daily, June 14, 2016

Chinese executives learning to talk the 
business talk - in English

Dragon Festival 2016 recap
Judy Hohmann, Dragon Festival 

Nearly 14,000 visitors to the 14th 
annual Dragon Festival at Lake Phalen 
and Phalen Park on a sunny weekend in 
July celebrated the competitive spirit of the 
dragon-boat races and Minnesota’s diverse 
Asian cultures and traditions.  Included 
were Asian-American performers, martial 
arts demonstrations,  children activities 

and, of course, ethnic foods.  Phalen Park 
also houses the “Meditation” sculpture 
by Changsha artist Lei Yixin, created and 
dedicated in July 2006. 

The opening of the Dragon Festival 
was commemorated with a traditional “lion 
dance” and performed by pan-Asian artists: 
the Green Dragon Kung Fu Club, Hui Lucky 

Dragon Dance’s group and Hmong Qeej 
Musicians.  Hmong Elder Uncle Charles Vu 
led a special Hmong blessing.  

The victorious teams of the dragon boat 
races are:
Saturday team winners 
1st – Hormel Foods Corporation 
2nd – Werner Electric
3rd – Healtheast Rice Street Clinic
Sunday team winners
1st – Monkey Bay Paddling Club
2nd – CrossFit Sabetooth 
3nd – Yinghua Academy 
Special awards

Dragon Diva’s and Dragon Festival 
Pirates and Misfits for the “best team spirit”

Blue Cross Blue Shield and Boston 
Scientific Corporation were awarded “Best 
T-shirt” design

The Blue Cross Blue Shield 5K Fun 
Run/Walk on Saturday morning featured 
103 participants of all ages.  

An all-volunteer committee, with the 
partnership of the City of St. Paul, many 
corporate and business and community 
groups, were proud to again host a unique 
event in the metro area to celebrate the Asian 
American traditions and contributions.  ♦

Community

continued from page 1

Site dedication

Friendship Garden and the anticipated 
spring 2017 ground-breaking date and 
the subsequent construction of the replica 
pavilion in 2017.  Other speeches featured 
former St. Paul Mayor George Latimer, 
who signed the 1988 Sister-City Agreement, 
Minn. Senator Foung Hawj, Minn. 
Representative Tim Mahoney, St. Paul 
City Councilmember Dai Thao, Hmong 
18 Council President Wa Houa Vue.  Other 
dignitaries included:  director of St. Paul 
Parks & Rec Mike Hahm,  China Garden 
Society Board members & advisors: Joyce 

Hsiao, Mary Warpeha, Carole Hyder, 
Weiming Lu, Bill Zajicek, Romi Slowiak 
Bill Pesek, Robert Jacobson, Jeff Wang; 
Hmong community liaison Noah Vang; 
architects Alice Messer and Bryan Murphy.  

The China Friendship Garden is a 
public/private partnership initiated by the 
MN China Friendship Garden Society in 
collaboration with the St. Paul Parks & Rec 
Department, St. Paul’s District 5 Planning 
Council, the Changsha People’s Association 
for Friendship with Foreign Countries, and 
Changsha Yanghu Wetlands Park (Phalen 

Park’s sister-park in China).  
The MN China Friendship Garden 

Society is currently conducting a 
$300,000 capital campaign for Phase 
1A (of 3 phases).  Donations are en-
couraged and welcomed.  All donors 
will be recognized on the website and 
all donations greater than $25,000 will 
be recognized at the China Friendship 
Garden site itself.  Visit the China 
Friendship Garden Society website, 
www.MNChinaGarden, for more 
information.♦

Mealey-Lohman addressing Dragon Festival 
attendees at performance stage.

Dragon boat team flag catchers Hmong Qeej player



For 20-year-old Yao Zeng, traveling 
from his home in Weifang, Shandong, 
China, to the University of Minnesota was 
a choice that made myriad other choices 
possible.  Zeng’s reasons for transferring 
from Shandong University of Finance and 
Economics in Jinan, Shandong Province to 
the U.S. were twofold: 1) he wanted to im-
prove his English, and 2) he wanted to earn 
his bachelor’s degree in computer science. 

   Yao Zeng
“I always knew I wanted to study com-

puter science,” says Zeng, whose interest in 
coding evolved naturally from his love of 
playing computer games.  “But in China, 
getting accepted to specialized schools of 
study is really difficult.  In America, it’s a 
choice anyone can make.  You get to decide 
what you want to study, no matter what level 
you’re at when you enter the program.”

The opportunity to choose what he was 

passionate about led him to study in the 
U.S., but it was the Minnesota English Lan-
guage Program (MELP) that brought Zeng 
to the University of Minnesota specifically.  
He was looking for a strong program that 
could help him develop his English speaking 
skills.  With MELP, that’s what he got.

“In China, studying English means lots 
of reading, writing, and reciting,” Zeng says.  
“We learn grammar and vocabulary, but we 
do very little English speaking.  Chinese 
instructors teach English by speaking Chi-
nese.  I was lacking the English speaking 
part of my education, so I was happy to find 
emphasis on that through MELP.”
Studying English in 
Minnesota

“My friends who had lived abroad told 
me to practice my English as much as pos-
sible before leaving China,” Zeng says.  “I 
thought I already had a good understanding 
of English because I was exposed to it as a 
child.  My parents sent me to an enriched 
school to learn.”

But when Zeng arrived on campus at the 
University of Minnesota in August 2015,the 
culture shock made him feel that he was 
worlds away from speaking fluently with 
others.  That shock started to fade away with 
Zeng’s MELP classes and activities. 

“The MELP teachers were really friend-
ly, and they made the classes fun.

continued on page14

On July 19, 40 students, two teachers 
and two school administrators from Loudi 
No. 1 Middle School, Hunan Province, 
along with their vice principal, director and 
two other English teachers were greeted by 
their host families at Fourth Baptist Church 
School in Plymouth.  Thus began their nine-
day visit to Minnesota, a trip they have been 
vying for with hundreds of other students 
from Loudi during the past year.   

This group of students (equivalent of 
U.S. high school freshmen) were selected 
from the school’s international study classes.  
Their participation is voluntary and their 
families paid all their trip expenses.

The cultural aspects of their visit were 
put into effect as they experienced private 
and public class.  For example, bible and 
U.S history classes at Fourth Baptist Church 
School; math and geography classes at 
the Minnesota Internship Center, a Loudi 
partner school in North Minneapolis. 

Their host families dropped them off at 
9 a.m. and picked them up at 5 p.m. each 
day.  Over the course of the week, the Loudi 
students participated in a host of activities 
after attending classes in the morning: MN 
Lynx Women’s WNBA game at Target 
Center, Wells Fargo Museum, school tours, 
George Latimer Central Library in St. 
Paul, Common Zoo Park, volunteered for 
nonprofit Feed My Starving Children, and 
Fort Snelling.  On the weekends, all visitors 
spent time with their host families to become 
learn more about each other’s cultures.  The 
Chinese students were welcomed as part 
of their host families and participated in 
activities that a typical American family 
would normally do on weekends, such as 
attending Sunday church service, doing 

some outdoor activities and doing a little 
shopping.  There was also an ice cream 
social that was enjoyed by all who attended.

The visit concluded with a farewell 
reception.  The students received their 
certificates of attendance at Fourth Baptist 
Church School and returned to China on 
July 28. 

All travel arrangements were handled 
by Fourth Baptist Church School Principal 
Allyson Hodak and Minnesota Internship 
Center Principal Kevin Byrne and staff 
at both schools.  Thanks to them for an 
amazing job of organizing this event.

China Insight and its China education 
affiliate, Global Learning Alliance, were 
honored to assist in coordinating this visit.  
Richard He, president of China Insight and 
Global Learning Alliance, is originally from 
Loudi city and continues to be committed to 
ensure these visits take place to provide an 
experience that everyone would remember, 
and that cross cultural exchanges could 
continue to take place.  The generosity of 
host families is especially important in such 
an exchange.  So, a very hearty thanks to 
all who opened their homes to the Loudi 
visitors. ♦
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By Kelli Billstein

Editor’s note:  He  Xianping, a native of Loudi, is a graduate of St. Cloud State 
University and acted as the trip coordinator and tour guide for this group of visitors 
from Loudi.  The summer camp program from Lloudi’s No. 1 Middle School began 
in 2007.  Students from Eden Prairie High School visited Loudi in 2008, 2010, 2012, 
2014 and 2015.

Several Loudi students submitted reflections of their trip and their impressions of 
America.  These will be in the October issue of China Insight.  You may be surprised 
by their observations and never take some things for granted again.

Students from Loudi, 
China, get a dose of 
Minnesota life
By He Xiaping, trip coordinator

The choice to learn 

Part of this story first appeared online on the Universi-
ty of Minnesota’s College of Continuing Education site 
on Aug. 1, 2016.

Yao Zeng



The name Chang Wang should be 
familiar to China Insight readers.  Wang was 
the recipient of the Council of Asian-Pacific 
Minnesotans’ Asian Pacific Leadership 
Award, the University of Minnesota “China 
100” Distinguished Chinese Alumni Award, 
and the Minneapolis/St. Paul Business 
Journal’s Diversity in Business Award in 
2015.

He also has been a regular and consistent 
contributor to this publication since 2013.  
His articles – “Dancing with the Dragon” 
(November 2015-January 2016), “Doing 
Business with China and the Chinese 
People” (January-June 2015), “Last Lecture” 
(January and October 2014), “Living within 
Parallel Universes” (February and March 
2016), “Luckiest Generations” (April-
September 2016) to name a few – offer 
depth and insight into the Chinese psyche 
and social norms.

Not only is he a good writer, a practicing 
attorney, a law professor, a business 
manager, a published author, Wang has 
recently taken on another role – an actor!  
He played the part of a Chinese ambassador 
in a locally produced movie, “Domestics,” 
with understated panache.

Those of you who have 
had to deal with The People’s 
Republic of China’s officials 
will appreciate how well Wang 
handled his part.  

Asked why and how he got 
involved in the movie, Wang 
said, “The filmmakers and I 
were connected by a mutual 
friend Jim Hilbert, a professor 
at Mitchell Hamline School 
of Law.  The filmmakers 
caught the 2013 “Access 
to Democracy” interview I 
had with host Alan Miller on 
YouTube and offered me the 
role.  I guess I was the guy they 
were looking for – a middle-
aged, mean Chinese man with 
heavy accent.  As you may 
know, I majored in filmmaking 
in college, and many of my 
friends are in the film and TV 
industries, so acting in a film 
is not uncharted territory for 

me.  In fact, I found acting is much easier 
than lawyering!”

The movie was shot in 12 days and 
produced by human rights lawyers and 
award-winning filmmakers John Shulman 
and Jeanne-Marie Almonor.  Shulman 
and Almonor’s goal was to “give voice” 
to groups targeted by big business and 
misguided government.  The plot, in my 
untrained film critic opinion, tried to address 
too many social issues (school segregation, 
racism, corrupt government, anti-union 
sentiments, terrorism, biased media and, to 
a lesser degree, generational issues).  The 
many flashbacks further hindered following 
the storyline.

BUT … as the filmmakers indicated 
at the June 26 Minneapolis screening, the 
movie is their way of speaking out for 
the various groups who cannot do so for 
themselves.  

As of June, private screenings had 
taken place in Atlanta, Chicago, Detroit and 
Minneapolis.  China Insight will include 
movie schedule when available.  When 
in the cinemas, watch and draw your own 
conclusion. ♦
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Chang Wang, China 
Insight contributor, 
man of many talents
By Elaine Dunn

Saturday, September 17, 2016 
11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  

University of Minnesota
Northrop Memorial Auditorium

2016 CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE DAY

Learn more at: 
confucius.umn.edu

PRIZES FOR THE FIRST 200 ATTENDEES
T-shirts • Chinese snacks • Chatime tea

11:00 a.m.  - 1:00 p.m.:  
Kung Fu Demonstrations

Various martial art artists will 
demonstrate and teach martial 
art moves. Get ready to release 

your inner kungfu panda!

1:00 - 3:30 p.m.:  
Film Screening

“The Grandmaster” depicts the 
life of Bruce Lee’s master teacher 

Yip Man. Don’t miss this film 
about a martial art legend!

Wang in the role of Chinese ambassador

[BEIJING] -- Chinese households 
in July had more confidence in their 
finances and the country’s economy, 
according to a wealth climate index re-
leased by the Bank of Communications 
(BOCOM) Monday.

The bimonthly Climate Index of Chi-
na’s Wealth rose to 137 in July from 133 
in May.  Readings above 100 indicate 
growth in wealth, while readings below 
100 represent deterioration.

The survey solicits the opinions of 
well-off Chinese households on three 
indices: the economy, income and in-
vestment.

BOCOM attributes the greater opti-
mism to a steady economy and stability 
in job and financial markets.

Among all regions, the wealth cli-
mate index for households in Beijing, 
Shanghai and Shenzhen posted the 
biggest increases, supported by growth 
in high-tech industries and the property 
market.

The three sub-indices all increased, 
with the one for the economy climbing 
to 129 from 120 in May, extending its 
rising streak since the beginning of the 
year.

The sub-index for income growth 
rose to 152 from 147, while that for 
investment willingness rose to 127 
from 125.

The report surveyed nearly 1,850 
families with annual after-tax incomes 
above 100,000 yuan (around 15,750 
U.S. dollars) in five major metropolises, 
including Beijing and Shanghai, as well 
those with incomes over 80,000 yuan in 
another 21 major cities.

China’s economy grew 6.7 percent 
year on year in the second quarter of 
2016, slightly faster than expectations.

Industrial output grew 6.2 percent 
year on year in June, increasing from 6 
percent in May.  The official unemploy-
ment rate in 31 major cities remained 
stable at around 5 percent in May. ♦

Edited by Tian Shaohui , Xinhua, Aug. 8, 2016

Chinese households 
upbeat about 
economic outlook: 
index

Business & Economy
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Unprecedented multi-year Asian art initiative 
at Minneapolis Institute of Art

Chinese Heritage Foundation celebrates 
founder’s birthday and upcoming premiere of 
“Dream of the Red Chamber”

The Minneapolis Institute of Art (Mia) 
will launch an unprecedented long-term 
initiative to create innovative public 
programs, special exhibitions and new 
scholarship dedicated to Asian art.  A $6 
million bequest from Alfred P. Gale, the 
Gale Asian Art Initiative at Mia will allow 
for robust programming designed to foster 
broader understanding and appreciation 
of Asian art and culture.  Mia’s collection 
of Asian art is comprised of some 16,800 
objects ranging from ancient pottery and 
bronzes to works by contemporary artists, 
with nearly every Asian culture represented.  
Areas with particular depth include the arts 
of China, Japan and Korea. 

Each year, Mia will focus on a particular 
area of its collection with in-depth 
programming and events, and will begin 
with the art of China.  Its Chinese collection 
includes ancient Chinese bronze that is 
generally considered one of the nation’s top 
collections of its kind.  Important examples 
include a famous vessel in the form of an 
owl, superb silver inlaid works, and many 
other outstanding vessels from the Shang 
and Zhou dynasties (c. 18th–3rd century 
BCE).  

The Gale Asian Art Initiative builds on 
Mia’s growing collection of Asian art—one 
of the most comprehensive in the United 
States.  Over the last three years, this 
collection has increased by 2,400 objects 
through generous gifts from Bill and Libby 
Clark and Mary Griggs Burke. 

Special programming is at the heart 
of the Gale Asian Art Initiative, inviting 
visitors of all levels of familiarity with Asian 
art to find meaningful ways to understand 
Asian culture through the museum’s 
collections.  Programs will include a Family 
Day that celebrates Chinese New Year with 

dance and music and a four-part series for 
adult learners that focuses on highpoints of 
Chinese art.  Upcoming plans include public 
workshops on Japanese courtly painting 
and on the Japanese tea ceremony and an 
exhibition of Asian funerary objects from 
the permanent collection.  The funerary 
exhibition will be shown in conjunction with 
the video “The Living Need Light, The Dead 
Need Music,” a visual and musical journey 
through the fantastical funeral traditions and 
rituals of South Vietnam.  In addition, Mia 
will host three special events designed to 
heighten awareness of the museum’s Asian 
collections among local Asian communities 
and to invite their involvement in future 
museum programs. 

Mia’s Year of Chinese Art year will 
begin with “Ink Unbound: Paintings by Liu 
Dan,” a special exhibition of new works 
by one of China’s leading contemporary 

artists.  An artist-in-residence at Mia (Sept. 
17–30), Liu has been commissioned by 
the museum to create a new ink painting 
that responds to one of Mia’s old master 
paintings.  Liu has selected a 17th-century 
Dutch painting by Willem de Poorter, 
“St. Paul and St. Barnabas at Lystra;” his 
painting will be unveiled on Sept.17 as 
part of “Ink Unbound.”  The exhibition also 
will feature an expansive selection of his 
recent paintings — including meticulous 
and unexpected landscapes, rocks, and still-
lifes — which showcase both his technical 
virtuosity and unrestrained imagination.  
Uniquely classical yet refreshingly 
contemporary, Liu’s paintings blend his 
deep appreciation of the Western art canon 
with the 2,000-year-old heritage of Chinese 
painting and will be on display from Sept. 
17-Jan. 29, 2017.

The Gale Asian Art Initiative also allows 

the museum to host a Public Practice Fellow 
with knowledge and expertise in Asian art 
and public engagement.  During a three-
month residency, the fellow will develop 
strategies for community outreach and for 
effective and impactful in-gallery teaching 
and interpretation.  

“It truly is exciting for us to see the 
broad and interesting scope of programming 
made possible by the bequest,” said Edward 
Gale, Alfred Gale’s son.  “This is going to 
create more opportunities for the public 
and scholars to deepen their understanding 
and appreciation of Asian art forms.  I am 
certain my grandfather, Richard P. Gale, and 
my great uncle, Alfred Pillsbury, who were 
so involved with the museum, would be 
equally pleased and proud of the continued 
family support.  I am grateful that I am able 
to be a part of it.”♦

The Community Room at the Gramercy 
Park condos in Richfield, Minn., was 
recently transformed with a decidedly 
Chinese theme – the handiwork of Yin 
Simpson, CHF Board member -- to celebrate 
two milestone events: CHF founder Ming 
Tchou’s 92nd birthday, and the final 
countdown to the Sept. 11 premiere of 
“Dream of the Red Chamber” by the San 
Francisco Opera in the city by the bay. 

A group of more than 135 invited guests 
gathered to commemorate these events.  A 
welcome greeting from CHF board member 
Margret Wong began the scrumptious 
luncheon celebration that featured roast pig 
and other treats.  As Ming was presented 
with her birthday cake, the guests serenaded 
her with “Happy Birthday” in Chinese and 
English!

A representative from the University of 
Minnesota was on hand to present a brief 
synopsis of the online tutorial created by 
the University on the “Dream” opera.  This 

specially created course can be accessed at 
www.redchamber.dash.umn.edu/Omeka/ 
and is free to all who would like to learn 
about the Chinese classic novel “Dream 
of the Red Chamber.”  However, it would 
be particularly informative for the more 
than 150-strong Minnesota 
contingent who will be to 
attending the premiere in 
San Francisco.  

The night before the 
opera’s Saturday premiere, 
the Minnesotans will be 
celebrating a pre-arranged 
gastronomical Chinese 
banquet.  Also planned is 
a nighttime bus tour of 
the San Francisco area.  
Following the opera, the 
group will again gather to 
celebrate at a Sunday dim 
sum luncheon, which also 
will be attended by the 

creators and cast of the “Dream.”
For those of you unable to attend 

the San Francisco premiere, visit www.
chineseheritagefoundation.org to learn more 
about the “Dream of the Red Chamber” and 
the Chinese Heritage Foundation.♦

By Greg Hugh

Community

Ceremonial bronze owl-shaped wine vessel 
from the Shang Dynasty.

“Reimagining the Lystra Scene, 2016” by Liu Dan

Ming Tchou (l) blowing out her birthday candles Delicious luncheon buffet
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Chinese art & 
garden at Landscape 
Arboretum

· Exclusive Chef created menu

· Free valet (with validation)

· Discounted massages when available

· Tableside service with free bottled water

· $50 max baccarat side bets

· Late surrender option for blackjack

· Safety deposit boxes

· Checks written upon request for payouts

NEW HIGH LIMIT 
GAMING AREA

RunAces.com

By Elaine Dunn

After a day of questionable weather and 
downpours on July 27, the skies cleared in 
time for the Minnesota Landscape Arbo-
retum’s annual Taste & Toast event.  The 
fortune of a light breeze ensured the comfort 
of the 800-plus attendees.

The 2016 theme was “Garden and Farm 
to Table” and included delicious bite-sized 
samples prepared from locally grown or 
sourced ingredients by dozens of local 
restaurants.  Minnesota wine and regionally 
crafted beers flowed freely for the thirsty.  

Proceeds from Taste & Toast fund many 
projects at the Arboretum.  However, the 
Chinese Garden and Walk project does not 
fall into this category.  It depends solely on 
private and public fundraising.

The Chinese Garden Phase 1 kicked off 
with a lead gift from the Fred and Jennie 
Hsiao family, which funded the walk, the re-
stored wetland pond, weir/dam and platform 
for a future contemplative pavilion (not yet 

fully funded).  Plantings will include native 
Chinese species hardy for the cold Minne-
sota winters, such as as ginkgos, maples, 
peonies, weeping willows and daylilies.

As part of Phase 2, a moon gate and 
pavilion will be constructed as funding and 
gifts are finalized.  Also, there will be an 
accessible pathway from the eastern side of 
the pond from Three-Mile Drive.  Phase 2 
architectural drawings have been developed 
and construction is expected to begin in late 
fall 2016.

Numerous discussions have taken place, 
with strong hopes about possible stones from 
the People’s Republic of China, to be used 
in the garden design.

Building interest for the Chinese Garden, 
the Arboretum held many accompanying 
activities throughout the summer, including 
a series of lectures, the last of which falls 
on Sept. 15 on “Appreciating a Chinese 
Garden” by author and artist Hong Zhang.

At its Reedy Gal-
lery, a Chinese brush 
painting exhibit by 
five artists (Kairong 
Liu,  Hong Zhang, 
Lei Yang, Bob Schmitt 
and Yudong Shen) will 
continue until Sept. 
18.  

The Chinese Gar-
den, located after High 
Point on Three Mile 
Drive, is scheduled to 
open this fall.  ♦

Construction site of Chinese Garden & 
Walk.  Photo: Eric LemkePlantings at the entrance of the arboretum

Brush painting by Hong Zhang on display at Reedy Gallery.

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED
Host a Chinese student and make a difference...
Enrich their experience and enhance your own!  

w  As a host family you share    

    American culture with a 

    student from China and 

    provide them more than they 

    could learn in a classroom.

w  Learn about their culture, 

    explore the differences and 

    develop new connections.

Global Learning Alliance (GLA) is a Twin Cities based organization that 
serves as a facilitator to assist students from China that want to study 
in the United States. To ensure that these students obtain the best 
experience possible, GLA seeks to place the students with host families. 
The length of their stay could vary from a few months to a full school year 
and include high school and college students of both sexes.

Since we recognize that hosting a student from China may place a financial 
burden on many families, we will provide some financial reimbursement 
but expect a family to be a host because of the mutual cultural exhchange 
that both will receive and not just the financial aspect.

To learn more about being a host family, contact Richard He at 
(612) 987-6540 or email, rhe@chinainsight.info.



[BEIJING] -- Growth in online retail 
purchases by China’s rural residents 
outpaced that of urban dwellers in the 
second quarter, official data showed on 
Wednesday.

In the first six months, online retail sales 
to rural residents exceeded 310 billion yuan 
(46.9 billion U.S. dollars), Shen Danyang, 
spokesperson of the Ministry of Commerce 
(MOC), said at a press briefing.

Rural online retail sales remarkably 
outstripped urban sales, he added.

MOC data showed that, in the second 
quarter, rural online sales grew by 13.48 
percent from the first quarter.  The growth 
rate was at least 4 percentage points higher 
than the growth in sales to urban residents.

In the first six months, purchases by rural 
residents accounted for 14.14 percent of the 
country’s total online sales.

Shen noted the growth rate in rural areas 
in underdeveloped central and western 
regions stood at 24.57 percent, at least 10 
percentage points higher than the growth 

registered in better-off rural areas.
Rural residents spent most of their money 

on clothing, shoes, home improvement and 
digital gadgets.

For online sales of services in rural areas, 
online travel booking contributed 44.54 
billion yuan.

A report by the China Internet Network 
Information Center showed that, of China’s 
688 million Internet users as of the end of 
2015, 195 million, or 28.4 percent, were 
rural residents. ♦

A senior official of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) has urged police to keep a 
firm hand on economic crimes, with a focus 
on supervision and risk prevention.

Meng Jianzhu, head of the Commission 
for Political and Legal Affairs of the CPC 
Central Committee, made the remarks at a 
national meeting for public security organs 
on Thursday.

Meng cited contract fraud, counterfeit-
ing and copyright infringement as frequent 

economic crimes that police should firmly 
focus on, in addition to key areas such as 
corruption and bribery.

“With the help of information technolo-
gy, police departments should better adapt 
themselves to the big data-era to handle 
economic crimes,” he said.

Official figures released by the ministry 
on Thursday show that Chinese police have 
solved 815,000 economic crimes since 2011, 
recovering losses of 300 billion yuan (45 

billion U.S. dollars).
Such crimes, including bank card fraud, 

illegal fundraising and pyramid selling, have 
been found in housing, job market, environ-
mental protection, education, elderly care, 
as well as food and medical care, according 
to the ministry.

In addition, police have solved over 900 
cases involving illegal banks, involving 
more than 1 trillion yuan, since 2011. ♦
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When you have an eye on 
growing your business.
We can help you with your 
goals for financial success. 
With Wells Fargo small business 
resources, you’ll have access to:
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Growth in online purchases by 
rural Chinese outpaces that of 
urbanites

China official stresses crackdown 
on economic crimes

Legends of 
Mid-Autumn 
Festival, 
Zhōng Qiu 
Jié (中秋節)

Man may have landed on the moon in 
July 1969; but according to Chinese legends, 
others may have landed and lived on the 
moon thousands of years already.  And, 
we’re not talking little green men either!  So 
who are these moon occupants of Chinese 
folklore?  
The legend of the moon lady

It was believed that around 2170 B.C. 
there were 10 suns circling the earth.  One 
day, all 10 rose at the same time.  The heat 
they generated was so intense that crops 
wilted away and people died of thirst. Hou 
Yi, an expert archer with a red bow and white 
arrows, shot down nine of the suns and the 
weather immediately cooled. Rains fell, 
rivers flowed and crops grew once again. 
China was saved! 

The Goddess of the Western Heaven 
was  impressed by Hou Yi’s  good deed and 
rewarded him with an elixir of eternal life. 
He and his wife, Chang’e (嫦娥), decided 
they would drink the elixir on the 15th day 
of the eighth moon when the moon is at its 
brightest. Unfortunately, a wicked

continued on page 15
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Well-researched and devastatingly 
beautiful, Thien’s “Do Not Say We Have 
Nothing” is an ambitious book that 
articulates the reverberating impact of 
totalitarianism in communist China, as well 
as the transforming power of friendship and 
humanity.

This third novel from Thien — a 
Canadian writer of Malaysian-Chinese 
heritage — this is a touching tale of the 
intertwined lives of three music prodigies 
at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music, 
who confront the cruelty of the Red Guards 
and the re-education programs during the 
Cultural Revolution.

The story starts in Vancouver, where 
10-year-old Marie finds it hard to understand 
why her father, Jiang Kai — a renowned 
pianist who survived the Cultural Revolution 
and later moved to Canada —  took his own 
life in Hong Kong in 1989.  After her father’s 
death, Marie meets Ai-Ling, whose father, 
Sparrow, taught Kai at the Conservatory.  
Having taken part in the student-led protests 
at Tiananmen Square in 1989, Ai-Ling had 
escaped to Canada from China, seeking 
temporary refuge in Marie’s home.

Through Ai-Ling, Marie catches a 
glimpse of the turbulent past their fathers 

shared: decades of persecution, betrayals, 
compromised values and suppressed 
individual rights.  It is a terrible era when 
all kinds of enjoyment are denounced as 
bourgeois.  A third, the talented violinist 
Zhuli, who pursues her art with such 
dedication, suffers persecution under the 
cruel hands of the denouncers and the Red 
Guards.  One of the survivors, Comrade 
Glass Eye, reflects on the lasting damage 
of Mao’s industrialization policies:

Why did our leaders dream that every 
farmer could be reborn as a steel-maker?  
How did they imagine that a boy who had 
studied the fields all his life could make iron 
ore out of nothing? [...] we existed to be 
forged and re-forged by the Party.

Throughout the book, the call for 
“loyalty” or “patriotism” are exploited 
by those in power.  During the Cultural 
Revolution, no one can speak freely as their 
words can easily be used against them, and 
lying becomes a guilty way to survive:

The authorities had taken Zhuli’s body 
while Sparrow and his father stood by.  No, 
they had not stood by.  He and his father 
had praised the Chairman, the Party and the 
nation.  They’d had no choice but, still, they 
had performed disturbingly well, as if words 

and music were only ever about repetition, 
as if one could just as easily play Bach as 
repeat the words of Chairman Mao.

The ruthlessness of the Red Guards 
culminates in a televised scene taken from 
real-life where He Luting, Director of the 
Conservatory, is denounced publicly as a 
scapegoat for “corrupting” young minds 
with Western music and ideology.  He 
uncompromisingly pleads not guilty.

The musical motif runs through the 
book.  At a time when every word or name 
is distrusted, the language of music survives 
the cruelty of history.  Ai-ming recalls a time 
when there were only 18 pieces of approved 
music that could be broadcast publicly.  
Anything else was illegal.  Later, inspired by 
the courage of her daughter and her fellow 
students who take part in the Tiananmen 
protests, Sparrow decides to complete his 
sonata after 23 years, entitled “The Sun 
Shines on the People’s Square”:

Sparrow had never made a sustained 
sound, the music came in beginnings and 
endings like the edges of a table.  The 
life in the middle, what was it?  Zhuli, 
Kai, Himself. Twenty years in a factory. 
Thousands of radios. A marriage and family.  
Nearly all of his adult life: the day after day, 
year upon year, that gives shape to a person, 
that accrues weight.

In connecting the historical significance 
of the Cultural Revolution with the 
students protests in 1989, Thien compares 
and contrasts the older generation who 
survived the Cultural Revolution with 
the younger generation who witnessed 
the later Tiananmen Square incident. She 
questions the balance of power between 
the government and the people: what does 
it take for a government to be respected by 
its own people? Is it wrong for the people 
to articulate their beliefs? Ai-ming’s friend, 
Yi-wen, said:

All we wanted was to deliver a funeral 

wreath to the Great Hall of the People. That 
was the beginning, isn’t it?

On the other hand, Ai-ming wonders 
was that really how it had begun? Could 

it have been so simple? 
Alluding to an an anonymous Book of 

Records, Thien articulates the importance 
to revisit or reconstruct the past, even if it 
is impossible to understand the magnitude 
of physical and emotional sufferings people 
experience in the Revolutionary period. As 
Wen the Dreamer said: 

This is my fate... To escape and continue 
this story, to make infinite copies, to let 
these stories permeate the soil, invisible 
and undeniable.

Although the intellectual rigor of the 
books occasionally gets in the way of 
Thien’s storytelling, Do Not Say We Have 
Nothing is written with conviction and 
honesty. Thien’s novel offers a reimagined 
account of the trauma, disillusionments and 
hope experienced by the people during one 
of the most turbulent historical periods in 
China. ♦

Author: Madeleine Thien
Publisher:  Knopf Canada
Publication date: May 2016
Paperback and hard cover:  480 pages

Do Not Say We Have 
Nothing
Reviewed by Jennifer Wong, Asian Review of Books, Aug. 2, 2016

By Madeleine Thien

Wanted:

ONLINE
English Lanuage

Teachers

Would you like to help Chinese students 
(Gr. 6-12) polish their spoken and written 
English skills (and, occasionally, history/
literature)? We are hiring experienced na-
tive.  English-speaking teachers to teach 
ESL (different levels) or high school U.S. 
history or literature. 

Teach from our Twin Cities cloud-
classroom set up or your home office. 
Teaching will usually take place in the 
evenings (6–10 p.m.), early mornings 
(6–8 a.m.) or weekends. Number of hours 
are flexible. Rates are from $15-$40/hr 
based on the course requirements and 
teachers’ experience.  

Teaching experience is required. Teaching license is preferred, but not necessary.

If interested, please contact Richard at 612-987-6540 or rhe@chinainsight.info.

About the author
Jennifer Wong was born and raised in 

Hong Kong.  She is a poet, copywriter, 
researcher and translator, now residing in 
London.  She studied English at Oxford 
and received an M.A.  in creative writing 
at the University of East Anglia.  She 
was the writer-in-residence at Lingnan 
University in 2012 and taught creative 
writing to undergraduates. She reviews 
regularly for Sabotage Reviews, Asian 
Review of Books and Magma Poetry.

Her most recent book is “Goldfish.”
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 “Desert Island Discs” is a talk show 
radio program, broadcast on BBC Radio 
4 since 1942.  Each week a guest, called 
a “castaway” during the program, is asked 
to choose eight recordings (usually, but not 
always, music) a book and a luxury item 
that they would take if they were to be cast 
away on a desert island, whilst discussing 
their lives and the reasons for their choices. 

Below are choices by Rick King, a 
“baby boomer” of the U.S., and Chang 
Wang, a member of the “Generation ’89” 
from China. 

China Insight:  Imagine you were 
stranded on a desert island for an indefinite 
period of time – let’s say at least a decade 
– and you could bring only a handful of 
items with you.  Assume that your basic 
human needs – food, water, shelter – 
have been taken care of, but you will be 
incommunicado: no telephone, newspaper, 
or internet access.

You can bring only three books with you.  
These are the books you have read, but that 
you would read again and again on the desert 
island.  What books would you bring with 
you?  Also, please briefly explain why you 
chose these books.

Rick King:  Obviously, there are a lot of 
choices: one of the books that I will bring 
would be either a dictionary or thesaurus.  
I am not sure which, but probably the 
most comprehensive dictionary one could 
have because one of the things I had 
always wanted to do is to learn every word 
in the English language.  A dictionary 

or a thesaurus would provide ongoing 
stimulation of my mind.

If you want to learn a foreign language, 
you can do that being by yourself and bring 
a book, but I do not think that is really the 
best way to learn a foreign language. 

I would also bring the World Almanac, 
because I read those and do not ever get 
a chance to go into the details.  Now, 
presumbly, I will have a lot of time to read. 

The third book will be enjoyable and 
fun, so the things that I think about would 
be – if permitted under the rule - a series 

of books by the same author.  I might pick 
all 14 James Bond books written by Ian 
Fleming.  I might pick all the books Jane 
Austen wrote.  Or … I might pick poetry I 
like, such as Byron’s.

There is an equal amount of enjoyment 
reading those books.  I like to read about 
the fascinating things, the details of the 
election, or about who was Secretary of 
State during the 1790s.  I do not know why 
it is fascinating, but it is. 

Chang Wang:  All of my choices are 
multiple-volume sets: the first one would 
be The Complete Tang Poems (全唐
詩), the largest collection of Tang poetry, 
containing some 49,000 lyric poems by 
more than 2,200 poets, representing the 
highest achievement of Chinese literature.   
Tang Poetry is poetry written in or around 
the time of, or in the characteristic style of, 
China’s Tang Dynasty (618 – 907).

The second set would be The Great 
Treasury of Sutras (大藏經), the total body 
of Buddhist literature deemed canonical in 
Chinese Buddhism. 

The third set would be Supreme Court 
Reporter published by Thomson Reuters.  
Supreme Court Reporter Bound Volume 
set is a federal caselaw reporter series in 
West’s® National Reporter System.  This set 
covers opinions and decisions from 1882-to-
date issued by the United States Supreme 
Court.  Cases published in this product series 
are enhanced with headnotes, Key Numbers, 
and synopses prepared by Thomson Reuters’ 
highly trained attorney-editors.

Supreme Court Reporter, published by 
Thomson Reuters

Even on a desert island alone, I 
would be extremely happy and busy 
with traditional Tang poetry, Buddhist 
teachings and American law.

China Insight:  You can bring three music 
albums, either in a traditional Walkman or 
in digital format, both playable on a solar-
power-based device.  What albums would 
you bring?

Rick King:  I would start with either some 

Queen or the complete 
collection of ABBA.  I 
have to have one collection 
that would be on the fun 
and stupid side, something 
you are going to listen 
to all alone.  So you are 
going to see me singing 
in the shower.  I think I’d 
probably pick ABBA. 

In addition, I’m going 
to have Tchaikovsky, 
the Russian composer.  
However, I love Strauss as 
well; but I think I’ll just say 
Tchaikovsky. 

Finally I think I should 
have a deep collection here.  
So I’m going to go with all 
the Rolling Stones. 

I’m going to have fun 
and fantasy in the ABBA; 
I’m going to have serious, 
and the relaxing music 
of Tchaikovsky, and I’m 
going to have the classic 
rock and roll for almost 
the length of my lifetime 
– Rolling Stones.

Chang Wang:  I will have Tchaikovsky 
for sure.  We Chinese have an immediate 
affinity and empathy with Slavic music, 
like that of Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninoff, 
Shostakovich and Dvořák.  We normally 
do not need any explanation or background 
information to understand what the music is 
about.  In my opinion, Tchaikovsky is the 
most beautiful -- his melody is from another 
universe.  But Tchaikovsky is so sad, there is 
a deep sense of despair and suffering – just 
listen to “Pathétique,” you feel the pain. 

So I will need some balance - that will 
be Mozart.  We know the “Mozart Effect,” 
scientific research results indicating that 
listening to Mozart’s music may induce a 
short-term improvement on the performance 
of certain kinds of mental tasks.  For me, 
Mozart simply brings happiness.

Last but not the least, I will have The 
Butterfly Lovers, a violin concerto (梁祝小
提琴协奏曲).  It is one of the most famous 
modern works of Chinese music.  It is an 
orchestral adaptation of an ancient legend, 
the Butterfly Lovers.  Written for the western 
style orchestra, it features a solo violin 
played using some Chinese techniques.

China Insight:  You can bring three 
personal or luxury items that are meaningful 
to you.  They must be inanimate and of 

no use in escaping the island or allowing 
communication from outside.  What would 
your choices be?

 Rick King:  Since I am surrounded by 
water, I would pick a boat.  I understand I 
cannot escape as stipulated.  However, I 
would enjoy just rowing around the island.  
No motor.  Just a rowboat.  I could circle 
the island. I would figure out the way to 
fish, to swim and exercise. I think a rowboat 
might be fun. 

I do like the idea of a game of some sort.  
I have always wanted to play chess better 
so I could play that with myself.  So one of 
the items would be a chess set, but then I 
think I could possibly trade the chessboard 
for a knife.  With the knife I could make 
a chessboard, and a lot of other things.  I 
think the knife would be very handy.  So 
that would be another thing I would bring.

I realize I cannot communicate with the 
outside world, but the rule did not say the 
outside world could not communicate with 
me, so I would take a solar-powered radio.  
I can get either BBC or NPR on it and listen 
to what’s going on in the rest of the world.

First you take time to adjust to the new 
environment, even if the basic human needs 
have been taken care of.  In the beginning, 
you do not have enough time to think about 
anything else, but that will change after you 
have all the basics covered, and you will 
start focusing on what the rest of your stay 
on the island will be like.  Then you begin 
to think about the regular things of the day. 
Then I think I would keep the radio. 

Chang Wang:  I am not a handy person 
so I am hoping there will be a cave I can 
take refuge in and there are plenty of fruits 
I can pick from the trees or from the ground. 

My other choices are the strategy game 
of Go, calligraphy brush, and zither, the 
three key instruments for the four arts (四
藝) of the Chinese literati, the traditional 
scholar.  The four arts were the four main 
accomplishments required of the Chinese 
gentleman scholar.  They are qin (the guqin, 
a stringed instrument. 琴),

continued on next page

Desert island choices: the baby boomer 
and the generation ‘89
By Rick King and Chang Wang, contributors

Editor’s Note: From April to July, China Insight published “The luckiest generations 
in the U.S. and in China:  the baby boomers and the Generation ’89,” a series of dialogues 
between Rick King and Chang Wang comparing the lives and the key characteristics of 
the “baby boomers” in the U.S. and the “Generation ’89” in China.  “Desert Island” is 
China Insight’s follow-up interview with them. 

 

Ian Fleming’s James Bond books

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840 – 1893)

       The Butterfly Lovers, a violin concerto
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By Elaine Dunn

Legends about the mythical Xia Dynasty 
(夏朝, approx. 2205-1675 B.C.) and its 
founder may just be true!  A team of Chinese 
and American researchers have recently dug 
up what may be evidence of a great flood 
occurring by the Yellow River.

Although no solid proof (up until now, 
perhaps) exists to document the dynasty’s 
existence, oral accounts of the dynasty 
were recorded hundreds of years later in 
the Bamboo Annals (竹書紀年) and the 
Records of the Grand Historian (史記).  
These accounts indicated the dynasty was 
founded by Yu the Great, himself a semi-
mythical character, and who was considered 
the hero who tamed the massive and 
devastating floods from the Yellow River 
by dredging outlets for the river water to 
the sea, making the region habitable.  The 
people made him Emperor.  He went on to 
teach the people how to develop the land 
agriculturally. 

In August 2016, an international 
team comprising of archaeologists, 
anthropologists, geologist and seismologists 
gathered and examined evidence from 
texts on seismic activity and landslides, 
to sedimentary deposits 
and skeletal remains, and 
concluded the legend of the 
great flood may be real.  

The study began in 2007 
when Wu Qinglong was 
doing his post-doc at China 
Earthquake Administration’s 
Insti tute of Geology in 
Beijing.  Wu is currently 
a professor and geologist 
at Nanjing University.  He 
discovered that sediments 
from the lakebed of Jishi 
Gorge (1,300 km west of 
Beijing) and mud at Lajia, 
an archeological site 25 km 
downriver that had been 
ravaged by an earthquake, 

were similar.  Furthermore, radiocarbon 
dating on the flood deposits and earthquake 
victims’ bones date to 1,922 B.C., which 
coincides with the legendary catastrophic 
flood and the date when  the Xia Dynasty 
was formed.

However, there is dissension about 
the study: the time interval between the 
catastrophic flood and when it was first 
documented creates problems since there 
had been many floods in between.  Others 
think the flood legend is “propagated for 
‘philosophical and political reasons,’ given 
the fact that this myth was first recorded in 
writing in 450 B.C., more than 1,000 years 
after the legendary flood occurred.”

Wu acknowledges the inevitability of 
dissension but defends his study saying, 
“our data involves fewer contradictions than 
alternative explanations.”

There was little scientific evidence of 
the existence of the Xia Dynasty before this 
study.  Proving there was a great flood is a 
good start.  And, regardless of which side 
of the controversy scientists and historians 
are on, everyone agrees that there is need 
for further study. ♦

qi (Go, 棋), shu (Chinese calligraphy, 書) 
and hua (Chinese painting, 畫).

I have always wanted to polish and 
improve my four arts skills, so with all the 
time I have on the desert island, I shall be 
able to do that finally 

China Insight:  Last, you can bring 
the ghosts of three persons in history to 
keep you company.  You will have long 

and constant conversations with them on 
the desert island, so they are presumably 
persons whose companionship you would 
enjoy for a very long time.  Who would you 
like them to be?

 Rick King:  The rule is that they must 
be deceased.  So I think that, historically, 
I would probably have Thomas Jefferson 
(1743 – 1826) and, Queen Elizabeth I of 
England (1533 – 1603).  With these two, I 
could explore elements of history. 

And I think I’d also have my grandfather, 
who was a doctor.  Then I could explore 
elements of the family, beyond what is 
already known to me. 

Chang Wang:  I would also like to have 
my late grandfather Zhou Po, a World War 
II veteran, war correspondent and senior 
reporter for a Chinese newspaper.  I would 
like to learn from him everything about his 
life, his time and our family history. 

I would also like to have the companion 
of Maestro Hong Yi (弘一，or Li Shutong 
李叔同, 1880 - 1942), a master painter, 

musician, dramatist, calligrapher, seal cutter, 
poet and Buddhist monk. 

Last, but not the least, I would like to 
have Professor Fang Lizhi (方励之, 1936 

– 2012), a Chinese astrophysicist, an icon 
of liberal intellectual, and my neighbor in 
the 1980s.

China Insight:  Where were you born, 
and where did you grow up?

Rick King:  I was born in California and 
grew up in Massachusetts.  I went to college 
and graduate school in Vermont. 

Chang Wang:  I was born and grew 
up in Beijing, China, went to college and 
graduate school in Beijing, came to the U.S. 
in 2000 for my second graduate degree and 
law school.♦

Desert island choices

Xia Dynasty: myth or fact?

Skeletons at the prehistoric Lajia settlement site 

Terrace consisting of flood sediments east of the outlet of the Jishi Gorge Yu the Great and flood control

Rick King is executive vice president 
and Chief Information Officer at Thomson 
Reuters, which provides professionals with the 
intelligence, technology and human expertise 
they need to find trusted answers.  King and his 
wife live in Eden Prairie, Minnesota.  Chang 
Wang is chief research and academic officer 
at Thomson Reuters.  Wang and his wife live 
in Eagan, Minnesota. 

   Thomas Jefferson     Hong Yi (Li Shutong)
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By Elaine Dunn

Light sentences for Hong Kong pro-democracy 
protest student leaders 

Two years ago this month, Hong Kong 
was embroiled in the Umbrella Revolution 
– protests against China’s edict of restricted 
candidate choices for the 2017 election of 
Hong Kong’s Executive Director position.

Students Joshua Wong, Nathan Law and 
Alex Chow were faces of the revolution. 
Their passion and determination to take a 
stand for advancing the Hong Kong people’s 
independence and the right to democracy led 
to government charges.

In July 2016, Wong and Chow were 
charged with unlawful assembly while 
Law was found guilty of “inciting others 
to climb into the fenced-in square” in front 
of government headquarters during the 
protests.  The verdicts were considered “a 
chilling warning for freedom of expression 
and peaceful assembly in the city”

On Aug. 15, the three entered the court-
room with the grim possibility of up to two 
years behind bars for 
inciting the largest civil 
disobedience the former 
British colony had ever 
known.  

Fortunately,  the 
overseeing magistrate 
sentenced Wong, now 
19, and Law, now23 
to 80 and 120 hours 
of community service 
respectively and a three-
week jail term with a 
one-year suspension for 
Chow, now 25, because 
he had to study abroad.

Regarding the sen-
tence, the magistrate 
said the court consid-

ered the motives and intentions of the 
defendants, who were young nonviolent 
pro-democracy student leaders who stood 
up for their political ideals.  “A deterrent 
sentence would not be fair,” Magistrate 
June Cheung said.  However, these lenient 
sentences probably won’t sit well with the 
Chinese government.

The outcome has a huge impact on Na-
than Law, the aspiring lawmaker, because 
the non-custodial sentence meant he can 
continue his bid for one of six seats on the 
Legislative Council in September.  There 
are 14 other candidates.

The three vowed to continue in the 
peaceful fight for greater democracy and 
freedoms in Hong Kong.  

Wong, the poster child of the Umbrella 
Revolution, said, “There may be a serious 
price in the future.  I may go to jail but I will 
not regret what I have done.”♦

    Joshua Wong

continued from page 6

  We would do speaking, listening, and 
writing exercises, as well as presentations, 
and that was great for learning English,” 
Zeng says. 

Once Zeng developed a strong base for 
his speaking skills, everything grew from 
there.  He attended Culture Talks, a biweekly 
event hosted by MELP where international 
students have the opportunity to relax, prac-
tice speaking in English, and play games.  
Zeng also attended many field trips led by 
MELP staff, too. 

“One of my favorite things I did with 
MELP was go to an orchard to pick apples,” 
Zeng says.  “There was also a pumpkin 
patch.  It was really fun.  I shared photos 
from the orchard on my Chinese social apps 
and Facebook.”

Besides having fun in MELP, Zeng was 
making an effort to have more conversations 
in English -- something other Chinese class-
mates weren’t doing enough of.  Zeng tells 
about how his Chinese friends only speak to 
one another in their native tongue. 

“I think making mistakes is very com-
mon when we’re speaking because we’re not 
native English speakers,” Zeng says.  “But 

if you’re coming to MELP to improve your 
English, the first thing I’d suggest doing is 
trying to speak English!  It seems obvious, 
but many students don’t do this.”
A bachelor’s degree in 
computer science

Zeng’s English develops a little bit more 
with every conversation he has.  And his ac-
climation to American culture is progressing 
rapidly, too.  With his newfound English 
proficiency, he was able to apply and be 
accepted to the computer science program 
at the University of Minnesota.  This fall, he 
will be a sophomore in the program.

“It’s very interesting to learn about 
writing code,” Zeng says. 

Though the material is dense, he enjoys 

learning about the subject he’s always been 
interested in and looks forward to all the 
directions a degree in computer science 
could lead him. 

Zeng spends his time studying, playing 
video games, creating new recipes at home 
(his specialty is beef teriyaki with garlic and 
tomatoes), and playing sports at the U of M’s 
Rec and Wellness Center with friends.  Of 
course, he’s using his English to enjoy all 
of these things. 

“I want to stay at the U of M and finish 
my B.A. in computer science,” Zeng says.  
“Maybe I’ll get my master’s degree after 
that, or maybe I’ll find a job and start getting 
work experience.”

It’s all possible.  The choice is his.  ♦

Education

The choice to learn 

About Kelli Billstein
Billstein is a Twin Cities-based freelance writer and editor. She works full-time for the 
University of Minnesota, interviewing students and writing about their experiences 
at the University of Minnesota’s College of Continuing Education. Having taught 
English abroad in France, Billstein has an appreciation for travel and immersion in 
new cultures.  For this reason, she enjoys interviewing international students and 
writing about the Minnesota English Language Program. 

The Minnesota 
English Language 
Program (MELP) 
at a glance

● MELP is designed for high school grad-
uates and works with students entering 
undergraduate or graduate programs in the 
U.S. as well as adults wanting to improve 
their English skills for professional pur-
poses. 
● Students apply to and are admitted to 
MELP before they arrive on campus.  
Many students apply to degree programs at 
the University of Minnesota while they are 
studying at MELP and move on to those 
programs after they have improved their 
English skills.  Some MELP classes are 
also open on a part-time basis for members 
of the Twin Cities community.  
● In fall 2015, MELP enrolled students 
from 23 countries in the Intensive English 
Program.  Of those students, 67 were from 
China.  
● For more information about MELP, visit: 
cce.umn.edu/melp

Part of this story first appeared online 
on the University of Minnesota’s College 
of Continuing Education site on Aug. 1, 
2016.
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UCBC September 
breakfast meeting 
presents Ecolab’s Journey 
of Building a Cleaner, Safer, and 
Healthier Society in China

Confucius Institute 
Day, Sept. 17 Legends of Mid-

Autumn Festival
MINNEAPOLIS – The Confucius 

Institute at the University of Minnesota will 
host a day of martial arts-themed fun at its 
annual Confucius Institute Day festivities 
held at the University of Minnesota’s 
Northrop Memorial Auditorium on 
Saturday, Sept. 17, 2016.

The morning’s activities include a 
martial arts demonstration on Northrop 
Plaza, 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.  The first 200 
guests will receive Confucius Day T-shirts, 
as well as Chinese snacks and tea from event 
sponsor Chatime.

In the afternoon, guests are invited to 
a showing of “The Grandmaster” inside 
Northrop Auditorium’s Best Buy Theatre 
beginning at 1 p.m.  The Oscar-nominated 
film, directed by Hong Kong native Kar-
Wai Wong, depicts the life story of Bruce 
Lee’s martial arts teacher and will delight 
audiences with its nonstop action.

Confucius Institute Day celebrations 

will take place worldwide on Sept. 17, 2016, 
to commemorate the 12th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Confucius Institute, 
an organization dedicated to promoting 
Chinese language and culture.
About the University of 
Minnesota’s Confucius 
Institute

The Confucius Institute at the University 
of Minnesota was established in 2008 to 
promote the study of Chinese language 
and culture throughout Minnesota.  It 
is a collaborative initiative between the 
University of Minnesota, the Hanban/
Confucius Institute Headquarters and 
Capital Normal University in Beijing, and is 
one of 109 Confucius Institutes in the U.S. 
and more than 440 worldwide.  Confucius 
Institutes are named for the Chinese 
philosopher known for encouraging deep 
independent thought and the study of the 
outside world. ♦

man heard about the elixir and tried to 
steal it for himself while Hou Yi was out 
hunting.  To prevent the wicked man from 
getting the elixir, Chang’e swallowed it 
and immediately started to float away.  She 
eventually landed on the moon where she 
lives to this day. 

When Hou Yi returned from the hunt and 
learned what had happened, he decided to 
honour Chang’e with fruits and cakes that 
she had enjoyed on earth.  As word about 
Chang’e spread, folks also displayed fruits 
and cakes in her honour on the 15th day of 
the eighth lunar month, gazing at the moon 
to catch a glimpse of Chang’e’s shadow.
The legend of the woodcutter

Wu Gang (吳剛) was a lazy wood-cutter 
with a bad attitude.  He offended the gods in 
his perpetual attempt to achieve immortality.  
The gods banished him to the moon and 
told him he could achieve immortality only 
when he finished chopping down a 5,000-ft 

tall cassia tree. Not only was the tree’s size 
a giant obstacle to Wu Gang’s mission, the 
tree turned out to be a self-healing tree!  
What Wu Gang managed to chopped away 
would instantly grow back. 

However, determined to achieve 
immortality, Wu Gang kept chopping away 
to this day! 
The legend of the moon 
rabbit

One day, Buddha disguised himself 
as a hungry old man and visited the earth.  
He asked three animals for food: a fox, a 
monkey and a rabbit.  The fox caught a fish 
and brought it to the old man. The monkey 
presented the hungry old man some fruits.  
When it was the rabbit’s turn, the rabbit 
told the old man that it had “grown up 
in the woods.  Herbs and grasses are my 
food. I have nothing else to offer you but 
my body.  Eat me, please!” and threw itself 
into the fire. 

Moved with  grat i tude,  Buddha 
resurrected the rabbit and sent it to live on 
the moon forever.  Some versions of the 
story have it that Buddha sent the rabbit to 
the moon to keep Chang’e company, where 
it pounds the ingredients for the elixir of 
life for her. In Korean and Japanese stories, 
the rabbit pounds away on rice to make rice 
cakes.  As the Burger King slogan goes, have 
it your way!

Date:  Wednesday, Sept. 7, 2016; 7:30-
9:30 a.m.
Location:  International Market Square, 
Studio 185, 275 Market St. Minneapolis
Registration:  Call Jim,  612-865-6543

Ecolab is a global leader in water, hy-
giene and energy technologies and services.  
With 2015 sales of $13.5 billion and 47,000 
associates, Ecolab delivers comprehensive 
solutions and on-site service to promote 
safe food, maintain clean environments, 
optimize water and energy use and improve 
operational efficiencies for customers in the 
food, healthcare, energy, hospitality and in-
dustrial markets in more than 170 countries 
around the world.  The lecture will focus on 
how Ecolab China transformed from a rela-
tively small business to a sizable profitable 
growth company in the complex Chinese 
market and led shared value creation in 
China.  Critical examples will be elaborated 
in the key areas of water stewardship and 
food safety.

Speakers: 
Sam Hsu, executive vice president, 

Global Services.  A 20-year career with 
Ecolab, Hsu has held several leadership 
positions in Global Services, Global Stra-
tegic Planning, Greater China, International 
Healthcare, Latin America, Treasury and 
Corporate Development.  Hsu has been 
recognized as a “Top 10 Business Leader in 
Greater China” and “Best Leader in Driving 
Sustainability” for his work to drive food 
safety, public health, sustainability and 
corporate social responsibility.

Emilio Tenuta, vice president, corpo-
rate sustainability.   Tenuta’s 32-year tenure 
at Ecolab includes 25 years of technical 
and marketing management experience in 
various industries including food and bev-
erage, pharmaceutical, lodging, healthcare, 
primary metals and automotive.  In the past 
five years, Tenuta has led Ecolab’s strategic 
sustainability journey focused on corporate 
responsibility, internal environmental stew-
ardship and helping customers operate more 
sustainably. ♦ 

WWTT? 

ANSWER: One of 12 promo posters for a sci-fi movie 
Photoshopped the landmark Shanghai Oriental Pearl TV Tower 
(structure on far right foreground) onto Hong Kong’s Victoria 
Harbour!  What were they thinking? 

continued from page 10

Editor’s note:  This is an excerpt of a past China Insight article.  To read its entirety, how the 
festival is celebrated and about mooncakes, visit www.chinainsight.info, select the September 
2013 issue from the “Past Issues” tab.

Arts & Culture
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By Elaine Dunn

Shanghai girls team wins trophy at 
Schwan’s USA CUP

The Rio Olympics may have been the 
sports highlight of the summer, but for youth 
soccer players of the 1178 teams who par-
ticipated in the 32nd Schwan’s USA CUP in 
Blaine, Minn., the soccer tournament proba-
bly ranks right up there with the Olympics! 

On July 23, Minnesota weather tested 
officials’ and contestants’ mettle the last 
day of the Schwan’s USA CUP youth soccer 
tournament at the National Sports Center 
in Blaine.  Despite games being delayed by 

lightning, the nine-day tournament ended 
on high notes, especially for one of the in-
ternational teams-- the Chinese girls’ team 
from Shanghai Xingta Primary School, one 
of China’s traditional football schools.  

It was the Shanghai team’s first inter-
national experience and they took home a 
second-place trophy!  Besides the trophy, 
the girls were excited about the opportunity 
of getting to know many American players.  
They were impressed by how many Ameri-

can parents were present to cheer their kids 
on and wished their own parents were there 
also.  Some are already looking forward to 
next year’s tournament.

The team’s coach, YANG Yulin, said, 
“Taking part in USA CUP not only expand 
player horizon, also we are in front of a mir-
ror finding our advantage and disadvantage, 
work out the gap between the top team.  
The tournament is so great in organization 
such as rules of the game, match schedule, 

especially the rules for U 11.  I learn a lot 
from it and will use for future reference.”

Leaders of the referee teams from both 
Beijing and Shanghai commented on how 
well organized the tournament went and that 
“players obeyed the referees!”

The USA CUP event provided an op-
portunity for the many teams from around 
the world and the U.S. to interact with each 
other, gain some cultural knowledge, and 
enjoy the game of soccer.♦

Beijing referees with Jill Griffiths (navy top in middle), chief development officer of the 
National Sports Center Foundation The Shanghai team with a competing team.

The team enjoying a bit of “down” time at the Terry’s.
The girls took full advantage of the expansive lawn 
and rolled down it, giggling the entire time!

Kaimay and Joseph Terry held a reception for 
members of the Chinese delegation at their lovely 
Orono home.  The visiting athletes signed a game 
ball for their hosts (holding ball) in a gesture of 
friendship.

The team making its entrance

Pep talk from coach YANG Yulin (in white cap).


